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Q Here we go.

Q Good nor ni ng.

Q Two fal se al arns.

ATTY GEN. RENO Two fal se al arns?
Q Yes. (Chuckles.)

Q Ms. Reno, the head of the Texas Rangers has nade sone
statenents, which suggest there may be evidence that the
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FBI had sone responsibility for the fire at Waco. Is he
being irresponsible? I's there any evidence that you have
seen that woul d suggest that the FBI had any role in
starting the fire, which killed those people?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have gone over everything, and | know of
no such evi dence.

Q Are you planning on review ng the material that he has or
I n sendi ng sonebody down there?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | have always said is we wll always
revi ew anyt hing and everything to make sure that we exhaust
every lead. But we have reviewed it and reviewed it,
reviewed other reports, and find no evidence of it.

Q Are you aware of the specifics of what he is talking
about ?

ATTY GEN. RENO No. | just heard about it.

Q One of the points he raises is that there is a sort of
endl ess | oop of bureaucratic handing-off. |If sonmebody wants
to look at this material; if you go to the Texas Rangers,
t hey say, according to him people are sent to Justice, and
then they send them back down to him Is anyone allowed to
see this material now? And if so, under whose authority?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | understand it, the FBI is addressing
that now with the Texas Rangers. | just heard about that,
and we'll follow through to nake sure that there is an
appropri ate process.

Q Should there be any access to it now at all by anyone,
given that this federal civil lawsuit is still going on?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant that we set up a
process that is appropriate, that neets the needs of the
litigation that is ongoing, that protects the rights of al
I nvol ved.

Q There is also a fil mnaker who has seen the evidence and
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clains that there are incendiary devices that he found in
t he Evidence Room Do you know anyt hi ng about that?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know of any statenents nade that
sonebody found incendiary devices in the Evidence Room
amaware that there is a fil mmaker who has reached sone
concl usions. But we reviewed those initially; | don't know
of any additional information that he has provided.

Q Wiy was he allowed to | ook at that evidence?

ATTY GEN. RENO My understanding is that, with respect to
the earlier evidence, he |ooked at filns that were
avai l able. I"mnot aware of any additional information that
he has.

Q Ms. Reno, in the congressional hearings, the nenbers of
the panel were allowed to listen, | believe, or see
transcripts of surveillance material which seenmed to

i ndi cate that people inside the conpound were setting those
fires.

ATTY GEN. RENG Well, | think the information is clear that
there were overhears in which they were planning to do this
and then fires were set throughout the conpl ex.

Q WwWell, what's going on here? W have a Dall as busi nessman
who is now directing the Texas Rangers, and he nakes these
statenents that there are flash bang devices apparently
used by the FBI tipped up as evidence around Waco. What's
goi ng on here?

ATTY GEN. RENO |'mnot sure how the Texas Rangers are
structured or who is saying what. Wat | have | earned a
long tinme ago is, find out exactly who is sayi ng what and
pursue it and try to get to what the real facts are. And

we'll continue to do that.

Qls it accurate to say that these -- you' ve heard these
al | egati ons before? You nentioned you'd | ooked into them
bef ore.
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ATTY GEN. RENG |'ve not heard of any allegations that
there were incendiary devices in the evidence room And I,
again, wll review everything, but our practice has been up
to date to review all reports, to consider all allegations,
and to date | have found no basis for concluding that the
FBI was in any way responsi bl e.

Qls it possible that people are m staking tear gas --
spent tear gas canisters for incendiary devices?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the things that one shoul d never do
IS speculate on what it is; we should find out what exactly
the situation is, what soneone saw or didn't see, and then
reach the facts. It is the speculation that causes
sonetinmes the m sinfornmation

Q On anot her topic, Congressman Dan Burton plans to
subpoena all Justice Departnent docunents related to
Charlie Trie and John Huang. He was reacting to a Fox news
report on canpai gn fundraising, particularly --

ATTY GEN. RENO He was reacting to what?

Q To a Fox news report on canpai gn fundrai sing,
particularly that the departnent quashed a subpoena by
prosecutors in California in 1996 in the investigation of
t he Buddhi st tenple fundraising and the noney trail to
Chi na.

Why were prosecutors in California directed not to pursue
t he Buddhi st tenple fundraising?

ATTY GEN. RENG |'mnot sure what Chairman Burton is
referring to, but when | get word fromhim 1'Ill be happy
to check it out and say what | can.

Q Are you aware of any effort by the departnent to stall or
delay in an investigation of the Buddhi st fundraising
tenple by the U S. attorney's office in California?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know what Chairman Burton is
referring to, so | need to first understand what he's
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sayi ng and then pursue it.

Q Ckay. If | can ask a quick followup, there's been a | ot
of criticismabout whether the task force has been
aggressive enough in its investigations. Now there are
conpl aints, even fromwthin the Justice Departnent, that
sone aspects of the canpaign fund-raising investigation are
bei ng shut down too soon, with the guilty pleas and
sentencing -- upcom ng sentencing of Charlie Trie and John
Huang. Sone people within the departnent say there's
political pressure being applied to close these

I nvesti gati ons.

ATTY GEN. RENO |'m not aware of any such statenents from
anyone, but we'll again be happy to check anything out. As
far as |I'mconcerned, |I'mthe person responsible, and |'m
going to pursue everything until the last lead is pursued.

Q Can | ask what happens to the canpai gn fund-raising

I nvestigation overall once Trie and Huang are sentenced,
and whet her there's been any talk within the departnent of
revisiting the i ssue of an independent counsel or a speci al
counsel in the canpaign fundraising for 19967

ATTY GEN. RENO What happens is that the investigation
conti nues and that we pursue every |lead and | eave no stone
unturned. I'mthe one responsible, and I'"'mgoing to try to
do everything | can to see that that happens.

Wth respect to a special counsel, if there is information
devel oped that would justify it, we will certainly consider
it.

Q Ms. Reno, if Chairman Burton proceeds to grant inmunity
to Messrs Trie and Huang, could that interfere with their
cooperation and pleas with the Justice Departnent?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, we want to try to work with the
chai rman and do everything possible to avoid i nmuni zing
them before the pleas are taken and before sentences are
I nposed, so that we ensure that the crimnal process goes
forward and that -- in light of that, we have -- are
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hopeful that the chairman wll furnish us his concerns, so
that we may nake whatever inquiry i s appropriate prior to
doi ng anything that would interfere with the crim nal

I nvestigation.

Q You keep saying you want to see what he's doi ng, you want
to see what he's tal king about. |Is anybody in the
Departnent actually discussing these matters with M.

Burt on?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Well, | haven't heard about this matter
that was just referred to. W have received a nunber of
letters fromhimand we follow up on each letter and try to
do everything we can to furnish information that wll

permt themto pursue their oversight function, while at
the sane tine ensuring an appropriate investigation and
handling of the matters now pending in litigation.

Q Wth respect to the possibility of a federal tobacco

| awsuit, | was just hoping to ask you, Raum Enmanuel, a
former senior aide to the president, has been quoted in the
Wal | Street Journal saying that wthout the Wite House

| obbyi ng, this was not sonething that the Justice

Depart nent woul d have chosen to pursue. |Is there any truth
to that statenent?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W have -- the role of the Justice

Depart nent has been to determ ne whether there is a federal
cause of action, and that's what we've done, and we've done
it based on the law as it exists and the evidence that is
presently avail able. The Wite House has al ways expressed
Its concern about what the federal response should be, but

| would not call it political pressure.

Qwll, and | didn't say that either, and nor did Raum
Emanuel . But the question sinply is, Wuld the Justice
Departnent have taken this matter up had the \Wite House
not expressed interest in you doing so?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Fromthe very beginning | have tried to

consi der what we could do to pursue it. Issues were raised
and | egi slation was proposed to address the issues that
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woul d permt us to go forward. As we have revi ewed the
I nformati on, as we have pursued other theories, we believe
we can proceed.

Q And just one last followup. There's been sone

specul ation that the selection of David Ogden to be nade
the head of the -- the acting head of the Gvil D vision
was based on his support for proceeding with the tobacco
| awsuit and that perhaps sone of the other individuals
under consideration were nore skeptical of a federal
tobacco | awsuit. Can you comrent on that?

ATTY. GEN. RENO No, | think the Wite House would have to
comrent on the reasons for the selection of M. Qgden; but
M. Ogden, having served as ny chief of staff and having
been a | awyer in the Justice Departnent now in the nunber
of roles in which |I've seen himoperate, | think he is
wonderfully qualified for the job, and | think he woul d
make a splendid CGvil Division chief.

Q Ms. Reno, are you satisfied wwth the FBI's handling of
the Yosemite nmurders, specifically that they had told the
public that the likely killers were in custody and that the
public was safe?

ATTY GEN. RENO | understand that the SAC in Sacranento

I ndi cated on Sunday that they are reevaluating the
circunstances that led to the conclusion that others
already in jail on other charges m ght be responsible. And
as in all cases, we |look to see what needs to be done to
ensure that the person responsible is brought to justice
and to see if there are any issues that should be pursued.

Q Qutside of what the SAC may be doing out there, have you
ordered any kind of review, or are you troubled by the turn
of events out there?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the nost difficult issues one faces
In an investigation is, "Wich road do you take?" And it is
I nportant that we try to pursue every | ead possible and
that we learn, in every way that we can, how we can i nprove
efforts for the future, if necessary.
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Q M. Reno, one of the specific concerns in the Yosente
case was the handling by the Crinme Lab of acrylic fiber

evi dence. And there was sonme suggestion or question as to
whet her a m s-analysis of sonme of the fibers |ed

I nvestigators to target the wong suspects, for nonths and
nmonths, prior to the killing of the latest victim

Do you have any concern about whether the reforns a few
years ago have put the Crine Lab back on track or whether
their handling of that case should be revi ewed?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know of any information at this
point to support that, but again all of these issues would
be addressed.

Q Ms. Reno, there was a report in the WAshi ngtoni an
recently that you are noving closer to stepping down in
order to take a position at Florida State University. And |
was just wondering if there is any truth to that, or if you
have any sense of where that report cane fronf

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q There is no truth at all to it?

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Do you have any idea where that cane fron®? (Chuckles.)
ATTY GEN. RENO Lord knows. (Laughter.)

Q (Inaudible) -- by the idea of you being dean at the | aw
school at Florida State University. |Is that an option for

you after 20017

ATTY GEN. RENO. | have never wanted to be dean of a | aw
school . (Laughter.)

Q Do you want to take your 16-chapter |egacy they said you
wer e preparing?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | amtrying to figure that one out.
Yest erday, a nunber of you were asking ne about that. And |
don't know where that cones from

What we are trying to do, in the 15 or so nonths renaining,
I's make sure that we don't | ose nonentum that we continue
to address the issues that are of concern to the Anerican
peopl e: How can we buil d partnershi ps between communities
and the federal governnent in |law enforcenent, in crine
prevention, in making sure that our youth have a chance to
get started in a >fresh and positive way?

What we can do to address the issues of technology in |aw
enforcenent and technology in the hands of the bad guys.
How we can be prepared to deal with the gl obalization of
crime. What can we do to build trust between | aw
enforcenent and communities? There are so many issues that
| want to continue to pursue in every way possible, but
"1l let you-all decide what the legacy is. M, |'mjust
going to try ny best.

Q Are you going to do your pickup tour of the states?

ATTY GEN. RENO No. It has a different order. First of all,
|"mgoing to go sailing with ny brother, so people wll
forget what | | ook like. (Laughter.) And then I'mgoing to
get in the truck and go across the country and stay at the
pl aces that |'ve always wanted to explore and wal k t hrough,
and visit with the people that | wished |I'd had anot her day
to talk with, and just appreciate and experience this
country, because if you' ve lived all your life in one

place, | can tell you that the opportunity to see so many
di fferent people doing so many different things is really
I nspiring.

Q But you don't intend on |eaving before the 15 nonths are
up?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, as I've told you before, | always

take it a day at a tinme, but I know of no reason why |
woul d change. But it's up to others.
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Q Ms. Reno, speaking of | aw enforcenent, the inspector
general report on the COPS program says there never were
100, 000 policenen hired, it's a lower figure and that sort
of thing. Wat is your view about the audit, and about that
nunber specifically?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the audit has sone very hel pful
suggestions. Let ne explain what the situation is with
respect to the 100, 000. As | understand the inspector
general's report, what he says is that there was a prom se
made to get 100, 000 people, police officers, on the streets
by the year 2000. That's not possible because you have
hiring delays, so that an officer who is funded in year one
may not get to the streets till year two or possibly year
three, because of recruiting, hiring, and training tines
necessary for the | ocal police.

I n addition, Congress authorized what we call COPS More
(sp), which was a recognition that many police departnents,
If they were properly automated or utilized technology in a
nore effective manner, could release police officers' tine
and return themto the streets. So there was a system

devel oped that would permt the redeploynent after the
automati on of various >processes or after the hiring of
civilian enployees to replace officers at tasks that they
were as equally well suited for.

When you aut omate sonet hing and when a | arge depart nment
devel ops a conplicated systemof technology, it takes tine
to do it right. And so in sone instances, there has not
been -- these projects have not been conpleted to permt

t he redepl oynent.

W're followng it very closely, nonitoring it very

cl osely. And we have funded over 100,000 cops now. But we
want to nmake sure that that is real funding and the

noni toring process continues to make sure that the cities
are using the noney, that they are pursuing it, that it has
been properly obligated, and that they are using it
consistent with the principles of the grant. That is our
aim and | think we're on target for that.
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But | think the inspector general's report points out sone
factors that we have got to consider with increased
intensity, and | plan to continue to do that.

Q But doesn't the fact that remain that initially we were
told there would be 100, 000 new police officers deployed on
the streets by the year 2000 and now we are heari ng no,

that nmeans they'll only be funded by then?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that there has been | anguage used
that would give that inpression, and | think we have tried
to clarify it, to make sure that there is no

m sappr ehensi on and that peopl e understand that funding
does not nmean "on the streets," because of the tine that's
necessary to recruit and hire and train the person.

Q Ms. Reno, concerning global crime, specifically, Colonbia
and ot her source countries -- narcotics source countries in
South Anerica, Barry McCaffrey, in his visit to Col onbi a,
said that there has been inadequate U. S. attention to what
he called a serious and growi ng energency -- | think he's
tal king specifically about Col onbia and the increased

pl anti ngs and apparently increased supply there.

Do you see it that way? Do you see it the way that Barry
McCaffrey sees it?

ATTY. GEN. RENG | don't know. | haven't heard from Gener al
McCaffrey, so | don't know precisely how he sees it, but

| "' msure that when he has a chance, he will share his views
wth ne as he usually does.

QAIl right then, let ne ask another, sonewhat rel ated
guestion. The U. S. and Cuba are attenpting to coordinate
counter-drug actions, especially with regard to the island
of Cuba. Is that a good thing? Is that sonething you favor,
to have the U S. working wth Cuba?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it's inportant that the National
Security Council address those issues and comment as may be
appropri ate.
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QAIIl right. Wll, while |'ve got you, let ne go one nore.

(Chuckles.) Do you -- can you tell us anything at all about
the -- what caused the shutdown of FBI tours? Is there a
bin Laden-type -- bin Laden threat against the federal

facilities here, especially the FBI buil ding?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't think it would be appropriate for
me to comment. The Bureau can comment in such detail as it
t hi nks appropriate, but | think it is inportant that they
pursue the concerns they have about security and take al
appropri ate precautions.

Q Thank you.

Q Ms. Reno, the | ast couple of weeks there's been

di scussi on around the country about whether it's
appropriate for industries that face crimnal problens to
hel p subsidize or underwite the police departnent efforts
to investigate crinmes against those industries. For
exanple, a lot of high-tech firns on the Wst Coast help
their local police departnents by subsidizing the cost of
equi prent that may be used to investigate the crines, and
so forth

There are apparently federal standards that prevent that
kind of thing, but are there cases -- do you know of cases
where federal investigators get extra equi pnment or noney
fromthe industries that they hel p investigate?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know of any, but let nme point out
to you in terns of equipnent, there may be situations --
and 1'd like to address this and perhaps cone back to you
next week on it, because if you | ook at how the cyberworld
I's organized -- and I'mno expert on it -- but there is an
interrelationship and an interweaving of the public and
private sector.

The information that is being devel oped is being devel oped,
the technol ogy is being devel oped, at a pace that staggers
the imagi nation, as far as | am concer ned.

When industry in the private sector and the public sector
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nmerge, it is going to require a new capacity on the part of
both the public and sector to work together and, in sone
I nstances, to share together the very conpl ex technol ogy
that is too expensive to duplicate, in a sufficient nunber
of instances, to permt everyone to have the best gizno.

And so one of the issues that we are trying to address is
how we can share with state and locals. But | think we are
going to have to address, on a continuing basis, the

question you raise. And if -- | can't renenber whether | am
here next Thursday, but | wll try to address it next

Thur sday.

Q Thank you.

ATTY GEN. RENO (Pause.) Thank you.
Q Thanks, Ms. Reno.
Q Thanks.

END.
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