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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think one of the ways you neasure
It 1s recognizing violence is down six years in a row now,
and suddenly people are beginning to think that it mght be
feasible, it mght be realistic, to assune that you can
bring it down sone nore. You' ve got to be very careful with
your figures, and that's the reason why the national survey
I's inportant so that people don't get caught up just in
nunbers.

But | think one of the keys to its success is a devel opnent
of an ability collected both nationally and locally so you
know what is happening, and that not perfected yet. | would
add that to the sixth of your points.
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| would like to challenge, and | think it's apparent in
what you all are saying, that there is the divisionary
stuff, and there's the stuff that needs to be done. | think
one of the issues that we've got to address is how do we
make a workday and a living day and a nonth and a week so

t he peopl e have a balance in their lives, and | think we
shoul d give that serious consideration. It was raised
yesterday i n devel opi ng workdays that give parents quality
time with their children, both parents. | think that's
vital.

How we provide for supervision for our children so that it
Is as expected as K through 12 and then the nonschool
hours, | wasn't quite clear. And |"'minterested. | had a
chance to talk to Dr. Dickie yesterday about what the AVA
Is doing in terns of the devel opnent of its protocol, and |
said, "Well, have you consi dered what invol venent of the
crimnal justice systemon these public health issues?"

"Oh, no. That mght be a good idea." Just inmagine what it
could be if the first tinme you went to a doctor as they
advi se you about manmograns that they advi se you about

vi ol ence agai nst wonen so that it is ingrained in
everything that we do, and that one of the neasurable goals
woul d be that by the year 2000 or 2001 every doctor went
through this protocol with a new patient, every doctor went
through this protocol wth an 11 year-old girl, every
doctor talked to this young man when first in the doctor's
of fice as an adol escent about violence, just nake it an
ingredient, a factor. | think we would have a trenendous
result, and then do the sanme thing with | awers.

Now, with |awers, no professionalization nmakes a good

poi nt. Lawyers providing | egal services to people of
noder at e i ncone people to working poor, and | think you' ve
got to think in terns of the conmmunity advocates, a four-
year degree, if you wll, that knows how to cut through the
red tape, where to go.

Sonetimes they mght be a generalist, and have | andl ord-
tenant situations, child support situations, but we' ve got
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to get the bar associations of this country to recogni ze
that they are not delivering the services to people in
pl aces where they can't afford it.

One of the keys that's mssing as far as -- and | didn't
hear it cone out too nmuch -- is case managenent. Wen you
tal k about the delivery of services, there are wonderf ul
servi ces being delivered, but you go to Dr. A and then you
go to Dr. B and you don't tell Dr. B what you told Dr. A,
and you flinflamthe whole system and you waltz through the
whol e systemfor a long tinme. Wth the concept of a case
manager who really tracks the person w thout |abeling them
and then you win to bring themup sure and win themto give
thema pat on the back. | think that's an essential, and
one of the |east focused-upon disciplines that | know.
Sonetinmes it cuts across.

And to nme, even after six years up here, the nost
underserved area that | know is how you treat al coholism
We put so much enphasis on drugs, but when you | ook at

al cohol and what it's causing, both in violence against
wonen and children, | just would like to see us focus on
t hat .

Anot her category of things we don't ordinarily think about
I's the young nen, 18 to 35, who have been in custody in the
crimnal justice system and cannot break out of the nold
that we have fit themin. They can't get a job, they can't
get self-respect, and I think they may be many of the
perpetrators. And it all ties in to so nany other areas.

Finally, how do we change not in terns of violence, but |
am touched at the nunber of people, and | know Donna has
seen the sane thing, because |'ve been with her when people
have cone up and said, "Thank you for show ng ne that wonen
can do sonething." W have got to give young wonmen in
Anerica today nore self-confidence in their ability to be
what they want to be. It is still very, very touching to
get letters of people who don't think they can do it. They
can't grow up to be a | awer, a doctor, teacher, Secretary
of Health & Human Servi ces.
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(Laughter.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You sent it to ne, and that's what
got ne thinking about what the pediatricians had done. What
Dr. Dickie says, they're now cutting across the Anerican
Psychol ogi cal Association, the famly practitioners, and
come out wwth a really effective protocol. And if they
brought in the crimnal justice system which leads to a
final thing, but the drug court we saw, courts created

whi ch refused to and spread too thin so there were adequate
resources for the court and in a way be the case nmnager,
and it was court-trained on howto follow drug cases.

|f we do the sane with what we have always referred to as
dependency courts, but we've got to think of another nane
because nobody understands what dependency neans. Model
abuse and negl ect courts that have sufficient resources to
do an up-front negotiation, sufficient resources to foll ow
t hrough to prevent foster care drift, and long foster care
routines, we can nake a difference. If we do the sane thing
wWith gun courts for kids arrested at 12 and 14 and 15 in
school with guns and have sonebody follow themw th both

t he case managenent and the public heal th conponent
automatically thrown in, | think we can nake a big

di ff erence.

| think America' s courts have becone overwhel ned so they're
becom ng nore than nunbers crunchers. If we can restore
themw th resources and expertise, | think we can be nore
effective.

| just see a young woman going to a health clinic. She may
be 16 or 15, she has a live-in boyfriend, and the doctor
sits dowmn with her, as she first |earns that she's
pregnant, and he starts talking to her. | don't know how
you can neasure that, but you' ve let her conme to believe
that she doesn't have to accept sonmeone hurting her child,
and here is where she can go, and here are sone phone
nunbers she can put up soneplace. Just getting into the
routine, as we now check for helnmets and other things, it
can be done. And it can be done because all of you care so
much. And thank you very, very nuch.
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SECRETARY SHALALA: Thank you, Madam Attorney General.

( Appl ause.)
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