05-07-99: REMARKS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO MTV STUDIOS

REMARKS OF
ATTORNEY GENERAL
JANET RENO
"Fight For Your Rights: Take A Stand Agai nst Vi ol ence”
MI'V St udi os
New Yor k, New York
Friday, May 7, 1999

10: 00 a. m

Thank you Judy and thank you for asking the Justice
Depart nent and Departnent of Education to be partners in

this project. I know that Secretary Ri|ley would have |iked
to have joined us today. He sends us his best w shes and he
supports us. | would also like to thank the National Center

for Conflict Resolution Education and the Recording

| ndustry of America for their contributions to this effort
and all the people that have nmade this possible. As
Attorney Ceneral, | have been concerned with one speci al
problem for the length of tinme that | have been attorney
general and that is the problem of youth violence and what
we can do to prevent it and give our children a strong and
positive future. The overall rate of youth violence has
dropped in recent years. But tragedies |ike the shooting in
Littleton serve as grimrem nders that we all nust renew
our efforts in every way possible to prevent violence and
give our children a future. W are living are in a culture
of violence and we can do sonet hing about it.
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Let's not cast blane as we try to reach solutions for we
are all responsible. You can not just point to the Internet
or novies or nusic videos or guns as the single reason why
children or teenagers commt violent acts. And we can not
just talk nore about nore rules and regul ations. There are
many pieces to the puzzle and all Americans must cone
together to figure out how we put the pieces together. But
one thing is clear, if we are to end youth violence in
Anmerica, we nust involve the youth thensel ves for they have
such w sdom they have understandi ng, they are so
perceptive, they have so nuch to contribute and believe ne
they want to contribute and they want to nake a difference.
Mozart conposed his first synphony at age six, Einstein was
si xteen when he wote his first paper on the theory of
relativity and Joan of Arc |led 3,000 French knights at the
Battl e of Ol eans when she 17. The youth of today are very
wonderful. When | travel around the country and neet with
them they tell nme they want to be part of a solution. They
want adults to know that all young people are not invol ved
In crime and gangs. You and | know that the vast majority
of young peopl e are good, fine people who attend school,
volunteer in their community, assist others, and contribute
to this nation in so many ways. They are doi ng so nmany

I ncredi bl e things. They think of wonderful things to do to
hel p others to nmake a difference.

The "Fight For Your Rights: Take A Stand Agai nst Viol ence”
canpai gn of fers young peopl e anot her opportunity to nmake a
contribution. Besides offering great nusic, | even got a
chance to neet the Goo-Goo Dolls (Laughter). And ny

hori zons have been greatly expanded this norning at MV
(Laughter). My nieces and nephews are not going to think
|''mas archaic as they once did. This guide contains clear
I nformati on and practical suggestions for how to get

I nvolved in a range of anti-violence activities. It

I ncl udes resources for how to take action now. It has the
phone nunbers to call whether you choose conflict
resolution, nentoring, artistic responses to violence,
youth crinme watch, or advocacy. You can nmake a difference.
Anot her key part of the package is an interactive CD ROM
whi ch wal ks the viewer through the kind of real life
situations that often confront young people and hel ps them
|l earn to resolve conflicts peacefully. It takes what role
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wor ks and translates it through to the young peopl e who
need it nost.

As you know on Monday, the President is convening a
strategy session in Washington with | eaders across the
spectrum of our society. They will discuss constructive
strategies for ending our culture of violence and
elimnating youth violence in this country. | |ook forward
to that conversation. This partnership wth MV is the kind
of effort we should all be undertaking. | can tell you that
Secretary Riley and | have both been asked why the federal
governnment would partner with MI'V on a project like this.
My answer is sinple. It's because if you're going to talk
about communicating with youth, we need to be sure to get

t he nessage out through the nedia that they listen to and
since over 70,000 young people have already requested this
guide in the short tinme that it has becone available. | am
sure we are on the right track.

|*ve net so many wonderful people this norning who are
maki ng a difference, who have contributed so nuch and one
of themis Delight Young. Delight is a youth nedi ator,
trainer, and |eader in the conflict resolution field, a
shi ni ng exanple of a young people who turned her own
probleminto a solution. As a result of fights wth other
students during m ddl e school, Delight's guidance counsel or
suggest ed she becone involved with the | ocal peer nediation
program Delight doesn't do anything half-way. She now
works with EARS, Effective Alternatives and Reconciliation
Services, a Bronx based organi zation. It counsels young
peopl e on resolving conflicts peacefully. And she didn't
just stop there. She is also a | eader in the Team Trai ners
Institute and a nenber of the Society of Professionals in
Di spute Resolution. Al of this and she hasn't even
graduat ed from hi gh school yet. America, |ook at what the
youth of America are doing and that's |istening to Delight
Young. (Appl ause)
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