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| amgreatly honored to be here with you to help you

cel ebrate the dedication of the Federal Bar Association's
wonderful new facility. | ama great believer in this
organi zation and its mssion. And |I'm no disinterested
bystander. As fornmer Solicitor General Drew Days noted when
he spoke to you a few years ago - on the occasion of your

75th anni versary - the Departnent of Justice is the "federal
court's biggest custoner." Every day all across the
country, hundreds of |awers stand up in federal court to
tell the court their nanes, followed by “"for the United
States."” And attorneys representing non-governnent al
parties - individuals and other private or public interests
- appear in federal court to press the rights of their
clients, often with the Departnent of Justice appearing on
t he ot her side.

The significance of this occasion cones honme to ne when |

t hi nk about where we were the last tinme the Federal Bar
Associ ation dedicated a building in Washington in 1962. O
course, Robert Kennedy was the Attorney General, and he
spoke at the dedication cerenony on January 17, at 5:00 p.
m Chief Justice Warren delivered the dedicatory address to
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an audi ence that was huddled in their seats trying to stay
warmin freezing tenperatures and hi gh w nds.

As for nme, | was still in ny second year of |aw school, a
menber of the 10th class of wonen to graduate from Harvard
Law School .

| also think about what the | egal |andscape | ooked like to
a federal practitioner in 1962 and just how far we've cone.
Yes, Brown v. Board of Education had been deci ded ei ght
years earlier, opening up the school house doors to
desegregation. And, in 1962, the sane year that the Federal
Bar Associ ati on opened the doors of its new building, Baker
v.Carr opened the voting booth to mllions of Anericans who
had been denied a voice in our denbcracy. But there was no
G deon v. Wainwight, establishing that every defendant,
rich or poor, has the right to be represented by a | awer
when charged with a serious crine. JimCrow was still two
years away from being dealt a fatal blow with the passage
of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964. And no one had to think
about conplying with the Anmericans with Disabilities Act in
desi gni ng and buil di ng your fornmer headquarters.

Qur | egal system and society are so intertw ned that
progress in one can hardly exist without progress in the
other. When | was a teenager in the late 1950's people told
me a woman couldn't go to | aw school. Wien | graduated in
1963, people told ne a woman couldn't get a | awer's job,
and we know fromthe experiences of Anne Bi ngaman, the
former Assistant Attorney General for the Antitrust

Di vi sion, and Suprene Court Justice Sandra Day O Connor,
that many of our best and brightest couldn't and didn't at
the outset of their careers. But now, three decades |ater,
no one ever told ne a wonan couldn't be Attorney General.

The | ast 37 years have seen trenendous progress for our
society and for the law, and the federal bar - and the
federal courts - have played an inportant role in bringing
this about. What will be the role of the federal
practitioner in the twenty-first century? The only thing we
know for sure is that it is going to change. Qur
Constitution has changed little, but our world is changing
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every m nute. Challenges that were once | ocal are now

i nternational. How can we |ive together in peace, freedom
and prosperity? How is technol ogy going to nmake things
easier and nore difficult? And what about the stubborn, age-
ol d, and increasingly conplex social problens of crine and
civil injustice? How can | awers who practice before the
federal courts help society to take on these chall enges? As
you nove into your new building on the eve of a new
century, our legal systemis confronting problens that |
believe wll redefine what it neans to be an attorney, an
agency general council, or alawfirmlitigator.

There is no single strategy that will prepare us for the
twenty-first century, no one-size-fits-all approach that
will help lawers to magically dissolve these chall enges.
To understand how the role of federal practitioners wll
change, we need to | ook at what they are doing today.
There's no better place to get a "snapshot" of the federal
practitioner than by wal king the halls of the Departnent of
Justice. (This is a bit nore difficult than in the past,
because, as you may know, many of the halls of Miin Justice
are closed and under construction as we refurbish and
renovate our building for the twenty-first century).

When you | ook at all of the marvel ous work that the Justice
Departnent | awers are doing today on an extraordi nary
array of issues, you begin to appreciate that federal
practitioners do a |lot nore than appear in court to try
cases or argue summary judgenent notions and appeals. As |

| ook around the Departnent of Justice - despite an

I ncredi bl e diversity of backgrounds, expertise, and

interests - | see three qualities over and over again in
our |awers- their willingness to devel op partnerships with
their counterparts and coll eagues at all |evels of

governnment and in communities; their desire to be problem
solvers, and their dedication to doing justice. W nust
change with the tinmes. And the nore we can incorporate
these qualities into the work that we do as federal
practitioners, the greater that the chance that we w |l
make a real difference by doing justice.

How wil |l the federal practitioner put what | amtalking
about into practice? Let ne give you sone exanples of what
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Justice Departnment | awers have been doi ng.

| will start with partnerships. As you know, | cane to
Washi ngton fromthe Dade County, Florida prosecutors
office. While ny perspective and role in the | egal system
are much different fromthe 5th floor of the Departnent of
Justice than it was fromthe State Attorney's office in
Mam , | still spend ny tinme on many of the sane problens -
how to make our streets and conmunities safe, howto
enforce the lawfirmly and fairly, and how to nake the
systemwork better for all stakehol ders. These issues do
not divide cleanly into federal issues and state issues. On
the contrary, they cover every part of the crimnal justice
system |f we are going to address these issues, we have to
have to work together by building on our successes in
partnership with our state and | ocal counterparts.

Take, for instance, the issue of gun violence. Since 1992,
there has been a historic reduction in violent crine.
Violent crines conmtted wth firearns have fallen by 27%
Despite this very good news, we are still one of the nost
violent "civilized" nations in the world, as nore than

14, 000 people were nmurdered with guns in our nation in 1997.

Qur nost effective strategies to date - and our nodel for
the future - are coordinated efforts in which federal
prosecutors teamup wth their counterparts at other
federal agencies, in state and | ocal |aw enforcenent, to
det er m ne how best to reduce gun violence. In sone pl aces,
| i ke Richnond, Virginia, the U S. Attorney's office joined
with [ ocal |aw enforcenent to establish an aggressive
programto prosecute gun cases in federal court, called
Project Exile. Since its establishnment, Project Exile, in
conbi nation with other coordinated | aw enforcenent efforts,
has reduced Ri chnond's gun homcide rate by 30 %in the
past year.

In Boston, the U S. Attorney's office has played a major
role in Operation Cease-Fire, a gun violence reduction
programthat involves unprecedented | evels of coll aboration
bet ween federal, state and federal prosecutions, as well as
a concerted effort by federal prosecutors to work with the
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conmuni ty organi zations, residents, and | ocal |eaders in
the communities, to take a pro-active approach to gun

viol ence and crine. Through this partnership, Departnent of
Justice Attorneys have hel ped to bring about a 64% drop in
Boston's homcide rate in a three-year period.

Lawyers can |l ead the way in responding to endem c soci al
probl ens |ike gun violence - whether they are prosecutors
or partners or working at the federal, state or | ocal
levels - if they work together to devel op creative

sol uti ons. Regardl ess of where you work, you can
participate in community partnerships to devel op

conpr ehensi ve community justice and prevention prograns.

Next, | want to tell you how Justice Departnent |awers
have becone probl em solvers. | know that at the Depart nent
of Justice, we call ourselves that nation's litigator. And
day-i n-and-day-out Justice Departnent |awyers go into court
to try cases. Wthout vigorous advocates who are unafraid
to try cases, we're not going to be very good at resolving
di sput es.

But we have to be able to do nore than win cases. Lawers
today - including Departnment of Justice |awers, cannot
function in ways that are isolated from everyday experience
of the people in dynam c situations.

Probl em sol ving at the Departnent of Justice enphasi zes
creative thinking at all stages of a dispute. It neans
identifying risk, assessing the true value of a dispute,
and working collaboratively with others to negotiate a
swi ft and conprehensi ve resol ution. Problem solving neans t
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