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QUESTI ON:  Good nor ni ng.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Good nor ni ng.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, for sonme weeks and nont hs now, we've
asked you about OPR s inquiry into allegations against
Kenneth Starr. About a nonth ago, your response to these
questions changed fromstatus quo ante to no comment.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You sound like a lawer, with those
fancy words.

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: Wl I, the answer changed from no change to no
comrent, which set everybody off into flurry.

We know now that OPR, or the Departnent, told Starr that

there wll be an investigation of sonme of these
all egations. Now that information is comng out in drips
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and drabs during the i npeachnent deliberations. Wuldn't it
have been sinpler just to have told us straight out in
January that this event occurred, rather than go through a
peri od of confusion and have the story slip out anyway?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | have said all along, | try not
to comment with respect to the I ndependent Counsel's
function. I wll, however, continue to | ook to see how |
may comment that is fair to all concerned, consistent with
the |l aw and consistent with ethical considerations.

QUESTI ON:  And that comrent woul d be?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | will continue to search for ways
that | may nmake such conments.

QUESTI ON: Does that nmean you have not found a way to nmake a
conment ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO If | can determne a way to properly
make a conmment concerning this matter that would be fair to
all concerned and woul d adhere to the law, | will do so.

QUESTION: Well, let's try a couple of questions and see if
you can find such a coment.

One of the things that | think people are puzzl ed about and
that really goes to the heart of this matter i s whether you
are |l ooking at an investigation, the end of result of which
could possibly lead to the dism ssal of the |ndependent
Counsel hinself, or whether it is instead an inquiry into
al l egations of inproprieties, of not follow ng Justice

gui del i nes, by Assistant U S. Attorneys who just happen to
be working for Judge Starr.

And | think there's a huge difference in the gravity of
those two types of inquiries. And | think, because of the

I ntense public interest in the whole Starr investigation,

It would be very helpful if you could give us an indication
which it is.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'msure it would be hel pful to you,
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but | nust adhere to the statenments that | nade.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, doesn't the Departnent have a potenti al
conflict of interest in |ooking at these nmatters while
Starr's investigation is still ongoing?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The statute provides for certain
authorities of the Departnent and the Attorney Ceneral.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, would you have authorized an expanded
inquiry into the Lewinsky matter if you had known about
contacts between M. Starr's office and the Jones | awers?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment in any way one
way or the other.

QUESTION: In the sane vein --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You' ve al ready had a chance.
QUESTION:. Well, | would Iike one nore.

ATTORNEY CENERAL RENO. M. Searle hasn't had a chance.
QUESTI ON:  Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You can one when everybody else is
t hr ough.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, these questions are no posed to be
hel pful to us. It's obviously a matter of considerable
public interest.

Your prior policy has been to defer to Judge Johnson when
there were matters before the court regarding OC. | was
wonderi ng whet her you could explain to us whether that
policy woul d determ ne that when the Judge has rul ed on
specific allegations that those rulings would be

determ native in terns of your judgnent of O C behavior?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It woul d depend on the circunstances
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and what the Judge's decision covered.
QUESTI ON:  Thank you.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, can you tell us which issues did you
di scuss yesterday with Mexican officials? Was there
sonet hi ng about drugs cooperation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We di scussed what we have been doi ng
t oget her and what we hope to do together in the future.

QUESTI ON: Attorney General Reno, on another subject. There
has been a lawsuit filed against the governnent, asking for
D.C. voting rights. The President supposedly is for the
expansion of D.C. voting rights. He's for Statehood. And
he's definitely -- he has said he's for congressional
representati on.

But in the voting rights lawsuit, the Justice Depart nent
continues to fight for expansion and further hanper the
enfranchi senment of District of Colunbia citizens. Doesn't
this seemto be contradictory? And why doesn't the Justice
Departnent not defend this, since it's a contradictory nove
to the adm nistration's position, which is one person, one
vote, and further voting rights for D.C ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Qur brief dealt only with the | egal
guestion of whether the change to the District's
constitutional status could be acconplished through this

| awsui t. And because of the constitutional provisions
governi ng the conposition of Congress, we determ ned that
it could not be. It was a constitutional issue.

QUESTION: | saw that M. Daley is the defendant in the
lawsuit. If M. Daley wote you and said, we think we're at
fault, don't defend the lawsuit, what would you do?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We woul d be interested in his |egal
aut hority.

QUESTI ON: So then you would still continue to defend the
| awsui t ?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What we have is a situation where
when the Constitution provides for certain structures, we
are bound by the Constitution. And in this instance, we
have filed a brief, setting forth the constitutional

provi sion that governs it.

QUESTI ON: And ny final question. A major provision is that
D.C. is not a State. | read the brief. That's your only
thesis. Does it not seemat all contradictory that the

adm nistration is for the expansion of voting rights? This
Is the only place in the country where citizens of the
District of Colunbia, the citizens of the United States, do
not have full congressional representation? Don't you think
that's at odds?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would i ke to see them have it.

QUESTION: If you would like to see them have it, why don't
you stop fighting the lawsuit?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Because the Constitution is at

i ssue, and we have set forth our best construction of the
Constitution. | think there may be a political solution to
the problem And I think we should search for that.

QUESTI ON: What woul d that be?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | |eave that to the others to deci de.

QUESTION: My final point is, even before the voting right,
It was done by constitutional anendnent in 1978. It fail ed.
It went through the constitutional anmendnent process. |t
passed by two-thirds of both the House and the Senate. It
failed in three-fourths of the States.

Is it the position of the Justice Departnent that it does
not require a constitutional anendnent, that it can be done
sinply with the majority vote of the House and the Senate?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | w Il ask that Myron give you a
cl ear statenent of what we can say with respect to what
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woul d be needed.

QUESTI ON:. Ms. Reno.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Now he gets a chance before you do.
QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Go ahead.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, have you consulted with U S. Attorney
Whi te or perhaps the Mayor of New York on the shooting in
the Bronx, in which the police officers fired 41 tinmes? |
am sure you aware the famly and sone elected officials are
calling for Federal jurisdiction in this case.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | have not talked to Ms. Wite
directly, but | have been in conmunication on a regular
basis with Bill Lee, the head of the Gvil R ghts Division,
who has talked with Ms. Wiite, and is neeting with others
concerning that matter.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, any possibility of a review of police
shootings in New York, such as is underway right now by
your office, or the Attorney's Ofice, here on the
shootings in the District?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | know of no plans at this point.
But we will always continue to review that, to see whet her
t hat woul d be appropri ate.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, | wanted to ask you about the M randa
deci sion. As you know, there is this 1968 | aw that Congress
passed, and recently the Fourth Grcuit interpreted it as
overruling, essentially, Mranda. Wiy has the Depart nent
never enforced the 1968 | aw? And what's your position on
Its constitutionality?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W have reviewed it carefully and
have determ ned that the Suprene Court has concl uded that
it is constitutionally, based since it has applied it to
the States, as well. In this adm nistration and in other
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adm ni strations preceding it, both parties have reached the
sanme conclusion. And thus, it would be up to the Suprene
Court to make the determ nation that it was not
constitutionally based.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, can you tell us alittle bit about the
timng of this decision to perhaps nove forward with the

I nvestigation of Starr? Was there any di scussion of the
fact that this letter was sent to Starr right in the mddle
of the trial? Was that a factor at all, one way or the

ot her ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment.

QUESTI ON: Can you respond to sone conplaints that are
ruffling frompeople around Starr that this is sonehow
payback, that this is politically notivated, specifically
because Starr forced Secret Service agents to testify?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have tried ny level best to do
this the right way, to ensure that there was no effort
what soever to interfere with his investigation. And | am
convi nced that nothing has been done. But | will continue
to work to ensure that result.

QUESTION: Do you believe that M. Starr and his crew have
the right to indict the President of the United States for
civil -- 1 mean -- for crimnal charges? Is this a power
that M. Starr has in your opinion?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment on that except
to ask Myron to provide you with what | understand is
public records, which contains the policy or the statenents
made by the O fice of Legal Counsel in one admnistration
af ter anot her.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, correct ne if I'mwong, but | think

sone weeks ago, | thought, in answer to a question from
Beverly, you said that you were not aware of any contact
between -- in January 1998 -- you were not aware of any

contact between Starr's staff and the Paula Jones | egal
team |s that correct?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'I1l be happy to check back and see
exactly what | said.

QUESTION: | believe that's what you said.
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, let us check that and see.

QUESTION: Well, given that, do you feel that the

Departnment, or you personally, were mani pulated by -- in
this process -- so that the Starr investigation could be
expanded?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, can you comment on whether there would
be any circunstances in which that kind of contact woul d be
pr oper ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. | do not do "what if's."

QUESTION: Is Starr's office precluded about tal king about
this?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That woul d have to be a
determ nati on made by Judge Starr.

QUESTI ON:  About a year and a half ago or so, as | recall,
In response to an inquiry froma citizen, conplaining about
potential conflicts of interest involving M. Starr's other
litigation, OPR wote a |letter which stated that the
threshold for an investigation of an i ndependent counsel
was an allegation, if proven true, would result in renoval.
Does that still stand as Departnent policy?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That statenent made in that context
stands, yes.

QUESTI ON:  Can you el aborate? When you say "in that
context,"” that's qualifying the policy significantly.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO I n every instance -- | do not want
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to take anything out of context. And in that context, that
policy applies. | just want to make sure that soneone
doesn't create a factual situation that may be slightly
different than that context, in which it would not apply.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, the independent counsel statute expires
In June. What's your tinetable for nmaking a reconmendati on
on whet her that statute should be kept or dropped or
changed? And what are sone of the factors you will be

| ooki ng at when you nake that recomendation on this 20-
year-ol d | aw?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | understand that | will be
testifying sone tinme in March before Senator Thonpson's
commttee in the Senate. As | have expl ai ned before, Eric
Hol der has pulled together a commttee to consider this
Issue. | amawaiting its report, and will nake appropriate
comrents at the hearing.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, there have been reports that the whole
Starr situation has caused not only grave tensions between
you and M. Starr, but al so sone exchanges between you and
your own deputies, warning that if you tried to discipline
or move in it could prove another Saturday N ght Massacre,
simlar to Watergate. Any comment on those reports about

the Il evels of tension and aninosity that this has caused?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not feel any tension or
aninmosity. | just see everyone trying to work together to
figure out what the right thing to do is.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, returning for a nonent to the question
of the threshold for investigation, can you say what the
options are? | nean if that threshold m ght be out of
context, as you suggested, what is in context, what is the
t hreshol d?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would refer you to the law with
respect to what authority the Attorney CGeneral has. And
that's the option.

QUESTION: And if not for the law, the only option is
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renoval , correct?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would refer you to the | aw.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, there is no question of interpretation
of the | aw?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would refer you to the | aw

QUESTI ON: But, Ms. Reno, the |aw says "good cause." And
you' re probably the only one around this table that knows
what good cause neans in this context. Wat is good cause
i n the I ndependent Counsel Act?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | woul d not conment.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, another D.C. issue is the citizens of
the District of Colunbia voted for an initiative, called
Initiative 59. The Congress said that the results of the
initiative could not be certified, and the results coul d
not even be published. The Justice Departnent has gone in
to defend that position.

Isn't that al so another contradictory nove for the Justice
Departnment, so that people of the District of Colunbia were
not even able to find out the results of an election in

whi ch they cast votes?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The Departnent of Justice has a
responsi bility which has been exercised by one

adm ni stration after another to try, when there is a good-
faith argunment for upholding the law, to defend a | aw
passed by Congress.

QUESTION: You said that, in reference to the other

question, you think the citizens of D.C. should have the
vote. Do you also think that the citizens of D.C. should be
able to know the results of an el ection which they cast
their votes in?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENGO Yes.
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QUESTION: On your forthcomng trip to South Africa, can you
outline exactly how you think you can help South Africa
Wth their rising levels of crime, and exactly how
concerned the United States is for the political stability
of the country in the run-up to the el ections, given the

I ncrease in violence?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It is ny hope that rather than
saying how | can help to neet with ny counterparts in South
Africa and discuss matters of nutual concern both in this
country and in South Africa, and to find out how we m ght
be effective in terns of assistance, training, sharing our
experience in the United States, and doing everything we
can to build a partnership between South African
authorities and us to deal with the issues of international
crine.

As | have said on a nunber of occasions at this table,
crime is becoming nore international in its consequence.
Drug trafficking, organized crinme, so many issues cut
across nunmerous boundaries. And | think partnerships such
as we seek to build wth the Governnent of South Africa can
be very beneficial to all concerned.

QUESTION: On the rising levels of crine, and particularly
political violence, is there any words of advice that you
wll be offering to their governnent, or are you concerned
that they do not have the power to deal with it effectively?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think we will be discussing with

t hem what they think mght be hel pful, giving thema range
of ideas, talking about our experiences. | wll share with
t hem what we have done in these last six years to bring

vi ol ence down, street violence down in this country, and
pointing out that there is no on answer to the effort, that
it requires people working together, authorities engaged in
efforts that provide for both prevention and fair
enforcenent, and followup and after-care.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, has the Departnent received a referra

from Congress concerni ng all egations about Sidney
Bl unent hal ?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Not to ny know edge.

QUESTI ON:  And has the Departnent nmade a determ nation of
whose authority it would be to investigate should there be
a need for an investigation of this fromyour or Starr's
of fice?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | indicated, we have not received
areferral. And | would wait until | saw the referral to
determi ne what the appropriate response woul d be.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, do you believe M. Starr would need
expanded aut hori zation to ook into at Blunenthal, or is
that cl ose enough to his own case that he could | ook into
that i medi atel y?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | would have to | ook at the referral
to nmake sure that | understood all the facts before |I nade
such a comment.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, CGtiGoup, who is the | argest bank

I ssuer of credit cards in the Nation, just announced t hat
they are pulling out of -- (off mcrophone) -- do you view
that as a positive devel opnent towards the Departnment's
goal of encouraging conpetition between these two credit
card conpani es?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What | would like to do is let the
Antitrust Division coment, since these are issues that are
now before them And it would be nore appropriate for them
to comment, so that it is done in the right way.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, has the Departnent notified the Wite
House of the Starr probe or seek additional information
fromthenf

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The Departnent has not been in
contact with the White House concerning this matter.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, in regards to the fiscal year 2000
budget, it appears that there is a cut in Federal
assi stance for State and | ocal | aw enforcenent agenci es.
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| ' m wonderi ng why things such as the l[ocal |aw
enf orcenent --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'msorry, could you speak a little
bit | ouder?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENQ In the fiscal year 2000 budget,
there appears to be a cut in Federal assistance to State
and | ocal |aw enforcenent. Grants such as the |ocal |aw
enforcenent block grant, grants to State prisons, they al
seemto be elimnated. Wiy is that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG In the 1994 Crine Act, we tal ked
about how we coul d provide some i medi ate assi stance to
State and | ocal | aw enforcenent, through community policing
initiatives, through prisons and through other neans, to
address the problemof violence in this country. It was
recogni zed that, consistent with principles of Federalism
and States' interest in maintaining their independence,

that it phase out over the next six years. And | think
everybody has understood that.

What we have continued to try to do, because | am so
commtted to making sure that we don't becone conpl acent
and accept the fact that crine is down six years in a row,
so we should cl ose up shop and go hone on the effort, that
we have talked with State and | ocal |aw enforcenent to find
out what it is that is nost inportant to them to provide
targeted grant situations, where we can really neet their
needs. And what they said, again, was they would |ike the
conti nuation of the COPS program which has worked.

But, again and again, they tal k about the need for

technol ogy, both at the State and | ocal |evel. And what we
are trying to do is to devel op, again, a targeted response
that will provide themw th the technol ogy they need to be
nost efficient and to go further in terns of developing a
shared capacity, so that for expensive technol ogy that does
not have to be duplicated in all 50 States, we can share
that technology in a reasonabl e way.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, it was reported, | think reliably, that
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drug arrests and sei zure of nmmjor drugs -- cocai ne and
mari j uana, heroine -- have gone down substantially in
Mexico. And | take it that that is not due to increased
enforcenent and is not a success. Do you have any commrent
about that particular statistic?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not have a comment about the
particular statistic. | do not know whether it is accurate
or not. | do know that the Mexican authorities have worked
wth us as never before to address issues of concern. |
know that they sonetines feel frustrated. But | think they
are commtted, and very recently announced a significant
financial commtnent to drug enforcenent for the future.

QUESTION: It is reported by those in the know in Mexico and
out si de that Mexico feels that the drug snuggling problem
the trafficking problem is an Anerican probl em and not
their owm. Have you ever run into that sentinent?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Peopl e sonetinmes reflect that the
demand exists in this country and we shoul d be doing
sonet hi ng about the demand. Wiich we are through General
McCaffrey's | eadership. W are approaching the problem from
the point of view of prevention, intervention, enforcenent
and interdiction. And we will continue in that effort.

But I think, as we deal with all of these issues, it is

i nportant that we create partnershi ps between | aw

enf orcenent agencies, so that we deal with probl ens that
are everybody's problem For Mexico, the President of

Mexi co has described drug trafficking as one of its major
nati onal security problens. For us, it has had a dramatic
impact in this country historically.

We have got to continue to work together and work with each
other at honme to finally substantially reduce and elimnate
the illegal use of drugs in the country.

QUESTION: And, finally, Janes Ruben, yesterday, at State,
said that there may -- | think he said that there were
actions going on behind the scenes to break up the major
cartels that have becone so rich, and every day, every
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week, becone richer and nore capacitated to corrupt through
those riches. |Is there sonething going on behind the scenes
that we are going to be very pleased to see cone al ong when
It conmes to the cartel of Juarez or the cartel of the
Arrianno brothers?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d not comment except to say
that we, without specific reference to any particul ar
target, continue to try to do everything we can to work
with the Governnent of Mexico. My counterpart in Mexico has
been just a great partner in this effort. And we wll
continue that whole initiative.

QUESTI ON:  Shoul d Mexico be certified?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That wll be a decision that the
Pr esi dent nakes.

QUESTION: If | could go back. Are you absolutely confident
t hat nobody in the Justice Departnent had any di scussions
wi th anybody in the Wiite House about this investigation of
M. Starr?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO To ny know edge, no one has had such
a di scussi on.

QUESTION: I n Decenber, a French court heard a request for
extradition of Ira Ei nhorn, who is convicted of nurder in
Phi | adel phia and residing in France. And a decision is due
next week. And | wonder if, in the two nonths that has
passed since that tinme, the Departnent has conmmuni cated any
guarantees or other information to the French court or
Governnent that would nmake it nore likely that this
extradition will cone to pass?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO If you are referring to our
assurances with respect to the death penalty, we have
assured the Governnent of France that he would not be
subject to the death penalty.

QUESTION: And in the intervening period between the hearing
and now, that's sort of ny --
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Let ne have -- | do not have the
chronol ogy, so | will ask Myron to provide you with the
preci se chronol ogy.

QUESTION: On that subject, Deputy Attorney CGeneral Hol der
told us | ast week that we have al so nade assurances for a
newtrial -- M. Ei nhorn was tried in absentia -- on behal f
of the State.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think that may have been before,
but we will provide the chronology so that we are as
preci se as we can be.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, the Senate is scheduled to vote either
today or tonorrow on the Articles of I|Inpeachnent, and the
country has gone through this nore than a year now. Do you
have any thoughts about what this whole process has done to
the country?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | think the Senate has it under
consi deration now, and the Senate should act, w thout ny
conment s.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, were you formally asked by Senat or
Thonpson's conm ttee to appear?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know whether it's fornal or
informal, but I will ask Myron to tell you whether it's
formal or informal.

QUESTION: But | nean what formdid it take?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, | will ask Myron to tell you
what formit took. |I do not know whether it was a tel ephone
call, a letter or what.

QUESTI ON:  For weeks and nonths you have said that sone
charges that were brought to you regarding Ken Starr's

of fi ce have been dism ssed. Can you give us any nore

gui dance on whi ch ones have been | ooked at and di sm ssed?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No.

QUESTI ON: Just a historical footnote, during your tenure,
has the Justice Departnent ever undertaken a disciplinary
action agai nst an attorney working for an i ndependent
counsel on a matter regarding the conduct of an

I nvestigation or prosecution as separate from an

I nvestigation of an independent counsel ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What | will do is ask Myron to | ook
at what we can comrent on. And | am not commenting on

whet her there is one or isn't one. There are privacy issues
I nvolved, if there is one. So, | would Iike Myron to check
for you and provide you with as full and conpl ete

I nformati on as we can.

QUESTI ON: Are there anything enl cosed that you know of? |Is
this something -- | nean is there a procedure that all ows
for disciplinary action against an attorney --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not want to create any
expectation that there is any information, that the answer
to your question is yes or that it is no. What | want to do
Is to nake sure that we provide you with the nost conplete
i nformation that we can, consistent with the Privacy Act.
And et Myron follow up with you right after this.

QUESTI ON: Just as a matter of policy, is there a provision
that allows for a separate investigation of an attorney for
an O fice of |Independent Counsel as opposed to the hol der
of the mandat es?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO My understanding is that if a
Department of Justice enployee is detailed at the

| ndependent Counsel, our rules and regul ati ons and

di sci plinary process can still govern himor her. But |et
me have Myron provide you wth the precise answers to your
guestions, if we can.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, in the context of the Justice

Departnment's scrutiny of Judge Starr, Senator Hatch was
guoted recently as saying this Justice Departnent, in the
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eyes of many, is the nost partisan Justice Departnent in
this century. What's your reaction?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | have told you on a nunber of

occasions, | have a great respect for Senator Hatch. And |
think if he |ooked at the record, he would see that | have
been damed by both sides and will continue to try to cal

it like | see it.

QUESTI ON: When will you be going to South Africa, and is
that the only country that you'll be visiting?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. When? On that trip?
QUESTION: That trip, right.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Yes, it wll be -- it looks like |
w il be | eaving on Tuesday.

QUESTI ON: March 8th, Ms. Reno, is the next date for the
Justice Departnent to file on the D.C. voting rights

|l awsuit. Is there any situation by which the Justice
Department would stop fighting the | awsuit?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comrent at this point.
But I would ask Myron to check with the |awers involved to
see if there was any way that we would comment.

QUESTI ON: Are you open to stop -- there are precedents --
the are two where the FBI agents (off m crophone)

di scrimnation and where the black farnmers and the
Agriculture Departnent -- those are the two precedents
cited, where the Justice Departnent was sued, or the U S
Governnment was sued, and they conceded fault. Is that a
possibility in the Justice Departnent?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO My whol e approach to things is | try
to do the best | can. And if sonebody points out that |'ve
made a m stake, then | try to correct it.

QUESTI ON: M. Hol brooke was assessed a fine of $5,000 and
apparently now is cleared by the Justice Departnent to
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continue his nomnation. Ma'am was that fine assessed for
reasons of sone cul pability on the part of M. Hol brooke or
can you tell us how that case has gone?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. It was a civil fine, and it was
reflective of the fact that he gained no nonetary benefit
as aresult, and it was consistent with other cases which
have been handled in the sane fashion.

Thank you.

(Wher eupon, at 10:00 a.m, the press conference concl uded.)
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