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R E M A R K S O F H O N . J A N E T R E N O 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

BEFORE THE 

NATIONAL POLITICAL CONGRESS 

OF BLACK WOMEN, INC. 

Tuesday, September 16, 1997 

Ho tell Washington 

515 15th Street, North West, 

Washington, D. C. 

Pro ceedings 

(2:10 p.m.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Thank you, Dr. Tucker, and thank you a!! for that 

w a r m w e l c o m e . I a m v e r y p l e a s e d t o b e h e r e w i t h y o u t o d a y f o r m y f i r s t c o n t a c t 

w i t h y o u f r o m w h e n I c a m e t o W a s h i n g t o n t i l l n o w . Y o u a r e a n o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 

a c t i o n a n d y o u f o ! ! ow t h r o u g h . 

(App!ause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: You have made me fee! so we!come. So many of 

y o u r m e m b e r s w h o a r e s o c o u r a g e o u s - - p e o p ! e ! ike Dr . D o r o t h y H e i g h t a n d E ! eano r 

H o ! m e s N o r t o n a n d y o u , D r . T u c k e r , w h o h a v e b r o u g h t u s a!! t o g e t h e r h e r e t o d a y 

a n d w h o h a v e l e d t h e e f f o r t t o p r o m o t e p o s i t i v e i m a g e s r a t h e r t h a n v i o ! en t 

n e g a t i v e o n e s i n t o d a y ' s m u s i c s c e n e . 
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You all have b!azed a trail for so many, and have made a difference for thousands 

a n d t h o u s a n d s o f A m e r i c a n s , a n d I t h a n k y o u . 

I want to pay special note to a remarkab!e lady. I am so proud of our Secretary 

o f L a b o r , A ! e x i s H e r m a n . 

(App!ause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: You heard her yesterday. She demonstrated in that 

U P S s t r i k e a t i r e ! e s s e n e r g y a n d p a t i e n c e a n d an ab i ! i t y t o l o o k a t a con f ! i c t 

b e t w e e n t w o s i d e s s e e m i n g ! y s o f a r a p a r t o n f u n d a m e n t a l i s s u e s a n d f i n d t h a t 

p !ace w h e r e t h e y c a n b o t h a g r e e o n t h e i r c o m m o n goa ! s . A n d w h a t t o u c h e d m e 

s o d e e p ! y w a s w h e n s h e g o t s o m a n y l a u d a t o r y c o m m e n t s i n t h e p r e s s . T h e r e 

w e r e s o m a n y p e o p ! e i n t h i s c i t y , a c i t y t h a t c a n s o m e t i m e s b e c y n i c a l , w h o w e r e 

s o h a p p y f o r s u c h a w o n d e r f u l l a d y a n d t h o u g h t i t w a s s o we ! ! d e s e r v e d . 

And in my department I re!y so much on the wise counsel and the great expertise 

o f L o r e t t a A r g r e t t , o u r A s s i s t a n t A t t o r n e y G e n e r a ! f o r t h e T a x D i v i s i o n , w h o i s o n e 

o f t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e , f i n e pub ! i c s e r v a n t s I h a v e e v e r m e t . 

Your organization, as I look at it, has done so much to bring African-American 

w o m e n o f a c h i e v e m e n t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d t o i m p r o v e o u r 

g o v e r n m e n t b y i n c ! ud i ng t h e m . Y o u h a v e d o n e s o m u c h t o m e n t o r y o u n g w o m e n 

a n d t o m o t i v a t e t h e m a n d e n c o u r a g e t h e m t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e po! i t i ca ! p r o c e s s , 

a n d y o u b r i n g a c r u c i a l p e r s p e c t i v e t o t h e t a b ! e w h e n w e d e b a t e t h e i m p o r t a n t 

i s s u e s a n d p r o b ! e m s o f s o c i e t y . 

I wou!d like to speak to you today about diversity and exce!!ence. Some critics 

c h a r g e t h a t d i v e r s i t y d e t r a c t s f r o m s o m e a b s t r a c t n o t i o n o f q u a l i t y o r me r i t . 

T h a t ' s s i m p ! y n o t t r u e . W e k n o w t h a t d i v e r s i t y i s o n e o f t h i s n a t i o n ' s g r e a t e s t a n d 

m o s t w o n d e r f u l a s s e t s . I n e d u c a t i o n , d i v e r s i t y a d d s t o t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f ! e a r n i n g , 

a n d i t p r o v i d e s a d i v e r s e t a ! en t p oo ! t h a t e n r i c h e s a!! w a ! k s o f A m e r i c a n l i fe . 

In the workp!ace, it contributes to our economic strength and businesses' bottom 

l i ne . I n !aw e n f o r c e m e n t , d i v e r s i t y h a s e n a b ! e d o u r n a t i o n ' s po l i c e d e p a r t m e n t s t o 

b e g i n t o b e t t e r re !a te t o a n d t o e a r n t h e t r u s t o f a!! t h e c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t t h e y 

p r o t e c t . A n d i n o u r c o u n c i ! s o f g o v e r n m e n t m i n o r i t y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h a v e b r o u g h t 

g r e a t t a l e n t , n e w v o i c e s , a n d n e w p e r s p e c t i v e s t o t h e t a b l e a n d i m p r o v e d t h e 

r e s p o n s i v e n e s s o f g o v e r n m e n t t o t h e n e e d s o f o u r c o m m u n i t i e s . 

(App!ause.) 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: I know the va!ue of diversity and to!erance because 

I w a s b o r n a n d r a i s e d i n M i a m i , a c i t y w h e r e t h e d i f f e r e n t c u ! t u r e s o f i ts r e s i d e n t s 

h a v e c o m e t o g e t h e r t o p r o v i d e a n i m m e a s u r a b ! e r i c h n e s s . M i a m i ' s s t r e n g t h i s a !so 

A m e r i c a ' s s t r e n g t h , b u t M i a m i ' s c h a ! ! e n g e s a r e A m e r i c a ' s c h a ! ! e nge s . 

We must teach a!! our peop!e to rejoice in the magnificent diversity of this nation. 

W e m u s t !ea rn t o a p p r e c i a t e e a c h o t h e r ' s p e r s p e c t i v e s a n d i n v e s t i n e a c h o t h e r ' s 

s t r u g g ! e s . 

In our own generation we have seen remarkab!e progress in our efforts to bridge 

t h e g a p b e t w e e n o u r i dea ! s o f f r e e d o m , e qua ! i t y a n d j u s t i c e a n d t h e h a r s h e r 

rea ! i t y o f o u r da i ! y e x p e r i e n c e . W e h a v e g o n e f r o m J i m C r o w ! aws t o c iv i ! r i gh t s 

! aws f o r m i n o r i t i e s , w o m e n , a n d p e r s o n s w i t h d i sab i ! i t i e s , f r o m ! i t e racy t e s t s f o r 

v o t i n g t o m i n o r i t y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t e v e r y !eve! o f g o v e r n m e n t , i n c ! ud i ng t h e ha!!s 

o f C o n g r e s s . 

But we cannot say we have finished our journey today when African-Americans 

a n d H i s p a n i c s st i!! h a v e a h a r d e r t i m e r e n t i n g an a p a r t m e n t , g e t t i n g a j o b , o r 

o b t a i n i n g a ! oan . W e h a v e n o t c o m p ! e t e d o u r j o u r n e y w h e n t h e u n e m p ! o y m e n t 

f o r A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n m a ! e s i s st i!! t w i c e a s h i g h a s i t i s f o r w h i t e m a ! e s . E v e n 

c o ! ! e g e - e d u c a t e d A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n , H i s p a n i c a n d A s i a n A m e r i c a n m e n a n d 

w o m e n o f e v e r y r a c e a n d e t h n i c b a c k g r o u n d a r e p a i d !ess t h a n c o m p a r a b ! y -

e d u c a t e d a n d c o m p a r a b ! y - t r a i n e d w h i t e m e n . 

O!d habits die hard. Attitudes change s!ow!y. We must do more, much more, to 

o p e n t h e d o o r s o f o p p o r t u n i t y s o t h a t e v e r y A m e r i c a n c a n s h a r e i n a n d fu!!y 

c o n t r i b u t e t o o u r n a t i o n ' s b o u n t y . A n d i n t o d a y ' s g ! oba ! m a r k e t p ! a c e A m e r i c a 

n e e d s t o t a p t h e i n h e r e n t p o t e n t i a ! i n e v e r y s i ng !e o n e o f o u r c i t i z en s . T o d o t h a t , 

w e m u s t m a k e e d u c a t i o n , g o o d e d u c a t i o n , equa ! ! y a c c e s s i b ! e t o a!!. 

As a nation, we have made great strides in broadening opportunities in higher 

e d u c a t i o n . J u s t s i n c e 1 9 9 0 , t h e n u m b e r o f H i s p a n i c s en ro ! ! ed i n co ! ! eges a n d 

un i v e r s i t i e s h a s i n c r e a s e d b y 3 5 p e r c e n t , A s i a n - A m e r i c a n e n r o ! ! m e n t b y 3 5 

p e r c e n t , a n d , s i n c e 1 9 9 0 , A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n e n r o ! ! m e n t i n h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n h a s 

i n c r e a s e d b y 1 6 p e r c e n t . T h e n u m b e r o f m i n o r i t i e s g r a d u a t i n g f r o m co ! ! eges a n d 

un i v e r s i t i e s i s a !so r i s i n g , a n d we a!! b ene f i t . 

Greater integration has meant a better education for a!! of the students invo!ved. 

F o r e d u c a t i o n d e p e n d s o n d i a ! o g u e , n o t j u s t b e t w e e n s t u d e n t a n d t e a c h e r b u t 

b e t w e e n t h e s t u d e n t a n d h i s o r h e r c ! a s s m a t e s . 

Think back. Late night in the dormitory, you a!! remember the argument you had 
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with the upperc!assman about some comp!icated issue of government better than 

m a n y o f t h e ! e s s on s t h a t y o u ! e a r n ed i n t h a t g o v e r n m e n t c ! a s s r o o m . E d u c a t i o n 

d e p e n d s o n e x p o s u r e t o d i f f e r e n t p e r s p e c t i v e s , e x p o s u r e s w h i c h a r e b o t h 

e n ! i g h t e n i n g a n d s t i m u ! a t i n g . I t e n c o u r a g e s s t u d e n t s t o q u e s t i o n a n d c h a ! ! e nge 

t h e m s e ! v e s a n d t o c h a ! ! e nge o t h e r s . S t u d e n t s d e v e ! o p a m u t u a ! r e s p e c t a n d !ea rn 

t o c o m m u n i c a t e a c r o s s cu ! t u r a ! b a r r i e r s a n d t o n e g o t i a t e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s . 

The president of Harvard University, Nea! Rudenstein, said it we!!: In our wor!d, it 

i s n o t e n o u g h f o r u s a n d o u r s t u d e n t s t o a c k n o w ! e d g e t h a t o t h e r p e o p ! e w i t h 

o t h e r m o d e s o f t h o u g h t a n d f e e ! i ng a n d a c t i o n e x i s t s o m e w h e r e , u n s e e n , 

u n h e a r d , u n v i s i t e d a n d u n k n o w n . L i t t !e , i f a n y t h i n g , c a n s u b s t i t u t e f o r c o n t i n u e d 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h o t h e r s w h o a r e d i f f e r e n t f r o m o u r s e ! v e s a n d w h o c h a ! ! e n g e us , 

e v e n a s w e c h a ! ! e nge t h e m . 

For more than 20 years, our !aws have recognized the important va!ue of 

d i v e r s i t y i n e d u c a t i o n . L a s t y e a r , h o w e v e r , a F e d e r a ! a p p e a ! s c o u r t i n T e x a s ru !ed 

t h a t t h i s 2 0 y e a r s o f !aw i s n o ! o nge r g o o d !aw. T h i s i s t h e H o p w o o d c a s e , w h i c h 

ru !ed t h a t t h e v a ! u e a d v a n c e d b y d i v e r s i t y c ou ! d n o t j u s t i f y a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n i n 

e d u c a t i o n . I n Ca ! i f o r n i a , t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Ca ! i f o rn i a s y s t e m h a s n o w e ! i m i n a t e d 

a n y a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f r a c e a n d e t h n i c i t y i n a d m i s s i o n s , a n d 

P r o p o s i t i o n 2 0 9 h a s e x t e n d e d t h e d a m a g i n g e f f e c t t o g o v e r n m e n t a ! p r o g r a m s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e S t a t e . 

We be!ieve those decisions are wrong. 

(App!ause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: We continue to be!ieve that if the setting in which 

s t u d e n t s !earn ! ooks m o r e ! ike t h e w o r ! d i n w h i c h t h e y wi ! ! ! ive t h e i r e d u c a t i o n wi ! ! 

b e s t r o n g e r . T h e s t u d e n t s b e n e f i t t i n g f r o m a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n a r e c o n t r i b u t i n g a n d 

d o i n g s o we! ! a t s c hoo ! . T h e y g r a d u a t e . T h e y p a s s t h e b a r o r t h e b o a r d s , a n d 

t h e y b e c o m e w o n d e r f u ! d o c t o r s , ! a w y e r s a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

In the State Attorney's office and now at the Department of Justice, I am a 

f i r s t h a n d b e n e f i c i a r y o f a d i v e r s e w o r k f o r c e . M i n o r i t y ! a w y e r s h a v e c o n s i s t e n t ! y 

p e r f o r m e d a t t h e v e r y h i g h e s t !eve!s a s p r o s e c u t o r s , c iv i ! a d v o c a t e s , a n d a d v i s o r s , 

a n d i n m a n y c a s e s h a v e g o n e o n t o b e c o m e s o m e o f o u r f i n e s t j u d g e s . A n d j u s t 

t h i s p a s t m o n t h I s t o o d p r o u d ! y a s t h e D e p u t y A t t o r n e y G e n e r a ! o f t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , E r i c Ho ! d e r , w a s s w o r n in . 

(App!ause.) 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: They have he!ped bring a strength and 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g , a c r ed i b i ! i t y t o t h o s e c r u c i a ! i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t w o u ! d s i m p ! y be 

! a ck i ng w i t h o u t t h e m . 

Let me give you just one examp!e of a broader view of merit and the benefits of 

d i v e r s i t y i n e d u c a t i o n . A s t u d y o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Ca ! i f o rn i a M e d i c a ! S c h o o ! 

g r a d u a t e s e x a m i n e d w h e r e d o c t o r s p r a c t i c e d a f t e r g r a d u a t i n g . T h e s t u d y f i r s t 

n o t e d t h a t i n Ca ! i f o rn i a m i n o r i t y c o m m u n i t i e s w e r e f o u r t i m e s a s ! ike!y a s o t h e r s 

t o h a v e a s h o r t a g e o f d o c t o r s , e v e n t a k i n g i n to a c c o u n t t h e i n c o m e !eve! o f t h e 

c o m m u n i t y . I t a !so f o u n d t h a t a m u c h h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e o f m i n o r i t y g r a d u a t e s 

t h a n w h i t e g r a d u a t e s p r a c t i c e d i n a r e a s t h a t w e r e u n d e r s e r v e d b y t h e m e d i c a ! 

p r o f e s s i o n . 

Thus, the nation can improve its medica! care by ensuring diversity in medica! 

s c h o o ! s , a n d i t c a n s a v e o u r s e ! v e s a !ot o f h e a r t a c h e , a !ot o f do ! !a rs , by p r o v i d i n g 

t h a t m e d i c a ! c a r e u p f r o n t i n p r i m a r y c a s e r a t h e r t h a n w a i t i n g f o r c o n d i t i o n s t o 

w o r s e n a n d f o r c h i ! d r en t o b e h o sp i t a ! i z e d a n d c a s e s t o b e c o m e d i f f i cu ! t a n d 

c o m p ! e x . 

Let us use common sense as we ta!k about diversity as we!!. 

(App!ause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: But we may be turning in the opposite direction. I 

a m c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h e g a i n s i n i n t e g r a t i n g o u r i n s t i t u t i o n s o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 

a r e a t r i sk . I n t h e w a k e o f H o p w o o d , m i n o r i t y !aw s c h o o ! a p p ! i c a t i o n s t o t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y o f T e x a s p ! u m m e t e d . I n y e a r s pa s t , m o r e m i n o r i t y !aw s t u d e n t s 

g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f T e x a s !aw s c h o o ! t h a n a n y o t h e r . T h i s y e a r on ! y 

1 1 A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s w e r e a c c e p t e d , c o m p a r e d t o 6 5 !ast y e a r . N o n e o f t h i s 

y e a r ' s a c c e p t e d s t u d e n t s c h o s e t o enro ! ! . T h e n u m b e r o f H i s p a n i c s t u d e n t s 

a c c e p t e d a t t h e !aw s c h o o ! w a s ha!f w h a t i t w a s !ast y e a r . 

In Ca!ifornia, after the decision by the University of Ca!ifornia regents and after 

P r o p o s i t i o n 2 0 9 , U C L A !aw s c h o o ! a c c e p t e d on ! y 2 1 A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s t u d e n t s 

t h i s y e a r , 8 0 p e r c e n t f e w e r t h a n !ast y e a r . H i s p a n i c a d m i s s i o n s fe!! 3 0 p e r c e n t . 

T h e d r o p i n B ! a ck a n d H i s p a n i c a d m i s s i o n s a t U C - B e r k e ! e y w a s e v e n m o r e 

d r a m a t i c . 

The United States Government and the United States Department of Justice are 

v e r y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e s e u n w e ! c o m e d e v e ! o p m e n t s . W e h a v e s a i d s o 

r e p e a t e d ! y , a n d wi ! ! c o n t i n u e t o d o s o . W e h a v e s u p p o r t e d t h e c on s t i t u t i o n a ! i t y o f 

e d u c a t i o n a ! d i v e r s i t y i n t h e H o p w o o d c a s e itse!f, a n d w e wi ! ! c o n t i n u e t o !ook f o r 
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opportunities to overturn that decision and persuade other jurisdictions not to 

f o i i o w it. 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: We have argued that Proposition 209 is 

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l b e c a u s e m i n o r i t i e s s h o u l d h a v e t h e s a m e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t 

o t h e r g r o u p s e n j o y t o p e r s u a d e t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t t o h e i p w i t h i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , 

b e c a u s e i t d e n i e s t h a t e q u a l c h a n c e a t po l i t i ca l p a r t i c i p a t i o n . W e c o n t i n u e t o 

b e i i e v e t h a t P r o p o s i t i o n 2 0 9 i s u n w i s e a n d u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a i . 

We have strongiy supported the iawfuiness of considering diversity in 

e m p i o y m e n t d e c i s i o n s a s r e c e n t i y a s o u r S u p r e m e C o u r t f i i i ng i n t h e P i s c a t a w a y 

c a s e j u s t i as t m o n t h . I c a n a s s u r e y o u t h a t w e w i i i c o n t i n u e t o u s e o u r i ega i 

r e s o u r c e s a n d o u r b e s t i ega i j u d g m e n t t o b e a s t r o n g a n d c r e d i b i e f o r c e f o r 

f a i r n e s s , f o r d i v e r s i t y , a n d f o r e x c e l l e n c e . 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Abraham Lincoin said that a house divided cannot 

s t a n d , a n d t h a t a n a t i o n d i v i d e d c a n n o t s t a n d . W e c an ' t h a v e a d i v i d e d n a t i o n , 

p a r t g i v e n a c c e s s t o t h e f i n e s t e d u c a t i o n a i o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d pa r t d e n i e d t h a t 

a c c e s s . 

Because that boy or giri who is the first in the family to go to coiiege wiii iikeiy 

b e c o m e a p a r e n t w h o s e s o n o r d a u g h t e r w i i i r e a p t h e b e n e f i t h a n d e d d o w n f r o m 

o n e g e n e r a t i o n t o a n o t h e r , ie t ' s i o o k a t c o m m o n s e n s e , ie t ' s i o o k a t t h e f u t u r e 

w h e n w e t a i k a b o u t d i v e r s i t y i n t h i s n a t i o n . 

But sometimes I think that the affirmative action debate has got to be focused in 

a n o t h e r a r e a w i t h e q u a i f o c u s , e q u a i i n t en s i t y . A f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n i n h i g h e r 

e d u c a t i o n i s s o e x t r a o r d i n a r i i y i m p o r t a n t , b u t i t i s n o t e n o u g h , a n d f o r s o m e i t i s 

t o o i a t e . W e n e e d t o t a k e s t r o n g a c t i o n i n o u r n a t i o n ' s p r e s c h o o i p r o g r a m s a n d i n 

o u r s e c o n d a r y a n d e i e m e n t a r y s c h o o i s s o t h a t ai i o f o u r c h i i d r e n h a v e t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o i e a r n , t o b e c o m e c o m p e t i t i v e i n t h e w o r k f o r c e s o f t o m o r r o w , a n d 

t o g r o w i n a p o s i t i v e a n d h e a i t h y a n d s a f e e n v i r o n m e n t . 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: We must reemphasize quaiity in education as weii as 

r ac i a i i n t e g r a t i o n a s g o a i s o f t h e p o s t - B r o w n s t r u g g i e . A p i a c e i n an i n t e g r a t e d 

c i a s s r o o m i s w o r t h h a v i n g o n i y i f i t p r o v i d e s o u r c h i i d r e n w i t h a t r u e o p p o r t u n i t y 
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t o e x ce ! . T h a t o p p o r t u n i t y i s g o i n g t o d e p e n d on s e v e r a ! t i m e - t e s t p r i n c i p ! e s -¬

h i g h e x p e c t a t i o n s , ea r ! y a t t e n t i o n , a n d e q u a ! o p p o r t u n i t y . 

Expectations are key. We must -- we must have high expectations for our 

c h i ! d r en s o t h a t t h e y wi ! ! b e g i n t o h a v e h i g h e x p e c t a t i o n s f o r t h e m s e ! v e s . T h e 

g r e a t e d u c a t o r a n d M o r e h o u s e P r e s i d e n t B e n j a m i n M a y s o n c e s a i d : T h e t r a g e d y 

i n !ife d o e s !ie i n n o t r e a c h i n g y o u r g oa ! s ; t h e t r a g e d y !ies i n h a v i n g no g o a ! t o 

r e a c h . I t i s n o t a d i s g r a c e to r e a c h f o r t h e s t a r s , b u t i t i s a d i s g r a c e to h a v e no 

s t a r s t o r e a c h f o r . N o t f a i ! u r e , b u t !ow a i m i s s i n . 

Our goa!, our effort shou!d not be about avoiding fai!ure but avoiding !ow aim. 

J u s t !ast w e e k t h e A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n o f T e a c h e r s r e ! e a s ed a d i s t r e s s i n g r e p o r t 

a b o u t s o c i a ! p r o m o t i o n , t h e p h e n o m e n o n o f p a s s i n g s t u d e n t s o n t o t h e n e x t 

g r a d e e v e n t h o u g h t h e y a r e fa i ! i ng i n k e y s u b j e c t s . A s P r e s i d e n t C ! i n t on h a s m a d e 

c !ear , m o v i n g ch i ! d r en t h r o u g h t h e s y s t e m w i t h o u t g i v i n g t h e m t h e r ea ! t oo ! s t h e y 

n e e d d o e s t h e m n o f a v o r s . 

We need to identify those kids having troub!e and work with them more di!igent!y 

b e f o r e t h e y fa i ! . T h i n k o f w h a t c a n h a p p e n i s w e g a ! v a n i z e t h i s n a t i o n , i f e v e r y 

o n e o f u s h a d a s c h o o ! o r o n e s t u d e n t f o r w h o m w e w e r e m e n t o r o r s p o n s o r . 

W h a t a d i f f e r e n c e we c ou ! d po s s i b ! y m a k e i n t h e !ife o f e v e r y ch i !d i n A m e r i c a . 

The attention of teachers and parents is a second key. Teachers who can give 

c h i ! d r en p e r s o n a ! a t t e n t i o n do m a k e a d i f f e r e n c e . I r e m e m b e r t h e n a m e s o f e v e r y 

s i ng ! e o n e o f m y t e a c h e r s - - t h e o n e s t h a t w e r e m e a n t o m e bu t t a u g h t m e we! ! - ¬

(Laughter.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: -- and the ones that !oved me and expected a !ot 

f r o m m e b u t g a v e m e t h e r i gh t p u s h . 

And what means as much or more is a so!id fami!y structure. It is noteworthy that 

a r e c e n t s t u d y o f t h o u s a n d s o f t e e n a g e r s o v e r s e v e r a ! y e a r s c o n c ! u d e d t h a t o n e 

o f t h e g r e a t e s t f a c t o r s c o r r e ! a t e d w i t h w h e t h e r a ch i !d a b s t a i n s f r o m d r u g s a n d 

a ! coho ! a n d s t a y s o u t o f t r o u b ! e i s t h e be ! i e f b y t h a t ch i !d t h a t h e i s ! oved b y h i s 

f am i ! y . 

We a!so need to broaden our after-schoo! programs and evening programs. The 

m o s t v i o ! en t h o u r o f t h e d a y f o r j u v e n i ! e o f f e n d e r s b e g i n s a t 3 : 0 0 p .m . , a f t e r 

s c h o o ! b u t b e f o r e p a r e n t s c o m e h o m e f r o m w o r k . Ha ! f o f a!! t h e v i o ! en t c r i m e 

c o m m i t t e d b y j u v e n i ! e s o c c u r s b e t w e e n 2 : 00 i n t h e a f t e r n o o n a n d 8 : 0 0 i n t h e 

e v e n i n g . 
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T h e s e s t a t i s t i c s c r y o u t f o r a s i m p i e s o i u t i o n . I f w e a r e s i m p i y p o u r i n g o u r y o u n g 

p e o p i e o u t o f o u r s c h o o i b u i i d i n g s a n d o n t o t h e s t r e e t s w h e r e t h e y a r e b e c o m i n g 

a p r o b i e m o r w h e r e t h e y a r e b e i n g hu r t , h o w a b o u t u s i n g t h e s c h o o i b u i i d i n g s 

a n d k e e p i n g t h e m o p e n i a t e r ? 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: We are not taiking about new construction. The 

b u i i d i n g s a r e a i r e a d y t h e r e . W e a r e t a i k i n g a b o u t a s a f e h a v e n w h e r e a y o u n g 

p e r s o n c a n g o w i t h f r i e n d s t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n s p o r t s , c o n t i n u e i e a r n i n g o n t h e 

c o m p u t e r , d o h i s h o m e w o r k , t a i k w i t h a t e a c h e r , b e c a u s e t h e r e i s t o o m u c h 

d a n g e r a n d p r e s s u r e o n t h e s t r e e t s t o b e s a f e . 

What good is aii the greatness in higher education going to mean to a youngster 

s h o t d o w n o n o u r s t r e e t s ? 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Let us join together to make sure that in the years 

t o c o m e e v e r y ch i i d i n A m e r i c a h a s a p p r o p r i a t e s u p e r v i s i o n a n d p r o g r a m s 

a v a i i a b i e f o r t h e m i n t h e a f t e r n o o n s a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g s . 

We shouid aiso do more to address the inequaiity among the schoois in our 

c o m m u n i t i e s . I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e i y t r u e t h a t b e c a u s e o f e c o n o m i c i n e q u a i i t y 

p r e d o m i n a n t i y m i n o r i t y s c h o o i s o f t e n r e c e i v e m u c h i n f e r i o r r e s o u r c e s t h a n 

p r e d o m i n a n t i y w h i t e s c h o o i s . W e n e e d t o f i n d w a y s t o d e v e i o p a n d f i n a n c e c i t y 

s c h o o i s y s t e m s t h a t w i i i k e e p f a m i i i e s , b o t h b i a c k a n d w h i t e , i n t h e p ub i i c s c h o o i s 

a n d k e e p t h e i r c h i i d r e n e x p o s e d o n a d a i i y b a s i s t o q u a i i t y e d u c a t i o n t h a t 

p r e p a r e s t h e m f o r t h e f u t u r e . 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: I know that every proposed soiution comes with a 

p r i c e t a g , b u t t h e o n i y w a y t o b e c o s t - e f f e c t i v e i s t o g e t i t r i gh t t h e f i r s t t i m e . N o 

a m o u n t o f m o n e y w e s p e n d b u i i d i n g p r i s o n s 1 8 y e a r s f r o m n o w w i i i b e e n o u g h t o 

m a k e u p f o r t h e p r o b i e m s w e n e g i e c t t o d a y . 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: I try to visit a schooi here in the District on the 

a v e r a g e o f o n c e a w e e k . S o m e t i m e s I f a i i , b u t s o m e t i m e s I am a t s c h o o i s t w i c e 

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0916_cbw.htmi (8 of 10) [5/27/2009 4:08:19 PM] 

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0916_cbw.htmi


10-16-97: REMARKS OF HON. JANET RENO BEFORE THE NATIONAL POLITICAL CONGRESS OF BLACK WOMEN, INC. 

and three times a week. It is so exciting to see what youngsters are doing. I can 

te!! y o u t h a t p rac t i ca ! ! y e v e r y ch i !d c o m e s t o t h e ea r ! y g r a d e s a t s c h o o ! w i t h a n 

i n t e r e s t i n ! e a r n i n g , w i t h a b r i g h t t w i n k ! e i n h i s o r h e r e y e . B u t s o m e t i m e s by t h e 

s i x t h g r a d e y o u s e e t h e m s ! i pp ing a w a y . 

We need to keep that desire to !earn burning bright, and the ear!ier we reach 

t h e s e k i d s t h e m o s t s u c c e s s w e h a v e . I n d e e d , w e n e e d t o g o b a c k e v e n f u r t h e r 

f o r , a s s o m e o f y o u h a v e h e a r d , i t i s n o t K t h r o u g h 1 2 ; i t i s z e r o t o f i v e w h e r e i t 

m a k e s a!! t h e d i f f e r e n c e . 

(App!ause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Where the chi!d !earns the concept of reward and 

p u n i s h m e n t a n d d e v e ! o p s a c o n s c i e n c e , u n d e r s t a n d s t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n r i gh t 

a n d w r o n g , w h e r e 5 0 p e r c e n t o f a!! ! e a r n ed h u m a n r e s p o n s e i s ! e a r n ed i n t h e f i r s t 

t h r e e y e a r s o f ! ife. W h a t g o o d a r e t h e b e s t e ! e m e n t a r y s c h o o ! s g o i n g t o b e t e n 

y e a r s f r o m n o w i f t h a t ch i !d d o e s n o t h a v e t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f ! e a r n i ng i n t h e s e 

ea r ! y y e a r s . 

Let us make sure that our chi!dren, a!! our chi!dren, have qua!ity not chi!d care 

b u t e d u - c a r e , u n d e r s t a n d i n g h o w i m p o r t a n t t h o s e f i r s t y e a r s a r e i n e d u c a t i o n . 

Now these are daunting cha!!enges, but 40 years ago those chi!dren and their 

p a r e n t s i n T o p e k a , K a n s a s , a n d L i t t !e R o c k , A ! a s k a , i n C ! a r e n d o n C o u n t y , S o u t h 

C a r o ! i n a , h a d t h e s t r e n g t h a n d t h e c o u r a g e t o f a c e d o w n a n i n t r a c t ab ! e 

e s t a b ! i s h m e n t he ! ! -ben t o n s e g r e g a t i o n . B u t I a m no t r e a d y t o s a y t h a t t o d a y ' s 

c h a ! ! e n g e s a r e b e y o n d o u r g r a s p , a n d n e i t h e r s h o u ! d y o u . 

And as we address our prob!ems we have to do a!! that we can to hea! the 

d i v i s i o n s c a u s e d b y b i g o t r y a n d i n t o ! e r a n c e , t o h e a ! t h e y o u t h w h o i s a n g r y , t o 

w e ! c o m e t h e i m m i g r a n t a c r o s s t h e r a c i a ! d i v i d e . W e n e e d t o s p e a k o u t a g a i n s t 

p r e j u d i c e a n d h a t r e d w h e r e v e r w e f i n d it. 

Our task is to he!p bui!d a sense of community by reaching out to others. As the 

P r e s i d e n t h a s u r g e d , w e m u s t t a ! k o p e n ! y a b o u t r a c e r e ! a t i on s i n t h i s c o u n t r y . W e 

m u s t ta !k w i t h r e s p e c t . We m u s t ! i s ten w i t h a ! i s t en ing e a r a n d g e t r id o f t h e 

a n g r y r h e t o r i c t h a t h a s s o m a r k e d t h i s i s s u e i n s o m a n y i n s t a n c e s . 

Last month I spoke to the Nationa! Association of Po!ice Organizations. These are 

! ine o f f i c e r s . I t o !d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f o u r n a t i o n ' s !aw e n f o r c e m e n t o f f i c e r s 

d i r e c t ! y t h a t t h e y h a d t o f a c e t h e i s s u e o f r a c i s m a n d r e a c h o u t t o t h e 

c o m m u n i t i e s i n w h i c h t h e y pa t ro ! . I h a v e t h a t s a m e r e spons i b i ! i t y . W e a!! h a v e 
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this responsibiiity, to reject raciai isoiationism, and reach out across this 

w o n d e r f u i n a t i o n t o u n d e r s t a n d e a c h o t h e r . 

One of them stood up and said, but what do you do after you've tried to caim an 

a n g r y d i s t u r b a n c e f o r t w o h o u r s a n d p e o p i e a r e t h r e a t e n i n g y o u a n d t h e n y o u 

a r r e s t s o m e b o d y a n d t h e n t h e y c r i t i c i z e y o u ? I s a y s i t d o w n a n d t a i k i t o u t - - t a i k 

i t o u t s o t h a t y o u c a n u n d e r s t a n d e a c h o t h e r , n o t w i t h a n g r y s h o u t i n g o n e i t h e r 

s i d e , bu t i n a c a i m e r t i m e w h e r e w e c a n b e g i n t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t c a u s e d t h e 

p r o b i e m i n t h e f i r s t p i a c e a n d r e s o i v e o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g s s o t h a t i t d o e s n ' t 

h a p p e n a g a i n . 

(Appiause.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Our chaiienge is to seek out our common interests, 

o u r c o m m o n g r o u n d , a n d t o r e m i n d o u r s e i v e s o f o u r c o m m o n d r e a m s , b e c a u s e i t 

i s t o e a s y t o s e e t h e d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t d i v i d e u s t h a t w e f o r g e t t h e h u m a n i t y t h a t 

u n i t e s u s . 

We cannot forget that the needs of the biack community, the Hispanic and Asian-

A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y a r e t h e s a m e a s t h o s e i n t h e w h i t e c o m m u n i t y . E v e r y o n e 

w a n t s a h e a i t h y s t a r t f o r t h e i r c h i i d r e n , a s t a b i e , c r i m e - f r e e n e i g h b o r h o o d , q u a i i t y 

e d u c a t i o n , s u p p o r t i v e f a m i i i e s , a n d d e c e n t w o r k o p p o r t u n i t i e s . T h e r e i s m u c h t o 

d o , b u t w i t h t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , w i t h t h e c o m m i t m e n t t h a t y o u 

h a v e , a n d a s w e j o i n t o g e t h e r w i t h s o m a n y o t h e r p e o p i e i n t h i s n a t i o n w h o c a r e , 

w e h a v e t h e c o m m i t m e n t , w e h a v e t h e e n e r g y , a n d w e h a v e t h e f a i t h t h a t w i i i 

s e e u s t h r o u g h t o o u r g o a i s o f m a k i n g s u r e o u r c h i i d r e n g r o w u p s a f e a n d 

e d u c a t e d a n d f r e e t o p u r s u e t h e d r e a m s o f t h i s n a t i o n . 

Thank you. 

(Standing ovation.) 

(Whereupon, at 2:35 p.m., the Attorney Generai's remarks conciuded.) 
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