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PROCEEDI NGS

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It is a privilege for nme to be here
today on this very special observance, and I would like to
pause for just a nonent in respect of the nenory of a very
wonder ful person, Joyce Chang, who contributed so much to
the Immgration & Nationalization Service. She was just a
j oyous force anong so many and gave all of us as sense of
can-do, of can-do with a bright smle and a positive
attitude, and we will all renenber her.
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(Pause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you. This year's thene,

Cel ebrating Qur Legacy, calls on us to recognize our conmmon
human spirit. Today's commenoration gives us an opportunity
to honor and reflect on the acconplishnents, the
contributions of past and present, and the dreans that

Aneri cans of Asian/Pacific ancestry have and have nade to
our nati on.

Today, ten mllion Anericans can trace their roots to Asia
and the Pacific islands. The nunber of Asians has al nost
doubl ed since 1980, and according to the 1990 census, by
the mddle of the next century this population will have
grown to five tines its current size.

Qur nation has achieved its greatness through the
contributions and participation of all of its citizens, and
yet, we continue to evolve into a nation of trenendous
ethnic and racial diversity. It is this diversity that has
pl ayed such a significant role in hel ping our nation

mai ntain world | eadership. As we approach the new
mllenniumtogether, let us continually strive to fulfill
the ideals of freedomand equality that originally
attracted so many inmgrants to our country.

Sonme of you have heard a story that | tell of Mam and how
It was becomng a city so diverse with so many wonder f ul

Hi spanics com ng to our shores. There was one little | ady
who was the queen of the condos. She was Jew sh. She had
sonething to say about people who spoke Spani sh, but she
said she'd like to neet a new politician cone to town who
was nmaking a nane for hinself. He was H spanic.

| had themtogether for breakfast at Essens Delicatessen in
North M am Beach. She |ooked up at himlike this, and she
wore fancy hats, and she shook her finger at himand she
said, "You think I"'mprejudiced, but I wll tell you." She
said, "I believe that | wll never ever fear for this

nati on except when it is no longer a nation of inmgrants."

| think what she says has a ot of nerit. Throughout the
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decades, the cherished values and traditions of Asian and
Paci fic Anericans have hel ped strengthen and sustain our
nati on. They have been part of what inmm grants have done
for our nation, and in so many ways our way of |ife has
been positively infused by the diligence and the

determ nati on of these brave new Anericans. They prevailed
over hardshi ps, they prevail ed over prejudice, they've
prevai |l ed and have made such an extraordinary contributi on.

They' ve done so nuch in the Departnent of Justice. Byron
has descri bed what we have done in ternms of inproving
recruitnment, inproving diversity in this departnent, but
we've got a long way to go, and | am dedi cated to doi ng
everything | can and will constantly appreciate your
contributions and suggestions of what we can do for the
future. Wthin the Departnent, we are proud of all the
peopl e. They serve as attorneys, as special agents, as

I nspectors, as conputer analysts, as a person responsible
for doing the five-year terrorismstrategy that has
recei ved such accl aim

But one inmage sticks in ny mind that occurred to ne over
this past year. For the last three or four years, a nenber

of my security detail, a special agent of the F.B.l., has
been a person that | obviously had to be around a great
deal. He then becane the supervisor of the detail. He told

me this story:

Hi s father was Chinese-Anerican living in the North. The
Chi nese restaurants in New Jersey and New York sone years
ago selected himto go to Florida to farm Chi nese
vegetabl es to supply themto the Chinese restaurants in New
York and New Jersey. He cane and worked his fingers to the
bone. He acquired nore property, he was nore successful,
his children were successful, and when the football team
went on the road and the band -- ny supervisor played in
the band -- when they arrived hone |ate at night at two

o' clock in the norning after the road trip, Ms. Chin would
be there with Chinese dinners ready for everybody, honemade
Chi nese di nners.

| wal ked into a roomone night and sonmeone said, "Ch, do
you know Stewart Chin?" And | said, "Yes, he's right
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outside. He's a nenber of ny detail." And she told ne of
the joy that he brought to the people of that nei ghborhood.
Stewart's father died this past year. | went to the funeral

in Florida. It was so touching to see people fromall wal ks
of life: The banker, the farner, the young girl, there to
pay their respects to a man who had hel ped them who had
reached out to young peopl e who needed hel p, who | oaned
peopl e noney, who forgave debts upon occasi ons when it was
j ust.

To me, M. and Ms. Chin represent what Anerica is al

about, and if you had seen that funeral that day, you woul d
understand it in ternms nore el oquent than | can ever
express. Joyce Chang, the Chins, so many people nmake up the
wonderful nosaic of this nation, and we are all the
stronger, the better, and the prouder for it. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
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