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QUESTION: Ms. Reno, the Judiciary Commttee has asked you for an
opinion in terns of the internal docunents. Has anyone asked the
Justice Departnent yet for its opinion on what an inpeachabl e of fense
| S?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Not to ny know edge.

QUESTION: But you're ready to give that opinion if asked?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | have indicated in the past, | have asked
the Ofice of Legal Counsel to pull together any information, from
one adm nistration to another, that would be helpful if people found
it useful.

(Pause.)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG Thank you.
(Laughter.)

QUESTI ON: Can you explain on what basis, on what grounds, the
staffers fromthe House Judiciary Commttee | ooked at the nenos
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you' ve got?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The order speaks for itself.

QUESTI ON: Why was it necessary to go to court in order to be able to
show t hem t he meno? And coul dn't you have sinply shown themthe
redacted version as you have with sone | eaders in the Congress?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not think | can coment ot her than
t hrough the order.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, the Judiciary Conmttee wants to depose
M. LaBella and M. Freeh. Is there any order fromthe court that
rel eases themfromtheir obligation to keep grand jury secrets --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | think --
QUESTION: Simlar to the order that rel eased the neno?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think the order speaks for the whole issue.

QUESTION: So there's nothing that allows M. LaBella, for exanple, to
expand on the nenp?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We would work with the commttee in terns of
t he court order.

QUESTI ON: Have the two Counsels fromthe Judiciary Committee had an
opportunity to have free and unfettered access to go through the
menos? |Is this neno thing now -- have they been satisfied, or do you
know? And is it over?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would like them speak for thensel ves.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, can you outline the difference in your eyes
bet ween t he House Judiciary request and that of Dan Burton's?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO One was in an oversight context; one was in an

| npeachnment context. And in both instances we have, through the court
proceedi ngs, tried to balance the interests of all concerned.
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QUESTI ON: Does that nean that you sought court perm ssion to give the
meno to M. Burton?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think that the court order speaks for itself.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, just a question this norning indicated there's a
| ot of nystery about this whole proceeding, and there didn't have to
be a nystery if the judge had had an open hearing. Is it disturbing
at all that all of these are closed matters and you never get to say
we who represent the public -- never get a | ook at what the reasoning
I's behind this?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would just comment generally, not in the
context of this specific nmatter. But as | have told you in the past,
| conme froma State that has a sunshine law, a public records |aw,

and yet it still has provisions for grand jury secrecy. | think we
should try to be as open as we possibly can, but do it consistent
with the law. And we will continue to try to do that.

QUESTION: Is there anything the Justice Departnent could do to
encourage there be sonme nore open proceeding than they have been?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think that what is necessary is that in
order for the issues to be fully argued in the context that we see
here, we are going to have to recogni ze the 6(e) limtations. And we
are going to have to do it according to the law and to the Privacy
Act .

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, in the beginning of the Monica Lewi nsky natter 6
(e) has been obviously shredded by repeated stories in the nedia.
Does this concern you as far as due process i s concerned, or about
even the val ue of keeping grand jury information secret?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think this is again one of the issues we
have to address when we consi der openness in governnment. It is very

| nportant to protect privacy interests, to protect people's rights to
assune that they are innocent until proven guilty. And at the sane
time, the public should have a right to know.

You all are very adept at getting your news. | think sone day | wl|
do a book on it.
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QUESTION. That's the first tinme you have said you would do a book -

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Ch, no. I'mgoing to do a book on a variety of
t hi ngs: what do all the initials nean in Washi ngton.

(Laughter.)
QUESTION: That wll be a | ong book.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, the rule that the judge cited in allow ng the
committee staff to see this is the rule that says grand jury nateri al

can be shared with people who are involved in -- for purposes of
another judicial proceeding. Is it the Justice Departnment’'s view that
an i npeachnent hearing is a judicial -- an inpeachnent hearing before

Congress is a judicial proceeding?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What | would like to do is to nake sure that |
do not do anything that would violate the court's rulings, but that

at the sane tinme Myron provide you with whatever information could be
made avai l abl e.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, how does the FEC filing with both the dinton and
Gore canpaigns, how will that affect your decisionnmaking for Monday
on the CAinton ad prelimnary investigation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, you know I cannot comment on how t hi ngs
af fect ny deci si onmaki ng process until | nmake the deci sion.

QUESTI ON: Have you namde a decision yet?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. No.

QUESTION: Is it possible that you woul d seek a 60-day extension in
order to wait for the Federal Election Comm ssion to issue a final
ruling?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | woul d not comment.

QUESTI ON: Have you -- sort of a procedural thing -- have you or your
fol ks asked for the copies of the audits, the FEC audits, or have
t hey sent them over automatically?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment in terns of the processes
t hat we are using.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, did you see the televised hearings in the

Judiciary Commttee, where M. Starr testified, and perhaps see any
of his other television interviews? And, secondly, do you think that
It was appropriate for M. Starr to cone out in public in that way?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have namde it a practice not to comment on
anything that the i ndependent counsel do, so that | can do everything
possi ble to ensure their independence.

QUESTION: Did you get to see himon tel evision?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have seen himon tel evision.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, would you mnd telling us your view of the
| nportance or the consequences of perjury?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The consequences of perjury?

QUESTION: There is a big hearing on Capitol HIl. And as the chief
| aw enforcenent officer of the Nation, | wonder if you could tell
us --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think | would be commenting on the
| npeachnment process, and | do not think that that would be
appropri ate.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, has your office been contacted -- | guess it
woul d be in about the last 48 hours -- by staff fromthe House
Oversight and Reform Comm ttee about perhaps themgetting a | ook at
t he nmenos, too, now that they've been broached in the Judiciary
Commi ttee?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Not to ny know edge.

QUESTI ON: Having the Judiciary Commttee having had a | ook at them
woul d you now be willing to let the Burton staff get what they wanted
and thus purge yourself of their contenpt citation?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W will | ook at everything and see what is
appropriate under the law to achieve our interests and at the sane
time to recogni ze the oversight interests of the Governnent
Operations Committee.

QUESTION: So |I take it your answer is it is possible that because
they were furnished to the Judiciary Conmttee under the argunent in
the court order they mght not now -- they mght still be unavail able
I n your view?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENOG As | indicated, there are differences in
process between inpeachnent and oversight. And what we are trying to
do is to accommopdate the interests of Congress while at the sane tine
meeting our responsibilities.

QUESTION: So you're open to the idea of exploring it -- revisiting
again wwth the Burton comm ttee?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have al ways suggested that | would do
anything | could to try to achieve the oversight responsibility of
the commttee while at the sane tine protecting our information so
that it would not interfere with pendi ng prosecutions.

QUESTI ON: What -- you said there were differences in procedure -- in
both cases the commttee voted to i ssue a subpoena -- what are sone
of the other -- what are sone of the differences?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. The difference is one is involved in an
| npeachnment process and the other is involved in the oversight
pr ocess.

QUESTION: And the difference there is what, that it has a nore
serious constitutional underpinning?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That is, as | understand, the basis for the
det er m nati on.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, at sone point will the Departnent nmake public the
staff anal ysis on what constitutes an inpeachabl e of fense?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would ask Myron to see what has been nade
available. | think sone informati on has been made avail abl e. But what
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we have tried to do is collect the informati on that has been

devel oped, through one adm nistration after another. And how t hat
woul d bear on a particular issue, | do not know But | will ask Myron
to make avail abl e anything that woul d be appropriate.

QUESTION: But it's your understanding -- just to follow up on
Pierre's question -- that nothing new has been witten; this is nore
of a search of the records to see what's been witten in the past?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That's correct.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, if we can turn just slightly. Wen |ast we net,
the Departnent had cleared the OC, the Starr investigation, of
several allegations and was naking inquiries on several others. Have
you received a response on those |latest inquiries?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We were reviewing it. And | have not had any
final opinion rendered to ne based on that review

QUESTI ON: But you' ve got everything that you sought fromthe O C?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Again, | cannot comment on the review. And |
have not received any report on the review. So | really could not
conment .

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, the Departnment has said over and over in the past
that crimnal prosecutions in the environnental area have increased
during the dinton admnistration. There is a public interest group
that just did an exhaustive study of all U S. Attorneys offices, and
they cone up with a far different conclusion. It's called Public

Enpl oyees for Environnental Responsibility.

And they say that prosecution of environnental crines has sharply
fallen during the dinton admnistration and in fact it was nuch

hi gher during the Bush adm nistration. And this was a very detail ed
anal ysis, based on referrals, conviction rates and so forth

t hr oughout the country.

And |I' mwondering, what's your response to that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d be happy to check into it and see j ust
what the facts are.
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QUESTION: Ms. Reno, does it nake a difference to you whet her the FEC
audits are adopted by the FEC as a whol e?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment in terns of the decisional
process in which |I'minvol ved.

QUESTION: As a general matter?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment on a general natter that
I s obviously being asked in the context of a matter that | now have
under considerati on.

QUESTI ON: What is your reaction to M. Espy's acquittal on all
accounts?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not have any comment, as | have tried to
avoi d comment on i ndependent counsel actions.

QUESTI ON: Do you have any comment on a -- or have you received notice
of a suit being filed against you by the National Rifle Association,
a suit having to do with the new gun instant check | aws?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Yes.

QUESTION: Yes, na'am can | ask, the National Rifle Association said
that what is being done in these background checks is tantanount to
registry of gun owners. It says that the FBI wll save the records
for six nonths or a year. Is there really tantanount to registry
going on wth this new | aw?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, can you explain the reason, though, why these --
under the Brady Law, for exanple, the local |aw enforcenent officer
who did the checks was required -- affirmatively required by the | aw
not to maintain any records of the checks -- why -- is there just
sone feature of the conputers that it is unavoidable or is it for
appeal if sonebody objects to --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It is to ensure that the -- it is an audit
procedure. And we are trying to work with all concerned to |limt the
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time that the records have to be kept, to ensure a proper audit of
the system It is not a registry. It is to ensure that the right
people's nane is being checked, that the system has not been m sused,
that the system has not been abused, and that it is operating
consistent with the | aw.

It should be in everybody's interest to have this ability to audit,
and to do it in a very tinely way.

QUESTION: In the State of Virginia, | have been told by a |licensed
gun deal er that the purchase paperwork is sent to the State and is
the property of the State and it has everything on there but the
regi stration nunber of the gun. And can Federal agents go and check
t hose records with cause or without cause to see who has bought what
gun and where it i1s?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The process -- and | wll ask Myron to give
you the exact procedure being used for the audit -- but it is only to
determne that there is no abuse of the system

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, have you had any ability to check on how well the
Nl C systemis working in its first week? And what inpression do you
have of how it is working?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO In its first three days -- as | understand, it
came up this norning wthout difficulty -- it's had sone start-up
difficulties, but they're working around the clock and I think

t hey' re addressing them

QUESTI ON: Can you describe the difficulties, what caused them or
gi ve any exanpl es, do you know?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | wll ask Myron to give you, so | can assure
that it 1s as accurate possible, any infornmation that is avail able on
t hat score.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, on another topic. One of the deepest

Il nvestigations by the Departnent is whether foreign noney --

particul arly Chinese noney -- was funneled into U.S. political
canpaigns in order to influence policy. |I think that's one that woul d
probably concern the Anerican public the nost. Can you give us any
kind of an update on that particular investigation?

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1998/dec0398.htm (9 of 15) [5/28/2009 1:45:19 PM]



12-03-98: SPEECH - Press Conference, THE HONORABLE JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, | can't.

QUESTION: Can you tell us if the investigation of Haley Barbour is
still ongoi ng?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | cannot comment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, the attorneys for the famlies of Ol ando
Letelier and Ronnie Mffett, the two people who were killed in a
terrori st bonbing here in Washington, D.C., say today that the
Justice Departnent has refused to neet with them They say al so that
the Justice Departnent's claimof cooperation with Spanish
authorities into the investigation of General Pinochet is wholly

i nsufficient. And according to this letter, would offend a United
States prosecutor requesting assistance fromthe Spani sh Gover nnent
about acts of terrorismin Spain.

| am wondering why you refused to neet with the famlies of the
victins of this terrorist bonmbing and why, according to this
attorney, your cooperation with the Spani sh Gover nnment has been
whol Iy insufficient?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know who the attorney is, so |
can't --

QUESTION: His nane is Dani el Buffone.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not believe that |I've talked to M.
Buf fone. And | have not refused --

QUESTION: They are letters between the head of the Crimnal D vision,
M . Robi nson, and M. Buffone.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have not seen those. But | did talk to --
QUESTI ON: Should | show themto you?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You're nore than wel cone to show themto ne,

but I wouldn't be able to coment until |1'd had a chance to revi ew
them But what | have done is, with respect to the conpliance with
the nmutual | egal assistance treaty, |'ve asked that the whole matter
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be revi ewed.

| was asked by a Congressman if | would neet with the famlies of the
victins. And | said that at this nonent it mght be premature, as we
were reviewing all the issues, but that | would not foreclose it for
the future. So | can't comment on M. Buffone, but | can say what |
have done to date.

QUESTION: As a followup, M. Buffone says there has been a pattern
of the Justice Departnent trying to thwart this Spani sh

i nvestigation. If | could just quote one sentence here, he says he
attended the exam nation of wtnesses by the Spanish judge in Spain.
And he said the representative of the Departnent of Justice
interrupted the testinony and instructed witnesses not to respond to
certain questions on the basis that information about involvenent of
General Pinochet was classified.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Yes. W have to conply wth our |aws. And what
| have done, as | just indicated, is ask that we revi ew everything

t hat we've done, to nake sure that we nake avail abl e everything that
I s possible under the law to be nade available. So | do not think we
have tried to thwart it. I've tried to make sure that | review,
again, all the issues, to make sure that we do the right thing.

QUESTION: And a final followup, he says that the current -- in
contrast, the current |eadership at the State Departnent has taken a
far different position. And as a representative of the victins, he

has met with them and he has been allowed to express his views before
very high officials at the State Departnent. So why is this different?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not see any difference.
QUESTI ON: So why aren't you neeting wth hinf

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Because | think it would be premature until we
did the review, to nake sure that we have foll owed up on every | ead,
made every determ nation that we can, so that we can neet and
understand their concerns.

QUESTION: Is the problemhere the classification of docunents by
ot her governnent agenci es?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | want to nake sure that both the Justice
Depart nment and ot her agencies of governnent address the issue, and
t hat as nuch as can be made avail abl e under the aw is nade avail abl e.

QUESTION: So this review that you' re undertaking, does that include
going to the other governnent agencies and asking themto consider
decl assifying the materials in question?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'m asking that everybody | ook at what we have
and try to make the best judgnent we can under the | aw.

QUESTION: WIIl it be satisfactory if M. Kofi Annan is successful in
obt ai ning the turnover of the two bonbing suspects of the Pan Am 103,
to bring themto Holland? And would it be still satisfactory, if they
were convicted, for themto spend tine in jail in Scotland?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would let the State Departnent nake any
comrent with respect to that effort.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, it has been suggested that the reason the United
States is reluctant to cooperate with the Spani sh investigation of

Pi nochet is that it would open up a can of worns, and U S. officials
who have been engaged in simlar crinmes would be nabbed around the
worl d. Are you concerned about that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | haven't -- all | am concerned about is that
we do everything we can under the |aw to honor our obligations of the
mut ual | egal assistance treaty.

QUESTION: As | understand it, you are vis-a-vis the Burton commttee,
the Reform and Oversight Commttee, your posture is as it was before
Judge Johnson conpelled you to furnish the nenos to the Judiciary
Committee with respect to the Burton commttee and their subpoena of
the --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d point out that the order speaks for

itself. And I do not think we were conpelled. | think we were trying
to work with Congress. And we asked the court, and suggested a
procedure. | think the order speaks for itself.

| think the situation with respect to the other conmttee is
different, because it is not the commttee addressing the issue of
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| npeachnent .

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, in the Pollard case, are you worried or concerned
t he procedure is being done through the Wiite House as opposed to the
Par don Attorney here? And, second of all, will you be recomendi ng
agai nst any early release for hinf

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | w il hear fromall interested parts or
conponents of the Justice Departnent, including the Ofice of the
Par don Attorney, and nake a recommendation to the President by the
January 11th date.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, on the independent counsel question or decision
you face here, you' ve spoken in the past of you're sort of damed if
you do and dammed if you don't. Is that how you're feeling this tine,
or is it nore intense, the pressure? Do you feel under nore pressure
fromthe H Il than you have in other tines you faced this point?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Anybody that tries to pressure ne is going to
find their efforts counterproductive. | do not operate based on
pressure, one way or the other. These are decisions that are very

i nportant, and | try to nake the best judgnent | can based on what |
shoul d be using, which is the evidence and the | aw.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, | do not want to pressure you, but --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. You never pressure ne.

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: But to return to sone very old business. Has the OPR
general review of all these allegations agai nst Judge Starr begun,

t he ones brought up by John Conyers, Bill G nsberg and Senat or
Torricelli back in February?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | have indicated, there is no investigation
underway now. W have not determ ned that there has been any

wr ongdoi ng. W have dism ssed many of the allegations. And other than
that, | cannot conment.

QUESTI ON: Wy can you not tell us which of the allegations have been
di sm ssed? Wwuldn't that be fair both to Starr and to the public who
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are i nterested?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Because then | would be comenting on what has
not been di sm ssed.

QUESTION: (O f m crophone) --
(Laughter.)

QUESTI ON:  What about Chairman Burton? |Is the investigation still
ongoi ng of Chairnman Burton?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | woul d not comment.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno given your reluctance to comment on whet her or not
perjury is inportant and that kind of thing, is there any change in

t he Departnent approach to perjury allegations against just average
people while this proceeding is continuing? Because, in a way,
prosecuting an average Joe on perjury during this proceeding could
reflect a cooment by you --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W have not changed any policy or procedure.
QUESTI ON:  How was your Thanksgi vi ng?
QUESTI ON:  Yeah.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | went to Brazil for a neeting of the

Hem spheric Attorneys Ceneral. It was very interesting. W had a
chance to discuss extradition and other issues, including cybercrine
and how we can coordinate together. It was one of those all-night
trips down and | ong days back. And it was good to get hone.

QUESTION: Did you get any recreation in?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, | got no recreation in, except | had a

chance -- we flew into Manaus, which is right on the Amazon, as the
two big tributaries cone together. And as a child, | was fascinated
by geography, and had a teacher who was really interested in rivers.
And | earned about tributaries and deltas and a | ot about the Amazon.
And it was absolutely thrilling to see it up that close, and to see,
even that far inland, the wwdth and the mght of the river. It was
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extraordinary.
QUESTION: (O f m crophone) --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It was very interesting. |'ve got a | ot of
pl aces to go back to, though.

Thank you.
VO CE: Thank you very nuch.

(Whereupon, at 9:55 a.m, the press conference concl uded.)
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