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Atlanta, Georgia

April 23, 1998

PROCEEDI NGS

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG  Thank you
very nmuch, but | amthe one that should be
appl audi ng you. Mst of you | don't know,
but many of you | do.

| remenber when Harv Mbgel first
cane to Mam . He cane to talk to ne about
Success by Six, and | know the difference
t hat he has nade. But before Harv, there
were so many people, so many dedi cated
vol unt eers, who struggled to nake sure that
ot her people's lives woul d be changed for the
better.

You have touched the |ives of

mllions, all over this country, and | have
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16 nmet people in other comunities doing the

17 sane thing. You have given hope and heart

18 and courage to people who never thought that
19 they woul d see the Iight at the end of the
20 t unnel .

21 | praise you, and | honor you and |

22 salute you for your great and wonderful work.

1 Vi ol ence agai nst our youth breaks
2 our heart. Violence by our young people

3 casts an awful pall across this nation and

4 | eaves us in nunb confusion. Wether it be
5 at Jonesboro or Liberty Cty, our nation's

6 capital or an Indian reservation, no place

7 and no young person i s iInmune.

8 If it is not the probl em of

9 violence, it is the problemof our youth

10 dr oppi ng out, dropping out of school,

11 dr oppi ng out of comunity.

12 It is the problem of youth beset by
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di sease, whether it be TB or AIDS. It is the
probl em of sone youth, who spend their days
in a long, slow blur of alcohol and drugs.

It is youth trying to overcone the
reaction they have to sonme racial cut. It is
youth, too often, living in hopel ess
I ndi fference.

But there are so nmany nagnificent
and wonderful young people in this nation

who, if given only half a fighting chance,

want so nmuch to contribute, to nake a
difference, to be part of this nation, to be
part of its destiny. It is inportant that we
wor k together to give themthat future.

Across this nation, you are engaged
in that effort, and so nmany ot her people are
I nvol ved.

We have seen the juvenile crine

rate cone down for the first tine. Teen
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pregnancy is down. But, |adies and

gentl enen, we have a habit in this country,
when we see just a little bit of success, of
turning and noving on to sonething else. W
can never nove on from our children.

We require, instead, a greater
effort because the nunber of young people
bet ween the ages of 12 and 17 will increase
significantly in these next five to ten
years. The gap between those who have in
this country and those who don't have enough
| ncr eases.

Jobs in this nation go unfill ed,

because our youth |ack skills.

Then we are confronted, again, wth
a horrible tragedy in Jonesboro or
sonmepl ace el se, and we renenber that we nust
go honme from here, back to our comunities.

Let us go back to our conmunities
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and bl aze a path for our children to cone
home. For our children to cone hone to
safety, to cone hone to |learning, to cone
home to a place where there is | ove and arns
around them To cone hone to understandi ng,
and to cone hone to | aughter and to fun.

Let us reweave the fabric of
communi ty around our children. Let us
cherish them and give thema strong and
positive future.

How do we do that? There are so
many people in this roomwho, | think, know
the answer and are trying to nake sure we
provide that answer. But, | think it is
| nportant for us to renenber what the tools

and the processes and the building bl ocks

are.
First of all, I think the problem

Is going to be solved, not in Washi ngton, not
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4 in the state capital, not just in the county
5 comm ssion's or the city conm ssion's

6 chanbers. It is going to be solved in the
7 communities of Anerica, with United Way

8 hel ping to | ead the way.

9 It will be solved by partnerships
10 bet ween the federal, state and | ocal

11 governnents and the private sector. It wll
12 be solved by all disciplines, not just the
13 police, not just teachers, not just a

14 busi ness person, but everybody com ng

15 together. It wll be solved by the people,
16 t hensel ves.

17 If we sit in the United Way

18 boardroomor in the office of the Attorney
19 General and say, This is what nust be done,
20 wi t hout bringing the people, including the
21 mar vel ous young people, who want to be

22 I nvol ved into our efforts, we wll not
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succeed.

Finally, if we are to succeed, we
must renenber one clear nessage. Chil dhood
does not end at six. Childhood does not end
at ten. Childhood is fromthe beginning
until the tinme you have grown up.

We have got to provide a fabric
t hat provides continuity fromzero to
eighteen if we are to nake a difference.

What is that fabric? What are
t hose buil di ng bl ocks?

First, the best answer is strong
and healthy parents. You are doing so nuch
t hrough Success by Six and through your other
initiatives and your support for so many
wort hwhil e conmmunity progranms to nake sure
parents have the skills they need to be good,
successful parents.

We have got to nmake sure that
parents provide a safe place for their
children, and that we focus on the probl em of

donestic violence. Realizing that the child
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1 who wat ches his father beat his nother cones

2 to accept violence as a way of |ife and

3 per petuates that cycle of violence.

4 We nust nake sure that parents have
5 time to spend with their children,

6 encour agi ng the busi ness sector to provide

7 child care that is adjacent to the workpl ace,
8 or to provide opportunities for

9 tel ecommuting, or to provide opportunities

10 for job sharing or limted work weeks.

11 Let us understand that our

12 I nvestnent in our future is not just an

13 i nvestment in snokestacks and infrastructure,
14 in dollars. It is an investnent of tinme in

15 our children, and it is one of the best

16 i nvestments we can nmake if we want a return
17 in 20 to 50 years.

18 | remenber ny afternoons and summer

19 times. M nother worked in the hone. She
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taught us to play baseball. She taught us to
bake cakes. She taught us to appreciate

Beet hoven' s synphoni es, and she taught ne the

poets she | oved.

She al so gave ne all her dislikes
too, which | amslowy overcom ng.

She taught us howto play fair, and
she spanked us when we didn't. And she |oved
us with all her heart.

There is no child care in the world
that will ever be the substitute for what
that lady was in our life. Sonmehow or other,
we have got to provide it for all our
chi | dren.

Let us make sure that every child
I n America has proper preventative nedi cal
care, prenatal care and health care along the
way that gives themthe chance to grow.

| have | ooked at too many
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pre-sentence investigations that said, It may
have been caused by a high fever, which went
unat t ended.

If this nation can afford
operations for people who are 70 that extend

their life expectancy by four years, we can

make sure that our children have proper
preventative nedi cal care.

Let us make sure that our children,
all our children, have the benefit of
education fromthe beginning. The experts
tell nme, and nobody has refuted it yet -- and
| have repeated this again and again -- the
child devel opnent experts tell ne that zero
to three is the tinme you | earn the concept of
reward and puni shnment and devel op a
consci ence.

What good are all the prisons going

to be, years fromnow, if you don't
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under st and what puni shnent neans?

Fifty percent of all |earned human
responses are learned in the first year of
life. What good are the best educational
opportunities going to be, eight years from
now, if that child does not have the
foundati on of | earning?

Let us not invest in just child

care. Let's call it "educare," and let's do

it fromthe beginning in the right way,
I nvol ving the parents in every way we
possi bly can.

Let us carry forward to K through
12, and | ooking out at this audience, | see
some who probably were in elenentary school
about the tine that | was. It was a
mar vel ous pl ace.

| hated to go to school, because |

woul d prefer to stay hone and ride ny pony.
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But | renmenber that so well, and | renenber
the I essons that | learned. | renenber how
we revered our teachers.
Let us start |ooking and putting
priorities straight in this nation.
Sonething is wong with a nation that pays
its football players in the six digit figures
and pays its schoolteachers what we pay them
Let us join together to keep our
children in school through a truancy
initiative. Let us nmake sure that there are

af ter-school prograns, recogni zing that when

t hat school door opens and those children
wal k out, they walk out into | ess supervision
t han probably children have had at any tine
I n our history.

Let us nmake sure that there are
mentors there, if there are not other adults,

t o ensure supervision.
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Let us make sure that our children
live in at | east decent housing. | have
wal ked into too nmany places where the toil et
is falling into the kitchen bel ow, and nobody
I s doi ng anyt hing about it.

Let us gal vani ze our Legal Services
Progranms, work together with HUD, to nake
sure that we are accountable to our people.

But none of this will make any
difference, if there are not safety
precautions al ong the way.

We have seen so nuch done through
communi ty policing, through communities
devi sing how they want their police to

respond, what their problens are, what their

priorities are.
The exciting thing is to see that
75 year old | ady, who wouldn't cone out from

behi nd her door because she was frightened,
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suddenly start talking to the community
police officer. Then cone out and sit on her
front steps, and then start giving everybody
a piece of her mnd. Then wal king down to
the community center, where there is an
advocate's neeti ng going on, and becom ng the
singl e best advocate for the community.

It doesn't cost that nmuch noney to
get peopl e invol ved.

Let us make sure that we provide
alternatives to gangs. Again and agai n,
young people will tell nme, when | ask them
what coul d have kept them out of trouble,
what coul d have kept them out of the gang?
Sonething to do in the afternoon and eveni ng,
and sonebody to talk to who understands how
hard it is to grow up in this nation today.

That is not expensive in dollars.

That is expensive in tine, but it is one of
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the rewarding returns, to be there for a
young person.

Let us focus on al cohol and drugs,
and we know we can nake a difference. Let us
make sure that we prevent it. But if we
can't prevent it, that we use the best
medi cal know edge we have, along with
after-care prograns, to give our kids a new
chance.

Let us cone to grips wth guns, and
make sure that we understand, that if we are
going to ensure a world w thout violence for
our children, we have got to get guns out of
t he hands of our children in unsupervised and
unl awf ul situations.

Ladi es and gentlenen, there is a
marvel ous initiative spreading across this
country. It started with |awers, who can be
nore litigious and contentious than anybody |
know. And | discovered that a |lot of the

| awyers were | earning what | have | earned,
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and Abraham Lincoln has |earned, and that is
that litigation can be awfully expensive, and
it can oftentinmes produce a poor result for
everybody. Sonetines it is better to use
appropriate di spute resolution nechani sns and
get a good result for everybody.

That is what schoolteachers are
| earni ng, and comrunity police officers are
| ear ni ng, and young people are learning in
Washi ngt on and around this nation.

| urge the United Way to do
everything it can to spread the concept of
di spute resolution and conflict resol ution,
to teach young people howto listen, how to
tal k, how to comruni cate, and how to probl em
solve. These prograns are making such a
difference in terns of the peace they bring
to the communities.

The final building block, one
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sinple but one inportant word: Jobs. Not
make-wor k jobs, but jobs that give people a

chance to earn a living wage. Jobs devel oped

by school -to-work prograns that can nake a
difference. Jobs that are devel oped by
enpl oyers giving a youngster a chance in the
sumrer to | earn what working is all about.
School s that prepare our youngsters by naking
sure that they have a skill that can enable
themto earn a |living wage.

And then, finally, let us give our
young people the opportunity to serve.

| remenber during World War 11, one
aunt came hone fromthe war, a nenber of the
Wnen's Arny Service Pilots. She has towed
targets and ferried bonbers and served her
nation. | thought she was one of the
great est people I had ever known.

Then, her sister canme honme, an Arny
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nurse fromMNorth Africa, who had gone in
behind Patton's arny. Both these |adies had
served, and they never forgot their service.
There is so nuch opportunity we can
provi de our young people to serve in this

country and around the world, to bring peace

and so nuch good to so many. Let us unl ock
t hat door of opportunity for them

Those are the buil ding bl ocks.

Where do we go from here?

In order to help our children grow
up healthy, the President has proposed, what
| think and what others believe who have
even nore know edge than I do of history,
nost conprehensive set of initiatives
to benefit children ever seen.

It contenpl ates federal support for
children and for young people fromthe day

that they are born through to the entry into
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the job force.

Let ne briefly tell you about five
maj or initiates.

First, for zero to three. Those
years, as | have pointed out, are so
i nportant. That building block is so
critical. Your Success by Six Programis an
exanpl e, an excellent exanple, of the kind of

good work that can be done in comunities, if

t hey make early chil dhood devel opnent a
priority.

President Cinton's child care
initiative proposes $3 billion for early
| earni ng prograns and for inproving the
quality and the safety of child care for
children in these earliest years. It
proposes $7.5 billion to double the nunber of
children receiving educare subsidies to nore

than two mllion by the year 2003.
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The President's plan al so proposes
| ncreases for Headstart and Early Headstart,
which will help nore than a mllion children
t ake advant age of these prograns.

Wth respect to health care. The
Presi dent has wor ked successfully to expand
heal th care coverage for uninsured children
and, this year, has asked Congress to fund
heal t h outreach prograns, including the use
of schools and child care centers, to nmake
sure that mllions of eligible, but currently

uni nsured children, receive health care

benefits for which they are now eligible.
Wth respect to education. W nust
dramatically strengthen el enentary and
secondary education, helping children start
out in small classes where they have the
opportunity to learn with good teachers in

saf e and nodern school s.
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The President's plan calls for
$12.4 billion over the next seven years to
hire an additional 100,000 well -prepared
teachers in order to reduce class size in
grades 1 though 3 to a nationw de average of
18.

This programincludes initiatives
to test new teachers, develop nore rigorous
teacher testing and certification
requi renents, and train teachers in effective
readi ng i nstruction.

The President has al so proposed
federal tax credits to pay interest on nearly
$22 billion in bonds to build and to renovate

public schools. This wll permt themto

house smal |l er cl asses, to accommodat e
children's needs throughout the day, and to
provide truly safe and nurturing comunities

for children in which they can grow and | earn
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and explore the wonders of this world.

A fourth major initiative for
children is in the area of after-school
prograns. As you nmay well have heard, nost
juvenile crinme occurs between the tine
children | eave school and the tine parents
arrive honme fromwork. Unsupervised hours
are not only too often wasteful, they are far
t oo often dangerous.

President dinton's child care plan
woul d quadrupl e current spendi ng on
after-school prograns that keep young peopl e
safe and occupied in the afternoons and early
eveni ngs. These funds, when conbined with a 20
state-match, will provide for new
after-school activities for up to 500, 000
chil dren each year.

Finally, we nust ensure support for

21
children in their transition fromschool to
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wor k. Through the Departnent of Labor's
School to Work Program the Adm nistration
has been hel pi ng communities show chil dren
the |Iinks between what they | earn at school
and what they will be able to do at work.
This | esson hel ps nore young people in school
and hel ps put themon track to supporting

t hensel ves and their famlies.

In ternms of the Departnent of
Justice and crine prevention, | amcommtted
to doing everything | possibly can to support
your efforts and your communities' efforts to
build a fabric and to put all the building
bl ocks together that will give our children a
saf e and positive environnent.

First, we would like to continue to
conduct and provi de proven research on what
wor ks and what doesn't work, based on our
nati onal perspective, so that we can share it
with you and you can invest your dollars,

based on research and proper eval uati on.
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Secondly, we want to offer you
hi gh-quality training and technical
assi stance, so that you can successfully
adapt principles of effective crine
prevention to your specific circunstances.

| have been touched, in these |ast
si x nont hs especially, when sheriffs and
mayors, sonetinmes fromsnmaller towns, cone to
me and say, Were do | begin? How do | put
t he pi eces together?

W would like to help provide the
answers, if you want them But often tines,
you have got the better answers, and you know
what you need fromus to fill in the bl anks.

Third, we want to provide seed
noney to get initiatives off the ground and
to show whet her they work or not work. But
we al so want to provide drug court nonies,
noni es for violence agai nst wonen prograns,

so many ot her areas where we think we can
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work with you to support your initiatives and

to help inplenent your plans in the

comruni ty.

Now, one thing I would like to talk
on for just a nonent, sonething of real
concern to nme. In addition to the
Adm ni stration's proposals on behalf of the
chil dren, Congress has indicated its
i ntention to address the subject of juvenile
justice this session.

There are positive steps the
Congress can take to reduce violent crine and
del i nquency by our people, but we nust keep
in mnd that this is a problem which nust be
attacked at the local level, not fromtop
down of Washington telling us what to do.

Qur juvenile justice systens nust
hol d chil dren accountable for breaking the

| aw by providing fair, firm puni shment that
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fits the crinme. And I will point out, that
fair, firmpunishnment won't nmake a bit of
difference if we return the child to the
open-air drug market and the apartnment over

It where he got into trouble in the first

24
pl ace.

We have got to provide after-care
and support and foll owup. But the system
must al so help children reject crinme in the
first place, and get them back on track.

Ri ght now, while Congress seens
poi sed to tell the states exactly what to do
to punish their young offenders, it appears
curiously shy in the area of crine
prevention. In fact, the bill pending in the
Senate sets aside no funding for delinquency
prevention, none for early chil dhood
prograns, for truancy prevention prograns,

for after-school prograns, for nentoring
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prograns, or for other initiatives you know

are so inportant. This is a serious m stake.
Everywhere | travel around the

country, police chiefs, sheriffs, police

officers on the beat tell nme that they sinply

cannot arrest -- and we cannot build enough
jails -- to work our way out of this crine
pr obl em

They say, wi thout investnents in
children -- and these are police officers and
sheriffs -- especially those nost at risk of
crime, all the police and the prisons in the
world aren't going to nmake our comrunities
saf e.

So why do sone in Congress still
oppose targeting funding for prevention
prograns? Primarily, they say that in the
area of delinquency prevention, we still

don't know what works.
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You in this room in your
communities, wth what you have done with
Uni ted Way, know that we can nake things
work. We have got to send the nessage | oud
and clear so that we get the funding.

Now, there is nothing quite as
effective as the well-known community
advocat e giving people a piece of her mnd
about what works. But it also helps to be
able to point out that, over and over,

scientific eval uations prove that prograns

that intervene with high-risk children to
provi de carefully designed gui dance for them
and their parents can turn children's |lives
around.

A new study, released just
yesterday by the Rand Corporation, proves
t hat sone of these prograns even pay for

t henmsel ves many tinmes over. Congress nust
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take up crine prevention and fund it with
| denti fiable funds.

I f you need information to help you
i n the county conmm ssion and the state
| egi sl ature about what works and what doesn't
wor k, let us know.

My second grave concern about the
bill is that it dangerously retreats fromthe
core principles governing delinquents in
state custody. Twenty-five years ago, in
response to crisis levels of youth suicide
and assault in adult jails, Congress enacted
a law requiring that juvenile delinquents be

housed separately from adult detai nees.

It also prohibited the secure
detention of status offenders, youngsters
whose acts, such as truancy and running away,
woul d not be crinmes but for their age.

Several years later, when it was determ ned
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t hat even separation by sight and sound was
not sufficient to curb the suicides by and
assaul ts upon juveniles, Congress realized
that it had to require states to renove
juveniles fromadult jails altogether.

Now, despite that evidence of harm
to juveniles, the Senate seens ready to
reverse these |ong-standing rules, including
the protections for status offenders, perhaps
our nost vul nerabl e popul ati on.

Such a reversal would be flat out
wong. It would not only threaten the youth
who are detained, it would threaten public
safety by substantially increasing the
chances that youth who enter the system as
del i nquents will cone out as hardened

crimnals. |If the final |egislation includes

28
this prevention, it my well nmake the

juvenile crine problem worse, rather than
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3 better.

4 | have spoken of what the federal

5 governnent can do as part of the partnership,
6 but as | enphasized at the very begi nning,

7 communities are where the problemis going to
8 be sol ved.

9 | have seen sonething exciting

10 happen in the last, brief period of tinme. |
11 have seen the United Way rise to a chall enge,
12 a challenge by which we join together to try
13 to quantify what nore we can do to give our
14 children a positive future. Not just talk

15 about it, but devel op neans of identifying

16 positive goals that we can achi eve, and then,
17 adding to those goals as we go al ong.

18 | am very pleased to announce that
19 today, as part of this conference, United Way
200 will help lead a national coalition of

21 service providers, The Coalition for

22 Anmerica's Children, to advance five specific,
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concrete, neasurable goals ainmed at inproving
t he heal thy and safe devel opnent of our
chi | dren.

These contributions will go a | ong
way toward the | arger goals that the federal

governnent has set for itself in aiding

communities. They wll go a | onger way.

They will be a step in what you are doi ng and
w Il be doing in your communities. They wll
be a part of, and they will build on, your

Success by Six.

Over the next two years, the
Coalition will aimto nmake a dramatic
difference in three of the five areas | just
di scussed: Children's health care, school
attendance and after-school enrichnent.

The Coalition will attack two ot her
probl ens which inpact children of all ages:
@un vi ol ence and the abuse of al cohol and

dr ugs.
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There is an energy in this room

Whenever | go to a United Way neeting, even

when | first started practicing lawin Mam,
t here was an energy of innovation and ideas
and coonmitnent. W can use that energy, that
bol dness, that innovation, that commtnent to
community, to truly rebuild comunity around
our children.

| am happy to announce t hat
Secretary Shal al a, at the Departnent of
Heal th and Human Servi ces, and Secretary D ck
Ril ey, at the Departnent of Education, join
me in saluting the United Way for undert aking
this critical challenge.

They, too, pledge the support of
their Departnents, as | pledge the support of
t he Departnent of Justice, to doing all that
we can, all that | can humanly, possibly do,

to support the Coalition's efforts to achieve
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t hese bold objectives, to use all the
bui |l di ng bl ocks in your community, to build a
worl d for our children.

The first goal of the Coalition is

Wi th respect to health care, and that is to

substantially expand access to health
coverage to eligible, but presently
uni nsured, children. Right now, over 10
mllion Anerican children, one in seven, are
uni nsured. Many of these children cone from
working famlies with incones too high to
qualify for Medicaid, but too lowto afford
private health insurance.

As | noted, President Cinton
hel ped to enact a new | aw which set aside $24
billion over five years for states to provide
new health care coverage. But as the
President has clearly said, "Coverage is,

unfortunately, not the only issue.”
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More than 3 million of these
uni nsured children are actually eligible for
| nsurance, but they are not enrolled. This
I s unforgivable, and, thankfully, we can do
sonet hi ng about it.

This Coalition will strive to
enroll at |east 10 percent, or 300, 000 of

these 3 mllion eligible children in health

32
| nsurance prograns over the next two years.

| challenge you to go further.
Make sure your community enrolls everybody
that is eligible. Wy |lose this opportunity
to give our children such a narvel ous step
along the way to a strong and positive
future? It wll make an enornous difference
in the lives of children and their famlies.

A second major area, in which the
Coalition wll take the lead, is in keeping

children in school. Truancy is the first
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sign of trouble in a young person's life.
One California prosecutor noted, "I have
never seen a gang nmenber who wasn't a truant
first."

Anyone who works with troubled
children knows that truancy is the gateway to
del i nquency, to drug and al cohol abuse, and
to nore serious crimnal behavior. It is
al so costly.

It costs in education. It results

I n reduced earning capacity. It costs school

33
districts hundreds of thousands of dollars

each year in |ost federal and state funds,
that are based on daily attendance figures.
It costs businesses, which nust pay to train
uneducated workers. It costs us all.

To answer this, the Coalition wll
nobi | i ze communities to reduce truancy now by

| dentifying 200 school districts across the
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nation, by working closely with district
officials to cut truancy by one-third over
t he next two years.

We know this can be done. W have
seen prograns around the nation, involving
parents, police officers, teachers, and
soci al service workers, along with
vol unt eers, who have been successful in
bringi ng our children back to their schools.

Every child, who is persuaded to
stay in school as a result of this effort
W ll create a brighter future for hinself,
his famly and his conmmunity. | think this

effort is going to be just splendid.

One of the ways we get them back
into the community and into the school is by
making it interesting. | challenge you to
get those vol unteers going.

One of ny favorite stories is of a
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man who stood up at a neeting in Mam and
said, "You know what | do three nornings a
week for three hours each norning? You know
how old I an?" | said, "No." He said, "I am
84 years old, and | volunteer as a teacher's
ai de."

Suddenl y, the young wonman who was
seated next to himstood up, and she said, "I
amthe first grade teacher for whom he
volunteers, and the gifted kids can't wait
for their tine with him and the children
with learning disabilities think he is a
saint, and he has nore patience than | could
ever have. He has unlocked so many doors for
t hem "

Let us gal vani ze our communities

together to help you achieve this goal.

The third task the Coalition wll

take on is increasing access to after-school
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prograns. The President's call for quadruple
funds woul d serve 500, 000 children throughout
Aneri ca.

This new Coalition for Anerica's
Children will aimto create constructive,
engagi ng, after-school opportunities for
anot her 100, 000 chi l dren.

The Carnegi e Foundati on has said
that children are nore al one and unsupervi sed
than at any tine in our history. This effort
can make a difference.

The Coalition's work in this effort
wi Il mean 100,000 lives tenpted nore towards
conputers, drama and basic skills, instead of
street corners, alcohol, drugs and guns.

The fourth area that the Coalition
wll tackle is the use of alcohol and ill egal
drugs. In recent years, researchers have
proved with scientific certainty that certain

prograns in junior high cut alcohol and drug
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abuse by teens by up to 75 percent and
sustain these decreases in at |east the next
Si X years.

New research denonstrates that we
know what works to reduce teen substance
abuse. | am happy to say that the Coalition
w Il ensure over the next two years that
100, 000 nore children in this nation wl|

participate in effective prograns to prevent

and di scourage al cohol and drug abuse. It
will work, and it will give those children a
future.

Finally, | want to turn to the

fifth goal, the reduction of juvenile gun
viol ence. |f Jonesboro and the mayhem we see
across the nation nake one clear point, it is
t hat we nust confront the issue of children's
access to guns. W cannot turn away fromit.
We all know that gun control debates divide
people in this nation, but | am sure that

there is one universal agreenent on one
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matter: The unsupervi sed, unauthorized use

of guns by children is a recipe for tragedy.

We nust teach young people, as well
as gun owners, in non-judgnmental ways, that
unsupervi sed, unauthorized gun use by
children is sinply unacceptable, and we nust
take steps to keep illegal guns out of the
hands of our young peopl e.

| amvery grateful that the new
Coalition will work to devel op, over the next
two years, new prograns in 200 comunities,
ai mred at both teachi ng young peopl e and gun
owners about safe and responsi bl e gun
owner shi p and about keepi ng guns out of the
hands of young peopl e who possess them
il1legally.

Educati onal efforts about safe gun
owner shi p and storage, conbined with

effective prograns ainmed at keeping illegal
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guns out of the hands of young people, wl]l
make us all safer.
As a tribute to the victins of

Arkansas's tragedy, as well as to the victins

of youth violence all over this land, |let us
turn our collective sorrow into constructive
wor k in reducing youth viol ence.

As we are busy teaching children to
be accountable for their actions, |et us,
t oo, be accountable to them marshaling our
best resources and energies to ensure that
t hey have a healthy and productive life.

| applaud the United Way for your
powerful |eadership. | salute you for
Success by Six. | salute you for all that
you do for communities across Anerica.

As the first participant in the new
Coalition for Anerica's Children, | thank you

for your deep and abiding and effective
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comm tnent to children.

We have sone specific goals, and we
can build on those goals. Let us go hone
fromthis conference and take our children
into the next century.

Let us work together to make it a

safe century for them a century w thout

al cohol and drugs. A century w thout guns.
A century with love and arns around them

A century where they can flourish
and becone the conputer expert, the
scientist, the lawer, the doctor, the
pl unber that best serves, that they can
becone part of this nation.

For the last five years, | have had
a chance to neet so many wonderful people, so
many wonder ful young people. And sone people
ask ne, after they have watched a

congressional hearing or so, or read the
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newspapers, or |ooked at "Saturday N ght
Live," or asked ne what | thought of Ally
McBeal, they ask ne, Is it worth it? Wy do
you do it?

| wll tell you, that after these
five years, | have never, ever believed as
strongly and as devoutly in the strength and
t he courage and the conpassion and the sense
of rightness of the Anmerican peopl e,

evi denced so nuch by all that you do.

Let us go forward together, to give
our children a century of which we can all be
proud.

SPEAKER: Janet Reno, thank you for
an inspiring nessage. They say, "Once a
United Way vol unteer, always a United Way
volunteer,” and we are awfully proud of your
association wth United Way.

A couple of things that we owe you
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10 in return for your |eadership and for your

11 commtnent to us, is an assurance of our

12 commtnent to you.

13 You can count on us. You can count
14 on 1,400 United Ways. You can count on

15 45, 000 agencies. You can count on thousands
16 of volunteers who will respond to the

17 opportunity to work together with you, to

18 deal with this nost critical issue.

19 (Wher eupon, the PROCEEDI NGS wer e
20 concl uded.)

21 x  x  x x %

22
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