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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE
Press Conference
THE HONORABLE JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL
Thur sday, Cctober 9, 1997

PROCEEDI NGS

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Last Friday, | sent a
| etter to Chairman Hyde, responding to his and his
col | eagues' request that | apply for the appointnent of an
| ndependent counsel. Al nost inmmediately, sone people
clainmed that | had nade a final decision with respect to
certain fund-raising activities and use of governnent
facilities by determning that at this tine | did not have
I nformation that triggered the independent counsel statute
Wi th respect to covered persons. These clains are sinply
not true.

This is an ongoing investigation. It is being
conducted in a professional, sensible way, by building our
case fromthe ground up, by investigating and confronting
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| ow- | evel targets and noving up the chain of those
I nvol ved to whonever is responsible. And by building
cases that provide proof that neets the test of the | aw
and that wll stand up in court.

| do not seek to create headlines or deal in
I nnuendo or nere speculation. | want to nake deci sions
and build cases that stand the test of tinme and court
review. And no pressure or harsh words or editorials wll
change ny focus.

There have been clains that we have sonehow tied
| nvestigators' hands or chosen not to pursue all avail able

3
| eads or spare high-level figures by not triggering the
provi sions of the independent counsel statute. These

clains are not true. | wll continue to reviewthe
evidence. And if the information triggers the statute, |
wll do so as | have already done in this case.

At the sane tinme, it is our duty to carefully
review all the information, and separate information from
| nnuendo, and fact from specul ati on based on unreasonabl e
deducti ons when determ ni ng whether to comrence an inquiry
agai nst a covered person.

More than 120 agents, attorneys and staff are
working full-tinme to do this investigation in the right
way. No crimnal case in this Departnent has nore
resources. Mire than a mllion pages of docunents have
been obtai ned. Hundreds of interviews have been
conducted. W have an active Grand Jury investigation.
And agents have been di spatched across the country to
track down | eads.

Wien | say that | amdetermned to follow every
lead, | nmean it. But | do not nean to foll ow i nnuendo or
rank specul ati on.

Sone have clained that | have not vigorously
pursued evidence, by failing to secure production of Wite
House tapes. These clains are not true. As | have said
before, we have an active Gand Jury investigation

4
underway. |In general, the lawrelating to grand juries
does not allow ne to discuss Gand Jury subpoenas and
their enforcenent. Thus, all | can say is that we sought
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t he production of these tapes in an appropriate manner and
are as disturbed as anyone about their del ayed producti on.
| cannot tell you everything that has gone on in
the course of our investigation to date or everything we
have done. Because as | have told you on a nunber of
occasi ons, prosecutors should not comment about pending
I nvestigations. But if | could, it would dispel so nany
of the m sunderstandi ngs and so nuch of the m sinformation
that has swirled around this investigation. People have
all eged that we are reacting only to the press and to the
work of others. But that is only because they cannot see
everything we are doing.
| amgoing to press on and investigate until we
find the truth. | wll close by saying this. In ny 4 and
a half years in Washington, | have asked for independent
counsel s on several occasions, and referred additional
matters to themat |least twce nore. On other occasions,
| have declined to do so. Each tine, | acted
del i berately, after thorough analysis. Each tinme, |
wor ked with career prosecutors to separate the fact from
t he hype. And each tine, ny decision was based on the
facts and the |Iaw, and not hing el se.

5

No one can shout | oud enough or wite a headline
bi g enough or use words shrill enough to keep ne from
doing what | think is the right thing on this
I nvesti gation.

Now, | will be happy to try to answer your
guesti ons.

QUESTI ON:  General Reno, can you tell us, on
Sat ur day, when you | earned of the tapes, of the existence
of the tapes, what was your reaction?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | was nad.

QUESTION: M's. Reno, based on what we know and
your investigators know now about those tapes, would they
have nmade any difference at all in the letter that you
sent to Chairman Hyde?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Based on everythi ng that
we know of those tapes at this point, it would not.

QUESTION: Wuld it have changed the assessnent
t hat none of the coffees were outside of the residence?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Wul d you say that
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agai n?

QUESTION:. Wuld it have -- ny recollection from
your letter was that one of the reasons that the coffees
didn't trigger an independent counsel was that it was --
the investigators' understanding was that they were all at
the residence. The tapes appear to show that at |east one

6
was at the Oval Ofice.
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think it would clearly
I ndi cate that there was one in the Oval Ofice. But |I do
not -- | amtold by the investigators that it would not

change the determnation in the letter.

QUESTION:  Wth whom were you angry?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Wat ?

QUESTION:  Wth whom were you nmad?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | was very disturbed
that the tapes had not been produced in a current fashion
and that it had taken so long, after the production of the
tapes, to let us know.

QUESTION: M. Reno, can you nake an assessnent
just watching the tapes, or do you need to go back and
i nterview the people who attended those coffees? Wen you
| ook at the tapes, you can see a |lot of people fully aware
that a camera was present.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Again, what we are doing
in the process, and | think it is inportant to reali ze,
that we are continuing to investigate the use of
facilities. That does not nean that that triggers the
| ndependent counsel statute. And we are going to continue
to review all aspects of it.

| f the evidence devel ops infornmation that a
covered person nay have commtted a crinme, we wll trigger

7
t he statute.

QUESTION: M. Reno, in addition to being nad,
what are the options available to the governnent with
regard to the nonproduction -- non-tinely production of
t hose material s?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Again, as | indicated
previously, | really cannot comment on our -- the steps
that we can take with respect to enforcenent.
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QUESTION: Ms. Reno, in terns of nad, are you
mad at --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Wait just a second.

QUESTION:  Are you considering any steps at this
time?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG  Again, | would not
coment on the steps that we are taking.

QUESTION:  You said that you were nmad about the
delay. Are you also nad that the Wite House counsel,

M. Ruff, failed to informyou about the existence of the
t apes when you net wth himlast Thursday?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think it is inportant
in this whole process that there be early comuni cati on.
Processes have been set up in the White House, and | think
M. Ruff had relied on those and not realized that the
I nformati on had not been provided.

QUESTION: Do you believe the explanation about

8
their not being able to find the tapes or not being able
to produce then? Do you believe that it is further
necessary to investigate what may have been del eted or
what may still be w thhel d?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d not comment.

QUESTION:  Ms. Reno, your statenent this norning
was extrenely strong. Now, it is no secret to the
Ameri can people that you are taking on this daily
criticism-- or alnost hourly criticism-- from Republican
| eaders in Congress. |Is your statenent to us not only to
editorial witers, but to Republican | eaders in Congress?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO My statenent really is
addressed to the American people, because | think they are
the people that count in this whole equation. | think
t hey have got to understand what is being done. | think
they share -- and there is an innate sense of justice in
the Anerican people -- that share a feeling: Don't just
make all egati ons w thout having foundation. Don't take
action w thout foundation when you conduct cri m nal
I nvesti gations, when you institute crimnal processes.
Make sure you know what you are doing.

And | think it is inportant for us all -- people
have rem nded ne -- ny sister rem nded ne | ast night that
what we are seeing is not anything really new. She had
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apparently read sone recent history of Thomas Jefferson,
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and it suggested that he had sone of the same comments
directed at him And | think it is inportant that we
understand this in the context of history and that we do
everything we can to Il et the Anerican people know what the
process is and what we are trying to do.

One of the frustrations, however, that a
prosecutor has and that an investigator has is that while
the investigation is underway, while a Grand Jury
| nvestigation is underway, you cannot discuss the details
of the investigation. There may be sone that think we
should. But | think the Anerican people would rather have
their investigations conducted in a solid, professional
way -- not in the headlines, but in a thorough, nethodical
way, that builds the evidence that stands up in court.

Because one of the things | know the Anmerican
people do not like is investigations that lead to
prosecutions, that |lead to convictions, that get reversed

on appeal. And we do not want that to happen.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, is it a problem though
that -- (off mcrophone) -- and that it really does not
matter what you say -- (off m crophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO One of the things that |
do not pay nuch attention to as well as editorial witers
Is polls. Because one of the things that | have | earned
Is that the questions posed in polls sonetines confuse the

10
situation. And what | have got to do is do the best that
| can; let the review of the investigation, when it is
concluded -- let people be the judge of what we did. And
| amwilling to subject nyself to that scrutiny.

Judgi ng by the comments that | amreceiving --
and they are anecdotal and they certainly do not represent
all the American people -- people want it done right.

They do not want it done based on polls. They do not want
it done based on speculation. They do not want it done in
dri bs and drabs and dripples here. They want it done
right. And we are going to try to do it right.

QUESTION: Are you getting a lot of mail from
the public on this?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have not checked to
see.

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: M. Reno, what was the sense that
Chai rman Hyde -- (off m crophone) -- thinking about
tal king? You nmade the point that they -- (off
m crophone). You nade the point -- (off mcrophone) -- it
certainly had been shown that they had calls to raise hard
noney and that hard noney was in fact raised there. So is
one reason now why the coffees appear still to be legal in
your mnd -- (off mcrophone) -- is the fact that -- (off
m cr ophone) ?

11

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Either solicited or
received is the | anguage of the statute. And it is very
speci fic.

QUESTION: M. Reno, could you tell us about --
(off m crophone) -- fromthe FBI -- (off mcrophone) --
essentially end your investigation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  What | had indicated
when we announced the addition of people to the task force
Is that in any investigation there is a tension oftentines
bet ween i nvestigators and prosecutors -- one wanting to do
one thing, one wanting to do another. And | think that
tension can be healthy. W just had a neeting
yesterday -- our regular neeting wth the FBI and the
prosecutorial -- wth Chuck Lavella. And | am convi nced
that, judging fromtheir reaction, their coment, there is
a real spirit of teamwrk now. And | feel very gratified
by that.

QUESTI ON:  Have you tal ked to Judge G een about
t hese probl ens?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Judge Green and | are in
regul ar communi cation on this effort.

QUESTION:  Ms. Reno, in your opening comment,
you nentioned the Grand Jury process in regards to the
production of the tapes, and subsequently, in response to
a question, you said there wll be steps you are taking.

12
You are | eaving the clear inpression that production of
the tapes -- (off mcrophone) -- crimnal investigation.
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s that the inference we should draw from your statenent?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment.
QUESTION: It is just that we have sone

clarity -- (off mcrophone) -- you had taken certain steps
-- (off mcrophone) -- Gand Jury process --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | nention Grand Jury

process as a general statenent, pointing out that | could
not comment on subpoenas or enforcenent.
QUESTION: M. Reno, you say that you want the

Ameri can people to know -- (off m crophone) -- but, in
fact, the American people, and reporters, are in the dark
on -- (off mcrophone). One of the -- (off mcrophone) --

t he Justice Departnent rel eased, 2 weeks ago, an FBI
report showi ng that the Justice Departnent had

i nformation -- (off mcrophone) -- technol ogy and about
unl awf ul di sposal of genetic materials. And yet, there
were -- (off mcrophone) -- very narrow questions -- (off

m crophone). This indicates to ne the Justice Departnent
di d know about it.

And so ny question is, specifically on this
case, is there any kind of investigation into this? O 1is
the investigation -- (off m crophone)?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | will be happy to have

13
Bert give you any information that he can, consistent with
the matter as it is pending.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, there have al so been
renewed suggestions -- | guess is the best way to put
it -- that one way for this to be resol ved woul d be,
rather than to appoint an independent counsel, just
sinmply -- (off mcrophone) -- this all to a speci al
prosecutor. |s that anything you are still thinking
about ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | always try to listen
to suggestions as to what we m ght do. As | have pointed
out previously, when | used that provision previously and,
nysel f, appointed the special counsel, as opposed to
applying to the special division of the court to appoint
t he i ndependent counsel, the special counsel was
criticized for not being independent because | had
appointed him But as | pointed out to you | ast week,
since | amthe only one that can renove an i ndependent
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counsel appointed by the court, that question still arises
as well.

Again, what | amtrying to do is |ook at the
evidence in the law and do it the right way.

QUESTION: Wuld it be fair to say that the
possibility of a special prosecutor, as opposed to an
| ndependent counsel, is not a live option?

14
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not forecl ose
anything in the course of the investigation, because what
| want to try to do is make sure peopl e understand |I am

not shutting doors, | amnot saying this investigation is
concl uded or this aspect of the investigation is
concluded. | amgoing to continue to try to conduct this

I nvestigation in an orderly way and see where it takes us.
QUESTION: M. Reno, you say that you al ways

| isten to suggestions. There have been sone substanti al

suggestions that you resign.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | listen to those.
(Laughter.)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | listen to those.

QUESTI ON: When you talk to your sister down in
Flori da, and she says, Janet, cone on back, you know,
bring your boat and let's just, you know, kind of tool
around the Evergl ades here. Do you think about that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG: Well, one of the things

that | think about is -- what she pointed out to ne was,
when | said, when | cone hone, | wll not have the Potomac
to try ny hand on the rapids. And she said, | have got a
new deal for you. She said, | took ny boat out into the
ocean and surfed it in; and it was a thrilling experience,
and you will like that a |ot, too.

QUESTI ON:  There you are.

15

QUESTI ON:  Amen.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Wait for Thanksgi ving.

(Laughter.)

QUESTI ON: How nuch of your statenent this
norni ng was inspired by the Republican criticism-- (off
m crophone)? Are you trying to send them a nessage by
maki ng this statenent this norning?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, | amtrying to talk
to the Anerican people. And I wll welcone the
opportunity next week to talk to the nenbers of the House
judiciary commttee.

QUESTION: Are you as nmad at the congressional
conmttees as you are at the Wite House?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not get mad at
people for saying nean things. | just try to nosey on and
do it right.

QUESTION: Can you tell us alittle nore
about --

QUESTION:  How significant is it that one of the
Republ i cans did appear -- (off m crophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  The issue is whether
there was a solicitation or receipt of a contribution.

And that is the key to it. And that is what we w |
continue to review.

QUESTION:  You seemto be really narrow ng down

16
your view of that; that it is the law that prohibits
solicitation and receiving of contributions. Have you
determ ned now that, nunber one, the act has got to take
pl ace on the prem ses, so that it is a fundraiser and
not -- (off m crophone) -- nunber one; and, nunber two,
have you determ ned whether soliciting or receiving on the
phone is illegal?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Again, the second issue
Is under review at this -- and the first issue, ny
recollection is that there is -- there was a case pendi ng
and the question arose with respect to President Carter,
as to whether there was a solicitation. It did not, |
think, ultimately address the place in the Wite House,
and that that mght still be a consideration. But | would
ask Bert to confirmthat for you.

QUESTION: M. Reno, why wasn't there nore of a
push or a demand fromthe Departnent, fromthe Wite
House, to produce the Locket tapes? Locket has been
around for 40 or 50 years, or whatever, and everyone knows
that these types of tapes are available. Wy wasn't there
nore of a push in the Departnment to get those tapes
earlier?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG  Again, | would not
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coment about the enforcenent process.
QUESTION: Did you feel |ike you were being --

17

QUESTION:. (O f m crophone) -- are you tal king
now about the application of 607, as far as solicitation
and receiving? | just want to be sure | understood your
| anguage.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  You have to have -- let
nme have Bert, so that | do not m squote the statute --
gi ve you the actual | anguage.

QUESTION: (O f mcrophone) -- would |ike at the
specific question -- (off mcrophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Again, |let ne have Bert
give you the specifics so that | do not msstate it.

QUESTI ON:  Where do you stand on a decision for
next week on whether you need to open a prelimnary
I nvestigation of the President's phone calls?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  That is pending.

QUESTI ON:  Have you recei ved any
recommendati ons, either verbally or in witing, fromyour
staff on which ways to go?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, | have not.

QUESTION: Could you tell us a little nore about
why you were -- what nade you nad. Did you feel you were
bei ng decei ved or nmnipulated or -- in your own words?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  When you have sonet hi ng
| i ke this, when you have a situation where the Wite House
has recogni zed the responsibility to produce t he

18
docunents, it is very, very frustrating to have them
produced in such a delayed fashion. And | also thought
t hat we shoul d have been told i medi ately, as soon as they
wer e found.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, given the bel ated
production of the tapes, is your letter to Chairnman

Hyde -- (off mcrophone) -- is your letter to Chairmn
Hyde now -- (off m crophone)?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No. But as we have told
Chai rman Hyde in the letter, we wll continue to review

all the information, to see if there is any information in
the course of this investigation that triggers the
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statute, and we wll trigger it.
QUESTION: M. Reno, were you infornmed about the

case before -- (off m crophone)?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know what the
timng of the release to the nedia was. | |earned about
It Saturday.

QUESTION: Did you realize you were kind of left
out of the loop -- (off m crophone)?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | believe that we were

not told in a tinely fashion.
QUESTION: Ms. Reno -- (off m crophone) --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It has not triggered a
new 30-day. Again, we will continue to review all aspects

19
of the matter. And if it does, if there is information
that is developed, we will trigger it.

QUESTION:  (COfFf m crophone) ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, | have not.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, one of the criticisns from
the H Il yesterday was -- that was directed at you -- (off
m crophone) -- said that you had been up to testify and
you had said that no stone was |eft unturned, and now,
here it cones that there were these tapes. |Is it a fair
criticismof the task force that the task force did not
know about the tapes?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not think that that
is a fair criticismat all. And as | have indicated to
you, | cannot discuss the processes. And that again is

one of the frustrations, if we are to conduct this
| nvestigation according to |law and in an appropriate way,
there is going to be a lot that we cannot talk about in
terms of what we have done in the investigation, in all
aspects of it.

QUESTION:  Ms. Reno, Chairman Burton has -- (off
m crophone). What is your reaction to that? What is the
Justice Departnent's reaction to that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We are working with the
chairman to see just how we can accommbdat e the oversi ght
i nterests of Congress while, at the sanme tine, considering

20
the interests of the Departnent of Justice.
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QUESTION: M. Reno, if we can get back to the
| ndependent counsel statute for a nonent. Presunably your
critics on the H Il read the statute, and voted for it or
against it back in 1994. |In your opinion, is there any
way, given what you know now and given the elenents of the
statute, is there any way that you could seek the
appoi nt nent of an i ndependent counsel ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO My understanding is
that -- if you are asking about -- are you distinguishing
bet ween t he speci al counsel and the independent counsel ?

QUESTI ON:  Yes.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. My understanding is that
| still have available the opportunity to appoint, nyself,
a speci al counsel.

QUESTI ON: But do you have a |legal right now,
under the independent counsel law, to go the special
di vi sion and ask for an independent counsel?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO There are several issues
I nvol ved. One, is there a covered person? And do | have
I nformati on on a covered person that would trigger the
statute?

And ny conclusion to date is that we do not, but
that we will continue to reviewit and, if information is
devel oped, we w || appropriately trigger the statute.

21

Wth respect to non-covered persons, if there is
i nformation with respect to a non-covered person that
woul d create an actual conflict of interest, that would
al so trigger the statute. And I have concluded that that
does not exist at this point.

QUESTI ON: So your answer, under the -- given
the facts of your investigation so far and the facts of
the law itself, you cannot go to the special division and
ask for an independent counsel ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That is what | have
concluded to date. Now, just to be the devil's advocat e,
ot hers would say, well, you really do have an actual
conflict of interest. | have carefully reviewed it,
because what the statute, in effect, does is create the
categories where the conflict exists, with the President,
for exanple, the Vice President, and they are the covered
people. And if the evidence is triggered, it is assuned |
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have a conflict and the statute is triggered.

| do not feel, to date, that | have a
conflict -- an actual conflict of interest with respect to
any ot her person for whomthere nmay be specific or
credi bl e evi dence.

QUESTION:  Then are you being urged to break the
|l aw to i mmedi ately seek an i ndependent counsel fromthe
speci al division?

22

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | think Chairman Hyde
and his col | eagues have a different understandi ng of the
law. | would never suggest that they are urging ne to
break the | aw.

QUESTION: M. Reno, how do you -- (off
m cr ophone) -- about the cooperation that you have gotten
fromthe Wite House -- (off mcrophone) -- in response to
subpoenas and so forth, in addition to this -- (off
m cr ophone) -- issue?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | have had no

i nformation that would indicate that there has not been
good cooperation prior to this.

QUESTION:  But this goes back to Bernie
Nussbaum s tinme in the White House Counsel's Ofice. |
nmean, there seemto be repeated epi sodes where you have a
problemw th soneone in the Wiite House Counsel's Ofice
not providing you with full information. Wy is it that
you cannot settle these problens with this Wite House?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Again, what we are doing
Is taking steps to see what we can do to nake sure it
never happens again. Qherw se, | cannot discuss with you
t he process.

QUESTION:  Are you satisfied with the Ruff
expl anation? You seemto be saying that -- (off
m cr ophone) ?

23
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG  Again, | woul d not
comment with respect to -- because there are a nunber of
I ssues, in addition to M. Ruff's explanation, and | would
not comment.
QUESTION: (O f m crophone) -- the FBI about
the -- (off mcrophone) --
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have understood that
the FBI has net with the famlies and that D rector Freeh
has initiated a review to nake sure that sonething |like
t hat does not happen agai n.

QUESTI ON: Do you know what the status of the
| nvestigation is?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, | do not. | would
suggest you check with the FBI on that.

QUESTI ON: Does it concern you -- (off
m cr ophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENOG | think it is inportant
in any situation like that, that there be an i medi ate
response, that there be a followup, and that we review it
to see why it happened, and take steps to see that it does
not happen agai n.

QUESTION: M. Reno, there is a book out -- just
out -- that reports that Lyndon Johnson had -- (off
m crophone). Have your guys checked the Wite House to
see if President dinton has a simlar systenf

24

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d not conment
concerning the efforts in the investigation.

QUESTI ON: Have you inquired personally with
menbers of the task force and asked if any of them thought
about tapes and asked the White House, and who in the
Wit e House they may have asked about it?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG  Again, | would not

coment .

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) -- soft noney --
(off m crophone) -- that 441(e) does not apply to soft
noney. | am wondering about the application of 441 --
(off m crophone) -- to soft noney. |Is it the position of
the Departnent that the restrictions on -- (off
m crophone) -- contributions are or are not applicable?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Again, | would have Bert
gi ve you whatever we can appropriately comment on.

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) -- White House --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Has it what?

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) -- between the
Justice Departnent and the Wite House --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know quite how
you nean the term"strained." | think any tinme sonebody
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gets upset and nad at what happened, there perhaps is a
strain.
QUESTI ON: Have you talked with the President

25
about that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  No.

QUESTI ON:  Has he apol ogi zed to you?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  No.

QUESTION: M. Reno, sone of the audio on the
videotapes is a little hard to hear. |Is the FBI -- and
maybe they have already or are they planning to enhance
t he audi 0?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d not comment.

QUESTION: M. Reno, why have you decided not to
talk to the President on this?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | talked to M. Ruff,
who was response.

QUESTION:  But given the fact that he does

not -- (off mcrophone) -- chief |aw enforcenent officer,
what about talking directly to the President?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | talk to M. Ruff.
Thank you.

VO CE: Thank you very much, Ms. Reno.
(Wher eupon, the press conference concl uded.)
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