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GENERAL RENO. Thank you, Eric. You deserve so nuch of the credit,
too, you and the people that | see in this roomthat | know.
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| want us to think for a nonent that we have a special opportunity.
20 years ago when | started a donestic violence unit in our State
Attorney's Ofice in Mam, the police paid no attention to ne. The
courts would call nme during their break and say: Janet, |'ve got a
donmesti ¢ down here and your prosecutor says you' re making her
prosecute when the victimdoesn't want to prosecute. What are you
doing this for?

Ti mes have changed and, as | point out to people, one of the reasons
ti mes have changed is nore wonen cane to the bench and they hel ped
fashi on donestic violence courts and one stop shopping, and all
across this country people are taking it nore seriously and police
agencies are formng specialized units that can make a difference.

But this is the reason we have a special nonent. W have viol ence
agai nst wonen grants available to every state. W can nmake sure that
these grants are being used as wi sely as possi ble by persuadi ng and
cajoling and eval uati ng and show ng them what works and what doesn't
wor k. W have the attention of the nation wth the Anerican Bar
Associ ation and the Anerican Medical Association both focused on this
| ssue. Police agencies are focused and the I ACP, the International
Associ ation of Chiefs of Police, is focused on the issue.

You and | well know that interests pass on and people | ose interest
and they stop paying attention to a particular subject. W can't |et
t hat happen here until we change Anerica's attitude towards viol ence.
And we can do it.

| think that this is where violence begins. If a child watches his
father beat his nother, he cones to accept violence as a way of life.
| think up until recently people thought that a donestic was okay; it
didn't belong in the crimnal justice system W've proved them w ong
In so many courts. W've got to prove themwong in every court.
We've got to prove themwong in every correctional system

But we've also got to approach it fromthe public health perspective
and understand that we will not solve the probably just by a

puni shnent or a sanction. There's going to be life after that

puni shnent and sanction, and they have got to be equi pped with the
medi cal and health tools necessary to conbat their urge to violence,
whet her it be al cohol treatnent, substance abuse treatnent.
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We can nake a difference if we devel op systens for providing it in an
orderly way and in a carrot and stick fashion.

20 years ago, at the sane tine | was trying to get people to believe
t hat we shoul d prosecute donestic violence cases, | was also trying
to get themto believe that you could really treat drug abuse and

al cohol abuse. Peopl e shook their heads and they said: Sounds good,
doesn't work. | don't know of a person in Anerica now who does not
know well either a famly nenber, friend, fell ow enpl oyee, nei ghbor,
casual acquai ntance, who is not the beneficiary of substance abuse
treat nent.

We can tie that in to donmestic violence. We can tie it in and nake a
di fference. W have a chance now, as never before in history, to use
the tools of public health, to use the tools of the law, to use the
tools of commopn sense and caring, to literally change Anerica's

cul ture.

| just appreciate what people in this roomhave done to take us to
this point, and let's nove on together and nake sure that before
Anmerica passes on to sonething else, as it is wont to do, we have
addressed pernmanently and with |asting inpact the subject of donmestic
vi ol ence in Anerica.

Thank you for all that you do.

(Appl ause and end of the Attorney Ceneral's remarks.)
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