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QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, why does Kenneth Starr, al one anpbngst
men, get to have a say in who investigates hinf

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not have any comment.

QUESTION: Don't you think there's a point, though, when
you' re going to have to conment on this, when it's -- |
mean, Senator Hatch has said that M. Holder told himthat
you're trying to reach an accommodation with M. Starr. The
court has publicly released a public order, saying that you
have to file papers on this dispute. At what point do you
stop pretending you can't tal k about it?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not pretend.
(Laughter.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO And, secondly, | let the court know
when we file appropriate pleadings. And | | et you know when
iIt's appropriate to conment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, | would ask the sanme questi on.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, ny answer would be the sane to
you, too.

QUESTI ON: But the court has put this in the public arena.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO And when the court puts sonething in
the public arena and asks for a response, we're going to
provide the response in the court.

QUESTI ON:  Not under seal though?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not what provision the court
woul d make, but we would expect to file a pleading and not
ask that it be under seal.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, does that nean you're ruling out any
ki nd of appeal or any kind of other action, other than
going to the court?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d not commrent except to say
what we say to the court will be included in those
materi al s.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, can you give us a little insight about
why this is difficult. Cbviously, this has never happened
bef or e.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, | do not know what "this" is.

QUESTI ON: Well, the Justice Departnent investigating an
I ndependent counsel .

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, | do not nake any comment on
that, as to whether or not that's happeni ng.

QUESTION. Well, | think that's -- let's assunme -- | think
it's a fair assunption that it is. The court has indicated
soO.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, | do not think you shoul d
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assune anyt hi ng.
QUESTI ON: So, there may not be an investigation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not think you should assune
anyt hi ng.

QUESTI ON: Ckay. May we ask, have you net with Ken Starr to
di scuss anything recently?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | would not comment.
QUESTI ON:  And can you tell us why you can't comment ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Because if | start conmmenting, | go
down a slippery slope. And you say, Well, you said this, so
why can't you say this? And then, You say this, and why
can't you say this? The appropriate way to do this is with
respect to the court action, file the papers in the court
in an orderly way, and nake our position known.

Wth respect to any other matter, it is to, as the matter
I s concluded, nake appropriate statenents as to why and why
not .

QUESTION: If the Justice Departnent were investigating a
career prosecutor, would you comment on that? Is that the
paradi gmthat the Justice Departnent would follow if it
ever were to investigate an i ndependent counsel ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO An i ndependent counsel is in a
different position than with respect to a career |awer in
a matter that | am supervising -- whose conduct is at issue
in a matter that | am supervi sing.

QUESTION: Well, | guess that nmy assunption was that if the
Departnent ever -- if you ever were to investigate an

I ndependent counsel -- we understand you cannot say whet her
you are -- but if you ever were, that would be the reason
that you wouldn't discuss it publicly. AmI| wong about
that? Is there sone other reason you wouldn't discuss it
publicly?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | won't comment with respect to any
of the matters until it is appropriate to do so. And that
IS when the matter is concluded or whether there is a

poi nt, such as with the court pleading, that we nake an
appropriate statenent to the court.

QUESTI ON:  Perhaps | could ask anot her question? |I'mjust
trying to get -- | understand you won't comrent; |'mj ust
trying to figure out why that is. | assune it's not just an
arbitrary thing. Is it because --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It is not arbitrary. As | have said
on many occasions, | try not to conment on pending nmatters.
There are tinmes when the circunstances, such as a filing
with the court or other steps, require a comrent to be
made. There is nmuch confusion with respect to this issue,
In the questions that you all ask and questions | receive
from other people. But to comment on it w thout being able
to comment fully only further confuses the matter. And it
IS nore appropriate that we conment at the appropriate
time, when we can conprehensively discuss the issue.

QUESTION. M. Starr's office has accused your office of a
damaging |l eak on this whole natter. Is that a concern of
yours, whether or not information -- while you're publicly
saying you can't say anything -- whether or not, behind the
scenes, information is com ng out of the Justice
Departnent? Are you doi ng anyt hi ng about that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know what M. Starr has
said to you or otherw se. But whenever we have a situation
I n which there appears to have been an i nappropriate
comment made, we have tried to pursue it, and we are
pursui ng any such instance in this regard.

QUESTI ON: Has t hat happened here?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | have indicated, we have asked
the I nspector General to review any of these issues where
t here may have been i nappropriate coment.
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QUESTI ON: M ght your response to the court be whether or
not the court has jurisdiction over this matter at all?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, the appropriate tine to nake
the response to the court is not here, but in a
conprehensive pleading filed with the court.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, can you say whether the pleadings wll
be made public or will they be under seal? Wuld the
Justice Departnent nove to disclose then?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | indicated -- | think you cane
inlate -- | would intend to file it publicly. What steps
the court would take, I do not know.

QUESTI ON: What can you tell us about your thinking
regardi ng the future of the independent counsel in our
systen? The law wil| be going out of effect soon. And when
that | aw goes out of effect, what would you |like to see
replace it or enhance it? And would Ken Starr stay, or
sonebody who mi ght substitute or cone in for Ken Starr,
still be in business under the independent counsel statutes
now? WIll those still apply after the | aw has | apsed?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It woul d depend on all of the

ci rcunst ances and what ever action Congress took. But with
respect to the first part of your question, | amin the
process of receiving recomendations fromthe various
conponents as to their recommendations with respect to the
Act and whether it should be anended, repealed or permtted
to | apse.

QUESTI ON: You' ve made no deci sion yet?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG No, | have not.
QUESTI ON:  And you have no personal opinion?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As |'ve indicated throughout while |
consi der the independent counsel issues, | have tried to

| ook at the statute as it is, wthout thinking of what it
possi bly shoul d be. And havi ng concl uded all pending
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I ssues, | have now asked M. Hol der and his commttee, and
any other interested conponent that has a view to give ne
their perspective on what they think should be done with

t he Act.

QUESTION: In the past, actually, six years, you have --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG Not quite six year.

QUESTI ON: Pretty close. You have refused to tell us what
you think of the | aw, because you said there were

I ndependent counsels still in operation. Now you have to go
up to the Senate m d-March and testify about your
experiences wwth the I aw and nmake a recommendati on based on
t hose experiences. But several independent counsels w ||
still be in operation.

How can you possibly testify honestly and conpl etely about
your experiences with the | aw wi thout tal king about your
experi ences with those i ndependent counsel s?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think I can comrent, and we have
carefully |l ooked at this and will raise the sane caution
with Congress, that in all that |I've tried to do, |'ve
tried to make sure that we did not interfere with the

I ndependence of an independent counsel. And nothing that |
woul d say before the commttees that | mght testify
before -- | do not want anything that would interfere.

So, I think we can frane the issues and provide the
consi derations without comment that would interfere.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, the Urban League is holding a press
conference this norning, addressing the issue of police
brutality. What is the current status in the Justice
Departnment as far as investigations of that issue go, in
terns of pattern and practice investigations? And is there
anything in addition you think the Justice Departnent can
do about this problen?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think this is a very serious
problem There are so many good police officers in this
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country who have put their life on the lines for us, who
try their best day in and day out, who have done so nuch to
secure the safety and the well-being of the Anerican
people. But there are sone bad police officers, |like there
are bad people in every walk of life.

When we see officers cross the line and tarnish the
reputation and violate the laws, it's inportant that we
take action when the jurisdiction of the Federal Governnent
I s i nvoked.

In the past five years, we have crimnally prosecuted nore
than 300 officers, resulting in nore than 200 convicti ons.
And we now have approximately 100 investigations underway.

But the Federal |aw sets out a very tough standard. And |
have seen the difference, comng fromthe State court
system where State law is not based on a civil rights
provi sion but is based on negligent or cul pabl e hom ci de
theories. Under Federal |law, the |aw provides a tough

st andar d.

To prove a crimnal violation, we nust prove beyond a
reasonabl e doubt that the officer had the specific intent
to use nore force than was reasonably necessary under the
ci rcunstances. Even with that tough standard, we have had
an 89-percent success rate in this past year.

We still have to continue to review each case that cones to
our attention carefully, to work wwth the [ ocal prosecutor,
to nmake sure that we cooperate with themin every way
possi bl e, that everything is done to see that an
appropriate result is obtained.

But, in addition, as you nentioned, we have pattern and
practice authority, which gives us the authority to sit
down with a police departnent and | ook at patterns of
conduct that may be revealed by a review of cases, and take
steps with regards to training, supervision, review of use
of force, and other techniques to institute changes that
woul d prevent that from happening in the future.
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In addition, we have engaged in training initiatives that
have proven to be very successful, in terns of working with
police groups across the country to devel op training
prograns that address these issues.

In addition, | think conmmunity policing has been very

I nportant, in terns of giving people confidence in the
police officers that serve them with the theory and the
concept of community policing being the officer reaching
out to the comunity to involve the community and to build
trust and under st andi ng.

There is so nuch that has been done, and we are going to
continue to do it. Because, for an officer to use the
authority of his or her office in a way that violates the
civil rights of Americans is just wong. It is an exanple
of governnment authority being abused. And that, we shoul d
not tolerate.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, are you going to be neeting with Al
Shar pton and Jesse Jackson on these issues today?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have received a letter -- the
President has sent ne a letter from Hugh Price. And ny
understanding is that he and M. Holder will be neeting,
and that we | ook forward to neeting with the civil rights
groups when | get back from Peru.

QUESTI ON: The statistics you gave -- were those in
reference to civil rights cases involving police officers?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That's ny understanding, but | wll
ask Myron to confirmthat for you.

QUESTI ON: And just one quick followup. Can you give us a
sense of the cities where you currently have pattern and
practice investigations?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Let ne ask Myron to give you a

breakdown of that, so that we are clear, and that | do not
confuse what we have going and what we have concl uded.
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QUESTION: In terns of the D Allo shooting up in New York,
are there any additional steps that the Justice Departnent
wi |l be taking regarding that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What we are doing there is working
with the |ocal prosecutor, the United States Attorney from
the Southern District of New York, the FBlI, the Gvil
Rights Division, are working wwth the | ocal prosecutor and
| ocal authorities to nake sure that every step is taken
that can possibly be taken. An exanple of such a working
relationship is seen in another context, which is the
Jasper prosecution.

| had the opportunity to talk with the Texas sheriff who
handl ed that case. And | have a great respect for the
district attorney. W had a good conversation. And that was
an exanple where a | ocal governnent wanted to take the case
and to see that justice was done, where they had a
responsibility in their community. The FBI worked cl osely
wth them the United States Attorney, the GCvil R ghts

Di vision, worked closely with them It was a perfect
exanpl e of governnments working together to see that justice
was done.

| n sone situations, because of |law or resources, it's nore
appropriate that we pursue the case. But we're going to
make sure that in all of these cases, as we | ook at each
case, we take appropriate action to see that justice is
done, based on the facts and the | aw.

QUESTI ON: You bel i eve, apparently, justice was done in that
case. Does that nake you less interested in pursuing hate
crime legislation federally, given the fact that | ocal
justice seens to work well in cases |ike that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. What | said was that we want to | ook
at each case to make sure that because there is a crine of
such a serious nature, that if State authorities won't take
action, are not equi pped to take action, or the I aws do not
permt a just result, that we be prepared to take action.

So, in sone instances, hate crine statutes wll still be
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very inportant. And they are inportant because of the
necessity for reflecting a Federal intol erance of such
crimes.

And as | explained at the tinme the i ssue was before
Congress, each case has to be |looked at on its legs, if you
will. If the |ocal prosecutor can do it, if they have the
resources, if they want to go forward with it, then it is

I nportant for the |ocal community to speak out against the
tragedy and the conduct that occurred in that conmunity.
Where they can't do it and there is a Federal interest,

that Federal interest nust be vindicated. And we are
dedicated to vindicating it.

QUESTI ON: Along the lines of working with | ocal
prosecutors, the Sheinbein case, which, | guess, the
decision was nmade in Israel to keep himin Israel. Can you
comrent on whether you'll be hel ping the |ocal prosecutor

I n Montgonery County in further bringing himback here,
because there's still another one or two appeal s processes
that can be done over there? And if he is not brought back
here, will you be hel ping them prosecute over in |srael?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W are | ooking at whatever we can
do, in terns of further steps to be taken in the review
process. And, of course, we're disappointed with the
response. But, at the sane tinme, we are going to be

dedi cated to doing everything we can to work with the | ocal
prosecutor and with Israeli authorities, if the case is
tried there, to see that justice is done.

QUESTI ON: Do you believe that any of the rel ati ons between
the U S. and Israel has been strained over this whole thing?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not think so. | think it's

I nportant that we | ook at each case, and that we cone to
the ultimate result, which is there should be no safe place
for anyone to hide. We nuch prefer that the case be tried
where the crine was conmtted. Again, a community should be
abl e to speak out agai nst such injustice and such conduct.
But if it has to be tried in another country, we want to
make sure that the processes are in place that wll permt
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It to happen so that we see justice done regardl ess.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, Senator Hatch wote an article, voicing
hi s di sapproval for sone of the cuts nmade in the budget, in
particular, juvenile justice, and then to the States and to
the I ocal governnents. And | was wondering, do you have

t hat perception, that there has been significant cuts nmade
to State and | ocal funding for juvenile justice?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO To the contrary, | think what we've
tried to do is to devel op processes and procedures based on
the grant experience that we've had that enables | ocal
governnments to tailor their grant applications that neet
their needs, and to do so in a straightforward way. W | ook
forward to working with Senator Hatch to nake sure that
dollars cone fromthe Federal Governnment in a way that best
hel ps States and comunities address their problens.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, on the other side of the Capitol,
Congressman Hyde, on the House Judiciary Conmttee, has

I ndi cated that one of his priorities for the com ng session
Is going to be to take another | ook at Federal civil asset
forfeiture laws. How inportant a tool is that to the
Federal Governnent? And is it nostly useful in drug
prosecuti ons?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Asset forfeiture can be very usefu
I n any nunber of areas, but clearly it has been an
extrenmely inportant tool in drug prosecutions, and not
just, per se, in drug prosecutions. Wiat we all need to do
Is to work together to recognize that, properly utilized,
forfeiture can be a very effective tool.

We have seen situations where a drug organi zati on may send
in one small cell of people to do the distribution, one
small cell to do the collection, on small cell to do the
transportation. And if they are picked up and prosecuted
and convicted, they send sonebody else in. But when you
take their assets, when you take the proceeds, if you wll,
that's where it can really hurt. And | think it's a tool
that we nust continue to shape so that it does not
interfere with innocent people's |ives, but that the tool

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/feb2599.htm (11 of 19) [5/12/2009 1:09:44 PM]



02-25-99: PRESS CONFERENCE: THE HONORABLE JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL

I's used properly to really have an inpact on illegal
conduct .

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, the Departnent of Justice seens to be
about the only -- well, outside of the White House, | nean
al ong Federal lines still favoring Mexico or certifying
Mexi co, giving kudos to Mexico for their drug-fighting
efforts. Have you reevaluated that or do you still stand
behi nd what you said, that they've done a good job?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What the President has -- the
President wll make the certification determ nation. |
yesterday, wote to Senators G assley and Biden, who held a
comm ttee hearing, pointing out, and M. Constantine, the
Adm ni strator of the DEA, pointed out, that there has been
a great deal of corruption associated with drug trafficking
I n Mexico. President Zedillo has been concerned about this
and has taken steps to address it.

W have seen the enactnent of legislation in Mexico that
has been very useful. W have had exchanges of information
wth the Attorney General, with whom | have a cl ose working
relationship, that has resulted in the indictnents of
significant parties. W have inproved the extradition

rel ati onshi p. W have devel oped new traini ng nechani smns.
The President, President Zedillo, has announced a
significant newinitiative for interdiction.

But any tinme you have corruption that is that ingrained,
you' re not going to change it overnight. It's going to take
time. And as you | ook at experiences such as Italy had with
Its investigations over the years, what other nations have
had, it takes |longer than we woul d want.

| am al ways inpatient, but | amalso very aware of the
grave difficulties they face as they try to overcone this
effort.

QUESTI ON: Do you agree with the warning that Tom
Constanti ne gave at that particul ar hearing, said that
Mexi can drug trafficking organi zati ons posed the worst
crimnal threat to the United States that he has seen in
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his nearly 40 years in |l aw enforcenent. Do you believe that
It's that bad? | understand they're expandi ng ever nore
into the United States drug market.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. President Zedillo has, for hinself,
called drug trafficking one of the nost critical national
security problens that Mexico faces. And it is certainly
one of the significant problens that we face.

M. Constantine's focus is as the Adm ni strator of the DEA
So, having broader jurisdiction than that, | see other
crime problens that are quite serious. | do not rank them
| try to develop efforts to address each.

QUESTI ON:  What happened on your trip to Mexico, in your
tal ks there in Merida, with your counterparts from Mexi co,
the $400 million drug enforcenent effort that they wll
have; what hope did you gather from speaking to the

Mexi cans, anything new?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Both in our neeting in Merida and in
previ ous neetings here in WAashi ngton, the Mexican
authorities have explained to me and to Director Freeh what
they intend to do with the Federal Prevention Police and
how t hey are working to develop a nore effective policing
capacity. W would like to be able to work with themin any
way that woul d be appropriate and that woul d be supportive
and assi st them

They described President Zedillo's initiative with respect
to the technology that would Iimt drug trafficking, com ng
I n across the Southeastern Border. W had a good, frank
range of discussion. I'mgoing to be neeting with Attorney
General Madrozo while he is here this week. And | continue
to be very encouraged by Attorney General Madrozo's
efforts, and the President's efforts, to address this

probl em

| cautioned themnyself that it doesn't happen overni ght,
but it's going to require continued, long-term tenacious
efforts. And Attorney General Madrozo has certainly
committed to that effort.
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QUESTION: Ms. Reno, mllions of Anericans saw a wonan on
tel evision publicly accuse the President of raping her sone
20 years ago. The President, through his |awer, has denied
It. What do you make of the President's denial and the
accusation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'mnot famliar wth any of the
details, so | can't conment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, regarding your visit to Col onbi a next
week, is extradition one of the principal topics of that

visit? And is there a list that you are planning to take

down there of people that the United States would like to
extradite to here?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | go to Colonbia to determ ne how we
can best work with Col onbian authorities in a spirit of

nmut ual respect and cooperation. | have been inpressed with
the efforts of the governnent in these | ast several nonths.
And | ook forward to learning, to listening and to

reachi ng some understandings with ny coll eagues in Col onbi a
about what we can do to build a partnership that can truly
have an i npact on drug trafficking.

QUESTI ON: Just to follow up. But you are not planning, for
exanple, to request the extradition of the Cali cartels'
| ords?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Qur extradition requests wll be
made in the appropriate nmanner. | do not go with any
preconcei ved notions of what we will agree on or what we
will talk about, but | go really to learn, to listen.

Col onbia has so nuch that is so good. It is an opportunity
for me to see that and to understand how we nay be a better
partner wwth the Governnent of Col onbia and the peopl e of
Col onbia in addressing a problemthat affects both nations.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, following up on the same topic, is your
trip to Col onbia just a coincidence, right after the
announcenent of the certification process? At this point,
we still don't know what the end results are.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No, it's not a coincidence. It's not

anyt hi ng except a scheduling -- when | say no, it's not a
coi ncidence, | do not know what it is except trying to
reschedul e and reschedul e and reschedule. | think | was

schedul ed, first, to go in Decenber. That did not work out
for a variety of reasons. Then there was confusion wth
respect to the trip to Merida and whether | would go after
t hat .

Then the mnisters of justice neeting had | ong been
schedul ed for Linma. The mnisters of justice fromthe

hem sphere will be neeting in Lima March 1st through 3rd.
And it seened reasonabl e, rather than nake another trip or
take two trips, to do it in one, and to go to Lima and then
t o Bogot a.

QUESTI ON: And the | ast one. The Rodriguez O ejuela

brot hers, according to the Col onbian extradition |aw, they
cannot be extradited at this point because they have not
commtted any crines after the signing of the new law. |If
It Is proven that they have managed their business from
jail, wll you be or the United States be, requesting their
extradition?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We woul d not conmment except through
the request for extradition.

QUESTION: If | could go back to the question -- get this
question out -- if | can go back to the question of the
Speci al Division, the Independent Counsel and the Attorney
CGeneral . Everyone around this table understands why you
deeply feel there should be confidentiality on this issue.
It's a question of fairness and a question of pragmatics to
conduct the investigation.

However, | think you al so understand the point of view of
t he nedi a.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENOG: | know.

QUESTI ON: Every actor in this process is a state actor,
operating with public noney on issues of deep interest to
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the Anerican public. Wuld you at least review this issue
in your own mnd just to give us a fair shot at this, just
bet ween now and next Thursday?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, next Thursday, |'mgoing to be
I n Bogot a.

(Laughter.)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Do you want to conme down to Bogota?
(Laughter.)

QUESTI ON: Can you at least reviewthis issue to see
whet her --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | review it constantly. And one of
the issues that | constantly think about is how can |
better address the issues that are of inportance to the
Anmerican people, and do it in as open a way as possible,
that does not interfere with any ongoing matter.

Let ne give you the extrene exanple. If | were

I nvestigating a maj or case that had trenendous

inplications -- wasn't an i ndependent counsel case, but,
say, had reference to a terrorist -- and I was hot on the
trail of the perpetrator, and for the evidence to cone out,
it would have a very disastrous effect on the investigation.

Now, that matter is of grave interest to the Anmerican
peopl e. But everybody woul d agree that | shouldn't nake a
coment. As | told Pete, | review these things to see what
| can comment on and if | can comment w thout causing
further confusion.

My conclusion at this point is, to coment at all would be
to cause further confusion, because |I cannot conment
conprehensively. | |look forward to the day when | can, and
to try to full ny responsibilities to you, but, nore

i nportantly, to the Anmerican people, to be accountable. And
| think those opportunities will cone.
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One of the first opportunities wll be the statenent that
we file with the court in response to the court's request
for our position.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, going back to M. Constantine's
remarks, witten statenents, one of things he was very
concerned about was the notion of sharing information with
sone of the vetted units in Mexico because of potenti al
corruption there. How does the United States navigate the
I ssue of cooperation when sone of the very people that

you' re cooperating wth perhaps nay be corrupt?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That is one of the issues that you
face in terns of devel oping | aw enforcenent information
that we have faced in a nunber of circunstances. And you
work with people. You | ook at what happens to the

I nformati on you share. And one of the best things that can
happen, and it has happened on a nunber of occasions in
very sensitive matters with very sensitive cases in which
we have been working with the Mexi can Governnent, it works.
And you know that this person can be relied on, and you
build further trust and you build a teameffort that is
just extraordinary and very inportant.

Then there are other situations where that doesn't work

out. Those are the efforts and the issues that we face. How
do we build that partnership? How do we do it with
appropriate regard to everyone's interests?

That's the challenge that we face. And it cannot be done
overnight. | think Director Freeh would describe to you the
way we built a partnership with the Governnent in Italy, in
terms of addressing issues with respect to organi zed crine
here and in Italy.

Law enforcenent and the investigation of maj or organi zed
crimnal activities is one of the nost difficult jobs there
I's. You have got to find the person that did it. You have
got to develop a case, at least in this country, that is
based on constitutional principles and adherence to due
process. And then you have got to take it into court and
prove themguilty beyond and to the exclusion of a
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reasonabl e doubt. Then you've got to get a sentence that
fits the crine. And then you have got to get enough jails
to house themfor the length of tine the judge has
sentenced t hem

The process is a daunting one. But, under the best of
circunstances, it's difficult. That's the reason | think
It's so inportant that we recognize the strides that Mexico
has taken, but recognize that it wll not be done overnight.

QUESTION: Along this thread, this is a real quick question.
A |l ot of people seemto feel that the situation is not

| nprovi ng, not staying the sanme, and getting worse in the
drug fighting situation in Mexico. Answer, one word -- is
It getting worse, better or staying the sane?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think in sonme respects it has
gotten worse and in sone respects it's gotten better. And |
have not --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO And | have not weighed it. One of
the things that you don't knowis this corruption is being
brought to the fore and action is being taken against it
when it is determned to exist. | can't tell you, because |
do not know the circunstances, before | cane into office,
as to just who is doing what. But the fact that it is being
exposed, that it is being made visible, that action is
being taken, | think is again a further sign of what |
think is inmportant progress.

QUESTI ON:  Very qui ckly, your personal opinion. Is M.
Cinton being sneared? Is he being naligned by these Jane
Does that are com ng out of the Paula Jones case? O could
he possibly be in need of sone nodification in his behavior?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG I'mnot famliar with the
circunstances, sol wll not coment.

VA CES. Thank you.

ATTORNEY CGENERAL RENO:. Thank you.
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You can al ways get your question in.
VO CE: Have a good trip.
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG Thank you.

(Wher eupon, at 10:05 a.m, the press conference concl uded.)
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