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2

3 JANET RENO.  Thank you, Senator Hatch, and
4 Senat or Bennett, Congressman Hansen, Governor

5 Leavitt, Attorney Ceneral Jan G aham and Mayor

6 Corradini, Chief Ortega. To all of you who are

7 here, I've had a chance to neet sone of you, and |
8 am so inpressed at the great cross-section of

9 people fromdifferent disciplines fromall over

10 Utah's snmall towns and large cities. |'mexcited
11 about this opportunity today and | just appreciate
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your spending tinme with us. |'mparticularly

appreci ative of the presence of just citizens who

care and who spend their tine trying to inprove
ci rcunmstances for their fell ow human bei ngs. |
thank you all for making ne feel so welcone in
t hese | ast 24 hours.

This is ny third trip to Utah. Each of

t hem has been too short. |'ve gotten to know this

beautiful valley just a little bit and a | ot of
hi story now, but | |look forward to com ng back

its

sonetinme with tinme to spare and tine to go into the

nmount ai ns and see the great beauty of this
magni fi cent state.

Senator Hatch, | thank you so much for this

invitation and for all that you and your staff have
done to create this wonderful opportunity of this

summt. | know there is considerable work that
goes into it and just | appreciate it.

Yesterday afternoon | had the opportunity
to attend with Senator and Ms. Hatch the Freedom
Festival's Patriotic Service, and when you speak of
freedom it was spoken yesterday afternoon in the
nost glorious in nost el oguent music and words and

It was just a privilege to attend.
But as you have nmade nme feel welcone in

this very beautiful valley, you also nade ne feel

wel cone in Washington in February of 1993 when |
arrived at your doorstep rather unexpectedly for

my

first courtesy visit pending confirmation. At that

time and since then you have al ways nade ne fee

wel cone at your office. You have been so

t houghtful and caring in your support and in your

di sagreenments sonetinmes. It has been to ne a
cl assi ¢ exanmpl e of how governnent shoul d be
conducted in a bipartisan thoughtful, caring,
respectful way, and | just will always be
personal ly indebted to you.

| thank you for your |eadership of the
Judiciary Commttee. The oversight of the

Departnment of Justice is not a very small task.
Is a big departnment with vast responsibilities,
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you know that departnent, and your |eadership has
been so magnificent in that effort, and | just
appreciate that. And other on other issues as
wel |, such as the Quest for Religious Freedom
you' ve been a | eader, and | thank you.

Governor, | know exactly how you feel.
Back in 1980 | was a prosecutor in Mam and the
feds canme to towmn. Now, | hope the feds cane to
town different than they -- than they do today,
because they cane telling us what to do. And |
| ooked at themand | thought, "Well, | understand
Dade County's resources and its needs better than
the feds do, what are they doing here telling ne
what to do? Wy don't they ask nme?" And so | cane
to Washington conmtted to trying to do everything
| could to build a partnership between the federal
governnent and state and | ocal |aw enforcenent, to
recogni ze what | knew full well fromny own
experience, the fact that |ocal |aw enforcenent is
on the frontline in protecting Anerica, that they
are there on the streets day and ni ght doing so
much for so many across this land. | cane, then,
to deciding to build a partnership, and |I reached

out to state and |l ocal |aw enforcenent. Tom
Const anti ne, Eddi e Gonzal es both conme fromthat
wor |l d, they both understand how inportant it is,
and |'mjust so pleased that they are here today
with ne.

One of ny first visits was in June of 1993
when | canme to see the Wed and Seed program and
she -- you and the Mayor took ne out, showed ne
what was there. | asked you then, "Let ne know how
we can be a better partner.” And it was very
gratifying to me to hear from Chief Otega that
we -- that he hasn't seen such a good worKking
relationship in | guess a very long tine, and we
want to make sure that that continues. Wat we
would like is, as the governor and the senator has
said, to build on that partnership and to find out
today and to hear fromyou all today what we can do
to be nore effective, to be nore supportive, to be
a better partner, to address the issues of -- that
we are all concerned wth.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0630a_ag.uth.html (3 of 10) [5/28/2009 8:36:23 AM]



06-30-97: ADDRESS TO "A SUMMIT ON CRIME - COMING TOGETHER FOR UTAH'S FUTURE"

21
22
23
24
25

OO ~NOO OIS WNPE

PO OWO~NO OIS WNPE

e

| have now had the opportunity to visit a
nunber of communities across this nation, and when
we formthese partnerships we can see direct
results. There's been a tendency over the last 10
years for some Anericans to ring their hands and

say, "The problemis too big, we can't do anything
about it." But we are seeing the results
nationally and we can see the results here in Uah
if we build and work together. And | amhear to
listen to you today to determ ne what we can do to
be nore effective in this effort.
But | don't want to just listen. | go
to -- back to Washington with a get-back list. And
everyone groans when | arrive in Washington with ny
get-back list, but |I've already started ny Ut ah
get-back list to make sure we follow up. And |'ve
asked Scott Matheson the U S. Attorney and the
ot her key federal officials here in Utah to reach
out to state and |l ocal |aw enforcenent on a
conti nuing and on-goi ng basis, to convene, if
appropriate, but to be a partner, not in the sense
of us telling you what to do but how we can work
together to address and to conbat drug and vi ol ent
crime, especially that involving crimnal aliens.
To make sure we follow up with action, I,
in talking wwth Senator Hatch, urged that we
i ncrease the nunber of federal crimnal prosecutors
here in Uah by nore than ten percent, and we w ||
be detailing lawers frommain justice in
Washington to work on this initiative. FB

Director Louis Freeh has agreed to assign five
addi ti onal special agents in Uah who will work on
drug cases, and DEA Adm ni strator Constantine w ||
assign a third supervisor to the DEA office here so
that we can depl oy an additional enforcenent group
that I think can have a real inpact.

Now, | think you've seen the METS teamin
action before here in Uah. And that neans, for

those that don't understand all this -- these
Washington terns and initials; I'mstill |earning
-- that -- that's the Mbile Enforcenent Team
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12 It's a teamthat cones in to support |ocal |aw

13 enforcenent, not to get the credit, not to claim
14 the turf, but to provide information, to share

15 information, to work wth state and | ocal |aw

16 enforcenent in an effective way. They've been here
17 before, they are ready to cone back, and | think

18 they will be very supportive in this increasing

19 part nershi p.
20 | know that this newinitiative will place
21 sone denmands on state and | ocal police. That
22 doesn't cone free, and we've identified
23 approxi mately $35,000 in funding to cover part of
24 the overtine, but we will work with you in every
25 way we can in this effort.

8

1 | know that drugs oftentines cone from

2 nmet hanphet am ne organi zations with their roots in

3 Mexi co, and as they cross their border to our

4 border and as they work their way through this

5 country they're comng up your interstate

6 hi ghways. We will shortly conclude a Menorandum of
7 Understanding with Utah -- Utah H ghway Patr ol

8 whereby 39 officers wll be cross-designated so

9 they can enforce federal drug | aws and have access
10 to inmportant federal databases such at the El Paso
11 | nfformati on Center which is known as EPIC

12 We have provided substantial funding to

13 Ut ah, as Senator Hatch has pointed out, over these
14 | ast several years, but | want to nmake sure that

15 we're working with you to use our efforts to

16 support your use of those funds in the w sest way
17 possi bl e.

18 Since 1994 we tripled grants from our

19 of fice of Justice prograns from$5 mllion a year
20 to over $15 mllion. |In addition, as Senator Hatch
21 has poi nted out, and through his |eadership and

22 Senator Bennett's and so many peopl e who' ve been

23 involved in this effort, there has been significant
24 fundi ng through Vi ol ence Agai nst Wonen grants,

25 grants necessary to inprove crimnal history

9

1 records. W want to work with you to try to design
2 these progranms so that they neet your needs.
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3 I n addi tion, we've awarded over $27.5

4 mllion to Uah under the Coommunity Oriented

5 Police -- Policing Services, or COPS program

6 enough noney to hire or deploy 438 officers. That
7 includes alnost $1 million in specialized funding
8 for Donestic Violence and Probl em Sol vi ng grants.

9 Now, Governor, the same thing happened

10 in 1980, only it was a lot worse in Mam than it
11 is here, in terns of the problens of illegal

12 i mmgration and mass mgrations, and it is

13 i nportant that we work together. Doris Meissner

14 has done a wonderful job in trying to build an

15 agency that neets extraordinary demands. It had

16 very little to start with and it has faced

17 I ncreasing challenges in these |ast four years. As
18 you poi nt out, we have nore than doubled our INS
19 presence here fromnine to 23 in this past year,

20 and three nore agents will arrive in Septenber.

21 But how can we work together to nmake sure
22 that federal officials cooperate anongst thensel ves
23 to use these resources as w sely as possible, and
24 then how can we work with state and | ocal |aw

25 enforcenent to ensure that we endorse our

10
1 emgration laws the right way, with proper respect
2 for legal inmmgration and with due process and
3 respect for human dignity in our enforcenent of
4 illegal immgration? To that end | wll authorize
5 federal deputization for state, county, and | ocal
6 of ficers working on cases generated by our new
7 initiative, and for the first tine we're going to
8 establish a pilot project here in Uah to authorize
9 state, county, and |ocal |aw enforcenent to enforce

10 the imnmgration aws. Acconplishing this neans

11 i ssuing regul ations, and the | aw gives the public
12 the chance to comment on proposed regul ati ons.

13 | ' ve discovered, Mayor, it takes longer to
14 get things done in Washington than it does to get
15 t hi ngs done sonetines in Salt Lake City, but we're
16 going to make sure we get these regul ations out as
17 fast as possible, consistent with your

18 opportunities to coments upon them

19 But then the big question is -- and the

20 sane thing happened in Mam -- where do we put
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these people if this initiative works as well as we
all contenplate that it will work? Today |'mvery
pl eased to make four announcenents: First, |'m
wel | aware of there is a detention space problem
here in Uah. W need space to hold both federal

11
crimnals and illegal aliens who are awaiting
deportation. Wthout that space there's a serious
limt to the amount of enforcenent activity which
we can acconplish. W are going to increase by 56
percent the nunmber of federal jail beds here in
Utah. Mreover, | also want to nmake sure that
we're not just relying on your goodw ll. | want to
make sure that we're guaranteeing that there are
al ways sone beds available to us. | will work with
Senators Hatch and Bennett to secure congressi onal
funding for at |east a 200 percent increase of the
nunber of jail beds here in Utah, where the federal
gover nment guar antees paynent for the space whet her
it's used or not.

The west needs nore prison space for
sentenced federal prisoners. W know that we need
the noney to build a penitentiary for maxi num
security prisoners. Senators Hatch and Bennett, |
want to work with you in every way that's right and
proper to study possible sites for that
penitentiary and to explore those possibilities.

One of the things that | discover as
Attorney Ceneral -- the sanme was true in Mam --
you sonetinmes had services and you sonetines had
prograns, but getting people to those services or

12
prograns was difficult because of transportation
i ssues. W need to address the issue of
transportation so that we can increase the nunber
of illegal aliens renoved fromthis area, and |
have directed and | think Conmm ssioner Meissner is
in the process of inplenenting sonme additional vans
that will provide for the renoval of inmates so
that we can have additional spaces. |'ve asked
U.S. Marshall Service Director Gonzal ez to increase
fromone flight every two weeks to one flight every
week the marshal's air service out of Salt Lake
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City for aliens ready to be repatriated to Mexi co.
This will virtually double the effective bed space
because we' Il be noving people out at twi ce the
speed.

And | look forward to hearing from you
today as to what we can do to be nore effective
with the resources we have. | constantly |earn
when | conme to communiti es.

But, Governor, you've touched on sonething
dear to ny heart. The first tinme | net Lieutenant
Governor Wal ker was in the Everglades, and | didn't
expect to see the Lieutenant Governor from Utah in
the Florida Evergl ades, but there she was, to |earn
what the Departnent of Interior was doing wth the

13
of fice of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention to develop an effective effort for young
serious delinquents. And it is so rewarding to
have the chance to talk with her today.

But what you touch upon is the need to
recogni ze that our children are wonderful,
wonderful little beings. |If given half a chance
they can grow in strong, constructive, positive
ways. We have worked with you through the Wed and
Seed program and t hrough the Conprehensive
Communities Program and it was so rewarding this
norning to hear people coment on how successf ul
t hat program has been, not to tell you what to do
but to see how this governnent -- the federal
governnment can work with | ocal governnment to fil
in places to neet needs, to do it the right way
according to what you need in your communities. W
want to work with you in building on that effort,
and | ook forward to hearing fromtoday fromthe
educators that 1've had a chance to neet, the
clergy and local officials, as to how we can be a
better partner in giving our young people a chance
to growin a strong and positive way.

As the prosecutor in Mam 1'd pick up a
presentence investigation, |ook at three places

14
along the line where we could have intervened to
have made a difference in that child's life. Wth
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the feeling and the commtnent in this room wth
your remarks, Governor, with everything com ng
together in just such an effective summt, | think
we can hear ways that the governnent can respond
even nore effectively in supporting your efforts to
gi ve our children a future.

This is exciting. | worried when | cane to
Washi ngton that | would | ose ny sense of conmunity,
that | would get envel oped by the beltway and never
get out. But fromthat neeting in June of 1993
when | canme out to Salt Lake City and saw what you
were doing in terns of community and now from so
many ot her opportunities | have had, and this one

bei ng one of the nost special, | know | wll never
| ose ny sense of community but | wll just gain a
greater appreciation for the Salt Lake City's -- or
your newest city, | guess, Taylorsville, and I

guess other cities across this country and states
and rural areas that are making a difference
because peopl e care.

Thank you for caring. (Applause)

ORRIN HATCH: Well, | can't tell you how
much your speach has neant to us today, yours and

the governors, and I -- it was -- it is truly
wonderful to have you in that position responsive
to our needs and -- and responding to our needs as

much as you can today. But it's only the
begi nning. W are going to nmake sure we do even
nor e.

| want to, again, express our appreciation
as U ahns to Janet Reno for her responsiveness to

these needs. W will explore these enhancenents
that she's nentioned today in greater detail during
the -- during the federal perspective that we'll be

di scussi ng here.
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