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ATTY GEN. RENG Last nonth the Senate cane together in a
spirit of bipartisanship and passed serious gun |egislation
that will help keep dangerous weapons out of the hands of
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fugitives, felons and of children. At the tinme, | expressed
nmy hope that the House would follow suit. There are a
nunmber of other inportant gun safety neasures that | would
support and the Justice Departnent stands ready to
encourage this country to adopt, but for now, the sensible
neasures in the Senate-passed | egislation deserve to be
enacted into | aw.

This week we had the first glinpse of the House juvenile
justice bill that will be taken up Wednesday. Wile |I'm

pl eased that it contains many prom sing proposals to
address violence in our nation, | was very disappointed to
see that it has underm ned the commobn-sense neasures passed
by the Senate to cl ose the gun show | oophol e.

There are a nunber of problens with the House version of
the gun show bill. Let ne give you two exanples. The Senate
bill defined "gun show' to cover all events where a |arge
nunber of guns are for sale, but the current House bil

wi Il not require background checks at | ots of events where
| arge nunbers of guns are sold, such as flea narkets.

It doesn't matter to crimnals if the event is called a gun
show or a flea market; if they can buy guns w thout a Brady
check, they wll cone.

The Senate bill also extended the current Brady |law to gun
shows. This | aw has worked so well to stop nore than

250, 000 crimnals and other prohibited people from buying
guns, wi thout hurting legitinmte gun purchasers.
Unfortunately, the House bill changes the Brady | aw by
cutting down the tine limt by which | aw enforcenent has to
conpl et e background checks at gun shows.

Cutting the anount of tine won't really benefit | aw abiding
buyers. The vast mpjority, the great majority, are already
able to buy their guns al nost immediately. But the House
bill is sure going to nake it easier for crimnals to buy
guns on weekends, when their state court records are

I naccessi bl e.

Last nonth the American people spoke, and the Senate
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i stened. They heard the Anmerican people say they wanted to
keep guns out of the hands of crimnals and kids, and the

Senate acted to do just that. |'m hopeful that the House
wll also listen to the people of this country and pass a
bill that nmakes all Americans -- and particularly our
children -- safer.

Before | take your question, | would |like to address

anot her issue of concern to ne, one which is currently
before the Senate. Yesterday the Senate Budget Commttee
conpl etely defunded President Cinton's 21st Century
Community Policing Initiative. | don't understand it. Less
than a nonth ago we | earned that crinme had gone down for
the seventh year in arow A factor in that extraordinary
success has been due to dedicated | ocal police departnents
working diligently with their conmmunity to protect their
community and to build trust. W have watched police
departnents across the country transform as they have
adopted comunity-oriented policing principles, supported
by additional officers provided by the COPS program

Just two days ago, at our conference on inproving police-
community relations, |I heard from|aw enforcenent, civi
rights, and community | eaders, who all told ne that

communi ty-oriented policing, done in a way which builds
trust and invol ves the community, has inproved the quality
of policing across Anerica.

W nust continue to do everything in our power to bring the
crime rate down, to build trust and to hel p every person
feel safer in his neighborhood. That, | think, it is
essential that we continue the COPS program | hope the
Senate wll take the opportunity to correct this m stake
before the 2000 budget is finalized.

Q Ms. Reno, sone of the provisions in the House were
apparently witten by NRA | obbyists. Is it tinme for the NRA
to take a l ook at what it's doing and to approach a
reasonable -- or take a reasonabl e approach to this whole

I ssue?

ATTY GEN. RENO Wll, as |'ve said before, | don't think
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even the NRA wants sonebody to have a gun if they don't
know how to safely and lawfully used it and if they've

I ndi cated that they have neither the capacity nor the

Wi llingness to safely and lawfully use it. And | think nost
people in the NRA would support |egislation that would be
directed at that. | think nost people in the NRA if they
were able to express thenselves, would say: Wiy should we
make a difference between a flea market and a gun show? Wy
should we Iimt the tinme that they have to nake a Brady
check because it's a weekend? | think people of good wll
who belong to the NRA and who want to make gun usage safe
are probably in favor of reasonabl e regul ati on.

Q Do you feel that -- you say nost people in the NRA |Is
the NRA | eadership out of touch with the rank and file
menber s?

ATTY GEN. RENO My experience with the NRAis that there
are two factions to it, one who say don't do any

regul ation, because if you do, it wll start you down the
slippery slope, and the others say, yes, reasonable
regul ati on nmakes sense.

Q Ms. Reno, why is it inportant to have the tinme to conduct
a background check -- as | gather, what nmany people are
objecting to in the Senate provision is that for collectors
who want to exchange guns at gun shows, this 72 or nore
background check tinme requirenment would nmuck up their
ability to travel, neet at a gun show, exchange guns and go
hone.

ATTY GEN. RENO As I've indicated in ny statenent, nost of
these legiti mte gun buyers can have the check done al nost
I mredi ately. It's going to be the person who is

probl emati c, who may have a prior arrest but we can't --
the courthouse clerk's files are not open for us to check
to see what the disposition of the arrest was.

QSo it's not that -- in sone states, it's not that there's
nobody on the other end of the phone; it's that if there's
a question, it takes tinme to get to the records.
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ATTY GEN. RENG There's sonebody on the other end of the
phone, and in the case of nost |legitimte gun owners,
there's going to be an i medi ate answer. But | think you' ve
heard ne tal k before about the fact that crim nal records
still are not conplete, in terns of the informati on on
them to indicate what the disposition is, and we've got to
get to the courthouse to be able to do that.

Q And one other question: Wiy is it -- why are gun shows of
such concern to | aw enforcenent ?

ATTY GEN. RENG Gun shows are of consi derabl e concern
because so many guns are bought and sold at these gun
shows. And it provides an escape if you don't go buy it
here -- if you think, "Well, I'mnot going to be able to
buy it here because |I'mnot eligible under Brady, so I'l
go to the gun show and buy it there." And now, with what's

proposed in the House, "Well, | can't buy it at the gun
shop, | can't buy it at the gun show, but I'll go to the
flea market and buy it." And the next thing we know,
they'll have sonmething in lieu of the flea narket.

Q Ms. Reno, what do you say to the NRA's mantra of, you
know, | aw abiding citizens who want to buy guns are being
I nconveni enced and -- for -- you know, for crimnals? Wat
do you say to that argunent?

ATTY GEN. RENO | say that there is nmuch to be said for
maki ng sure that people who buy guns and purchase them --
that they are eligible to purchase them under the | aw. And
it's not much trouble for nost people to have the check

made; alnost, in many -- | think nost of the instances, but
| will ask Myron to give you the figures, if they're
avai l abl e -- the response cones back i mrediately: "Fine. Go

ahead. Buy it."

This country is about bal ancing interests, and nost

Anericans -- the great, great nunber of Anericans -- are
wlling to participate in a process that ensures safety
W thout unduly limting civil |iberties.

Q Ms. Reno, it's nuch easier for nme to buy a Mni-14 than
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it is to get a driver's |icense.

s it tinme to at |east start thinking about registration of
assaul t weapons or pistols?

ATTY GEN. RENG |I'mnot -- | haven't tal ked about
registration. What |'mnost interested in, and |'ve been
tal king about it ever since | first confronted the issue in
Mam , if you have got to get a license, if you' ve got to
take a driving test to show that you can drive an
autonobile, then | think you ought to take a witten and
manual test in the safe and | awful operation of every
weapon that you possess, and that you ought to be able to
denonstrate that you know how to use a weapon |ike you
denonstrate that you know how to safely and lawfully use an
aut onobi | e.

Q Have you directed your staff to begin drawing up a
pr ogr anf

ATTY GEN. RENO No, |'ve been tal king about it and trying
to get people to think about it and trying to get people to
support it.

Q On the other issue of community policing that you
mentioned this norning, if local communities did effective
communi ty policing, why would the federal governnent need
any funding on that issue?

ATTY GEN. RENO What has happened is really exciting. |

t hi nk we've shown that with community policing done right,
Wth other initiatives under way, wth people com ng

toget her to devel op better prevention prograns, such as |
saw in New York City yesterday, that we are maki ng a
difference with respect to crine. W can at this point
declare victory and becone conpl acent and turn our
attention to other issues, and if so, crine is going to
start back up; or we can continue to do what's been proven
successful and nmake a substantial effort to end the culture
of violence in this country. Community policing, | think,
has been a very effective tool, not just at naking

communi ties safer, but building trust and understandi ng
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wi t hi n nei ghborhoods and within cities. It has oftentines
been the glue that brings people back together again. Wy
stop a good thing?

Q The Suprene Court yesterday threw out a Chi cago ordi nance
t hat involved gangs, and | was wondering if -- well, first
of all, what your reaction to that was, and also if the
departnment intends to work with Chicago and other cities to
perhaps recraft ordinance that m ght neet sone of the
standards set out by the Justice Departnent.

ATTY GEN. RENO | just got the opinion on ny desk this
nmorning, and | haven't had a chance to read it to comrent
really in depth on it.

Q May | cone back to guns for a nonent? Is part of the
departnment's concerns about guns used in crinmes -- do they
di sproportionately tend to conme from gun shows? Are gun
shows, where there are no background checks, a big source
of guns used in crine?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't want to cite the figures off the
top of my head. Let ne ask Myron to give you whatever we
can that's accurate and hel pful.

Q Ms. Reno, Chairman Burton has requested to interview
Charlie Trie, John Huang, and sone ot her people. Have you
deci ded how you are going to respond to his subpoena
request and, secondly, concerns that an initial search
warrant or request for a search warrant for Charlie Trie
was stalled, if you could respond to those two questions?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are in the process of working out all
those details and produci ng the docunents and doi ng
everythi ng possible to honor the oversight interests of the
comm ttee.

Q Attorney General, at your Senate confirmation hearings a
little while ago, you promsed to apply the federal death
penalty in a fair and reasoned way, and to try to prevent
di sparate treatnent, particularly as it regards race. Do
you feel |ike you ve kept that prom se?
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ATTY GEN. RENO Wat we have tried to do fromthe begi nning
Is to review everything that we do objectively, to make
sure that race or other inappropriate factor is never
considered. And then we try to review the data afterwards
to see whether there is any disparity that is unexpl ai ned,
based on the appropriate evidence and the | aw.

We have reviewed it. | had sone initial concerns. | asked
Eric Holder, the Deputy Attorney CGeneral, to reviewit. And
he has advised ne that at this point, there does not seem
to be any basis for concluding that there is disparate
treat nent based on race.

But one of ny major concerns is that whenever we seek the
deat h penalty, whenever we nake these decisions, we do it
as thoroughly and as thoughtfully as we possibly can, and
that we continue to review efforts along the way in order
to ensure that justice is being done and that there is no
di sparity based on race or other inappropriate factor.

QEarlier this week you testified in closed session at the
Senate Judiciary Conmttee about the allegations of Chinese
espi onage. But afterwards, the chairnman of the commttee,
Senator Hatch, said that there was still bipartisan
skeptici sm about your expl anations regarding the
application for the FISA warrant in 1997. And Hatch hinself
stated categorically that he believes there was in fact
probabl e cause in 1997. Wat's going on here that you can't
per suade them of your position? Wiy are they so adamant ?

ATTY GEN. RENO You'd have to ask them

Q Well, can you explain a little bit about what's going on
there behind the scenes? Wiy is it that --

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the points that | have nmade with
respect to this matter is that the FI SA application
contains classified informati on that cannot be discussed
and that goes to very sensitive sources. For that reason, |
have not discussed it, except in these closed sessions. At
sone point down the road, it may be possible to do it, and
| would |ike very much to. But you have to ask the people
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t hat have concl uded, as they have, why they reached those
decisions. | can't speak for them

Q He also said that he believed that you had not previously
shown enough interest or concern about this matter, and he
said that you now understand that this FI SA process is
serious and i nportant and needs your full attention. Do you
accept the description that you did not earlier appreciate
the significance of the process?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think I have the greatest respect for the
chai rman, but he's just sinply wong. | spend an awful | ot
of time on the FI SA process. W have tried to review it and
make sure that the process is careful, that it's done
accurately, that it's done based on the evidence and the

|l aw. H's conclusion just sinply doesn't square with what
the actual practice has been. And that does not nean,
however, that by giving it attention, | then have to
conclude that every FISA application presented states a
sufficient case of probable cause. | have a duty to enforce
the | aw based on the evidence and the law, and I'mgoing to
continue to try to do that.

Q And finally on that subject, he said he wants to

decl assify and rel ease publicly the transcript of that
hearing earlier this week. Are you going to be able to work
wth himto do that? Is that sonmething you think is doabl e?

ATTY GEN. RENO | told themthat it would be very inportant
that they take extraordinary care to nmake sure that nothing
was decl assified that would reveal sensitive sources or
materials, and | hope that they will take that caution into
account .

Q Can you tell us what the status is, please, of any

di scussions you' re having about the FBI's entry into Kosovo
to help with forensic investigations for war crines trials?
|s that getting any closer?

ATTY GEN. RENO The FBI is prepared to do that, and we w ||
conti nue those di scussi ons.
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QDoes it look like it's going to happen?
ATTY GEN. RENO | would | eave ny answer at that.

Q Ms. Reno, a question about the president's announcenent
earlier this week that federal |aw enforcenent officials
woul d begin gathering data on people stopped to nake sure
-- well, to begin to collect data to get a picture of

whet her there's racial profiling. To what extent do federal
| aw enforcenent officials -- for exanple, those in the
Justice Departnent -- ever stop people? WII this tell us
much about -- isn't the problemnostly a | ocal one?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it is inportant, before we talk
about state and locals, that we tal k about ourselves and
make sure that we're doing things right. And what we're
going to do is to review the sensitive actions taken by
federal | aw enforcenent and nmake sure that we try to
devel op a fair system based on appropriate standards that
will allow us to nmeasure.

Q But who stops people? There really isn't a federal
traffic function |like there is the highway patrol or
police. Border patrol? Custons? | nean, who are these --
who are the federal |aw enforcenment officials that nmake
routine stops?

ATTY GEN. RENO We'Il just have to look at it and see. But
| think it is, again, an effort on the part of the federal
governnment to say we can't go around criticizing other
peopl e wi thout making sure that we're doing it right.

Q Attorney General, if | could just renew a death penalty
guestion. The Legal Tines reported | ast week that better
than two out of three death-eligible cases that have been
brought to you, you' ve declined to prosecute -- excuse ne,
to seek the death penalty.

Does this ratio reflect your personal opposition to the
death penalty? And if not, what does it reflect?

ATTY GEN. RENO It reflects the evidence and the | aw. Not
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every case in which the death penalty may, on its face, be
avail able is avail able under the | aw. The death penalty act
requires that we identify aggravating circunstances,
spelled out in the statute, and mtigating circunstances,
and that we nmake a judgnent whether the death penalty can
be sought based on the | aw, based on whether there are
equal |y cul pabl e def endants. And what we have tried to do
Is to make sure that the law is used in connection and
consistent with legislative intent and with the evi dence.

Q Ms. Reno, what can you tell us about --

ATTY GEN. RENOG There will also be other instances where --
for evidentiary reasons, where the prosecutor feels that it
W Il be necessary to waive the death penalty in order to
ensure a convicti on.

Q1 was just going to change the topic a little bit here.
What can you tell us about the status of the investigation
at Los Al anpbs and whether the investigation goes beyond Wen
Ho Lee, and if so, how far?

ATTY GEN. RENG As | have said on a nunber of occasions, |
can't comrent on pending investigations, because they
really should be conducted in an appropriate way, in order

to make sure that we pursue all |eads and that we don't tip
our hands. So it would not be appropriate for ne to
conment .

Q Ms. Reno, you've also said on a nunber of occasions that
you W sh you coul d speak freely about a variety of topics.
You told us this during the Starr investigation, for

Chi nese espi onage, the whole --

ATTY GEN. RENO You can cone sit on ny front porch in 20
years and we can talk about it all -- (chuckles) --

(Soft | aughter.)
Q Are you going to wite a book once you're out of office?

And if you are, is it going to be dynamte? (Laughter.)
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ATTY GEN. RENO | haven't thought about what |'mgoing to
do when | | eave office, except to say that |'"'mgoing to
first of all sail off to the Caribbean in ny brother's
boat. And then when |'ve been gone | ong enough so that
people won't generally recognize nme, |'mgoing to cone back
and get in ny truck and explore the country.

Q So you aren't going to take a laptop wth you --
(laughter) -- and start the first few chapters or --

ATTY GEN. RENO If I'mgoing to really enjoy this truck
trip, I"'mgoing to | eave the | aptop hone!

Q Ms. Reno, Eric Holder said at this police conference that
there was going to be a review of the use of force policy
in the federal governnent. Wiy is that necessary, and what
formw Il that process take?

ATTY GEN. RENO We are in conversation now about that. But
one of the things that | have learned is that you sonetines
get a policy in place and then nobody goes back, because
they've put so nmuch time and attention into devel oping the
policy and they think it works, they don't go back and | ook
at it to see howit has worked once you've put it into
place. And | think it's inportant in those instances to
continually, where it goes to issues so critical as whether
force is justified or not, that we reviewit, and | think
it would be hel pful to us.

Q Ms. Reno, in terns of the conference earlier this week,
how do you bridge the gap between the perceptions of sone
in the mnority community that police are biased in the way
that they deal with African Americans and other mnority

gr oups?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | think one of the first things that we do
Is for us totry to identify what is perception, because we
have got to deal with that, and what is fact. And where
fact occurs, we have got to take steps to hold people
accountable. But we've got to nmake clear what we're hol di ng
t hem accountabl e for, and the standards have got to be
careful ly spelled out.
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But beyond that, | think it's inportant -- in those
communities where | think trust exists, it exists because a
police officer has expl ai ned why he stopped sonebody

I nstead of com ng up and saying, "Let nme see your |icense.
Well, all right, you can go on." And sayi ng nothing nore
of , "Look, | stopped you because, and this is the reason,
and |'msorry to have bothered you, and you can go on." A
police officer who expl ains why he's done sonet hing and
does it courteously oftentinmes solves a |ot of the

pr obl ens.

But | think -- and | heard it yesterday in Brooklyn as |
visited a remarkable initiative by the Pfizer Chem cal
Conpany that had chosen to remain in the inner city, had
made a conmmitnent to that comunity, and now enpl oyed sone,
| think, 1,200 people on an around the clock basis. They
had taken one of their facilities and nmade it available for
t he establishnent of a public school, to which two peopl e,
the Riches (sp), had nade a major contribution. It was one
of the best schools | have seen in a |long tine.

The kids were so interesting and excited. They had

wonder ful questions. But they were also in the process,
they had worked with others to ensure the devel opnent of

m ddl e-i ncone and | owi ncone housing, oftentines Pfizer not
participating dollar-wse but participating in terns of
initiatives with the state interest and others. They were
working to establish a supermarket across the street that
woul d enpl oy additional people.

The police officers were there, and they were obviously

hi ghly respected in that community. And | w sh people could
have seen it. But it is because they went to the community,
they were known there. It was not just a program where you
go off and participate with an officer's initiative on a
Saturday afternoon; it was a program where the officer was
I n the nei ghborhood, they knew him they knew hi m wel
enough to call himby nane, they | ooked forward to seeing
him And that officer was building the trust that can nake
such a difference. That's comunity policing at its best.
But we've got to do nore outreach |ike that.
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And we've got to -- | summed it up the other day at the
conference. W've got to | ook beyond what we | abel people
as. We've got to renenber that -- you take two people, two

hypot heti cal people, one a 24-year old police officer who's
a year out of the Acadeny, he's by hinself in a crowded
situation late at night, crowds are begi nning to gather.
He's scared, but he wants to do the right thing. He got
into policing because he was interested in public service.
The m nister who cones out of the crowd and stands beside
hi m and says, "Here, this is the way we can work through
this"; and the civil rights | eader who cones and stands on
the other side and says, "Here, let's talk it out, and
here's how we do it," can nmake such a difference. And on
the other hand, the 24-year old mnority who has been in
troubl e but who has al ways had dreans and aspirations of
being a great |awer, of contributing, of making a
difference. He can't get a job now He's 24 years old. He's
scared. He wants to get off on the right foot. He wants to
get his whole life with respect to drugs behind him but he
keeps havi ng door after door cl osed because nobody wants to
hi re hi m because he's been in trouble before.

We can help a |l ot by | ooking behind that |abel of the ex-
fel on and doi ng what we can to bring that young nman back
into a positive future.

We've just got to |l ook at people and realize -- and sone
people may say |'m-- got rose-colored glasses, but | think
nost people in this country want to nake a difference; they
want to contribute. There are sone bad people, and we've
got to go after them There are other people that need our
hel p, and we've got to devel op prevention prograns to get
themoff on the right foot. But if we | ook behind the
person and see his spirit, his soul, his intelligence, his
heart, his caring, we're going to do a ot nore to bring
this country together.

Q Thank you, Ms. Reno.
Q Thank you very nuch.

ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.
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