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25
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11

Dean Robi nson, there's only one person

that hopes it nore than you do, and that's ne. |

can't wait. To the class of 1998, | bring you a
nessage: | love the |law after 35 years of
practice, and | |ove good | awers, and after five

years as Attorney CGeneral of the United States, |

can tell you that there are wonderful |awyers

across this land doing great work for the people

they serve. You enter a profession that is

magni fi cent, that does so nmuch, but that -- as

al ways -- we can work together to inprove.
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12 You take so nuch fromthis great |aw
13 school. | have had the chance to talk with sone
14 of your col |l eagues, and the conbi nati ons of

15 | deal i sm of good sense, of interest in the |aw
16 s so wonderful and so refreshing. You wll have
17 friends that you nmade here who wll |ast you all
18 lifetinme. You will tell stories, as | did

19 just the other day, about two of ny

20 faculty nenbers at |aw school. | renenber them as
21 vividly as if | saw them yesterday. You w ||

22 be influenced all of your life and in your

23 pr of essi onal career by concepts and theories of
24 the law that you | earned here at Wayne State.

25 Use it. Use all these wonderf ul
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3
1 attri butes that you have obtained here. | urge
2 you at sone point in your professional career to
3 consider public service. | have had people tell

4 me of |ate, why would anybody think about public

5 service? A
6 you do is get fussed at, cussed at, and
7 figuratively beaten up around the ears. | wll

8 tell you that

9 there is nothing so worthwhile as trying to use
10 the aw to nmake things better for other people.
11 You need not do it all for a career, but
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12 you wll find it a very refreshing change from

13 charging people to protect their rights. You may

14 be

15 a real estate lawer or a trial lawer. You nmay

16 have a small fam |y practice. There are so

17 many other fruitful paths a |l aw graduate can

18 follow, for I believe that a good | egal education
19 does nore than just produce good | awers. It

20 al so builds good citizens; nmen and wonen who work
21 harder, think nore clearly, conmunicate nore

22 effectively, analyze diverse viewpoints,

23 negoti ate productively, spot and sol ve probl ens,

24 and apply their hard-won discipline to any field

25 t hat they chose.
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4
1 | thought the other day about

2 what | awyers have done that | am aware of.

3 They' ve hel ped | ead Fortune 500 corporations.
4 They are entrepreneurs, |ike the founders of

5 Sout hwest Airlines and David' s Cookies. They

6 teach |l aw, English and ki ndergarten. They found
7 and direct advocacy associ ati ons and humane

8 societies, charities and investnent banks. They
9 write novels and screen plays. They are dancers
10 and di sc jockeys, scul ptors and restaurateurs,
11 m ni sters and parents, and one | know of even

12 rai ses || amas.
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And if this is not enough, Tony

Lori ssa, who nanaged the Cakland A's to a world

chanmpionship in 1989 is also a lawer. He didn't

have to wear a tie. He didn't have to win every

day. He can yell at the judges and he gets all

the hot dogs he wants free.

But wherever you go and whatever you do

with the wonderful education that you have

recei ved here at Wayne State, you wll be

confronted by the issue that challenges us all:

how t he di verse people of this earth live

t ogether in peace and prosperity, first

mai ntai ni ng proud cultural and racial heritages,
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5

1 while elimnating prejudice, ensuring |liberty and
2 justice for all wthout inposing unnecessary

3 restraints, and using this earth and the universe
4 that we love so that we leave it in better shape
5 for our children than in the manner we received

6 |t

7 Lawers are better equipped, | think,

8 and clearly fromny limted experience today the
9 | awyers of WAyne State are better equipped to
10 deal with this issue and these chall enges than
11 any other discipline that I know. | think
12 | awyers, wherever they go, and whatever they do,
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13 have three essential functions:

14 First of all, they are a sword and a

15 shield, the advocate and the protector; second,
16 the | awyer should be a problem solver, a function
17 we sonetines neglect; and third, the |awer can
18 be a powerful, powerful peacemaker. But as we

19 consider the functions of the law, | urge you to
20 | ook beyond the law, to | ook beyond your narrow

21 speci alty.

22 One of the problens the world faces
23 today is that we all attenpt to sol ve problens
24 froma specialized point of view, and we

25 sonetinmes don't have the glue that brings the
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6
1 speci ali zed points of view together to provide
2 the solution to sone of the nore difficult issues
3 confronting this nation.
4 | would |ike to address with you today
5 two i ssues that you will confront, whether you're

6 t he manager of the Los Angel es Dodgers or whet her

7 you raise ||l amas or whether you're a senior

8 partner in a Detroit lawfirm The first issue

9 that | think it is inperative for |awers to

10 address is how do we nmake the law real for all
11 Americans? How do we provide access to law, to
12 justice, and to the courts for every single

13 Anmeri can?
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14 Now, many people will say that's not ny

15 problem but | submt to you that it is every

16 | awyers' problem On the wall of the justice

17 bui l ding in Washington there is an inscription

18 t hat says: The comon law is derived fromthe

19 wi Il of mankind, issuing fromthe people, franed

20 by mutual confidence, and sanctioned by the |ight

21 of reason.

22 If the common |aw i ssues fromonly sone

23 of the people, and not all of the people, the | aw

24 will not be lasting. |If sone of the people feel

25 t hey do not have access to our institutions, they
7
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1 wi Il becone disenfranchised and bitter. The

2 strength of this nation wll be inpaired. This

3 nation is strong if all, not sone of its

4 peopl e, are strong.

5 If this nation is to be based upon the

6 foundation of law, then all of its people nust
7 have access.

8 First, wherever you go, and whatever
9 you do with the practice of law, | urge you to
10 becone a spokesnman to ensure that all Anericans
11 when charged wth a crinme, regardless of their

12 ability to afford it, have conpetent, able

13 defense. | have seen too nmany cases in reviewin
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14 these last five years where through DNA testing,

15 or sone other neans, we have proved that a person
16 convicted of a crinme was wongfully convicted.

17 One person i s one person too nmany.

18 But don't be satisfied just with

19 protecting the innocent. When you represent the

20 guilty person, renmenber that when you get them

21 of f

22 on a notion to dismss or a notion to suppress,
23 and yet you haven't solved the problemthat got
24 themthere in the first place, you' re not doing
25 the best job possible as a lawer. |If it's a
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crack addiction that's caused this crine, |et us

all try to work together to nake sure that

everybody has treatnent avail abl e when they need

It to solve the ultimate problemthat causes the

crime. Let us be the problemsolver in the

situation too.

| urge you to pronote | egal services

prograns wherever you can, and engage in pro bono

efforts. It is so rewarding. But you can have a

choice. You can be the problem solver or just

t he advocate. The advocate will take one case

agai nst one landlord involving one unit and feel

that they nmay have won the battle when they get a

court order directing himto nmake sone repairs.
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15 Those repairs may be jury rigged and your client
16 may be back before you in six nonths.
17 But you could be creative. You could

18 talk with the landlord and find that he is in

19 despair because his property val ues have been

20 reduced by the crack deal ers down the corner. He

21 can't get anybody to stay there. He doesn't have

22 enough noney to repair it. You can begin by

23 going to | ook at the whol e nei ghborhood and

24 I nvol ve people fromyour firmand others that you

25 know. You can | earn about community devel opnent
9

1 bl ock grants. You can work
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2 with Habitat for Humanity to plan a

3 nei ghbor hood-w de effort at rehabbi ng and

4 rebui |l ding a nei ghbor hood.

5 You can invol ve municipal governnent by
6 calling on public officials to determ ne what can
7 be done in terns of nunicipal services. You can
8 work together with the citizens in that
9 nei ghborhood to create a sense of advocacy where
10 t hey can speak for thenselves. You can be a
11 probl em sol ver and have a far greater inpact.
12 M. President, one of the points that |
13 thi nk we should investigate is how we prepare
14 people to be comunity advocates. Too many of us
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15 have gone to | aw school and don't know just how
16 to get rid of that vacant |lot that's overgrown or
17 how to get rid of the car on the vacant |ot or

18 how to deal with the nunicipality; whereas, if we

19 had a four-year degree at Wayne State in

20 communi ty advocacy, with an internship in a
21 muni ci pality or a | ocal governnent, wherein
22 peopl e | earned how to make things work for
23 peopl e, we could do so nuch.
24 That community advocate coul d be
25 | icensed fromtheir law firmor |icensed by
10
1 t hemsel ves. They woul dn't anticipate making as
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much as a | awer, but they could nake an adequate

living and they could do so nmuch in terns of

service. W have got to be bold as we | ook to

see how we can nake the |law real, not just for

sonme Anericans, but for all Anericans.

We've got to |l ook at issues such as

child support. Wien | first started practicing

|law, a lady canme to nme to collect child support.

| quoted her a fee. She was aghast and she sai d:

“how can you expect ne to pay a fee? | don't even
have child support. | don't even have noney for
rent." | felt then the inadequacy of the |aw

Now we are slowy building a franmework of child

support enforcenent in this country that can nake

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1998/0516_agway.htm (19 of 32) [5/28/2009 3:39:13 PM]



05-16-98: THE HONORABLE JANET RENO'S COMMENCEMENT ADDR...TATE UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT MASONIC TEMPLE

16 a difference. W should | ook to our areas of the
17 | aw where systens can i nprove on the delivery of
18 servi ces.
19 But | go now to the second point. W
20 all have an obligation wherever we go and
21 what ever we do with the law to build community
22 and a sense of community around an Anerica that too
23 often feels isolated, alone, and rootless, a
24 nobil e Anerica, a Anerica that does not have a
25 sense too often of famly or community.

11
1 Now, sonme of you may again say that's

2 not ny problem but | suggest to you that it
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Is all our problem Recently |I was in

Jacksonville

to consider the inplenentation of a conprehensive

strategy in dealing with the progranms to end

yout h vi ol ence. The man responsible for this

project? A real estate lawer. A real estate

| awer who saw

that his city could not grow unless he nmade an

early investnent in that city.

| f you becone prom nent in your

communi ty, your strength of your practice, the

strength of your clients' businesses will be no

nore than the strength of the comunity that

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1998/0516_agway.htm (21 of 32) [5/28/2009 3:39:13 PM]



05-16-98: THE HONORABLE JANET RENO'S COMMENCEMENT ADDR...TATE UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT MASONIC TEMPLE

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2

backs them up. W nust | ook at the whole

picture, not just parts and pieces. W can talk

about econom c devel opnent, but unl ess we nake an

I nvestnent early on in our children, in the

bui | di ng bl ocks that produce strong and positive

futures for our children, we wll never, ever

begin to stemthe tide of youth violence or

create people with the skills necessary to fill

the jobs to maintain this nation as a first-rate

nati on.

12

You say what do I know about it? Use

the great skills and the | earning that you' ve
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3 acquired here at Wayne State to go to your

4 community and say: Wat are we doing to ensure

5 proper preventative nedical care for our children
6 who cannot represent thenselves, proper child

7 care for our children who are nore al one and

8 unsupervi sed than at any tine in our history,

9 quality education so that teachers begin to talk
10 about salaries that may not ever match, but

11 somehow conpare to football players who nake in

12 the six-digit figures? Let us build the bl ocks

13 of human exi stence so that our people can becone

14 self-sufficient. The place where we begin? Wth

15 famly.

16 | renmenber ny afternoons and eveni ngs
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17 and summertinmes. M nother worked in the hone.

18 She taught us to play baseball and to appreciate

19 Beet hoven' s synphoni es, to bake a cake and to
20 play fair. She punished us and she | oved us with
21 all her heart, and no child care in the world
22 Wl ever be a substitute for what that |ady was
23 in our life.
24 As you seek professional opportunities,
25 ask those people fromwhom you seek such
13

1 opportunities: Wat are you doing? Wat wll

2 you do to allow ne to spend quality tinme with ny
3 children? They wll grow up before you know it,
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and yet, if you have that quality tine, it wll

be sone of the nost rewarding for themand for

you that you can i magine.

The second point that you nust engage

inif you are to participate in the community is

to speak out against hatred and bigotry. Haters

are cowards, and when confronted, they nost often

back down, but too often we let the hate go on

saying it's not ny problem

In 1951, six years after World War |1,

| spent a year in Germany. | asked the wonderful

people | nmet how could Htler cone to power? The

answer was: It just happened. In your
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17 community, in your nation, you as |awers have a
18 speci al opportunity and a special challenge to
19 speak out against discrimnation, against
20 bi gotry, against hatred, and to use your
21 peace- naki ng powers to bring people together to
22 resol ve conflict, to hel p peopl e understand how
23 to live together, to appreciate the diversity of
24 this nation, the wonderful heritages, the
25 wonder ful backgrounds, and to hel p people
14
1 under st and.
2 Young peopl e can do that better than
3 nost people. | was recently at a | aw school at
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a panel, and | have heard nore w sdom fromthose

students than |'ve heard froman awful | ot of

people in a long tine. Never underestinate what

you can do at 24 and 25 and 30 and 35. You don't

have to be an old gray-haired lady to make a

di fference.

Thi nk of what you can do in terns of

community justice. Courts are often tines renote

and people don't understand them but if people

are involved in the justice system they cone to

appreciate it. There are initiatives across this

country underway that are bringi ng nei ghborhoods

and courts and community police officers and

public defenders and prosecutors together in
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18 nei ghbor hood situations in which community

19 probl ens are being addressed in a constructive

20 and t houghtful way.

21 But you face challenges as we build
22 communities. | wll be alittle old lady sitting
23 on ny front porch as you deal with the issues of
24 tonorrow, of how we understand and deal with the
25 fact that the crinme will becone international in
15

1 its scope and international in its inpact.

2 When a man can sit in his kitchen in St.

3 Pet ersburg, Russia, and with his conputer steal

4 froma bank in New York, you understand that as
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we focus on our community, we nust focus on it in

relation to all the world. How we bring justice

around the world will be a challenge for us all.

How we use nodern technol ogy to educate, to

communi cate, to build positive futures, rather

than to i nvade privacy, to gather information

t hat can underm ne our sense of community.

For these last five years, | have

travel ed across this nation talking with Indian

tribes, with people in the innercities, with | aw

students, with congressnen, with governors, with

citizens, some who care and sone who don't, but

after these five years, | have never believed so
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18 profoundly in the future of this nation and the
19 strength of this nation and in the caring of this
20 nati on.

21 As | talk wth young people, they have
22 a sense of purpose, an optimsm an idealism

23 tenpered with the realities of what they've

24 | earned in | aw school. | think the world and
25 this nation will be in good hands with you, and I
16
1 wi sh you Godspeed and great success.
2
3
4
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