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(I'ntroduction.)

(Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you very nuch. It is a great honor to be
here today to present the John Doar Award.

So to everyone here, thank you for the great work that you do for
this country.

| am very honored to begin by presenting the John Doar Award. This
award is in honor of John Doar who joined the departnent and | ed the
division during the inplenentation of many key civil rights | aws

i ncluding the Gvil R ghts Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of
1965.
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During these formative years of the Cvil R ghts Division, John Doar

transl ated the ideal of |legal equality and racial justice into a | aw
enforcenent programthat set the standard for the division's rigorous
enforcenent of our nation's civil rights |aws.

The John Doar Award was established to recognize career achievenents
in civil rights. The recipient nust be a career division attorney who
has served at |east 10 years in the division and who has denonstrated
hi gh standards of excell ence and dedi cation throughout their career.

The 1998 recipient of the John Doar Award is Phil Breen.

(Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENQO Phil joined the division in 1980 through the
Attorney CGeneral's Honor Program after receiving a bachelor's degree
fromYale University and a | aw degree fromthe Col unbia University
School of Law.

After a brief stint as staff attorney in the voting section, Phil was
transferred to the coordination and review section. At that tine, the
coordi nati on and revi ew section had been given major new

responsi bilities under an Executive Order signed by President Carter,
and a section was being revitalized. Phil quickly established hinself
in the section and these are the words of people who know himwell as
an incredibly well-versed, hard-working attorney with a brilliant

| egal m nd and an engagi ng personality.During his years in the
section he quickly rose to the position of supervisory attorney and
took on the section's nost difficult problens.

Because of Phil's inpressive analytical skills and his superb witing
ability, he shouldered the nost thorny issues the section faced on
| ssues of legislation and adm nistrative | aw.

He devel oped the position of how persons who are H V positive are
covered under Section 504. He worked with the civil division and the
Educati on and Commerce departnents and devel oped the governnent's

| egal position in the G add Case on the requirenents of captioning of
tel evision prograns that receive federal funds.

He devel oped the division's position in response to the Veldie
Litigation, providing a shield fromliability for federal civil
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rights officers engaged in enforcing civil rights | aws.

But perhaps nothing was nore inportant in Phil's work during this era
than his efforts in dealing wwth the Reagan Adm nistration's Task
Force on Regul atory Relief.

Phil's intellectual capabilities, his ability to work quickly,
efficiently and accurately under extrene tine pressures and his
superb witing ability were used to conbat the new admnistration's
frontal attack on Section 504 and on the predecessor to the | DEA, the
| ndi viduals wwth Disabilities Education Act.

Through his efforts within the departnent and with OVB and his
working in concert with the disabilities rights community, the

adm ni stration backed off its staying to elimnate these disability
rights laws and their inplenenting regul ations.

When Congress began considering the passing -- the passage of a new
conprehensive disability rights law, Phil was called into action. He
wor ked tirel essly on the passage of the bill that woul d becone the

Anericans with Disabilities Act, witing | egal nenoranda, policy
statenments and public positions for the Wi te House and the Attorney
Gener al .

Once the | aw was enacted, he played a critical role in the
devel opnent of the departnent's two major ADA inpl enenting
regul ations.

He was singl e-handedly responsible for the devel opnent of the
departnent's two ADA techni cal assistance nanual s.

Because of his efforts federal courts have given deference to the
| egal positions expressed in the departnent’'s regul ati ons and

manual s; thus, his regulatory work has served as the basis for the
division's court victories on several very difficult |egal issues.

Now, as the Disability R ghts Section Special Legal Counsel, Phi
continues to play a key and decisive role in the devel opnent of ADA
policy. He reviews all legal briefs and pleadings in the section to
Il nsure consi stent and appropriate |egal positions.

He works closely with the appellate section and the speci al
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litigation section on the devel opnment of all ADA policies and their
briefs.

Phil is continually sought after for his sage counsel and his
gui dance. He is a natural l|leader. He is kind and incredi bly generous
with his tine with section staff. He willingly spends hours educating

section staff on the ADA, constitutional |aw, and the appropriate
positions to take in letters on the ADA information Line and in
briefs.

Phil's expertise have been relied upon throughout the departnent
I ncl udi ng the Attorney General on nunerous occasi ons.

In sum Phil is respected throughout the federal governnment and in
the civil rights community for his outstandi ng judgnent, his
i ncredi bly broad know edge, his intelligence and his comm tnent.

This | evel of excellence nerits many tinmes over recognition with the
prestigious John Doar Award. It is with great pleasure that |I present
this award to Phil Breen.

(Appl ause.)

THE END.
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