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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE
NATI ONAL ASSCCI ATI ON OF ATTORNEYS CGENERAL
in
The G eat Hall
Sept enber 29, 1998
3:00 P.M
THE CRI M NAL AWARDS CEREMONY
HON. JANET RENO, UNI TED STATES ATTORNEY GENERAL
PROCEEDI NGS
(I'ntroduction.)
(Appl ause.)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you very nmuch. When | | ook at this

departnent, | see many facets, but probably the facet and the side in
the division | see everyday, nost of, nost of the tine, including
weekends, is the crimnal division. You are there every step of the
way in energency, in planning, in doing so nuch for this nation.

When | | ook at the | awers who have received the Henry E. Peterson
Award, | see sone of the greatest |awers that | have known. And yet,
as | look out on this audience | see other nmagnificent |awers.

It is such a privilege and such an honor to serve with each and every
one of you. And it is a particular pleasure for ne to be here when
Mary Lee gets this award, because she's the one | think | see the
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nost of.

This lady is pretty remarkable. She's good on the | aw, she can get

t hi ngs organi zed, she can plan a strategy, she can testify before
congress. There's one thing |I discovered she won't do. She won't talk
to the press. Snart.

She represents to ne what public service is all about. Sonebody that
Is interested in solving problens, that gets stubborn, that tells the
Attorney Ceneral no. And then, | turn around three days |ater and
she's cone up with sone kind of strategy that addresses in a way that
we both feel confortable, the issue that | was | ooking at. She's not
afraid to explore newterritories, she's not afraid to serve this
nation with what she thinks is the thought, the action, the deed,

that will best serve us all.

May Lee, you are so deserving.

(Appl ause.)

(No further speaking by AG RENQO. )
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