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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO One of our top priorities has been
our effort to fight violence by keeping guns out of the
wrong hands. Since President Cinton signed the Brady | aw
I n 1993, background checks have prevented al nost a quarter
of a mllion over-the-counter gun sales to felons,
fugitives, persons under donestic violence restraining
orders, and others prohibited by I aw from possessing a
firearm

This norning, we are taking another step. Today, a new
regulation wll officially certify that the FBI's Nati onal
| nstant Check System or NICS, as we call it, wll be up
and runni ng on Novenber 30, 1998, this year, the deadline
set by | aw.

NICS is a conputerized network, designed to access crim nal
hi stories and ot her records, to ensure that prospective
purchasers are not prohibited from buyi ng handguns, rifles

and shotguns. NICS will be ready because of a partnership
bet ween the Federal and State governnents. W have provi ded
nore than $200 mllion to assist State governnments in

I nproving their crimnal history records.
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This is inmportant, in that if sonmeone is arrested and we
don't have the crimnal history imredi ately avail abl e or
conplete, it may involve a dangerous offender going free
because we do not have the crimnal history. That, in
Itsel f, has been inportant.

Under the National |Instant Check System a prospective gun

buyer will fill out a formright there in the gun shop. The
dealer will then place a phone call. And an instant check
Wi ll be run on the conputerized network. Wen records are

unclear and followup inquiries are required, the |aw
provides that we can delay a transfer for up to three days.
In the vast majority of the cases, however, the sale wll
be approved or denied within mnutes.

As part of our partnership with the States, as of today, 27
States have agreed to conduct at |east sonme of the Brady

| aw s background checks under NICS. These States have nade,
| think, an excellent choice. Wen States performthe
checks, they have access to nore State records than the
FBI, and are nore famliar with their own records and State
statutes that may al so prohibit gun sal es.

For exanple, many restraining orders and nental health
records are kept locally and wll not be accessible to the
FBI. At the request of Congress, we are devel opi ng new
proposal s to encourage even nore States to conduct the
Brady | aw s checks. In States that have not agreed to

conduct the NICS checks, the FBI wll check cri m nal
hi story and other records using the National |nstant Check
System

Creating a National Instant Check System has been a great
chal | enge. Although it has not been easy, we are on
schedule. The full benefits of the National |nstant Check

Systemwi Il not be felt until Federal and State cri m nal
hi story records are conplete. But NICS is going to nmake a
difference on day one, and will help protect Anericans from

gun vi ol ence.

This mlestone is just one nore step forward in a | arger
guest to effectively confront the culture of violence in
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this country. W need to work together, as police and
prosecutors, as citizens and shopkeepers, to keep guns out
of the wwong hands, while mnim zing the burdens on | aw
abi di ng gun buyers. The National Instant Check Systemw ||
hel p us achi eve this goal.

Wth ne is David Lesh, the Deputy Assistant Director of the
Cad S Division of the FBI, and we will both be happy to try
to answer any questions.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno or M. Lesh, Decenber is peak gun sal es
nont h because of Christmas; how will this new system be
able to bear up to this huge surge in gun sal es?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, | can tell you that M. Lesh,
the Deputy Director of the FBI, and | have been tal king
about that, and are very aware of that timng. And | think
the FBI will be prepared.

MR. LESH. Yes, we will definitely be prepared. W have
actually -- the systemis sized, of course, for the ful
| oad of what it is going to take to do this by the nonth.
It is difficult, obviously, to bring up a systemon the

bi ggest nonth of the year -- obviously. W would have
preferred to have it some other tinme, obviously. But we
have geared up with enough people -- about 513 people --

and we are about 98 percent trained already on that.

So everything is right on schedule right now. W know that
we W ll be ready and running at that tine and be able to
handle it.

QUESTI ON: You are worried about it then?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO O course, we are worried about it,
sure. You know, we would be crazy if we weren't, | think.

QUESTION: What's the difference between the sal es between
regular tinmes and Chri stnas?

MR. LESH. The regular tine -- it scales off. The big nonths
are -- there are about 12.4 mllion firearns sold a year,
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not counting a couple of mllion for pawned guns, which
also fall into this. And the big nonths, obviously, are
Decenber, Novenber and October. Those are the big nonths. |
mean | do not have the exact nunbers, but this is a very

| arge nonth. The three weeks just before Christmas are very
| ar ge.

QUESTION: M. Lesh, do you know -- or have you cone up with
a figure of basically how nmuch it costs -- it is going to
cost the governnent per background check? And howis this
cost going to be taken care of? And ny recollection here is
alittle fuzzy; it seens |ike Congress took sone step that
basically prevents you from passing the cost along to the
consuner.

MR. LESH. Yes, they did. W were going to do this with a
user fee. And we had originally published the user fee in
t he nei ghborhood of around $13. But we had it down to about
$10 a check. And now, the Congress has funded us for the
first year of this right now So that's howit's going to
be handl ed, is through direct funding for the first year.

QUESTION: What is the difference, M. Lesh, between the
crimnal histories of the States, the 27 States up there,
and those that don't that you're going to do, what's the
di fference between the quality or the conprehensiveness of
the crimnal histories?

MR. LESH. Well, they are in varying stages. The Justice

Departnent, | know, has done a lot of work in cleaning up

t hose records, working with the States to clean those
records up. And they are shared records. | nean they don't
bel ong to the FBI. The records we use inthe Ill, the

| dentification Index, the Interstate lIdentification Index,
there is about right now -- in fact, | had just |ooked
before | came over; | was thinking that sonething |like that
may cone up -- we have got 29 mllion subject records right
nowin the Ill. And that is one of the systens that is

checked when you do a m xed check.

And we al so check an NCIC. And at NCI C we've got 477,000
warrants, people that are wanted, in there, and 109, 000
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protection orders. So those are being checked, those
systens are bei ng checked.

Where we'l|l probably have a little bit of difficulty woul d
be if we get a hit on one of those and there is no

di sposition in the system But 80 percent of the tinme, |ike
the Attorney General just nentioned, 80 to 85 percent of
the tinme, it is just going to fly away right through,
within mnutes. The person will -- there will be no record
and they' Il walk out with their firearm And then there
wll be another snmall -- the other tinmes we'll get a hit,
and we figure we will have that resolved probably wthin
the hour, or even less than that, because we will have our
peopl e back at headquarters that really know what to | ook
for in a record.

There will be a very small nunber of records where we wll
not be able to naybe get a disposition right away. It wll
take us three days to get it.

QUESTION: Is it also true that this will include | ong guns,
as well as handguns?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That's correct.

QUESTI ON: Are you worried about any kind of opposition from
the NRA? Are they fully on board with --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think everybody wants to nmake sure

t hat people who do not -- cannot |legally possess a weapon
shoul d not have that weapon, regardless of what that weapon
I S.

QUESTION: Is it a problemon the instant check, if it cones
up that sonebody is a fugitive or there's sone kind of
warrant -- crimnal -- for them-- the gun shop doesn't

call the police?

MR. LESH. There's checks and bal ances in the system

Qobvi ously, as soon as you get a hit, we've worked out -- of
course, the States that are doing this, it's nuch easier --
this is another reason why we'd |like the States to handl e
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this, because it's in their area, they would be able to get
a hold of the local police departnent and get that person
pi cked up, maybe hold on to that person there. W' re not
aski ng anybody to put thensel ves in jeopardy, obviously.

W're just going -- there will be a denial for the sale of
that thing, and there are provisions wthin our operating
procedures, whereby the operators that pick this up in the
FBI have contact nunbers in each State as to who to call on
these things to take care of these kinds of instances where
we can get sonebody out there.

QUESTION: Can | just ask you a little nore about that. If
we can wal k through the nechanics here. | walk into the gun
store. | fill out this form give it to the gun shop. They
pick up the tel ephone and dial a toll-free nunber?

MR, LESH: Yes.

QUESTION: And if they're in one of the 27 States, do they
call sone nunber in the State?

MR. LESH:. Yes. Every State has a point of contact. And
there is only one point of contact for gun checks. And
then, if that State is not being a point of contact for us,
then they call a toll-free nunber. And that nunber goes to
a tel ephone center. W have two tel ephone centers that we
have contracted out.

And basically, the data, the individual, the firearns

deal er, just gives -- he has a code nunber, and he gives
that nunber, and that's verified. And then they just plug
in the nane and the identifying data -- social security

nunber, a date of birth, whatever he gets. They'l|l need a
couple forns of identification.

Then it's really invisible to the people back in the

t el ephone center. They're just going to key this
information into the system And all they're going to get
Is "no record" -- they're going to get a "proceed with the
sale."” They never see any data because they're not FBI

enpl oyees. So they don't see a nane. They don't see a
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record or anything. Al they do is say "proceed."” And then
they tell the dealer, and he sells themthe gun.

In a case where there's a record, it'll automatically
bounce to the FBI center in the CGS Division out in Wst
Virginia. And that's where we've got | egal exam ners. And
they're the people, then, that will have to pull the data
up and | ook at the record and deci de whether that's a

di squalifying record or not.

QUESTI ON:  Meanwhi | e, back at the gun store, if it's a
sinple matter of no record, then I'mon the phone for a
matter of what, a mnute or so probably?

MR. LESH. A minute, yes. Probably a mnute at the nax.
QUESTION: I'mon hold? Am1 on hold with thenf

MR. LESH: Yes.

QUESTI ON: Ckay. But then, if it's bounced to the FBI center
and they have to check this out, do they call ne back --

MR, LESH. Yes, we will call you back. W have three days to
call you back with a decision, by |aw.

QUESTI ON: At what point does the gun dealer say to the
owner, you know, | think this is going to take a while, why
don't you cone back? How do they know how long it's going
to take?

MR. LESH. They don't. | nean at this point, we're figuring

that in nost cases, probably 90-sone-odd percent -- you
know, that other 15 percent or so that you're going to have
a problemon, we believe that in those cases we'll be able

to resolve those really within mnutes, basically, once we
| ook at the record. W' ve got enough people and we've been
to enough States and watched the way the States do this to
know what it's going to take to do this.

They're going to be a fewtines there where it's going to
take a little longer. And that's going to be a problem As
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we work through this thing, there's probably going to be a
| ot of angry people in sone of these stores at tines, you
know.

QUESTI ON: There is no provision right now, no way to tell
the dealer, who would in turn tell the prospective buyer,
we're not going to have a quick answer, as a matter of
fact, it could take a couple of days, there's no way to
know t hat ?

MR, LESH. Wthin a couple of mnutes we'll be able to
probably tell that, though.

QUESTI ON: The tel ephone center will say -- | nmean won't
| eave themon hold for the three days -- wll say, we're
not going to get a record?

MR. LESH. The tel ephone center, really, they only handl e
the ones where there is no record. And those are within
seconds, you know. | nean those are done very quickly.

|f there's a record, it gets bounced to the FBI, to a bunch
of | egal analysts. And we've broken the country down by

St ates, okay, because there are so many different | aws and
rules in every State. So we've got teans of people that are
| egal -type of exam ners. They know the | aws of each of
those particular States, and they've got teans. And they
wll then |look over this record and nake a determ nati on.

But it's probably going to be where you're going to
probably, in sone cases, be telling that person, it's going
to take a while, you know, cone back in a couple of hours
or cone back --

QUESTION: Who is the one who tells himthat -- he's called
and he's waiting on hold, who is the one who says --

MR. LESH. That will be an FBI exami ner in the FBI conpl ex
out in Carksburg, Wst Virginia.

QUESTION: The list of disqualifying -- the reason why a
person could be rejected, and how are you dealing with, for
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exanple, the issue of nental health records, nental illness
records that different States m ght have?

MR. LESH. That is a disqualifying -- that is -- one of the
disqualifiers is that. And that's one of the reasons why
It's so inportant for the State to be the POC s on it.
Because those are going to be sone of the records that we
won't necessarily have within the system The States that
are doing that will have that. And we also, in our NICS
dat abase, we have sone of that data fromlike the
Departnent of Veterans Affairs, okay. W' ve got records
fromthemon people that have been adjudicated or, you
know, legally disqualified nentally.

QUESTION: In all of States, do you need sone kind of photo
| .D. before you buy a firearn?

MR. LESH. Yes. And that is on the -- that is -- the onus on
that is on the FFL, you know, the Federal firearns deal er,
Is to take and have sone kind of identification and accept
that identification. And those are ATF, basically,
regulations that tell them firearns deal ers, exactly what
t hey need.

QUESTION: Sir, do you expect this com ng Novenber to be a
huge gun sale nonth, before it goes into effect?

MR, LESH. Well, 1'lIl tell you, there was an ad in the West
Virginia newspaper that sonebody showed ne just yesterday,
a big ad in the paper: Buy your guns before the NICS. So
yes, probably so.

QUESTI ON: Are you prepared for the conplaints you're going
to get? You're going to change the way Anmericans buy their
bel oved firearns. And as reasonable as this is, as needed
as it is, you're going to get a ton of conplaints.

MR LESH And we realize that.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think it's inportant, as we put
this systeminto effect -- the deadline has been set by
Congress -- and we want to all work together to nmake sure
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that it's inplenmented as snoothly as possible. The | aw
provides for three days. We will try to reach concl usi on on
these matters as quickly as possi bl e.

But it is a real and effective neans of keepi ng guns out of
t he hands of people who should not have them under the | aw.
And | do not think anybody disagrees with that end result.
| think we need to work together to mnimze the
conplaints, to nmake it as easy as possible for |aw abiding
peopl e to have weapons and have them when they want them
But | think we need to work together to keep them out of

t he hands of people who should not have them

QUESTION: Could we go to the issue of Dr. Slepian, the --

QUESTI ON: Before you do that -- the admnistration, for a
long tinme -- many peopl e who supported the Brady | aw said
the records check was one benefit; the other was the five-
day i nherent cooling-off period, which you | ose now as the
Brady | aw expires and we shift to this new system Is there
any thought being given to asking Congress to reconsider
this issue of the five-day waiting period?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think what we are trying to do
right nowis to nmake sure that this lawis inplenented as
snoot hly as possi ble, and then address ot her issues as they
come down the |ine.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, despite the inprovenent of the system
-- | take it there's still no way to prevent a repeat of
the incident with Russell Wston where he went to M nnesota
and his nental history was not reflected? You haven't been
able to fix that yet?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As we have pointed out, one of the
advant ages of the State providing the point of contact is
that they will have access to State nental health records
and will have a better understandi ng of those records. And
so that's one very clear advantage in the State doing it.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, on a slight tangent. What, if anything,
will this do in connection with sales at gun shows? And
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what is your take on efforts to close that
| oophol e especially wwth the one going on in your hone
St ate?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think these are issues that we
w || be addressing.

QUESTI ON: Just to follow up, this would not cone into play
In a gun show sale, | assune?

MR. LESH. Oh, yes. The gun show sales, that's part of the
probl em sure. But they cone under the sane bill. And
they'll have to do the sanme thing out there.

QUESTI ON:  Gun shows shoul d i nvolve the sane instant check?

MR. LESH. Yes. Pawn shops al so, yes, when they redeemthe
weapon.

QUESTI ON: Have there been any dry runs on this? | nean
you' ve got this huge sal es period com ng up.

MR. LESH. Yes. Yes, we have been -- obviously, we've been
practicing with sone of the other States, and shari ng
dat abases. And of course, here very shortly we'll be up for

about, you know, close to a nonth testing this with a
couple of States full-tine, too, beforehand.

QUESTI ON: What states were they?

MR, LESH. Well, we've been working with West Virginia and
we've been testing with a ot of the States. | do not want
to say one that we may not be testing with, but | know

we' ve been doing it with West Virginia for sure.

QUESTION: M. Lesh, in 1996, President Cinton proposed and
Congress passed the expansion of the disqualified

categories, to include people with violent m sdeneanors and
sone other things wapped in there. There was, and it is ny

understanding there still is, sonme problemin certain
States figuring out exactly what fits into that category.
s that still something you're westling with?
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MR. LESH. Well, on this particular law, the only
m sdeneanor that's involved in this would be the -- any
kind of conviction for donestic violence.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. But that is the issue. And |'|

ask -- what is a donestic violence case, how do you
identify it -- I'lIl ask Bert to give you the specifics on
what we have been able to devel op.

QUESTI ON: Hasn't that been challenged in court? Isn't there
a stay on that right now?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That's why |I'm asking Bert to give
you t he specifics.

QUESTI ON: On anot her issue --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'Il just make sure you have tine;
don't worry.

QUESTI ON:  What percentage of crimnal records do you
estimate will be available to the systemat start-up
national |l y?

MR, LESH. | think we've got a pretty good start on the

system You heard the Attorney General earlier. | nean
there's been a trenendous anmount of work done with these
1l States. | nean | think you heard the size of the

dat abase al r eady.

We've still got work to do. But | do not have any way of
estimati ng what percentage of that we're going to do. |
mean everything that every State has entered into NCICis
in there. And everything that the States have put in the
1l -- and you heard that, that was 29 mllion records --
are in there. We're going -- | nean, a couple of nonths
ago, we had 50,000 protection orders in there; now we've
got 109, 000 protection orders in there.

So those are building, and the database will continue to
build as we work with the States. And we're doing a | ot
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wth the States to really help them upgrade their record
systens, okay. And we're doing the sanme thing in the FBI
with teans of individuals. And we plan on doing that with
the NICS people. This is going to really assist us also in
updati ng our disposition information on our particul ar

files, Because we'll be cleaning things up. As we get ones
that don't have a disposition and we call out to that
State, we'll be able to fix that.

And the idea is, when we have down tine here with the NI CS
wor k, we plan on putting teans of these people together and
using them going through the States, to work with the
States to really help thembring their records up to date,
too. That's one of the goals we have in all of this

QUESTION: But isn't there a huge di screpancy in how States
have a | ot of records in and sone don't?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That is the case. It has certainly
been i nproved by the national crimnal history funding that
has been nade available. But it is so inportant for States
to realize howinportant it is to get those records as
conpl ete as possi bl e.

As | nentioned earlier, if you have sonebody who is
arrested for arelatively mnor crinme, they mght be
expected to be released al nost imrediately. But if they are
want ed, for exanple, or if they have a history of a very
serious crine and very imedi ate rel ease from prison, they
may not be rel eased. And so the community security is
really tied up in ensuring that we have accurate records
and up-to-date and conpl ete records.

At the sane tine, it is inportant that we have an accurate
record of the cases dism ssed, because the person was
determ ned not to be guilty of the crinme. That should be
clearly avail abl e.

So |l think it's in everybody's best interest to nmake sure
that these records are as conplete and accurate as possible.

QUESTI ON: Say the system wor ked perfectly for one year and
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two nonths. On New Year's Eve 1999, you' ve got a pat chwork,
| believe, of hardware systens put together on this thing.
Are you going to have a year 2000 bug probl enf?

(Laughter.)
MR. LESH: No.

QUESTI ON: What is the penalty for gun shop owners who don't
cooper at e?

MR, LESH. It's an ATF regul ation. But obviously there is a
$10,000 fine, I know, and there is also they can |l ose their
| icense. But obviously that would be referred to the ATF.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'Il ask Bert to work with the ATF
to get you the absolutely accurate information on that.

QUESTION: Is there a concern here that this wll place sone
gun dealers in -- following up on an earlier question -- in
sone jeopardy? And what safeguards are being taken? You
know, | can picture sone of these people comng in to

purchase a weapon, they are told there is going to be a
hol d, they have a sonewhat | ower than usual tenper |evel.
You know, | can see the situations where it would be really
dangerous for a gun deal er.

Has t hat been taken into consi deration?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think anybody that deals in guns,
| woul d assune, has taken sensible precautions with respect
to people who mi ght be short tenpered.

MR LESH The sane answer.

QUESTION: M. Lesh, are there sone side benefits to the
systemthat you've created out there in Wst Virginia? In
ot her words, presum ng that the database that you have
created there, not only can the phone banks tie into this
for gun purchases, but this will be the center at which the
police officer who calls in for the identification check on
the road, it could be run through there and that sort of
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thing, or is this strictly for the gun sal es?

MR. LESH. This systemis strictly for gun sales. | nean the
police officer already has a system the National Crine

| nformation System for doing the things you just

mentioned. We're just using a portion of that particular
system But we've already got a systemfor that, as we do
for our fingerprint system the Integrated Autonated

Fi ngerprint System

QUESTI ON: You nentioned earlier that Congress has

appropri ated the noney. How nuch is it expected to cost to
run this programfor the first year?

MR LESH We figured around $42 mllion.

QUESTI ON: How can that be if there are 12 and a hal f

mllion gun sales a year and you had figured earlier it
woul d cost $10 per gun sale. | would think that woul d be
120 million.

MR, LESH. Well, for one thing, we've taken off the nunber

of people, as part of that appropriation, which would have
been a | arge nunber of people. But the savings that we're

getting on the Integrated Automated Fi ngerprint System --

we' ve got these people on board already -- and what we're

doing is shifting theminto this new function. So that has
been a | arge part of the savings right there.

QUESTION: This doesn't count the State costs, does it;
that's your costs?

MR. LESH. Yes, that's just the FBI. And if the States do
this, we don't charge anything for that. They are their
records; we are just maintaining their records.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG But the State can still -- if the
State is the point of contact, as | understand it, the
State can still charge a fee.

MR. LESH. Yes. And they do.
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QUESTION: From the applicant? The State woul d charge the
applicant a fee?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It will depend on the State | aw and
how it's done.

QUESTION: Isn't there the hope that you'll pick up people --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Now you're the one that wants to ask
t he new question --

QUESTION: Well, I'"'mgoing to relate it to nmy topic of
I nt erest.
Dr. Slepian -- the shooters, madnen, assassins, |ike who

killed Dr. Slepian, isn't there the hope that you'll pick
up in the conputer checks people like this, that have sone
mental instability or crimnal record or et cetera?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not think it's appropriate to
conment on what we m ght expect with respect to this
matter, other than to say that the FBI and the U S.
Attorneys Ofice are pursuing it.

QUESTION: And let me go on to ask this. You net, Ms. Reno,
wth Qoria Felt, with Planned Parent hood. Wat vigorous
and coordinated work to stem viol ence at abortion
facilities mght the Justice Departnent be taking?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | indicated, we are pursuing this
tragedy, and just a horrible tragedy, when you hear all the
ci rcunst ances and hear from people who -- children he
brought into this world. W are pursuing that. But we want
to |l ook at the whole picture and make sure that we pursue
every appropriate lead. And we will be working to ensure
that, both with respect to the Marshals Service, the FBI,
the U S. Attorneys, and working in partnership with State
and | ocal governnents.

QUESTI ON: Are you specifically asking that nonviol ent
Prolife, the large majority in Prolife, help the Federal
Government in discerning who this particular shooter m ght
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be?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think it is so inportant. Because
It has been gratifying for ne to hear fromProlife
advocat es who say whoever did this did a terrible wong.
And it is inportant for everyone, no matter what their
position, to cone forward and say we cannot tolerate

vi ol ence as a manner of expression.

QUESTI ON:  Si nce Congress failed to pass juvenile viol ence
litigation, will there be a need in the next Congress to
push for sonething? O is there enough progress bei ng nade?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | said | ast week, | think that
there has been real progress that has been nmade in the
appropriations bill. There is $95 mllion appropriated for
prograns for children at risk. This noney will go to the
States through a forrmula. The States will be able to

di stribute the noney to | ocal progranms and to State
prograns that can truly nake a difference.

Thi s past Tuesday, | was in Denver, and had the opportunity
to visit a school at which the United Way and ot hers, Big
Brothers, Big Sisters, were sponsoring and encouragi ng a
tutoring program | talked to these first- and second-
graders, and started asking themwhat the tutor nmeant to
them Now, you can prepare children for answers, but you
couldn't prepare these children for the smles on their
faces. They started tal king about what, an hour and a half
on a Tuesday night, at 6 o' clock at night, what a

di fference that makes for them

And | said, what do your tutors do? And they said, sone of
themread to us our favorite books or books that are a
little bit too difficult for us. But they said what's nost

I nportant is that they spend tine with us, and it's just ne
they spend tinmne wwth. And it's the one-on-one. And then,
one little boy said, they help ne with nmy math. And |
suspect that there are a nunber of us around the table who
woul d have appreci ated sonebody in the first and second
grade who spent an hour and a half wth us a week, hel ping
us with our math -- us and only us.
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There was a parent there. And | asked her -- she was
obviously a very caring parent -- and she said, | have four
children, and that tutor gives ne tinme to spend nore tine
with nmy other children.

Whet her it be noney, whether it be peopl e vol unteering,
such as the volunteers for Big Brothers and Big Sisters, |
just see a groundswell across this Nation of recognition
that communities, working with the State and Federa
Governnment, working with the State comunity, working with
the private sector, are putting together franmeworks around
our children that give thema real chance. And these are
children not just in lowinconme areas, it's not just one
group, it's all children, including children of parents who
wor k and have everything they seemto need. But what
children need is tine with adults.

So | think we have nade a | ot of progress. And | think what
we'll do in this year is |look at where we are, work with
Congress, and see what nore we can do to give children a
solid foundati on.

QUESTI ON: The State Departnent is referring all questions
regardi ng the Pinochet in England to the Justice
Departnent, and the Justice Departnent is referring themto
you, so that's why | am here today. | guess | have two
guestions. The Spani sh judge in the case has requested that
the classified docunents that were acquired during the
Letelier-Mdffitt investigation and in other ways be handed
over to himso that he can use it in building the case
against M. Pinochet. That's ny first question.

The second question is --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What is the question?

QUESTION: Oh, I'msorry. The question is, what is the
status of that request? Are you considering it? And w ||
you respond positively?

The second question regards the Letelier, Mffitt and
Karpen famlies. They say, or their |awers, have submtted
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a letter to you and to Secretary Al bright |ast Friday,
asking for a neeting in which they would discuss, first,

t he Spani sh request, and also the possibility of indicting
Pi nochet in connection to the Letelier-Mffitt killings in
1976.

And | wonder whether you intend to neet with the famlies
and whether, in the |last week or two weeks, since

M. Pinochet was arrested, you have consi dered a possible
I ndictnent in the case?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. | have not received the letter from
the famlies, so it would be premature to conment. But |
w Il ask Bert to nake any appropriate comrent as soon as we
have identified the letter as here.

Secondly, with respect to the first question, we have been,
previous to this and will continue, to provide the Spanish
authorities with whatever infornmation we possibly can under
the mutual |egal assistance treaty that we have with Spain.

QUESTION: The point is this point was al so raised by 36
menbers of the House, in a letter to President Cinton.
They say that there is class -- that thus far, the only

mat eri al that has been supplied to the Spanish judge in the
case, or the two judges in the case, have been public
docunents. Whereas they say that they are aware -- both the
famlies and the Spani sh judge and the 36 Congressnen -- of
classified materials which bear directly upon General

Pi nochet's invol venent in supervising the secret police
under Chile, which was ultinately responsible for the
Letelier-Mffitt killings, and Operation Condor in the

Sout hern Cone of Latin America, by which political

di ssidents were disposed in various countries in various
ways.

And so he is seeking classified information. Are you
considering that request for classified information, as
opposed to public infornmation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO My understanding fromthe people
that are handling this is that we are providing the Spanish
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authorities with all the information that we can. | wll
ask Bert to clarify that for you in any way that he can
publicly.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, has the Pardon Attorney begun a process
of review ng Jonathan Pollard' s sentence?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'m discussing the matter with the
Wi te House counsel, and we wll work out a process for
review ng the matter.

QUESTI ON: Does that nean you don't necessarily plan on
goi ng through with a normal Pardon Attorney process?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'m di scussing the matter with the
Whit e House now.

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Can you speak just a little bit
| ouder ?

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, could we review our weekly check on the
OPR investigation into M. Starr's office?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | amstill awaiting a recomendati on
as to how to proceed.

QUESTI ON:  Fr om OPR?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That's correct.

QUESTION: This is a related matter. It's been reported now,
the | atest disclosures about M. Starr's office, was that,
anong ot her things, he's paying attorneys and consultants

as nmuch as $400 an hour. | do not know of any government
attorneys who receive that. | wonder if that concerns you
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at all or whether you're going to be |ooking into that as
wel | ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | would not comment on the course of
t he revi ew.

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) - -
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. |'m sorry?

QUESTION: How is this letter from Toni Mrrison, E. L.
Doctorow and Gail Zappa and others affected a deci sion on
whet her or not to investigate Ken Starr?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Wiich letter?
QUESTI ON: They apparently sent you a letter, dated today?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | have not received it if it's dated
t oday.

(Laughter.)

QUESTI ON:  You' ve now got even nore requests piled up on
your desk from nenbers of Congress in addition to David
Kendal | , asking that you rel ease the materials which Starr
first brought to you when he asked for the Lew nsky
expansi on. \Where are you on that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We're still review ng that.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, just real quickly, to clarify what Ron
asked. You said you're still awaiting a recomendation from
OPR on how to proceed. Does that nean that OPRis in a

revi ew process?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG Yes.
QUESTION: So the review of these conpl aints has begun?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG That's what | indicated | ast week.
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QUESTION: Is the Justice Departnent involved in review ng
the Executive Order 12333, which has to do wth

assassi nations by Anerican -- by governnent people? Is
there anything that you' re doing in Justice about

whet her -- what is self-defense and what is nurder?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would refer all issues with
respect to that to the National Security Council.

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Speak a little bit |ouder.

QUESTI ON: Next week, a case conmes up before the Suprene

Court on -- (off mcrophone) -- associated with the -- (off
m crophone). (O f mcrophone) -- | just want to get your
views on -- (off mcrophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | wi il always defer to M. Waxnman
and the Court on natters such as that.

Thank you.
VO CE: Thank you very much.

(Whereupon, at 10:08 a.m, the press conference concl uded.)
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