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2
1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 M5. RENO. Thank you, Dean. It is

3 a particular privilege to be here at Tenple
4 today. For as | have told the Dean, in ny

5 experience as a Prosecutor in Mam, sone of
6 ny best recruits cane from Tenpl e Law School .

7 Then for an hour this norning, |
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met with the finest young students that |
have talked to in a long tine. As | heard
t hem engage in a dial ogue on race and on the
| ssues of race, their wisdom their respect,
their hunor, their thoughtful ness, were just
extraordinary, and as | told them they were
an exanple for the country.
They tal ked about the inportance of
educati ng peopl e about race. But just as
| nportant, about |earning how to interact
wi th each other and building on that educati on.
They tal ked about how we nust not
think just in terns of black and white, but
of the whole, wde world, and they tal ked

with rare el oquence about the need for

respect.
They rem nded ne all over again
t hat young peopl e have a wi sdom and have a

candor that all of us in Washi ngton shoul d
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fol | ow.

It is also a particular pleasure to
be here at Tenpl e, today, because you have
set an exanple for the Nation in terns of
creating diversity. W know how inportant it
IS to have a diverse comunity to avoid the
dangers of racial isolation. |In education,
diversity adds to the experience of |earning
and it provides a diverse talent pool that
enriches all wal ks of Anerican life.

In the workplace, it contributes to
our econom c¢ strength and to business's
bottom | i ne.

In | aw enforcenent, diversity has
enabl ed our Nation's police departnents to
better relate to and earn the trust of the
communities they are protecting. [|n our

councils of governnment, mnority

representatives have brought great talent,
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2 new voi ces, and new perspectives to the

3 tabl e, and have i nproved the responsiveness

4 of governnent to all communities.

5 Here at Tenple, you set the

6 exanpl e, where al nost 30 percent of the

7 students are mnorities. This is a canpus

8 that seeks to unite, to educate all students
9 fromall backgrounds and fromall wal ks of

10 |ife and judging by the 30 representatives

11 that | nmet with, you have done a superb job
12 of that.

13 America's universities and col | eges
14 have been, and they nust continue to be,

15 pl aces where people cone together, where

16 students can learn fromeach other, and in an
17 at nosphere commtted to education and to

18 t ol er ance.

19 As a Nation, we have nade great

20 strides in broadening opportunities in higher
21 education. Since 1990, the nunber of

22 Hi spanics enrolled in colleges and
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uni versities has increased by 35 percent.
Asi an- Aneri can enrol | nent has shown a
simlar 35 percent increase.

Since 1990, African Anerican
enrol Il ment in higher education has increased
by 16 percent. The nunber of mnorities
graduating fromcol |l eges and universities
across this Nation is also on the rise, and
this Nation is stronger and better for the
presence of the graduates fromall of
our communities.

Diversity in a | aw school cl ass
has nmeant a better education for all the
students involved, for education depends on
di al ogue. To the professors |listening, there
was sone interesting comentary about the
wonder ful dial ogue that can get started in a
cl assroom at Tenpl e.

There are sone professors that | et
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It go and know that it will go to the
ultimate di scussion of truth. There are

others that cut it off, alittle bit

prematurely, and you can |l earn sonething from
your students because they treasure that

di al ogue that has been generated in the

cl assroom of ideas, here at Tenple.

It was exciting to hear just how
professors can contribute to that dial ogue
and to inproving it.

Exposure to different perspectives
I's both enlightening and stinulating. To
listen to a young woman who cane from an
all-white community, to Tenple for the first
time, and all that she |earned. Sone
difficult, painful |essons, but she is
becom ng a stronger person for the experience
at Tenpl e.

It encourages students to ask
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guestions and to chall enge thenselves and to
chal | enge others. Students have devel oped,
fromwhat | have seen, a nmutual respect.
They have | earned to communi cate across
cultural barriers, and they have | earned to

negotiate their differences.

| continue to believe that if the
setting in which students |earn | ooks nore
like the world in which they live, their
education wll be stronger and better for it,
and they wll be better prepared to
contribute to the whole world in which they
|ive and nake it a stronger, better world and
a stronger and better comunity.

M nority students who are given the

opportunity to show what they can do, will do
well at school. They will graduate. They

w Il pass the bar. They wll pass their
Boards. They will becone | awers,
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prosecutors and judges. Because | have
wat ched it happen and | have watched the
beneficiaries of affirmative action
contribute so maghtily to their conmmunities,
after they have had the chance at affirmative
action.

They have hel ped, as they have cone
into the communities, bring a strength, an

understanding and a credibility. They have

br ought renmarkabl e resources where they go to
| i ve because they conme as nentors, they cone
as role nodels and they cone as advocates for
t hose who previously never, ever had a voice
and who never believed that their dreans
coul d cone true.

They now | ook at peopl e who have
gr aduat ed, who have cone back to their
communi ties, and they say, | can do that,

because sonebody has forged a track before
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them | can make ny dreans cone true.

Then, the one who serves not j ust
as the role nodel, but as the advocate and
the nmentor, can neke it cone true, even nore
soO.

| am concerned, however, that
future classes may not be able to benefit
fromsuch a rich mxture of students that you
have had. In California, in the wake of
Proposition 209 and the debate on affirmative
action, there has been a drastic reduction in

the nunber of mnority graduate and

under graduat e students at sone of the State's

| eadi ng school s.

The University of California at

Ber kel ey and The University of California at
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Los Angeles recently disclosed the racial and

et hni ¢ makeup of their incom ng cl asses.

Berkel ey reported a 57 percent drop in the

nunber of accepted bl ack applicants, and a 40

percent decline in the nunber of Hi spanic

hi gh school seniors who had been accepted for

adm ssi on.

At UCLA, the decline was 43 percent

for African-Anerican students and 33 percent

for H spanic Anericans. This cannot be our

future.

Abraham Li ncol n said that a house

di vi ded cannot stand and that a Nati on

di vi ded cannot stand. W can't have a
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19 di vided Nation, part given access to the

20 finest educational opportunities and part

21 deni ed that access.

22 If we are going to learn to live

10

1 t oget her as one society, appreciating the

2 magni fi cent differences anongst us, we nust

3 ensure that all Anericans share in the

4 educati onal opportunities that have been such

5 a critical, inportant part of the Anmerican

6 dream |If Anmericans are going to advance

7 together in a conpetitive world, we cannot

8 exclude fromour institutions of higher
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| ear ni ng those who have so very nuch to offer

our Nati on.

Li ke nost of you and |ike nost

Anericans, President Cinton and | are

commtted to the goal of achieving diversity,

I ncl udi ng racial diversity, in our

I nstitutions of public education. W support

the efforts of so many educators and col | eges

and universities throughout the United States

who are well aware and who chanpion the

benefits to their students and their school s,

that flow fromincluding in their student

body all of Anerica.

We nust ensure that our educati onal
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11

1 Institutions admt their students based on

2 the kind of persons they are and the kind of

3 contribution they can nake, and not by test

4 and nunbers that may not neasure the true

5 potential of the person who is applying.

6 The inportance of educating the

7 Nati on about the facts of race in this

8 country cannot be overstated. But still,

9 there are those who condemm affirmati ve

10 acti on.

11 | say to them Pause for a nonent,
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and consi der how you got to where you are.

You may have been the beneficiary of the best

public school in the county. You may have

had tutors in math. You may have had | unch

wi th your Senator when you and your Dad

vi si ted Washi ngton when you were 16. You may

have gone to Europe on a high school

graduation gift.

Yet, | have talked to students in a

housi ng project in Atlanta, who dreaned of

going to Washington, and told ne their dream

12

coul d never cone true.
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O there may be the case of a

prom nent doctor, who was a good friend of

your famly's. He wote a letter describing

what an extraordinarily capable and fine

young person you were and you got into

medi cal school, despite a nedi ocre grade

poi nt aver age.

Too many children don't have the

doctors who will wite the letter: don't even

have the doctors that provide preventative

medi cal care.

W are the beneficiaries, alnobst

all of us, of sonme affirmative action or

another. Actions that give each of us the
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16 opportunity to be what we dreaned to be.

17 When | was 13, people told ne that

18 | adi es didn't becone | awers. O her people

19 encouraged nme and told ne that it was

20 possi bl e.

21 A Dean at Harvard Law School

22 determned to admt wonen and | was one of 15

13

1 in an entering class of 544. \Wen |

2 graduated fromlaw school, one law firm

3 woul dn't give ne a job. But 14 years |ater,

4 sonebody engaged in sone affirmative action
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and gave nme an opportunity.

Al of us, one way or another, are

the beneficiaries of actions that hel p unl ock

t he potential of each one of us and give us

an opportunity to be what we can be, under

all the circunstances.

But, | suggest to you that we

cannot wait for affirmative action in | aw

school; we cannot wait for affirnative action

in the university. W have got to nake sure

that our children, fromthe beginning, are

the beneficiaries of affirmative action.

That our children have the health

care they need to becone strong and positive
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19 human beings. That they have the educare and

20 the supervision in the early chil dhood years

21 that give the foundation for |earning. That

22 t hey have education, no matter where they

14

1 live in their community, that prepares them

2 for the university and for the |aw school and

3 for the nedi cal school.

4 That they have supervision

5 afternoons and in the evenings, that give

6 them a chance to grow in a strong and

7 positive way wth good adult gui dance.

8 As the students pointed out to ne
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I n the session we had this norning, educate

all of us about race. Every single one of

us, including an Attorney Ceneral, have

sonmething to | earn about race, and we can

start in the schools.

Understanding that it is not just

bl ack and white that are at issue. That it

is a group of people fromall over the world,

t hat have so nuch to teach each one of us.

Let us think about educating our

t eachers about race and how to teach students

about race.

Let us create opportunities in our
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22

10

11

school s where people can interact with each

15

other, so that they can |l earn from each other

and let us learn to be candid and respectful.

Rat her than saying that we are

color blind, let us start asking, Were did

you cone fronf? Tell ne about it? Let ne

know about your traditions, and | earn.

The schools can be a vital place

upon which we can gain the education that is

t he foundation but al so provide the

I nteraction which is so critical. But there

are conmuni ti es where one young person says,
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| was the only African-Anerican in the whole

community. How do we |earn? Wat do we do?

We have such chal | enges, but to

make this Nation what it can be, to unl ock

t he opportunity for all, we nust figure how

we can bridge the gap and provide the

I nteraction and provide the understandi ng.

There are not many tinmes when we

have the opportunity to inprove upon the work

of our Founding Fathers. But in trying to

bridge the gap between the Anerican ideals of

16
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justice, freedom and equality, and the

harsher reality of our daily lives, we do

have a chance, in these days to cone, to nake

ours a truly nore perfect Union.

Anerica's history on race includes

sone of our nost shaneful and nobst vi ol ent

nonments. But this country's epic civil

rights struggle and our efforts to redeemthe

prom se of our creed, in our efforts, we have

al so wtnessed sone of the npbst heroic and

nost uplifting nonents.

In the last 40 years, our national

journey has taken us from segregated to

I ntegrated cl assroons; fromJimCrow | aws to

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1998/0501_ag.htm (22 of 45) [6/4/2009 9:18:03 AM]



04-08-98: SPEECH BY THE HONORABLE JANET RENO

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

1

2

3

4

civil rights laws for wonen, mnorities, and

persons with disabilities; fromliteracy

tests for voting to the | argest contingent

mnorities in Congress. But 40 years after

Little Rock and Brown v. Board of Educati on,

di scrimnation and the corrosive effects of

racial prejudice are still with us.

To hear sone of the students this

17

norni ng tal king about the horrifying, private

raci smthat they have experienced is

sonmething that is inportant for us all to

hear. To know that it has not vani shed.
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5 We cannot say that we have

6 conpl eted our journey, when even today raci al

7 and ethnic mnorities, and many wonen, still

8 have a harder tinme getting a job, w nning an

9 apartnent, getting a loan, or getting into

10 col | ege.

11 We have not conpl eted our journey,

12 when the unenpl oynent rate for African-

13 Anerican nmales is still twice as high as it
14 is for white mal es.
15 We are faced with the paradox of

16 havi ng cone so far in elimnating blatant

17 bigotry in our |laws and custons, only to be
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confronted with | ess definable, and often

unconsci ous prejudi ces and stereotypes, which

I n sone ways can be nore intractable.

The issues of race today are no

| onger as stark as a whites only water

18

fountain, but they are no |less real, and

per haps, they are nore critical today. They

are not always easy to tal k about, but | have

just seen 30 young people talk with rare

el oguence about it, and I have cone away a

better person for it.

Frank tal k about race threatens
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fragile sensitivities and political

correctness, and the issues are often hard to

resol ve. Hard, but not unsol vabl e.

We have nuch to do, for too often

we live in our insular worlds with each of us

enforcing our own voluntary raci al

separation. W pass each other on the

streets or in the shopping mall, but we don't

connect as i ndivi dual s.

W work together or we go to school

t oget her, and we don't connect as

I ndi viduals. W don't take the time between

cl asses to talk.
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21 This week of canpus di al ogue gi ves

22 you a great opportunity. Take this chance to

19

1 reach out across racial differences and

2 | earn. Take the snall steps that are needed,

3 in our efforts to rebuild a sense of

4 community where diversity is val ued and

5 I ntol erance is totally unacceptabl e.

6 Sonme people have criticized the

7 President's race initiative as a good deal of

8 tal k and not enough action. Anybody that

9 heard the session this norning would say

10 t hose peopl e are wong.
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We shoul d not underestimate the

power of dialogue. A great deal can be

acconpl i shed by sitting down, face-to-face,

and hashing out our ideas, our feelings, and

our differences in a setting of nutual

respect.

Fortunately, | see a change

underway, a change that you are a part of.

This country is changing the way it resol ves

conflicts, the way it resolves disputes.

Lawyers, police officers, teachers

and students are |learning skills by which

20
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t hey resolve disputes in ways that they have

not known before. Lawyers, |aw students in

this | aw school, are becom ng probl em sol vers

and peacenakers, as opposed to just being

litigators or advocates.

The | awyer as a probl em sol ver and

a peacenaker can be a force for such

t r emendous good.

| canme to the Departnent of Justice

and there was no organi zed, as | call it,

appropriate dispute resolution program But

we are engaged in an effort to train every

| awyer in the Departnent in howto resolve
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1

2

3

conflicts in appropriate ways and in the best

interests of their client and the Nati on. |t

Is fascinating to see how a | awer acquires

that skill, but it is nore than just

resolving conflicts. Lawyers nust assune new

rol es.

| always got frustrated, as a

prosecutor. My prosecutors would cone

upstairs, they would be victorious. They

21

woul d feel they had really nmade the day,

gotten the conviction, sent an arned robber

to prison for 10 years. He had a drug
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4 probl em

5 He was going to be out in three

6 years, because there were not enough prison

7 cells for a 10-year sentence, and there was

8 probably going to be nothing done to address

9 his drug problem | didn't feel that we had
10 won.
11 O the public defender woul d feel

12 vi ctorious when he got his client off on a

13 Motion to Dismss, and yet, as he turned and

14 wat ched hi mwal k out of the courtroom an

15 addi ct without treatnment, he knew he was

16 walking into a greater prison than the prison

17 t hat he had saved himfrom
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Lawyers, whether they be

prosecutors or public defenders, trial

| awyers, or a transactional |awer, have a

role to play in their conmunities as problem

sol vers and peacemakers. One of the nost

22

extraordi nary experiences that | have had was

at another |aw school, at a |istening

conference, with Native-Anericans fromthe

northeastern part of the United States.

One stood up and said to ne,

pointing at nme, You are just interested in

putting blame on sonebody or clearing them
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8 or determning that they are qguilty or

9 i nnocent. Wiy don't you learn fromus, learn

10 fromour Sentencing Grcles, learn fromus

11 about what is necessary to find out what

12 caused the problemin the first place, and

13 solve it?

14 | have never forgotten that. They

15 said, What can you |l earn fromus about being

16 t he peacenmaker, as opposed to the advocate

17 who is always stirring things up?

18 Now, | know full well that you

19 can't be a good peacemaker, and you can't be

20 a good di spute resol ver unless you are ready

21 to go to trial and ready to take that case to
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22 court.

23

1 So lawers will have two hats, in

2 many i nstances, the peacemaker and the

3 advocate, but we have got to learn howto

4 provi de that bal ance. W have got to | ook at

5 the issues that face the comunity.

6 How are we going to raise the

7 children in Anerica today who do not have any

8 hope that their dreamw ||l cone true? Wo do

9 not have appropriate childcare? Wo do not

10 have preventative nedical care? Wuo do not
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11

12
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22

have anybody supervising themin the

afternoons and in the evenings, at 7 and 8

years ol d?

How are we all, in this room and

all who are listening going to address that

problemin Anerica?

Lawyers are setting about it.

Lawyers are reaching out to doctors. But we

have got to nake sure that there is no child

in Anerica that is left behind in terns of

gi ving them equal opportunity, not in |aw

school, not just at the university, but for

24
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1 their life, and equal opportunity to growin

2 a strong and a positive way.

3 | have a dream and it has been

4 enhanced this norning by listening to the

5 students. That every teacher in our schools

6 today, in K through 12, learn how to resolve

7 conflicts in thoughtful ways.

8 That every teacher has the

9 capacity, learned in undergraduate school, to

10 teach children how to resolve conflicts

11 wi t hout knives and guns and fists. That

12 t eaches children howto |listen to each ot her;

13 how to communi cate with each other; how to do

14 so by tone of voice, by body |anguage, by
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15

16

17
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manner .

That teaches our children how to

sol ve probl ens together, rather than to get

into fights because they can.

How t o devel op respect between

races and people of different backgrounds.

How to talk with each other, so we understand

t he beauties of race, as opposed to the

25

horrors of race.

Finally, |I have a dreamthat every

police officer, going to basic |aw

enf orcement acadenm es across this Nation,
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

will be taught how to resolve conflicts. Not

wth a billy club, but with voice. Not with

a gun, but with manner. Know ng that at sone

point, there may have to be a gun or a billy

cl ub.

But knowi ng that we can reweave the

fabric of community around all races, if the

police officer who is on the cutting edge of

so much in the community, is the healer and

t he peacemaker and the problem sol ver, as

well as the enforcer.

One of the nore wonderf ul

experiences | have had is to talk wwth three
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18 young nen, in South Boston, who had cone to

19 tell the President of the United States, how

20 | nportant conmunity policing was to those

21 young nen. They stood and told the President

22 how t hey had al nbst gotten into trouble, but

26

1 these two fellows had pull ed them back, and

2 had nade a difference in their |1 ves.

3 Each of us can nake a difference,

4 If we learn how, as well as our other roles,

5 to be the peacemaker and the probl em sol ver.

6 Thi s has been an extraordi nary

7 norning for ne. | take back to Washi ngton
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8 t he wi sdom of young peopl e.

9 That is another thing we nust do.

10 | n what ever forum we seek to solve the

11 probl ens of our communities and our Nation,

12 we nust invol ve young people in that effort.

13 Yest erday, we held a Synposi um on

14 Al cohol Abuse and Crinme. W had four young

15 people fromthe National Youth Network. One

16 of them becane one of the spokesnen for the

17 group. They had the wi sdomthat these young

18 peopl e had today.

19 Wen | go to a community, | talk to

20 young people and ask them what coul d be done

21 to prevent youth violence and youth crine,
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22

10

11

and they talk to nme, again with the w sdom of

27

youth. Saying sonething to do in the

afternoons; sone adult who knows how hard it

IS to grow up in Anerica; sone adult who

gives ne a pat on the back when | deserve it,

and can give ne a figurative kick in the

pants when | deserve that, as well. But

sonmebody who never puts ne down, but al ways

| S encouragi hg ne.

| f we have sonebody |ike that, who

can bridge the gaps that raci smhas created,

and bring people together so that they can
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12
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appreciate their differences, we can cone a

| ong way.

| speak to the students, now. Sone

peopl e ask about public service, and they

say, | don't want to get intoit. |[If you

listen to what is going on in WAshi ngton,

why, with all that rhetoric, do people get

i nto public service?

| have been there a little over

five years, now. It has been one of the nost

wonder ful opportunities to serve that anybody

28
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1

10

11

12

13

14

coul d have. It has been one of the nost

wonder ful opportunities to use the lawto try

to hel p other people.

| urge the students to consider

public service, at |least for a part of your

life. There is nothing nore rewardi ng.

Sonetinmes, you get called before a

congressional commttee, and you get

figuratively beat around the head. You sit

t here and think: ls this what Ham | ton and

Madi son and Monroe had in m nd?

Then, you realize that it is. That

denocracy is not the nost efficient form of

governnment, but it won't work w thout people

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1998/0501_ag.htm (43 of 45) [6/4/2009 9:18:03 AM]



04-08-98: SPEECH BY THE HONORABLE JANET RENO

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

willing totry to make it work.

As you deal with all the issues

that will confront us in this next century,

consi der public service. Consider how you

can reach out and help others, to heal the

horrifying effects of racism and to bring us

to a new appreciation of the nmagnificent

di versity of this Nation, the magnificent

29

strength of this Nation, and the wonderful

opportunities it provides for so many.

Thank you for a wonderful,

wonder ful day at Tenpl e.
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5 (Wher eupon, the PROCEEDI NGS wer e
6 adj our ned.)
7

* * * * *
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