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M5. RENO. Thank you, Noell. And thank you all for such a
warm wel cone. But |'mthe one that should be appl audi ng you
for we have conme a |l ong way from Judge Col dstein's snal
courtroom and Judge Klein's conference roomto the
Fount ai nbl eu Hotel and this many peopl e.

It is an exanpl e of what can be done when people care, put
aside turf and cone together to solve problens. It is an
exanpl e of what the courts of this nation can do to nake a
difference and it is so wonderful to see the people of the
Fl ori da Suprene Court, the chief justices and Justice
Ehrlich. You gave us the authority to nove ahead wth drug
courts. Judge Col dstein has been such a | eader. Bennett
Brumer and Hugh Rodham were instrunental in making it work
as public defenders. For the person who now has the job I
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had, who has nmade a maj or contribution, Cathy Rundell. But
there were so many ot her people that nmade a difference. And
then there were people who cane to talk to us to find out
what this drug court is all about. Does it work? And it was
all bipartisan. There weren't Republican and Denocratic
factions. W were all working together to solve a problem
and it began to spread.

One of the first people I nmet was Caire MCaskell who
worked at it froma national perspective. | congratul ate
her. She was el ected Mssouri state auditor. She was a
probl em sol ver and she has succeeded.

One of the second people I nmet was Jeff Tauber and you have
been an absolutely inspired | eader of this effort, and I
congrat ul ate you.

When | think of what has happened in ten years, | just say
It did work. You can nake a difference and you can get

| deas and see themcone to fruition. You can see peoples’

| ives saved. You can see babies born drug free. You can see
peopl e have a new begi nning. You can see crinme go down. And
It Is because of the energy and the comm tnent of the
people in this room and | salute you and say "keep on".

There are now nore than 390 operational drugs courts and
nore than 200 in the planning stages. Even nore amazing is
t he adoption of the drug court phil osophy of treatnent
conbi ned with sanctions and intensive, | call it the good
ol d-fashion carrot and stick, approach to famly, juvenile,
tribal, donmestic violence and nental health courts. And
think it represents a new era for the courts of this
nation. If the courts can control the case, if the courts
can have the resources to give juvenile delingquents a
chance to grow strong in a positive way and i npose changes
t hat nean what they say, and if the courts can be assured
of a reentry programthat gives people an opportunity to
come back to the conmunity with a chance of success, courts
can make such an extraordinary difference. If courts | ook
at it froma problemsolving point of view and a community
point of view rather than just |legal theories, it can
really, truly make a difference, and | think it is a new
era in the crimnal justice system A new era al so because
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we have cone to recognize that the crimnal justice system
In partners with the public health community, can do so
much nore together than either can do apart.

Look at what happened. Mre than 140, 000 i ndi vi dual s have
enrolled in drug courts around the nation and probably for
the first tinme received real supervision, real treatnent,
real initiatives that can nmake a difference in enabling
themto becone clean and sober. Mre than 14 states have
enacted legislation relating to authorizing or funding drug
courts and several nore states are on their way in doing
so. We are truly noving towards institutionalizing drug
courts of this state at the state and local |evel. Qur
communities are benefitting. Mre than 750 babi es have been
born drug free to drug court participants. This is one of
nmy favorite statistics. We have got to expand because there
are too many children still being born ridden with drugs.
More than 3,500 parents were able to regain custody of
their children as a result of their drug court
participation. Mre than 4,500 parents have becone current
In child support paynents as a result of drug court
participation and having had a liaison run by child support
collection efforts. | think that's wonderful.

One of the points that was very clear to us all was that we
must have an eval uation of the drug court to continually,
constantly | ook at how we could inprove it; that we could
never |et our standards be inpaired. Those eval uati ons have
been extraordinarily inportant and today we know nuch nore
about the successful drug courts than we did even | ast

year. Recidivismrates continue to range fromtw to 20.
Recidivismrates fromthe drug court clearinghouse and
Anerican courts are generally well below five percent. W
know from | ast year's Colunbia University National Center
on Addi ction and Substance Abuse Study that drug courts
provi de cl oser, nore conprehensive supervision and nuch
nore frequent drug testing and nonitoring during the
programthan other forns of community supervi sion.

More inportantly, drug use and crimnal behavior are
substantially reduced while offenders are participating in
the drug court. These are concrete results. I'm
occasionally asked: What is the future of these results?
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What is going to happen? Today we are beginning to see nore
communi ties serve serious abusing offenders in nmultiple
points along the way in a drug court systemthat breaks the
cycl e of substance abuse and cri ne.

| believe the drug court concept as it is expanded into

ot her areas can be absolutely instrunental in helping this
nation end the culture of violence that's plagued it for

t oo | ong.

| used to wonder what woul d happen if we started | ooking at
the crime problemin Anrerica froma problem solving point
of view, com ng together in each community, police and
school s, and parks and recreation specialists and business
peopl e and the nedical community. |If we can cone together,

i f we can deal with guns as we have dealt with drugs and
drug courts, if we can deal with the problens of youth who
are unsupervi sed and alone too often in the afternoons and
eveni ngs and none during school hours, if we can cone
together to focus on the serious organi zati ons and take

t hem out and provide sonmething to fill the vacuumthat they
have created, we can truly nake a difference in this
country. We can continue to reduce violence. It has gone
down seven years in a row. It doesn't have to go back up if
we continue what you're about here today.

But it is inperative, if we are to succeed, for drug courts
to reach a broader population and to have an even greater

I npact on all aspects of our community. Despite all of the
successes we have witnessed, we're reaching only a small
fraction of the approximate 800,000 arrests that are nade
for drug possession annually, not to nmention particul ar
drug-rel ated of fenses and probation violations. The drug
court approach can provide the structure to judicially
supervise all cases - adults, famly and juveniles that
cover substance abuse offenders living in the community. W
know it works. Your challenge is to apply the nodel to al

of fenders who can benefit fromit. | think we can nmake t hat
happen.

The Justice Departnent and the governnent, the feds, are
really tickled - pleased is the word. I'melated to be able
to see the increase in federal support for the work that
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you are doing in your comrunity. Conpared to your $11.9
mllion appropriation four years ago, today the
appropriation is $40 mllion. Many of you in the audi ence
recently applied for a drug court grant. It gives ne great
pl easure today to be able to announce over $34 mllion in
drug court grants for this year. Last year the nunber of
successful applications outwei ghed the federal funding
avail able and in an effort to assist communities and
prevent you fromhaving to apply again - in the first nonth
of fiscal year 1999, we have awarded close to $20 mllion
to 70 communities to inplenent or enhance our drug courts.
In addition to that, today we're announcing the award of an
additional $14 mllion in grants. Ei ght conmmunities wll
recei ve assi stance planning a drug court, 47 comunities

w il receive assistance to continue their drug courts, 19
comruni ties recei ve assi stance to enhance their drugs
courts. | have been assured by the drug court program

of ficer that anple copies of the press release and the |ist
of communities that will receive federal funding wll be

di stributed here and are avail able. My congratul ations to

t hose successful comunities.

W can't stop there. It is not noney that's going to nmake
the drug courts the trenendous success it can be, it is
peopl e constantly asking the best of thenselves and their
col | eagues. Constantly trying to figure out how we can do
It better. Constantly trying to maintain the highest
standards of treatnent of professionalism of care, of
concern but renenbering that people are invol ved.

| can still renmenber sitting in the back of the roomtrying
to | ook inconspicuous in the drug court and one norning
Judge Gol dstein would tell the young man that he was

di sappointed. He got nore fierce than that on other

occasi ons, and he would take drastic action. The next tine
| see that young man in the drug court, he had succeeded in
doi ng what was expected of himand the affirmation and the
support and the figurative pat on the back that young nman
got was worth as nuch as treatnment. Drug courts are about
peopl e, about solving their problens. Because of the people
inthis roomfromall over this country, we have shown that
have you approached these problens with people in m nd,
wth their hopes, their fears, their dreanms, their
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failures, their frustrations, and help themrebuild a life.
We can solve their problens and we can solve the nation's
probl ens and make this nation a safer, healther place for

all tolive. | salute you. You are ny heroes and ny
her oi nes.
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