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M5. RENO. Thank you so nuch. | am so
very honored to be here today at the 16th Street
Bapti st Church. And, Reverend Hamlin, | want to
t hank you for making nme feel so welcone. Thank
you for making ne feel so wel cone today and at
hone.

| am hunbl ed by the opportunity to
speak to you today, a day of such speci al
| nportance to all this nation, the birth date of
Dr. Martin Luther King. | w sh every Anerican
could spend tine, as | have this norning, walking
t hrough the Gvil R ghts Institute across the
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street reading and rereadi ng sone of Dr. King's
speeches, hearing themdirectly as he said them
and trying to i magi ne what those days of April
and May and Septenber of 1963 were |ike.

Martin Luther King was a man who saw
wrong and never ceased trying to right it. He
felt the weight of oppression and he was never
ever broken by it. Hi s |ife enbodi ed and he
hel ped to define the true spirit of this great
nation, our quest for justice. And he was able
to express his outrage in yearning for justice so

forcefully and so eloquently that he reached into
t he soul of America and Anerica responded.

Dr. King had the strength of spirit to
withstand jail and march in the mdst of angry
raci sm and he had the courage to battle hate with
love. He did all this to bring Anerica together
as never before.

It was here in Birm ngham and here at
the 16th Street Baptist Church that Anerica
wi t nessed sone of the nost heroic efforts and
sonme of the | owest, darkest nonments of the civil
rights struggle. It was here in this church
thirty-four years ago that an ugly, horrible
raci st attack took the innocent |ives of four
young girls who were getting ready to participate
in their first adult service. They were grow ng
up. |'mhonored that Altha Robertson and
Comm ssioner Chris McNair and Ms. McNair and the
Collins famly are here with us today.

Let nme say to you today what Dr. King
said thirty-four years ago. Death is not an end
for these girls. They are living still in our
menory and their power still noves us.

It was fromthis very church earlier in
t hat sane year that thousands of young peopl e,

children really, assenbled for a nonviol ent
denonstration and they went to jail to protest
segregation. The next day when nore students and
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adults went to denonstrate, Bull Connor |et |oose
hi s dogs, his clubs and his hoses right outside
here in Kelly Ingram Park. W wal ked across that
park this norning to i magine what it was |ike
then and to see what it has becone is a nonunent
to Dr. King and to the people of Birm ngham who
care and wll not stop in their quest for

| i berty, for justice and in the efforts to bring
this nation together.

Those denonstrations broke the back of
segregation in Birm ngham and hel ped Anerica cone
together. These are there to rem nd us of the
courage of ordinary citizens who daily net with
hateful, hateful prejudice. These are to rem nd
us of what one person can do, young or old,
student or preacher. Each one of us can nake a
di fference.

Martin Luther King was right when he
said that one day the South will recognize its
real heroes. One of those real heroes here in
Bi r m ngham was Art hur Shores who died just |late
| ast year. As one of the only African-Anerican

practicing attorneys in Al abama in the 1940s, M.
Shores was a |lone voice in the w | derness
defending the civil rights of his people. He

pl ayed a critical role during the '60s when he
represented Dr. King and Fred Shuttlesworth. Dr.
King, Arthur Shores, so nmany others, children,
all are true heroes in the struggle for freedom
and for civil rights for all in this country.
They did so nmuch to elimnate discrimnation and
hatred and to bring Anerica together, but we nust
carry on.

There is today, as we try to carry on,
real di sagreenent about what civil rights in
today's world really neans. There are sone who
t hi nk that we have gone too far, who think that
we have already achieved the ains of the civil
rights novenent. | say that's not so. There are
ot hers who chal l enge the val ue and the fairness
of the renmedies of the civil rights novenent.
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20 Sone Anericans, including sone mnorities, now
21 guestion whether integration is still a valid
22 goal. | fear that what national consensus we
23 have on civil rights may be at the risk of
24 unravelling. And efforts to divide us along raci al
25 lines for political advantage or worse | eave nmany
1 wondering whether we'll nove forward or slip

2 backward in our common struggle for equal

3 opportunity and fundanmental fairness for every

4 si ngl e Aneri can.

5 | say that we will nove forward. | see
6 the city of Birm ngham saying we will nove

7 forward. We will not |et be undone what those

8 heroes in those days of the '60s worked so hard

9 and gave their lives and support for this

10 nati on.

11 But as we nove forward, it is not

12 enough to dism ss every criticismas

13 nmean-spirited raci smor narrow m nded i gnorance.
14 W need to exam ne ourselves and our world with a
15 critical eye and an open mind. W have to ask

16 the difficult questions and attenpt to answer

17 them We nust talk openly about race rel ations
18 in this country. W nust talk with respect, we
19 must listen with a listening ear, we nust get rid
20 of the angry rhetoric that has so narked this

21 I ssue in so nmany instances of |ate.

22 We know that not all our ills are

23 expl ained by raci sm and ot her bias, but we al so
24 know t hat hate and prejudice and intol erance and
25 discrimnation still persist today and we can't

1 tolerate that.

2 Qur challenge is to rem nd oursel ves of
3 our common interests, our conmmon ground and to

4 rem nd oursel ves of our common dreans. At

5 bottom the needs of those in the black

6 community, the H spanic comunity, the

7 Asi an- Anerican community are all the sane as

8 those in the white comunity. Everyone wants a
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heal thy start for their children, a stable and
crime-free nei ghborhood, quality educati on,
supportive famlies and decent work
opportunities. And renenber that it was bl acks
and Hi spani cs and Asi an- Aneri cans and whites who
fought so hard and sone who gave their lives to
defend this nation against the dark forces of
tyranny as we saw in the noving cerenony this
week when the seven brave solders were finally
properly recogni zed.

We nust recognize and reaffirmthe ties
t hat bind us and understand that we can't sol ve
the problens of crinme, of terrorism of disease,
of poverty in isolation each fromthe other. W
must recogni ze our common humanity and by
| i stening closely and reaching out to each other,
we wll find that there are ways to bring us

t oget her even nore closely to bridge the
differences that inproperly separate us and to
reaffirmour commtnent to civil rights in
America. W have nuch to do. For too often we
live in our insular worlds with each of us
enforcing our own voluntary racial separation.

We pass each other on the streets or in the
shopping mall, but we don't connect as

I ndi viduals. W work together or we go to school
t oget her and we don't connect as individuals.

A 1995 Washi ngton Post poll found that
virtually half of those surveyed did not feel it
was i nportant that different racial or ethnic
groups should live, go to school or work together
so long as they were treated fairly. But this
attitude conmes dangerously close to the separate
but equal doctrine that was so rightly rejected
in Brown versus Board of Education. Wth this
separation, we risk a |ack of understandi ng of
and appreciation for the views and the
perspectives of others. W risk not |earning of
wonderful racial, ethnic and cultural traditions
that make this country strong. Dr. King knew
that you could elimnate | egal segregation and
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still not achieve integration. True integration

he believed woul d be achi eved by true nei ghbors.

This week especially, but in all weeks
-- my nother said you should never cel ebrate
Mot her' s Day because every day should be Mdther's
Day. But this week especially I would ask each
one of us to reach out across racial differences
to soneone you work with or go to school wth but
really don't know. This weekend visit a church
or tenple with a different congregation so that
this Sunday norning is not, in Dr. King's word,
t he nost segregated hour in Anerica. Take these
smal|l steps in our efforts to rebuild a sense of
community where diversity is val ued and
I nt ol erance i s unacceptable. But we nust do nore
by reaching out to help others regardl ess of race
or ethnic background to reweave the fabric of
comrunity around us all.

Recently | spent a Saturday working for
Habitat for Humanity. By the end of the day,
bl acks, whites, and Cuban- Anericans had paint on
their face, plaster in their hair and a new
spirit in their hearts. Each of us can reach out
to lend a hand, [ift a spirit and bring Anerica
t oget her.

President Cinton has nade it a

cornerstone of his agenda for the next termto
unify the nation around its core values. He has
pl edged to bring us together, to bring the
di verse strands of our people together and to
foster an environnent of reconciliation and
mut ual respect. The part says revol ution, but
the final word is reconciliation. These val ues
are at the heart of civil rights and shape our
civil rights agendas for the next term

In this past year, we have seen a cl ear
exanpl e of the challenges we still face to
protect our civil rights and to elimnate hatred
fromthis land. The sensel ess rash of church
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burni ngs that have victimzed and traumati zed
congregations and conmunities has stirred the
nati onal conscience. Any sort of desecration of
any place of worship is anong the nost despicable
crinmes, reaching to the nost deeply felt of all
Anerican tenets, freedomof religion. But the
destruction particularly by fire of an

African- Anerican church resonates especially
deeply in this country, harkening back to the

bl eak period when the bonbing here at the 16th
Street Baptist Church was one of many. And it is
for these and many nore reasons that the

President has nmade it a top priority to prosecute
t hose responsi ble for these origins, to prevent
future damages of houses of worship and to help
comruni ties and congregations in their efforts to
rebui | d.

We have depl oyed over two hundred ATF
and FBI investigations around the country to
Il nvesti gate these arsons. The National Church
Arson Task Force is co-chaired by Assistant
Attorney Ceneral Deval Patrick and Assi stant
Treasury Secretary Janmes Johnson, and it has
responded to these crinmes by bringing together as
partners the FBI, the ATF, Justice Departnent
prosecutors, the United States attorneys have
done such a wonderful job, the Comunity
Rel ati ons Service, the Marshal Services in
partnership with state and | ocal | aw
enforcenent. W are conmtted to expending the
necessary resources, the tine and the effort to
solve these crinmes, and we are going to keep on
working on it until we bring the people
responsi bl e for these desecrations to justice.

But there is a trenendous difference
between the fires thirty years ago and t hose of
today. Church attacks then had the support of

too many people in the community. Today the
reaction across this nation has been universal
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outrage. These attacks are rightly seen as a
threat to our common sense of sanctuary. These
fires have al so generated a trenendous response
fromour comunity, solidarity anong foll owers of
many faiths, donations of noney, church robes,
hymmal s, pews and pi anos, countless volunteers to
hel p in rebuilding and preventing further

t ragedy.

It is a wonderful experience to hear a
young teenager talk with pride of her trip to the
South to help rebuild one of the churches
attacked and to hear her talk of the wel cone that
she was given by that community.

This past year | traveled down a little
old dirt road in South Carolina with the
President to see the site of a church that was
burned, only a magnificent oak tree which had
hal f covered the church still stood. But then we
went further down that road to dedicate the new
church. The people of that comunity, black and
white, cane together to speak out against the
hatred that had spawned that fire. Haters are
cowards. Wen they are confronted, they wll

13
often back down. It is so inportant for al
Anerica to speak with one voice and consistently
agai nst the hate and the bigotry that is
sonmetinmes in our mdst.

And there is a common thread through
this nation. As | turned and wal ked off the
platformafter the church dedication, a wonan
burst through the |ines and cane up and gave ne a
big hug and said, "Hello, Janet. | used to live
in Mam . You got nme child support. And I want
you to see the two young nmen you got child
support for. And they are taller than ne."

Qur experience with church fires shows
us at the very sane tine how nuch we have
achi eved and yet how nmuch, nmuch nore we have to
do. Yes, we have seen renarkabl e progress in our
efforts to bridge the gap between our ideals and
the harsh reality of the daily experience of many
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citizens. Qur national journey has taken us from
segregated cl assroons to integrated ones, from
JimCrow laws to civil rights |laws for wonen,
mnorities and persons with disabilities, from
literacy tests for voting to mnority
representation here in Al abama at every |evel of
governnent, including the mayor of Birm ngham and

Congressman Hilliard in the Al abanma Congressi onal
Del egation. And the political inclusion that has
been brought about by the Voting Ri ghts Act has
|l ed to so nmuch in our progress.

Just today the federal governnent is
announci ng additional resources to preserve the
hi storic Sel ma-to-Mntgonery trail that Dr. King
and others marched along to dramati ze the need
for the Voting Rights Act.

W have cone a long way, but thirty
years after the passage of the Voting Ri ghts Act
and forty years after Brown versus Board of
Education, racial prejudice and the corrosive
effects of discrimnation are still wth us.

W cannot say that we have conpl eted
our journey when even today bl acks and H spanics
and in many cases wonen still have a harder tine
of getting into college, renting an apartnent,
getting a job or obtaining a | oan.

We have not conpl eted our journey when
t he unenpl oynent rate for black males is still
twce as high as it is for white males. Even
col | ege-educat ed bl ack, Hi spanic, Asian-Anmerican
men and wonmen of every race and et hni c background
are paid |l ess than conparably educat ed,

conparably trained white nen. That's not right.
These problens are doubly difficult for

bl ack and Hi spanic nen and wonen who al so have

disabilities. Wrst of all, reports of violent

hate crinmes against mnorities and gays and

| esbi ans are disturbingly high. |If some of the

church fires are any indication, hate itself has
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becone nore brazen.

We have changed our |aws, but we have
not al ways changed our ways. dd habits die
hard. Attitudes evolve slowly. W nust do nore,
much nore to open the doors of opportunity so
t hat every Anerican can share in and fully
contribute to Anerica's magnificent bounty.

The Departnent of Justice is commtted
to our mssion whichis, sinply stated, to
enforce the civil rights laws of this nation as
vigorously and as faithfully as possible w thout

fear or favor. | care so deeply about this
m ssion which is one of the highest priorities of
t he Departnent of Justice. |'mone of the nost

fortunate people in the world in this last term
to have Deval Patrick as the Assistant Attorney
General in charge of the Cvil Rights Division.
He is one of the finest people | have ever known

16
and one of the great public servants | have ever
had the opportunity to work wth.

He will be leaving at the end of this
nonth to return to Boston to be with his famly,
and | think this nation, and I know | will, wll

m ss his | eadership, his vision, his intelligence
and hi s courage.

The Division, the Gvil R ghts
Di vision, had a reception for himyesterday and
they prom sed himthat they would not |et our
efforts to enforce the civil rights laws of this
country be dimnished in any way. And | think
that's going to be their ultimate tribute to
Deval Patrick.

W will be ever vigilant and ever
forceful in bringing our cases, and | would |ike
to highlight four areas which reflect our
comm tnment to conbating discrimnation and to
bui | ding trust and understandi ng anong al |
Anmeri cans.

First is fair housing and fair | ending,
I ncl udi ng business | ending. Second is enploynent
and affirmative action. Third is education. And
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fourth is the building of trust between | aw
enforcenent and the mnority conmunity.

17

In the next four years, | want to
expand on our success in the area of fair |ending
and fair housing. Honme ownership has profound
significance in this country, and it is still at
the center of the American dream Yet many
Anericans are kept fromthat dream when they
can't get a hone nortgage and when they are
deni ed honme nortgages or property insurance on
account of their race or national origin.

For years, disparities were explained
in the industry as being justified solely by
differences in creditworthiness. But the studies
over the | ast several years have too often proved
t hat explanation is flat and sinply wong.

Bl ack and Hi spanic applicants for |oans
are being denied financing at a nuch greater rate
than white applicants with virtually identical
gualifications. Sone banks have sinply not done
busi ness in mnority nei ghborhoods, while others
charge higher rates or add extra charges to their
| oans in mnority areas.

W have used a two-prong approach to
address this problem First we have worked with
t he banking industry that wants to do right to
reformtheir practices, and, secondly, for those

18
who t hunbed their noses, we have sued them and we
are going to do whatever is necessary.

We are not asking banks to nmake bad
| oans. W are telling themthat there is sone
busi ness there that's good business that shoul d
not have been rejected on the grounds of race or
national origin. And we are working with themto
train their enployees in practices and procedures
that ensure that there is no discrimnation. The
results of these efforts have been remarkable in
a very short period of tine.

In part due to what we have done and
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due in part to other factors, we have expanded
the availability of loans to mnorities. Between
1992 and 1995, the nunbers of hone |oans to
m norities grew nore than one hundred percent,
twice the growh rate for hone | oans generally.
Here in Al abama, the nunber of hone |oans to
m nority borrowers increased one hundred and
twenty-two percent from 1992 to 1995, nearly
three tines the increase in lending to borrowers
in the Al abama market as a whol e.

We are al so increasing our fair housing
activity in Al abama and around the nation. The
Cvil R ghts D vision sent fair housing testers

to Montgonery. Last sunmer we filed a record-
setting one point eight mllion dollar settl enent
for housing discrimnation against the owner of a
nunber of apartnent conplexes in Mbile. W also
work closely with fair housing groups that
recently have been established in Birm ngham and
Mont gonery. This type of work is taking place
across the country. W wll continue to try to
elimnate discrimnation in the housing and
| endi ng market so that all Anmericans can pursue
t heir dream of hone ownership.

| want to expand our fair |ending work
into the area of business lending. Access to
capital is one of the nost form dable barriers to
the formati on and devel opnent of mnority
busi nesses. Several studies have shown that
m nority applicants for business |oans are nore
likely to be rejected, and when accepted, receive
smal |l er | oan anmounts than white applicants with
i dentical borrowing credentials. One recent
Col orado study found that African-Anmericans were
three tines nore likely to be rejected for
busi ness | oans than whites, and that Hi spanic
owners were one and a half tinmes nore likely to
be denied a business loan. That's not right, and

t he Departnent of Justice is exploring ways that
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we can effectively confront discrimnation in
this arena.

In the next four years we w |l oppose
efforts to limt our ability as a society to
address unequal opportunity in the econony. W
must do nore to tap the inherent potential in
every one of our citizens. For far too many, the
prom se of econom c opportunity has a very hol | ow
ring. Al too often we |earn of blatant
di scrimnatory conduct in the enpl oynent context,
di scrimnation based on race, gender or sexual
orientation. But also there are nore subtle
| nfl uences of subjective factors making it nore
likely that we will hire and pronote others |ike
us with whomwe may feel nore confortable.

Social ties are often nore inportant than actual
experience and qualifications.

Sone of the starkest evidence of this
type of behavior conmes fromtesting studi es where
white nmal es receive fifty percent nore job offers
than mnorities wwth the sanme qualifications
applying for the sane job. And the report of the
d ass Ceiling Comm ssion denonstrates that once
mnorities are in the workplace, their

21
advancenent is often hanpered by discrimnation.

The EECC is the prinme federal agency
t hat sues over enploynment discrimnation in the
private sector. The Justice Departnent has
responsi bility over discrimnation by public
enpl oyers. But it is inportant to have a clear
picture of discrimnation in the workplace so
that it can be addressed by the governnent as a
whol e.

The reality of current and ongoi ng
di scrimnation was at the very heart of the
President's decision to continue to support
affirmati ve action.

In July of 1995, the President made
clear that as a nation, we wll not abandon our
comm tnment to equal opportunity. But he also
made clear that we need to refine the tool of
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affirmati ve action so that it can be used fairly
and effectively to help our society achieve its
goal of integration and the elimnation of
discrimnation. He said that we needed to nend,
not end, affirmative action.

At the sane tinme, the Suprene Court
ruled in the Adarand case that when the federal
governnent uses affirmative action, it has to do

SO in an especially careful way. But in witing
for the court, Justice Sandra Day O Connor
recogni zed t he unhappy persistence of both the
practice and the lingering effects of racial

di scrimnation against mnority groups. She
confirmed that under the constitution, governnent
has an obligation to address it and we wll not
shirk fromthat obligation.

This is one reason why we think
California' s Proposition 209, which establishes a
sweepi ng ban on affirmative action in the state,
I's both unconstitutional and bad policy. It
woul d prevent |ocal jurisdictions and state
agencies fromrecogni zing the need for
addi tional, well-fashioned affirmati ve action
nmeasures to overcone the effects of past
discrimnation and bring mnorities into the
econom ¢ mainstream It would prevent victins of
raci al discrimnation and gender discrimnation
fromobtaining relief fromlocal governnents and
state agencies short of anending the state
constitution.

By singling out race and gender for
this distortion of the ordinary political
process, Proposition 209 denies equal protection

of the laws. A federal judge just enjoined the
state frominplenenting the California
initiative. W agree with the court, and the
Departnent of Justice will defend that deci sion.
It is also why efforts in Congress to
curtail affirmative action by the federal
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governnent are m sgui ded and count er productive
towards our efforts of bringing this nation
t oget her and ensuring liberty and equality for
al | .

The Justice Departnent in |light of the
Adar and decision is already nmaking certain that
federal governnent prograns now in place are fair
and flexible and neet the constitutional standard
descri bed by Justice O Connor. And the President
and | wll continue to oppose at every step of
the way any whol esal e ban on affirmative action
I n federal |aw

| recognize that there are those who
believe that affirmative action is unfair. They
feel that they are being forced to pay for
ot hers' past sins and that affirmative action
gi ves special preferences to mnority groups and
wonen. However, the fact that many mnorities
and wonen are still struggling at the bottom of

t he econom c | adder suggests that this criticism
m sses the mark. Society's reality belies al

t he purported special treatnment for mnorities.
Concerns about affirmative action nust be
addressed, but all too often these concerns are
based on m sperceptions about what the prograns
are all about. The abuses can and will be

fixed. But when affirmative action is done
right, there are no quotas, there are no
preferences for the unqualified, and the prograns
end when the objectives have been achi eved. Wen
affirmative action is done right, it ensures
equal opportunity. Wien affirmative action is
done right, it corrects for the effects of both
past and continuing discrimnation. And when
affirmative action is done right, it is an

| nportant tool in reaching our goal of an Anerica
com ng together. Because of our efforts to

el imnate discrimnation and provi de equal
opportunity to all, our nation's workplaces are
much nore diverse than they ever were and our
nation's econony is stronger for the effort.
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23 O course, equal opportunity in the
24 econom ¢ sphere can only be achieved if our
25 citizens are prepared to take advantage of these
1 opportunities. In the next four years, the civil
2 ri ghts agenda nust al so i nclude ensuring that

3 educational institutions are equally accessible

4 to wonmen and to mnorities.

5 As a nation, we have made great strides
6 I n broadeni ng opportunities in higher education.
7 Just since 1990, the nunbers of Hi spanics

8 enrolled in colleges and universities has

9 i ncreased by thirty-five percent, Asian-Anericans
10 by thirty-five percent; and since 1990,

11 African- Anericans' enrollnment in higher education
12 has increased by sixteen percent. The nunber of
13 m norities graduating fromcoll eges and

14 universities is also rising, and that benefits

15 all America for that fuels the econony, provides
16 the people with skills who can run this engine

17 that fuels the econony that nmaintains this nation
18 as a great nation.

19 Greater integration has neant a better
20 education for all of the students involved.

21 Educati on depends on di al ogue, not just between
22 students and teacher, but between the student and
23 his or her classmates. For over twenty years,

24 our | aws have recogni zed the inportant val ue of
25 di versity in education.

1 Last year, however, a federal appeals

2 court in Texas ruled that this is no | onger good
3 |aw. This is the Hopwood case which rul ed that

4 diversity did not justify affirmative action in

5 education. W disagree strongly wth that

6 decision. The Suprene Court declined to take the
7 case on procedure grounds, so the issue is still
8 an open one. W continue to believe that if the
9 setting in which the students |earn | ooks nore

10 |ike the world, their education wll be better

11 and stronger and prepare thembetter for the
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future.

It may al so be useful to ask, what do
we nean when we say soneone is qualified or nore
qualified for adm ssion to college or to graduate
school. W are naking judgnments about people
before they have really had a chance to do
anything. Education is the first rung on the
| adder of opportunity. Getting an education is
how you get ahead. And | just don't think it
makes sense to deny that chance to soneone based
solely on a one size fits all test. You have to
| ook, not just at test scores, but at what that
I ndi vidual will bring to that school and to that
community and to this nation and you have to | ook

at what the benefits of integration will bring to
soci ety as a whol e.

Let nme give you just one exanple of a
broader view of nerit and the benefits of
di versity. A study of University of California
Medi cal School graduates exam ned where doctors
practiced after graduation. A nuch higher
percentage of mnority graduates than white
graduates practiced in areas that were
underserved by the nedical profession. Because
t hat medi cal school is diverse, California has
better nedical care.

Abr aham Li ncol n said that a house
di vi ded cannot stand and that a nation divided
cannot stand. | believe so strongly that we
cannot have a divided nation, one exposed to
education and the other not. W have to do nore
so that every student has access to educati on.
Because that young man who is the first in his

famly to go to college will likely becone a
father, and his son or daughter and this nation
wi Il be the beneficiaries.

We nust al so reenphasi ze quality in
education as well as racial integration as goals
of the post-Brown struggle. A place in an
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I ntegrated classroomis worth having only if it
provides our children with a true opportunity to
| earn. We have to do nore to address the

| nequal ity anong the schools in our comunities
for it is unfortunately true that because of
econom ¢ inequality, many predom nantly mnority
schools tend to receive nmuch inferior resources
t han those received by predomnantly white
schools. W need to find ways to develop and to

finance city school systens that wll keep
famlies, both black and white, in the public
school and give them an education that will help

t hem neet the challenges of this next exciting
century of the information age.

These are daunting challenges. But if
forty years ago those children and their parents
I n Topeka, Kansas and in Little Rock, Arkansas
and C arendon County, South Carolina had the
strength and the courage to face down an
I ntractabl e establishnent, hell bent on
segregation, then | amnot ready to say that
today's chal |l enges are beyond our grasp, and |
don't think Arerica is either.

Anot her crucial itemon the agenda for
the next four years is an effort to build a

greater sense of comunity and trust between | aw
enforcenent and the mnority conmunity. There is
no other area where the potential for

m sunder st andi ng and m sconmuni cati on can have
such dangerous consequences. Just in the past
year, we have seen in St. Petersburg the danger
of pent-up frustrations and a breakdown in
community relations. And yet, at the sane tine,
we nust recognize that mnorities are

di sproportionately victins of crime. Nothing is
nore inportant than a safe environnment. The

quality of the school a child attends will nmatter
less if she is not safe in getting there or while
she is at school. So it is an absolute

| nperative that we establish better trust,
cooperation and communi cation between the
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17 community and the police.

18 There are several ways we can set about
19 doing that. First, through community policing,
20 we bring | aw enforcenent to the nei ghborhood
21 | evel. We have police officers who are conm tted
22 to serve the community, who reach out to the
23 nei ghbors, who involve themin identifying the
24 problens in the community and establi shing
25 priorities and in working together to achieve

1 solutions. That police officer, rather than

2 creating division, reaches out to build trust.

3 He becones the nentor. The elderly wonman who

4 woul d not wal k out from behind her door because

5 she is afraid now wal ks down to the community

6 center to tell people what she thinks should be

7 done, and we see conmunities com ng together when
8 comrunity police reach out in thoughtful ness and
9 respect and involve the people of this country in
10 bui | ding security for us all.

11 Second we nust continue to encourage

12 di versity and understanding in all |aw

13 enforcenent. |In years past, too many police

14 departnents had no bl ack or Hi spanic officers,

15 few had wonen officers. Now we have not just nen
16 in blue, but wonen in blue. Not just whites, but
17 peopl e of all colors. People who patrol the

18 nei ghbor hoods they grew up in, people who know
19 t he | anguages spoken there, nen and wonen our
20 youth can |l ook up to as role nodels. And these
21 police officers are teaching each other howto
22 val ue and to appreciate the diversity and the
23 wonder of the tradition of the neighbors they
24 serve.
25 Third, we nust continue our vigorous

1 enforcenent of civil rights laws. This nust be

2 conbi ned with additional effective training

3 efforts.

4 There are approximately six hundred

5 ni nety thousand | aw enforcenent officers in this
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country. The vast nmmjority are honest, hard
wor ki ng and | aw abiding. They put their |[ives on
the line every day for us in the pursuit of
justice. Yet police chiefs and rank and file
officers alike tell nme to maintain the confidence
in the community, we nust take decisive action
agai nst those few officers who abuse their power
and deny citizens their constitutional rights by
use of excessive force or harassnent. The
Departnment of Justice plays a crucial role here

t hrough the use of civil rights prosecutions and

crimnal sanctions, and we wll use our crimnal
and civil authority when the evidence and when
the law justifies it and we will pursue each

al l egation. But at the sane tine we are worKking
with | aw enforcenent agencies in training
prograns that teach officers how to better serve
their comunity, how to involve the comunity and
how to make a difference.

So we have cone a | ong way since Dr.

King reached into the soul of Anerica, challenged
Its conscience and brought us together as never
before. But at the sane tine, hate,

di scrimnation and intol erance still raised their
heads and efforts to divide us rise up.

We nust today and every day rededicate
ourselves to neeting Dr. King' s challenge, his
chal | enge to our conscience to seek freedom
| i berty and justice for all, to cone together as
one nation while cherishing the racial and ethnic
traditions and cultures that make this nation so
wonderfully and so magnificently diverse. To
some it is tenpting in an uncertain and rapidly
changing world in econony to turn inward to
protect what they have and to |l et others fend for
t henmsel ves. (Qhers just throw up their hands and
say |'mjust one person, | can't nmake a
di fference. But Anmericans throughout this nation
are naking a difference as they reach out. Here
in Birmnghamthis norning you can feel the
exci tenment as people | ook on your city, a tiny
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new city rising around the park. They took at
their history and build on the history to nmake
sure that what happened in 1963 will never happen
again. They are com ng together to give children

a future, to bring people out from behind cl osed
doors, to involve Anerica in the process of
community and to provide the glue that brings us
t oget her.

I n Dorchester, Massachusetts, | stand
with religious | eaders and young African- Anerican
students and white police officers as they have
j oined together to significantly reduce the
I nci dence of youth violence in that comunity.

Now sone of you may say but |'mtoo
old, I can't nmake a difference. Renenber the
ei ghty-four-year-old man who once stood up in a
nmeeting and said do you know how old I am and
what | do three nornings a week? |'meighty-four
and | volunteer as a teacher's aide. And the
young wonman next to himstood up and said |I'mthe
first grade teacher for whom he volunteers. And
the children with learning disability can't wait
for their time wth himbecause he has the
patience of Job and those who are gifted can't
wait for their time with himbecause he
chal | enges them far beyond what | can with the
nunber in ny class.

Come with ne to dispute resolution
prograns in Washington, D. C. public schools

where white and bl ack students are learning to
| i ve together where they're working together to
resol ve the disputes wthout knives and guns and
fists. Conme with ne across this country and you
wll see so nmuch of Anerica com ng together and
reachi ng out and naeking a difference in nmaking
this a nore peaceful nation that is together.
Take part and take hope.

But renenber the children of
Bi rm ngham renenber those four girls, and let us
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focus for this next tinme on the children of
Anmerica, the right to a nortgage, the right to
equal opportunity for a honme. Equal opportunity
for an education won't nean very nuch if that
young person does not live to seize that
opportunity. Let us cone together as one nation
to say that we will stop youth violence in this
nation. W will stop youth killing. W wll
work together to give themtheir foundation in
whi ch they can grow as strong, constructive human
beings. This nation is comng together to do
t hat .

You can hear Dr. King telling us we're
not noving fast enough. Let us wal k out of here
today and think of what each one of us can do to

35
make a difference in the lives of all Americans
and in the name of the children who wal ked out
t he door of this church or the children who di ed
here, let us give all Anmerican children a future
of peace, of liberty, of freedom and of justice
for all.

END OF SPEECH
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF ALABAMA)
JEFFERSON COUNTY)

|, Eleanor S. Pickett, the officer
bef ore whom t he foregoi ng speech was taken, do
hereby certify that the foregoing speech was
taken by nme to the best of ny ability and
thereafter reduced to typewiting under ny
di rection.

Notary Public in and for
the State of Al abam

My conm ssion expires: April 1997
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