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ATTY. GEN. RENO Good norni ng.
Q Good nor ni ng.

Q Ms. Reno, sone nonths ago Judge Starr referred an inquiry
to you that |eaks fromhis office, nunber one, that -- this
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was a very public referral. Nunber one, is that inquiry
finished? And nunber two, will you nake the results of that
I nquiry public before the end of the Starr investigation?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | can't comrent because it is pending.

Q Are all these matters going to be pending until the end
of the Starr investigation?

ATTY. GEN. RENO That depends on what conmes of each one.

Q So there is sone possibility that we'll have sonething
before it all --

ATTY. CGEN. RENO. As | have said on previous occasions, you
cannot suggest what the timng is going to be. | used to
suggest at hone, "Ch, we'll get it done in tw nonths," and
t hen sonething would cone up in the course of the

I nvestigation that would give us a new avenue that we had
to pursue. So |'ve determned that it's the better part of
val or not to specul ate.

Q Are you planning a big party for next week's dem se of
the IC | aw?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Frankly, I'mgoing out to the U S
attorneys conference and then |"'mgoing to go cel ebrate ny
aunt's 80th birthday.

Q Oh!

Q Ms. Reno, does the adm nistration take a position on the
fl ag- burni ng anendnent -- whether we should have a fl ag-
burni ng anendnent? And what is the Justice Departnent's

Vi ew?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Qur position is that the -- burning the
flag is not a good thing to do, but we should not tanper
wth the First Amendnent for the first time in history.

Q Do you have any idea how many federal -- or, sorry -- how
many potential flag-burning cases there are? How often do

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/june2499.htm (2 of 14) [5/11/2009 10:20:43 AM]



06-24-99: WEEKLY MEDIA BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO

people burn flag -- is this a big problenf

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't think people burn flags -- our
flag -- very often. It is -- | nmean, that flag out there is
just beautiful. The deputy has a better vantage point,
because out his windowit really just flies totally
unfurled and it is a remarkable synbol for this nation,
that this nation is strong. And it's based in so many ways
on the Bill of Rights and it has -- the Bill of R ghts as
we have known them have | asted for the duration of this
country's history, and | think they have served us well.

Q Ms. Reno, there's legislation pending in the House that
Is aimed at curbing alleged abuses by the federal

governnment in terns of seizing assets of persons associ at ed
Wi th drug snmuggling. What's the Departnent position on
that? And are there too many abuses?

ATTY. GEN. RENO When we took office, there were concerns
rai sed about the use of asset forfeiture | aws and the
sei zure of assets.

W worked with nmenbers of Congress to draft |egislation; we
worked with the |aw enforcenent comrunity to draft

| egi sl ation that recognized that civil forfeiture is an

i nportant tool for |aw enforcenent -- it dates back many
years, | think till -- to about 1792 -- that there had been
abuses, and that they needed to be corrected.

The two versions, the Departnment of Justice's version and
the Hyde H R 1658, both place the burden of proof on the
government. Both provide for an innocent owner defense. The
di stinctions are that wwth respect to the burden of proof,
in 1658 it's clear and convinci ng evidence. That is not the
usual standard used in civil proceedings, and that's not
the usual standard used in a noney-| aundering case agai nst
a bank, or other civil proceedings. That standard is a very
hi gh standard used in very specialized cases, and we don't
think that the distinction should be nmade. So ours is by a
preponderance of the evidence, which is the usual standard
used in civil cases, and we don't think that the crimnals
shoul d have a hi gher standard.
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The other -- one of the other significant differences
between the two versions is that if sonmeone inherits the
property of a crimnal, under 1658 the statute provides
that they are an innocent owner, and we cannot seize the
property fromthem And we -- although we provide for the

I nnocent owner defense, we do not extend it to the heirs of
soneone who got their property by crimnal neans.

Q Ms. Reno, what would be wong -- one of the key
criticisnms of asset forfeiture is that the governnent can
nove agai nst assets before the owner is convicted. Wat
woul d be wong with a rule that says you can't seize
soneone's assets until they've been convicted of a crine?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think we can fashion that. And what |1'd
like to do is nmake sure that -- so that we go through it in
detail, that | ask Myron to give you the details after
we're through here, so that it is very clear.

Q Ms. Reno, regarding the Iraqgi dissidents that are going
to be rel eased today, do they still pose a threat to U. S.
national security interests? And do we know where they're
going to go next?

ATTY GEN. RENG | won't conmment until we can appropriately
do so. And I'Il ask Myron to nake what ever statenent
avail able to you at the tine.

Q Ms. Reno, on gun control |egislation, you may have had
heard M. DelLay's remarks, a few days ago, where he
suggest ed that the background-check issue could be resol ved
in sone way if the FBI would work weekends.

| was wondering what you thought of those remarks, if you
did hear then? And is there any basis to the idea that they
seemto be suggesting that there is a sl owdown over the
weekend period in background checks? |Is there sone down
tinme, a basis for his remarks?

ATTY GEN. RENO Here is the problem And I don't think he
qui t e understands how the procedure works. And | think it
I's inportant for everyone to understand.
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The FBI is not the cause of the concern about weekends
because it can respond. Wat is the cause of concern is, as
| have said on a nunber of occasions, the crimnal history
records of many states are not conplete. If you pick up the
rap sheet of a person, you'll see in sone instances, a
conplete rap sheet. In other words, there is a charge,
there is a disposition; either a conviction, an acquittal

or di sm ssal.

But in many instances, you will pick up a rap sheet or a
prior crimnal history, and you'll see that there was a
charge for arned robbery in 1993 but no disposition of the
case. You then have got to go back to the courthouse, to
the clerk's office to the records, to find out what
happened to that case. And it is the courthouses of the
country that are not open on the weekends, that cause the
probl em

Q Ms. Reno, can you give us any update on the manhunt for
Raf ael Resendez-Ramirez; where it is focused now, how many
agents are involved in this?

ATTY GEN. RENO oviously, | don't want to give any | eads
as to howthey are doing it except to say that, as |
understand it, sonme 200 agents, state and | ocal | aw
enforcenent officers, are involved in this effort. And we
are going to continue to do everything that we can.

Q Do you have any information about where he m ght be
headed? |Is the search focused on any specific regions,
ot her than just along the tracks?

ATTY GEN. RENO Again, | amnot going to comment. Any
comrent |ike that should be nade by the agencies thensel ves
in terns of conment that could help in terns of the

appr ehensi on.

Q About the last tine we saw you, you were nmaking a plea on
the gun issue, which hours |later becane sort of history,
when the House defeated everything. Wat is your thinking
now about what the governnent can or should do, if
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anything, to try to bring about sone of these changes that
you were seeking?

ATTY GEN. RENO | hope that people will cone together and,

I n conference on the juvenile justice bill or otherw se,
see if we can't draw fromthe Senate bill the good

provi sions and fashi on sonet hing that nobody should really
object to, whichis, if | gointo a federally |icensed
firearm deal er's shop today, he's got to do a check to nmake
sure that | amlawfully entitled to possess or purchase a
gun. If | go to a gun show today, if a federally |icensed
firearmdealer is there, he has got to do the check, but
the person who's not the deal er doesn't.

All we're trying to do is to nake sure that crimnals don't
get guns. And that seens to ne to be sonething that
everybody shoul d accept.

Q So when there's a juvenile justice conference, you're
still hopeful that sonme gun control neasures will conme out
of that, even sonething on gun shows?

ATTY GEN. RENO |'m hopeful that we can really -- everyone
can work together, that we can hear the nessages that |I'm
hearing from Ameri ca when | go out there and tal k about
this issue, and that we can conme up with sonething that is
based on common sense, and that we get rid of the partisan
political rhetoric that clouds the issue and | ook at the
facts, ook at what the legislation tries to do, and take
sone common-sense steps to keep guns out of the hands of
crimnals.

Q Ms. Reno, there's apparently sone legislation to deny the
departnment funding for any kind of civil action against

t obacco conpani es, including the denial of any noney for
expert witnesses. Can you still sue w thout those extra
funds? And where does that stand?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are, again, working with Congress to

address these issues. And | think it is very inportant that
when there is a cause of action for the recovery of nonies
that the taxpayers of this nation have spent, and if there
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Is a basis for it, that the governnment proceed to protect
the interests of the taxpayers.

Q Ms. Reno, recently Juan Antoni o Samaranch of the
International Aynpic Commttee suggested that his
col | eagues on the 1 OC were hesitant about comng to the U.
S. for various neetings for fear of being questioned by the
FBI. Do you have any sense of whether or not they are not
cooperating with you in this investigation? And what's the
status of that investigation right now?

Can you -- do you have any sense of whether or not they
have -- they are not cooperating with you in this

I nvestigation? And what's the status of that investigation
ri ght now?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comrent, except to ask Myron to
make any statenent that woul d be appropriate after we
reviewit.

Q Can we ask about some other old business? Is the -- are

t he negotiations going well between the Justice Depart nment
and the Zapruder famly on trying to find the val ue of what
t he governnment shoul d pay the Zapruders for the filn®

ATTY GEN. RENO You always give ne history | essons. |
t hought this was current events. (Laughter.) Let ne ask --

Q wWell, you could nmake it very current! (Laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO Let nme ask Myron to give you a report, so
we're accurate.

Q Ckay, I'Il play that gane. (Chuckles.)

What about the review of the King assassination?

ATTY GEN. RENO That is pending.

Q Any idea when or if it'll ever finish? Have you received

any reports, any interimreports?

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/june2499.htm (7 of 14) [5/11/2009 10:20:44 AM]



06-24-99: WEEKLY MEDIA BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO

ATTY GEN. RENO | receive reports -- again, we just want to
make sure that what we do is thorough.

Q Ms. Reno, do you believe that there are transshi pnents of
| arge quantities of cocai ne com ng through Cuba into the
United States? And does Cuba belong on the list of
countries that are indeed exporting drugs to the United

St ates?

ATTY GEN. RENO | woul d not comment.

Q Ms. Reno, there are sone in the House concerned that
Mexi co is not cooperating wth extradition. Any thoughts on
t hat ?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | understand, the concern specifically
yesterday was raised with respect to the Del Toro case,
which is a very tragic case. That is in the Mexican courts
now, and the Mexican governnent has taken steps to see that
he i s extradited.

Soneti mes when cases are in the courts in this country,
they take a |l ot |onger than we'd like. And | think we've
got to recognize that there are judicial proceedi ngs under
way that we'd like to have nove nuch faster, but that there
are circunstances that the Mexican governnent, as we in the
sanme situation, would not be able to control while it is
pending in the court.

But we -- when | was in Mexico for the binational
comm ssion, we raised this issue. This is of grave concern
to us. | know when | served as a |local prosecutor, it was

very frustrating when you could not imedi ately effect
extradition.

And we are going to continue to do everything that we can
to ensure the appropriate extradition.

Q Ms. Reno, the departnent has had a policy of not taking
actions before an election, that would influence that

el ection. Now, there is at least a slimpossibility at the
nmonment that the independent counsel's office wll call the
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first lady as a witness for the Webb Hubbell trial this
fall. Is that in keeping wwth |ong-term departnent policy?

ATTY GEN. RENG | would not comment. As you know, | have
tried not to conment on the actions of the independent
counsel in order to ensure the independence of the office.

Q Have you had any di scussions with Ken Starr about taking
over any portions of his investigation? Has he approached
t he departnent about that?

ATTY GEN. RENO The only discussion | can renenber having
Is after one of ny hearings this past spring. He commented
to me that he had noted ny statenents at the hearing.

Q (Laughs.) Well, which particular statenents are we
t al ki ng about ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amtrying to renenber exactly what the

I ssue was. | just wanted to make sure that | answered your
question as carefully as | could. (Laughter.) But | think
it was with respect to ny statenents about what we woul d
seek to do if the Independent Counsel Act was not

reaut hori zed.

Q So when he said he noted your statenents, did he note
them wi th approval, dismy?

ATTY GEN. RENG 1'd let you ask him
Q So the discussions have been only very general ?
ATTY GEN. RENO Very general .

Q Well, what do you think of Senator Thonpson's idea for
sort of nenorializing the special -counsel procedure in the
Justice Departnent but giving Congress oversight for
requiring you to submt a plan to themas to how you would
do that?

ATTY GEN. RENO W want to work with everybody to cone up
W th sonething that addresses the concerns that have been
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raised. If you start back, in terns of Congress saying you
can or can't do this, you get into again sonme of the issues
that we faced. But | think, based on the statenents that
have been nmade by Senat or Thonpson and others, that we can
wor k t hrough these issues.

W have spent the last three nonths drafting regul ations
that try to address the issues. W have taken gui dance in
many i nstances fromthe Dole-Mtchell report. W w |
continue to try to work with Congress -- and to consult
with Congress to nake sure that we conme up with sonething
that is appropriate.

Q But woul d you oppose his proposal if it included the
provi sion for giving Congress oversight of that --

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think we just need to work wi th Senat or
Thonpson and consult with himand see just what we cone up
wi t h.

Q Well, do you oppose the idea of |egislation instead of
just your own regs?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Again, | think we should discuss it.

Q Ms. Reno, | take it the Departnent's position is still
that the |law should not be reauthorized, the independent
counsel law. Can you give us generic overview of how the
Departnent thinks life should be after June 30th in terns
of these kinds of actions?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Basically, | think the attorney general
gets held responsible for it one way or the other, and so
the responsibility should lie with the attorney general.
The attorney general should have the basic responsibility
for determ ni ng when a speci al counsel should be appointed,
the scope of the jurisdiction of the special counsel, and
shoul d be responsible for renoving the special counsel if
there is reason to do so. And she or he, if they do wong,
shoul d answer and have to answer the questions concerning
it.
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Q WIIl your regulation state that the special counsel can
only be renoved for good cause, or would it be nore like
your renoval of any enpl oyee nowadays?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W are working through these issues.

Q WIIl your regulations be ready to go on July 1st? Sounds
like you're still working on it.

ATTY. GEN. RENO W always work on -- There is one thing
about governnent; you always work down to the deadline. One
of the points that | want to do, |I want to pursue, is |

want to pursue consultations with Congress. W expect our
regs to be ready to go on July 1st, but we do want to nake
sure that we consult and that we have the benefit of the

| atest thinking on the part of those that have been
Involved in this effort.

Q WIIl you have a mechanismfor making those public?

ATTY. GEN. RENO If they're not public, they're not nuch
good as regs. (Laughter.)

Q Do they have to be published in the Federal Register and
all that?

ATTY. GEN. RENO I'l ask Myron to Il et you know what has to
be done.

Q As for Senator Thonpson's proposal, wouldn't you have the
sane constitutional problemw th |egislative oversight that
you had with judicial oversight? They have an executive
counsel, or an executive investigator.

ATTY. GEN. RENO We will work through all those issues.

Q Ms. Reno, may | ask about the guns for a nonent.

ATTY. CGEN. RENO You can always cone back to anything that
you' d |ike.

Q Thank you very nmuch. (Laughter.) |I'mthinking of the
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Zapruder film-- (laughter). One of the things that's been
said about -- during the gun control debate -- is many on
the H Il say, "W understand the Departnent's desire to
keep guns out of the hands of crimnals,” and then that
seens to divide folks up there on those who believe that no
matter what else is done, it's very inportant to close the
gun show | oophol e.

O hers say that the governnment -- the federal governnent is
m ssing the boat in one key way: another way, in addition
to closing the gun show | oopholes, no nmatter what is done
there, would be to notify local |aw enforcenent officials
whenever soneone with a crimnal background tries to buy a
gun, on the assunption that if they get turned down one

pl ace, they'll go sonmewhere else. There aren't many federal
prosecutions. There aren't nmany federal referrals to | ocal

| aw enf or cenent agenci es when that happens. Is that a

| egitimate conpl ai nt?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant, because the major
purpose is making sure that they don't purchase the weapon.
And | think the best way to do that is to make sure that

t here are background checks.

W are review ng the processes to nake sure we can in an
effective manner pursue any case, either in the state court
systemor in the federal court system that is appropriate.
But the major thrust of this has been to keep people from
purchasing them and | think the best way to do that is to
ensure the background checks.

Q G anted, but would, for exanple, it make any sense to, if
a convicted felon tries to buy a weapon and fails the FBI
background check, sonme way to nodify the conputer so that
it flags that to the -- sends a teletype to the | oca
sheriff's office or whatever? | nean, is that -- does that
make any sense to try to pursue?

ATTY GEN. RENO Let ne explore it.

Q Have you had a chance to review the Suprene Court's ADA
ruling this week?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | haven't had a chance to read it yet.

Q So you have no thoughts or comments to share with us on
it?

ATTY GEN. RENO W th respect to the three issues on those
whose disability can be corrected by nedicine or by gl asses
or sonething like that, | think we're reviewing it to see
just what ultinmate inpact it will have.

Wth respect to the community placenent issue, we're very
gratified by that, and we'll be working with Secretary
Shalala and HHS with regards to maki ng sure that the
governnment does its part.

Q Was -- go ahead, M ke.

Q On the sanme subject, | was going to ask whether you're
review ng the federalismdecision yesterday --

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.
Q-- and its inpact on the enforcenent of the federal |aws?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are review ng that, but we haven't --
we've had | ess of a chance to review that than the other.

Q Ms. Reno, | don't knowif M. Freeh yesterday was asked
this question directly, but wwth the increased, or
continuing, tensions and the firefights that have invol ved
Anerican troops in Kosovo, is nowthe tinme to send in the
forensic teans of the FBlI people? And will they be
protected by U S. troops?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | have concerns anytine agents go in
harm s way, but | think that the FBI has been working with
the mlitary commanders to ensure that appropriate
precautions wll be taken.

Q How s Wn Ho Lee?
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ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know. (Laughter.)
Q Any update on his case?

ATTY. GEN. RENO No, it's still pending.
Thank you very nuch.

Q Thank you. Good day.

END.
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