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(9:30 a.m)

VO CE: Good nor ni ng.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Since |'ve been back, | had the opportunity to
neet this week in Colunbia, South Carolina, with ny counterpart,
Attorney Ceneral Madrozo. U.S. and Mexican | aw enforcenent officers
are continuing in efforts to bring our nations closer together in a
training programthat is now taking place at the National Advocacy
Center in Col unbi a.

Agents and prosecutors fromboth nations are taking part in a joint
training semnar that wll give officials fromboth countries a
chance to |l earn and to understand and appreci ate each other's | aws.
Attorney General Madrozo and | visited the training center where

t hese courses are taking place. W had a chance to talk to the agents
and prosecutors. And we enphasi zed the i nportance we place on the
better understanding of the |aws of each nation.

| was very inpressed with the agents' approach. They found, just in
the hour that we had been there, that they were beginning to |learn so
much. And this is part of an ongoing comnmtnent to foster greater
cooperation, a commtnent that Attorney General Madrozo and |
confirmed to President Zedillo and President Cdinton earlier this
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year.

Just | ast weekend, Mexican authorities extradited Mexican national
Bernardo Val | ardes Lopez on nurder and drug trafficking charges. Last
June, while allegedly snuggling marijuana across the border into
Arizona, Vallardes allegedly killed a Border Patrol agent who got in
his way. Afterwards, Vallardes fled back across the border.

Mexi can authorities have been extrenely cooperative. Just one week
after the killing, the authorities in Mexico arrested Vall ardes on
the U S. request for his provisional arrest. W formally asked Mexico
to extradite him Today | am pleased to report that Vallardes is back
in the United States, in jail, and in record tinme. And Attorney
General Madrozo and Secretary of Foreign Relations Rosario G eene
were instrunental in making this happen.

We are building a very good partnership with our counterparts in

Mexi co. And our record denonstrates just that. W have nutual
exchange of information that is hel pful. Last year alone, a record 23
fugitives were returned from Mexico. And earlier this year, Mexico
arrested two of the |argest nethanphetam ne traffickers in the world.

We have nuch nore to do. But with the very good working relationship
we have with Attorney CGeneral Madrozo and Foreign Secretary G eene, |
t hi nk we are naki ng real progress.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, what about the Casa Bl anca matter, where the

Mexi cans were threatening to ask -- to charge U. S. agents that had
been involved in that particular sting? Wat about the major
trafficking famlies, especially the Tijuana Cartel kingpins? Can you
tell us, if relations are so good now with Mexico, that we can expect
to see sonme progress on these major fronts?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think we are seeing major progress wth
respect to the cartels. And | will ask Bert to give you all
I nformati on that can be made public.

QUESTION: Was this the first time the Mexicans have extradited a
Mexi can nati onal ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No. They've extradited a Mexican national
before. But this was the first tinme where drug trafficking charges
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wer e i nvol ved.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, you say Mexico |last year returned a record 23
fugitives. Qut of how many? How many fugitives were we asking for?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO I'Il ask Bert t give you the information. But
this is not just returning, this is apprehending and taking into
custody. And I think they are doing their share. |I think both nations
are trying to focus on this. And I will ask Bert, in his |ast week,
to get you that information.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, what about the fear, though, that -- as |
understand it, at the agent l|level, sharing information, intelligence
I nformation, that oftentines it gets out and it ruins --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What has encouraged nme so much about ny
neeting in Colunbia is to learn the sane sense that | have al ways had
when | have tal ked with prosecutors and agents. Even here in this
country, agents are very |eery about sharing their information with
ot her agents, or State and locals sharing their information with
Feds, or vice versa.

The way you get over that suspicion is to work with people on an
ongoi ng basis, build an experience. And | think we are in the process
of doing that. Sonetines it's a one-on-one with one agent on one side
of the border that gets along real well with another on the other
side of the border. But what inpressed ne about these agents as they
talked wwth ne, it's going to be that personal trust that's built
based on pursuing investigations in a nmutually satisfactory way. And
| think we're on our way to doing that.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, in 1976, Ol ando Letelier and Ronnie Cochran
Mffett, a 25-year-old Anerican, were assassinated here on the
streets of Washington. The | awers for the famlies of those victinmns,
a nonth ago, wote a letter to you, and asked you to neet with them
about an investigation of General Pinochet in connection with those
assassi nations. And two weeks ago you were asked about this. You said
that you did find the letter.

Have you agreed to neet with then? And if not, why not?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We had just received the letter, | think, the
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day before. So it had not reached ny desk when it was inquired about.
W are review ng the matter now.

QUESTION: In the letter, they say that this case is simlar to the
bin Laden case, in that it was a terrorist matter. And yet the United
States is not taking as seriously, that they have shelved their anti-
terrorismpolicy when it cones to Pinochet. And there is clear

evi dence |inking Pinochet to these nurders.

And I was wondering if you could -- and the United States has said
t hey could nab bin Laden anywhere in the world any tine they want --
Is it a conparabl e case?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Who sai d what?

QUESTION: | think that |aw enforcenent officials said that they coul d
grab bin Laden anywhere they want, anywhere in the worl d.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'m not foll owi ng your one --
QUESTI ON: Way coul dn't you grab Pinochet for these nurders?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Again, | indicated to you that we were
reviewing that matter and it would be premature to comment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, two years ago, when Congress passed the

Communi cati ons Decency Act as part of the Telecombill, the Justice
Departnent declined to prosecute under that version of the |aw. Now
there is this new version, the COPA | aw. Have you given any thought
to whether you are going to prosecute or pursue cases under that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W are reviewing that, as well. And | will ask
Bert to give you any information that we can on it.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, a week from now, inpeachnment hearings are at

| east scheduled to begin in the House Judiciary Conmttee. Has anyone
on the commttee, either the mgjority or mnority, asked the Justice
Departnent for a definition of what an inpeachable offense is?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'m unaware of any such inquiry.
QUESTION: Ms. Reno, you are aware a couple of weeks ago in the
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el ections there were a nunber of states that brought the use of

nmedi cal marijuana -- (off m crophone) -- that your Departnent is
reviewi ng those initiatives and in light of simlar actions in those
States that the governnent was taking in California?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W are going to | ook at each case on a case- by-
case basis, to determ ne what the best and nobst appropriate procedure
woul d be. But, again, | want to enphasize that the judgnment with
respect to marijuana and whether it has nedical uses should be nade
by nedi cal experts. Studies are underway now. W have encour aged
those. And clearly | think that that is the arena in which these

j udgnents shoul d be nade.

QUESTI ON: Does that nean that in the interimtine that all those
sessions are going on that there will be no effort by the governnent
to enforce those statutes agai nst --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, the Federal statutes are on the books now
and shoul d be enforced.

QUESTION: Do you think that the nove to |l egalize snoking of marijuana
specifically is in fact a snoke screen for legalization, and is, as
many physi ci ans have concluded, is a very unhealthy way to take the
active ingredients of marijuana?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Again, | can't ascribe notives to the people
who vote for sonmething. | think people vote for issues for different
reasons. But what | think is so inportant is that we nake a sound
nmedi cal judgnent, based on sound nedi cal evidence, about whet her

marij uana has nedical properties and if it is the appropriate vehicle
for delivering those properties, or is there another, nore

appropri ate nedi cal process for doing so.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, as the three-day Conference on Comrunity Poli cing
ended two days ago, it was clear that that process is going to have
maj or -- is having major inplications on how policing is done, aside
fromjust putting 100,000 nore cops on the street. It is due to
sunset in less than two years. Do you see the Departnent of Justice
seeki ng expansion of that sunset or is it just going to die as
schedul ed?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, | think everybody wants to nake sure --
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and | can't comment about the future with respect to the specific
office; I think that has to be a comment nade by the

adm nistration -- but it is clear that community policing, the COPS
office, and other initiatives have, as you say, had an inpact on
policing. W cannot let that drop. W have got to nove forward in
every way that we can, through our grant apparatus, through technical
assi stance, through work with State and | ocal |aw enforcenent to
extent community policing, to extend technology that can free police
officers to devote thenselves to comunity policing.

And we have sone exciting opportunities in |law enforcenent. | think
you have heard ne speak of them before, in terns of what it is going
to mean when every police officer will have a conputer in his squad

car, or imedi ately available, in which he can do fingerprinting and
| mredi atel y nake matches, to nake DNA matches, that can either
preclude costly pursuits agai nst sonebody who is innocent or

| mredi ately identify the perpetrator.

There is so nmuch to be done in policing. And we cannot |let this great
advance stop. W cannot becone conpl acent.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, what is the Departnent doing about the fact that
some of these comunities, despite the fact they have had the funds
for sone tine, have not actually put new cops on the street? Sone of
t hem apparently are spending the funds on equipnent. |Is there any
policing of the --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Yes, there is a nonitoring process in place.
And again, Bert can comment for you -- can give you the details.

QUESTI ON: Has there been any sanctions agai nst any of these
conmuni ti es?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Let ne ask Bert to give you the details.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, Congressnman George MIler and 35 nenbers of
Congress say that the Justice Departnent is not cooperating
effectively with Spanish authorities in their investigation of
General Pinochet, that the U S. has classified docunents that

| npl i cati on General Pinochet and they're not being turned over. Wy
not ?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. W are trying to give to the Spanish
authorities everything that we have authority to provide under the
mut ual | egal assistance treaty. And we will continue to do so.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, earlier you said that, to your know edge, no one
on the House Judiciary Commttee has asked for any type of

el aboration or definition of high crines and m sdeneanors. |s the
Departnent prepared to give a definition or to sonehow el aborate on
what that neans historically?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We want to nmake sure that we can, as
necessary, provide what the institution of the Departnent of Justice
has consi dered and determined with respect to this issue should it
prove rel evant.

QUESTION: So you are prepared? If they cone to you with a series of
guestions, you are prepared nowto --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W are prepared to -- we want to nake sure,
since this is a body of information that has been assim | ated over
time by both Denocratic and Republican adm nistrations, that if that
information is useful, that that information can be nade avail abl e.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, there is a report that soneone took a shot at an
agent wth the Sout heast Bonb Task Force. What can you tell us about
that? And is there any reason to believe that Eric Rudol ph may have
been i nvolved in the shooting?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO A shot was fired at the conmand post in
Andrews, North Carolina, |ast night, at about 8 o'clock. One agent

was slightly injured, grazed by the shot through the -- literally --
the hair on his head. And he was very, very fortunate, thank goodness.

The Sout heast Bonb Task Force, along with the Andrews City Poli ce,
are investigating. And other than that, we cannot comrent.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, as long as we are close to -- in close proximty
to the subject area, do you have any update on --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You don't have to be in close proximty to the
subject area to inquire.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1998/nov1298.htm (7 of 14) [5/28/2009 1:46:40 PM]



11-12-98: Press Conference - THE HONORABLE JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL

QUESTION: | know. But | like to try anyhow.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You like to do things -- we wll have an
agenda from now on.

(Laughter.)
QUESTI ON: A logical sort of flow

Can you give us any sort of update on the efforts of the work of the
task force agai nst abortion clinic violence?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO They are proceeding, working wth the Marshal s
Service, working with others to make sure that we have collected all
the information that can be useful in investigations, and that we are
pr oceedi ng.

QUESTI ON: There apparently are sone reports that the gentleman who is
bei ng sought for questioning, | guess, in connection with the Sl epian
mur der has been seen in New Jersey. |Is that accurate? Do you have any
updat es?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Those are apparently not recent sightings.
Those were sightings that allegedly occurred before this |ast
shooting. But let nme give you a nunber again. It's 1-800-281-1184. 1-
800-281-1184. |f you have information.

QUESTI ON: A week or so ago, your Canpaign Task Force brought sone
charges agai nst Franklin Haney, who is a Tennessee devel oper. And |
was wondering if those are in any way connected to his involvenent in
the Portals project, and if there is any update on whether you all
are still investigating this Portals nmatter.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Again, | could not comment on the pending
matter.

QUESTI ON: Ma' am Novenber 24 will mark the 90 days since the
Departnent has | ooked at the Vice President's involvenent in 1996 on
rai sing an eye toward asking for an independent counsel. Do you
expect to ask for an extension when that 90 days is up?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have not nmade any determ nation with respect
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to the nmatter.
QUESTION: So that you m ght or you m ght not?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG That's right.

QUESTI ON: Does that hold for the other two deadlines that follow
fairly closely on?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That would hold for any case or any natter
that | was consi dering.

QUESTION: Is it possible you would ask for an extension?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO And it's possible that I would not.

QUESTION: The FBI is going to celebrate its 90th anniversary of its
predecessor organi zati on next week. And they're having a President
speak to them fornmer President George Bush. | wondered, was that
decision run by you at all, run by the Departnent at all, to have
Bush speaking --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG No, it was not. No, it was not.

QUESTION: It was not. Does that concern you at all?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | | ook forward to seeing President Bush there.
QUESTI ON: | see. Thank you.

QUESTI ON: Have you any comment on the church arson report? That
appears to be -- and correct ne if I"'mwong -- appears to be that
church arson is quite a bit down, way down, maybe 50 percent, and
that the arson is not predomnantly racial or hate crine rel ated.
What is your inpression of that report?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think the report reflects the excellent work
of the task force over these last two years. | amvery proud of the
agents, both fromthe Departnent of Justice and the Departnent of
Treasury, the prosecutors, the lawers fromthe Gvil R ghts Division
and other parts of the Departnent who participated in this task force
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and did such an excellent job.

| would also like to conmmend the State and | ocal authorities who

wor ked so hard on these issues. They were on the front line, and they
did really inportant, inportant work, including the bulk of sone

| nvesti gations and prosecuti ons.

The one caution that | would provide, though, is that we cannot
becone conpl acent. W nust constantly be vigilant against hate crine
in any form In addition, | think this has been helpful to us in
ternms of providing sone prevention nechanisns to protect churches
that oftentines nmay go unattended for a week between services or have
ci rcunstances that m ght not be safe. It is inportant for us to |earn
fromthis experience and try to do everything we can to prevent it
for the future.

But | think it reflects a larger issue. Crine is down six years now
in arow There is a tendency for Anerica to becone conpl acent about
crime and to stop thinking about it. And then it shoots right back
up. W& have a really wonderful opportunity, if we continue the

part nershi ps that we have forged and continue the dedicated interest
in this effort, to bring crinme down further and to continue to nake a
| ar ger difference.

QUESTION: Can | press you a little nore on --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You can press nme on anyt hing.

QUESTION: -- largely not -- church arson at present is largely not
hate crinme or racial notivation. AmI| on the right track with that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would refer you to the exact |anguage of the
report. But |I think it is inportant to note that fromthe begi nning,
sone of the cases were people mffed at sonebody else. | nean you

al ways have different notivations. But any tinme you have sonet hi ng

| i ke that done based on prejudice, it affects everybody, and
everybody is a victim

QUESTI ON: Al ong those |ines, outside Roanoke, there was a brutal
murder of a black nman by two white nen. He was beheaded and burned.
Last week, the second defendant in that case was given a life term
Nei t her one of the nmen accused any convicted were given the death
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penalty. | know you were waiting to see the outcone of that trial
bef ore you deci ded whether to go ahead with Federal hate crine
prosecutions. Have you nade any decision on that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have not received any recommendation yet.
QUESTI ON: Any feeling which way you may go on it?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG: No, | would wait to --

QUESTI ON: Do you know about how long it will be before you --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It shoul d be resol ved shortly.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, do you use the Departnent Wb site?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Me?

QUESTI ON:  Yes.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No.

QUESTION: You don't. Well, | use it. And relative to other
enforcenent agencies, it is way out of date.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That's what people tell ne. |'ve got to --

QUESTI ON: The Federal Trade Comm ssion, every day, the day of press
rel eases, they are on. The QOccupational Safety and Heal th
Adm ni stration --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What is your nane?
QUESTI ON: Russel | Mokhi ber.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Good, M. Mkhiber, I will have Steve Col gate
call you.

QUESTI ON:  Who?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Steve Col gate.
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QUESTION: Ckay. It is two weeks out of date now. And if you go to the
U S. Attorney sites fromaround the country, sonetines there's
nothing on themever. It's just the U S. Attorney's Wb site for such
an area, and there's nothing on them

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Let us undertake a review of that.

QUESTION: Ma'am in the current Congress, there was a | ong tug of war
over Section 110 of the immgration | aw of 1996, about checking exits
of Canadi an and Mexi can tourists. A large body of nenbers of Congress
want the -- there is an INS program-- a | arge nunber want it
repeal ed. The legislation that finally passed del ays the effective
date of these new checkpoints for exiting tourists at the Canadi an
and Mexico borders for 30 nonths.

Does the adm nistration want this program studi ed sone nore or do
they want it repeal ed?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think what everybody wants to do is to nmake
sure that if any process |like that is in place, that the technol ogy
exi sts and that the processes are in place that will permt a free
flow of commerce and a free flow of people who legitinmately have the
right to nove fromone country to another w thout | arge backups.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, you now have a fairly large stack of pending
matters in front of you that have to do with criticisns of

| ndependent Counsel Starr, also including his request that you refer
the Hubble tax matter to himas a related matter. And all of these

t hi ngs seemto keep pendi ng and pending. Are you now putting off
maki ng any decision until after he testifies on the HI1?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No.

QUESTION: So it is possible you could make a deci sion before next
week?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Yes. It is possible that | could not, too.
(Laughter.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not ascribe any wei ght one way or the
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ot her.

QUESTI ON: During the 1996 canpaign, there were several reports that
Senator Dole was intimately involved in the preparation of
comercials and other materials that appeared by third parties on
behal f of his canpaign. Is that sonething that you all are | ooking
into at all?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d not conment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, any words in public about outstandi ng young
Anmerican who is headed for Gernmany?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, you have just given nme an opportunity to
say Bert Brandenberg is going to join his wife, who is studying in
Europe. As many of you know, though you sonetines doubt nme when |

"no comment” you and tell you that | can't answer this question, |
bel i eve very deeply in open governnent. | believe in trying to be as
responsive to the nedia as | possibly can, consistent with
responsibilities as a prosecutor and head of a | aw enforcenent system

Bert Brandenberg has done so much to help ne do that. And |'m goi ng
to mss himvery, very nuch. He is so sensitive and thoughtful. He is
a kind person. He is an honest person. It's wonderful when Bert --
when | say sonething and Bert says, you know, you could add this and
it would be a little bit nore accurate, or, you said this 18 nonths
ago. He has a marvel ous nenory, too. | think | amgoing to keep
tracki ng hi mdown, through Germany, Bert, what did | say, when?

(Laughter.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO But he canme to this job under difficult

ci rcunstances. This Departnent of Justice has had so many difficult,
difficult issues before it in this past year. He has done such a
wonderful job. And | just want to say thank you, Bert. You are one
great person.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, anything nore you can tell us about how you are
feeling and what you did?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | feel great. Wiat | did was -- | have got
woods that surround ny house. And after Andrew, a lot of it was bl own
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down. But it also opened up the trees for vines. And the vines start
to cone back in, in this subtropical area. So | was pulling vines and
sawi ng wood and cl eari ng out.

And you don't have to think about it. You're not asking ne any
gquestions as | do it. I do not have to think what are going to be the
consequences of this or that or the other. And at the end of the day,
| sit and | ook up at these beautiful woods and say, oh, ny goodness,

| ook at the change. It was a great tine.

Thank you.

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Onh, it's never finished.
Thank you.

VA CES: Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 9:58 a.m, the press conference concl uded.)
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