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M5. RENO. Good norning. | have been working to identify an individual
out si de the Departnent of Justice who could head up the investigation
into the events at Waco, Texas, on April the 19th, 1993. During that
time, | have tried to find soneone wth inpeccabl e credenti al s,
soneone with bipartisan support in Washington who is wi dely regarded
t hr oughout the country, soneone who is independent and soneone who
has the wi sdom and determ nation to do the job the right way. | have
found that person in Senator John Danforth.

Senator Danforth will have the authority to investigate whether any
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gover nnent enpl oyee or agent: one, suppressed information relating to
the events on April the 19th, nmade fal se statenents or m sl eadi ng
statenments concerning those events, used any pyrotechnic or

I ncendi ary devices or engaged in gunfire on that day, and took any
action that started or contributed to the spread of the fire. In
addition, he is authorized to investigate whether there was any

i1l egal use of the arned forces.

More than two weeks ago, | said | wanted to set up an investigation
to find answers and present those answers to the Anerican public. |
bel i eve the system we have agreed upon today w || enabl e Senator
Danforth to do just that. Under the order | have signed today,
Senator Danforth will have the sane authority as that which any
speci al counsel would have under our new special counsel regul ations.
As for any limted role that I would otherw se have in supervising
such an outside inquiry, | have asked Deputy Attorney Ceneral Eric
Hol der to handl e those duties, since he was not involved in any way
wi th Waco. | have spoken wth Director Freeh and he agrees with the
choi ce of Senator Danforth and says he feels it is an excellent

choi ce.

The recent revel ati ons have caused the Anerican people to rai se new
guestions, questions that deserve to be answered. Senator Danforth, |
think, is a person who can find those answers.

Senat or ?

MR, DANFORTH: | think you'll understand that once an investigation
gets going, it's really not appropriate to have a running commentary
on a day-to-day or week-to-week basis as to what's going on in the

i nvestigation, but before it gets started, and it's going to take,
you know, a few days to gear it up, | think it's inportant for ne to
be accessible to the nedia and to the Anerican people to try to nmake
it clear what's going to happen and what this investigation is about
and what it is not about.

|, when | was first approached by the attorney general, nmade it clear
that it is very inportant for this investigation to have definition,
to have sone m ssion statenent of what it is and what it isn't. And
the attorney general's order spells out what it is, and | want to
just summarize it for you so that there is a total understandi ng of
this.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/agwac09999.htm (2 of 18) [5/8/2009 3:12:47 PM]



09-09-99: PRESS CONFERENCE WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET...ENT OF FORMER SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH TO HEAD WACO PROBE

Basi cal |y, when you boil down the half-dozen points that are in the
order, they anpbunt to two big questions that have to be resolved. The
first question is, was there a cover-up? And the second question is,
did federal officials kill people? That's the question of the cause
of the fire, whether there was shooting and so forth. And those are
the two big questions, and those are the questions that we will be
examning in this investigation.

In other words, what we're going to be |looking at is whether there
were bad acts, not whether there was bad judgnent. And | want that
under st ood. Qur country can survive bad judgnent. | take it that
every day for the history of America there's been bad judgnent. But
the thing that really underm nes the integrity of governnent is
whet her there were bad acts, whether there was a cover-up, and

whet her there was governnent and whet her the governnent kill ed
peopl e.

So what we are not going to be |ooking at is whether it was advi sabl e
in the first place for ATF to be concerned about the Branch
Davi di ans, whether it was a good idea or not to stage the raid in
February of 1993, or in April of 1993, for that matter, or the
psychol ogi cal efforts that took place in between.

Those -- | don't mnimze the inportance of those questions at all,
but | don't think that those should be the questions for a speci al
counsel. | think they are questions that Congress can address and the

nmedi a can address and the Anerican people can address, or the
political process can address. But they are really not the subject of
this investigation.

Now anot her point that should be made about the attorney general's
order is at the very end of the order, where it says, "In addition to
the confidential report, the special counsel, to the maxi mnum extent
possi bl e, and consistent with his duties and the law, shall submt to
the attorney general a final report, such interimreports, in the
formthat wll permt public dissem nation.”

The first priority is to get to the facts. And the attorney general
has armed ne with all the authority under the | aw necessary to get to
the facts, including, if necessary, the power to inpanel a grand
jury. That's the first priority, to get to the facts.
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However, it is ny hope and ny intention that the facts that are
di scovered will be nade available to the Anerican people, for that is
very, very inportant.

And as we proceed with the investigation, we have to bear in m nd
that, you know, if we ever get to the grand jury point, obviously
secrecy is in place. And I'mjust telling you the bal ancing act that
we're going to have to go through along the way. Getting the facts --
that's order nunber one, but hopefully in a formthat can be nade
public.

It is clear to ne that the quality of the product of what we hope to
produce is going to be dependent on the quality of the people who
produce it. And it was clear to ne that | needed as a deputy sonebody
who was very, very experienced in prosecutions, in investigations,
and sonebody in whom | could have confidence. And | asked for the
help of Ed Dowd (sp), a person | have known -- he's fromSt. Louis,
and he is a person who is very highly regarded in our comunity and a
very, very experienced prosecutor -- to be the deputy speci al

counsel. And |I'm happy to say that he has accepted that.

Qoviously, this neans that he wll be leaving the U S. attorney's
office. Ho will be in fact joining the lawfirmthat I'"min, Bryan-
Cave (sp), and he will be working on this project wwth ne. And | am

very grateful for that.

Q Senator. Senator, who's going to conduct -- who's going to do the

| egwork? I't's been specul ated that you will not use FBI agents even

t hough, as | understand it, sonme FBlI agents who have no connection to
Waco are available for that |egwork.

MR. DANFORTH: | don't believe that the FBI should be investigating
the FBI, and | think that that's the reason for a special counsel. |
woul d hope, to the maxi mumextent that | can, to use people who are

in the private sector. | think that it is possible and even likely
that we will need sone help from governnent investigators. In that
case, | would hope to go outside the Justice Departnent to the

maxi mum extent that | can.

| can't say that under no circunstance would | call on any hel p at
all fromthe FBI, because | don't know how the course of this wll
proceed. But ny basic thought is that the FBI should not be
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I nvestigating the FBI.
Q How I ong do you expect this investigation to last? (Ilnaudible.)

MR, DANFORTH. No. | don't know how long. | think that it would be a
m stake to set a fixed tine limt. | can tell you that ny goals are
first of all to be absolutely objective, and | go into this with no
preconcei ved i deas whatever. So I'mgoing to be totally, totally
objective. I'"'mgoing to call "emas | see 'em

Secondly, to be thorough, to do all of the work that should be done
to try to bring these questions to an answer.

And finally, to try to be expeditious. The first two priorities are
the priorities. But consistent wwth that, | don't nyself want this to
go on and on. | don't think that serves anybody' purpose.

Q Do you plan on basing yourself in St. Louis at your law firmthen

MR, DANFORTH: Yes.

Q -- and working out of that office?

MR. DANFORTH: Well, | amin St. Louis. Now what the office base is
I's, you know, we haven't gotten that far. But, yeah, I'ma St.

Loui san, and Ed Dowd (sp) is a St. Louisan, and that's where | want
to base it. W will probably have an office in Washi ngton al so, but

l'"'min St. Louis.

Q And do you intend, at least initially, to staff up mainly with
attorneys at Bryan-Cave?

MR. DANFORTH: |I'm not sure at Bryan-Cave, although Ed Dowd (sp) wl|
be going to Bryan-Cave and |'m a partner at Bryan-Cave. And Tom
Schwei k (sp), who will be helping ne, is a person |'ve worked with at
Bryan-Cave, but I"'msure it will go beyond that.

QI just wonder what you neant when you said you' d be starting off
with people mainly fromthe private sector. Do you nean you woul d
hire private investigators, or would you be using only attorneys?
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MR. DANFORTH. No, we haven't started the investigation. The first
thing we have to do is to figure out how we go about this and then
what the personnel needs are in doing that. And | really don't know

t he answer to any of those questions. | know that | would |ike to use
people in the private sector, particularly insofar as the nore
substantive work is concerned. And so that's ny objective. But
exactly how that shakes out, | don't know.

Q How w I | you get witnesses to speak to you? Do you plan on granting
any type of inmunity to then? And how woul d you bal ance that with
possi bl e future crimnal prosecutions of these w tnesses?

MR. DANFORTH. W haven't started doing anything. And |'ve just been
picked, and I'mreally not sure precisely howthis is going to
proceed. | can tell you that, one, we're going to do whatever is
necessary to get to the facts; and two, hopefully, we wll have a
product that can be presented to the American people, and that's
going to have a -- that's going to require a bal ancing act.

Q Do you consider this a crimnal review or an adm nistrative revi ew?
MR. DANFORTH: | don't know.

Q Senat or, how m ght congressional hearings affect your work?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, you know, | spent 18 years of ny life in Congress
and | have the highest regard for Congress as an institution, and |

have many friends in the Congress, and | know they will discharge
their responsibilities as they see fit.

QWIIlI it nmake it nore difficult for you to obtain your objectives if
there are public congressional hearings involving the sane people?

MR. DANFORTH: I'mnot going to try to tell Congress what to do or
what not to do or what | think they should be doing.

QWII you consult with themon their plans?
MR. DANFORTH. Well, I'mcertainly going to consult with them and talk
to themand tell themwhat |, you know, intend to do and what the

outline is, the paraneters, the mssion statenent of this particular
| nvestigation, and ask them if they have any information that they
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t hi nk that we should be pursuing, to please give it to us.
But | amnot going to try to tell themhow to do their business.
Q Ms. Reno?

Q You' ve outlined the scope of your investigation. Have you given
sonme thought to the volunmes of evidence that's out there and how you
are going to get at this, you know, w thout addressing all those

ot her peripheral i1issues? And there have been all these

i nvestigations, nmultiple reports. How do you get at this?

MR. DANFORTH: | think that there is going to be a ot of work in both
i nterview ng people, in review ng various reports that have already
been nade, statenents that had been nmade to various bodi es and that
that's going to be a lot of work. And that is one of the reasons |
think that it's inportant to have definition to what we're doing.

We are not exploring the world. W're not exploring issues of
judgnment. We're really trying to define it as closely as we can to
the two basic questions that |'ve --

Q WII you have access to all the evidence that's been -- that wll
be handed over by the Texas Rangers to Judge Wal ker-Smth (sp)?

MR. DANFORTH:. |'m sure the answer will be yes.
Q Ms. Reno?

Q (I'naudi bl e due to cross talk) -- say they're stepping into the
m ddl e of a situation that's becone so politically sensitive. Any
hesitation, any reluctance on your part to take this job?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, as a friend of mne said, this is not what you
call a good career nove. (Laughter.) And | have -- | got out of
governnment for the reason that | wanted to go hone and | wanted to
really be in the private sector, so this goes against that.

On the other hand, this is really a big thing, and | think that it is
very inportant to try to get answers to questions that are inportant
for the whole integrity of our governnent, so that's how | feel about
it.
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Q Ms. Reno? Ms. Reno, about once every six nonths one of Senator
Danforth's friends on Capitol H Il calls for your resignation.

Yesterday, it was Senator Lott. | amassumng this tinme around, you
are agai n saying "Thank you, but no thank you"?

M5. RENO. | don't say those things to senators. | say, | appreciate
your thoughts, Senator, but | don't run fromcontroversy and | don't
run fromsituations where we need to pursue the matter to get to the
truth and then take whatever steps are appropriate.

Q General Reno, do you think this issue of flares is any cause for
concern?

M5. RENO | think it's inportant that Senator Danforth now conduct
the investigation and do so just as he has outlined he intends to do.

Q Who has the final prosecutorial discretion here? Wuld the deputy

attorney general have to approve any action that you wanted to take?
And also, will you have the ability to question the attorney general
and the FBI director in the probe?

MR. DANFORTH:. Yes. The answer is yes. And the answer is --
Q The answer is yes to which part of the --

MR. DANFORTH: | think to both.

Q Ckay.

Q Senator, are you going to be a full-tinme special counsel, or wll
you practice |law while conducting this investigation?

MR. DANFORTH:. | think this is going to consune a |ot of ny tine, but
|"'mnot sure it's going to consune 100 percent of ny tinme. You know,
| have things that | amdoing in ny honetown, in St. Louis, that |

al so take seriously. But | wll tell youl will take this very, very

seriously. And | will do everything | can to make sure that this is
t horough, that this is -- | knowthat it will be objective. | know
that | call it as | seeit. And | knowthat | wll have a team of

very first-rate people working with ne.
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(Cross talk.)

Q This may be a difficult question for you to answer, but what was
your reaction when you | earned about these |atest revelations from
the FBI about the use of pyrotechnics?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, what | want to do is to apply nyself to the task
at hand, and that is investigating all the evidence that's out there,
doi ng so thoroughly, doing so objectively, and then, hopefully,
reporting publicly on it, without a running comentary. And | think
you've just invited ne to nmake ny first running coment, and |' m not
going to do that.

Q Wll, Senator, is there any authority that you asked for that you
did not receive fromthe attorney general ?

MR. DANFORTH. No. No. No, | made it clear to the attorney general,
first of all, that we needed a deputy who was first-rate, wthin whom
| had confidence, and who had extensive experience in prosecution;
secondly, that we needed a mi ssion statenent that had definition to
it, which | think is what we have; and third, that | have the powers,
I f necessary to use those powers, to find out all the facts. And |I'm
satisfied that | have all of those.

Q Senator, you nentioned --

Q Senator, would you have preferred to have a Denocrat as a co-chair,
as well as a deputy?

MR, DANFORTH: Sorry?

Q Wul d you have preferred to have a Denocratic either forner senator
or sone Denocrat -- prom nent Denocrat -- as a co-chair, as well as a
deputy?

MR. DANFORTH: No.
Q Wiy not? It mght have given a nore bipartisan ook to it.

MR. DANFORTH. Because | think that while | operate on a very

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/agwac09999.htm (9 of 18) [5/8/2009 3:12:47 PM]



09-09-99: PRESS CONFERENCE WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET...ENT OF FORMER SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH TO HEAD WACO PROBE

col l egial basis, that it's very inportant to have deci siveness and to
have deci si on- maki ng.

And | have al ways been inpressed by the coment that, "One bad
general is better than two good ones."

Q And from you experience up on Capitol Hill, your 18 years you

t al ked about, you know the tendency to politicize al nbst every event,
particularly in what has becone an el ection year, even though it
isn't one. What can you say today to your forner colleagues to tell
themto call off the dogs or turn down the heat so that you can do
your | ob?

MR, DANFORTH. Well, | can't tell themthat. | can't tell people who
are in Congress what to do, or people who are in the political world
what to do. And | wouldn't begin to do that. | think that they have
to do their -- you know whatever their thing is as they see it. | can
just say what | intend to do, and what | intend to do is to stick
within the m ssion statenent, be conprehensive, be objective and
hopeful | y be expeditious.

Q Senator, at |east one commttee has already issued subpoenas --
MR, DANFORTH: Mrm hmm

Q-- to interview sone of the sane people that undoubtedly you wl|
want to interview. How are you going to coordinate that with
congressional conmttees?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, I'mgoing to visit with -- hopefully with the
three chairs and three ranking nenbers today and tell themwhat | --
you know, how | see this and what | intend to do, and ask for

what ever information they have. And | do have great confidence in
Congress, and | can't go tell themwhat to do. | can just tell them
what | intend to do.

Q Sir, you characterized this as a big deal. What exactly do you see
at stake here?

MR, DANFORTH. Well, | see at stake the begi nning of the Declaration
of I ndependence, that the point of governnent, the purpose of
government is to protect the life and liberty and the pursuit of
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happi ness of the Anerican people. And if governnent doesn't do that,

I f governnent covers things up, if governnent kills people, if that's
what happened, and | don't prejudge that, then that underm nes what
Jefferson tal ked about as being the very foundati on of governnent.

And | further believe that, as the Declaration of |ndependence says,
that the just powers of governnent are derived fromthe consent of
the people. And it's very inportant to have the consent of the

Ameri can people. And that consent is based on know edge of what
happened.

So | think that ny role is to give the Anerican people know edge of
what happened, and to hope that the Anerican people wll do as | do,
and that is, keep their m nds open about what happened until a full,
factual presentation is nade.

Q Senator, do you hope to get this done by the change of
adm ni strations?

MR, DANFORTH: Sorry?
Q Do you hope to get this done by the change of --

MR. DANFORTH. | am-- as | said earlier, | can't put any tine
paraneters on this. But the change of adm nistrations is a year and a
half fromnow? Well, | certainly hope so. But | don't -- we haven't
put any tinme frame, but that would seema long tine fromnow to ne.

Q Senat or, Congressnman Hyde and ot hers have tal ked about their
concerns that the Justice Departnent woul d sonehow obstruct your

| nvestigation. What do you nake of those concerns? And what
assurances have you gotten over the |ast couple of days that you'l
be given the independence that you need?

MR, DANFORTH. | know I'Il be given the independence, because |

woul dn't have done this without it.

Q Well, how specifically have you been assured of that?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, | have been assured of it. And | have asked that

guestion and |'ve accepted the job on that basis. And | know that we
have sufficient |legal powers to pursue this, and | have no doubt that
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we Wi ll pursue it diligently.

Q Senator, what's your biggest concern going into this as you | ook at
all of the dynam cs surrounding an issue that you've had all the way
back to the Decl arati on of | ndependence? What's your single biggest
concern as you take on this assignnent?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, | nean, what the goal is is to produce sonething
that the Anmerican people can see. So | guess ny biggest concern is

t he bal anci ng act, because we have to get the facts, even if it
entails a grand jury to get the facts; but we also want to present
sonething that, you know, is the basis of the consent of the people.

And so doing that balancing, | think, is going to be a chall enge.
Q Do you feel like you can satisfy all the conspiracy theorists who
are out there? Don't you know t hat whatever you do will be attacked

by sonme sectors?

MR. DANFORTH:. | have never been in a pursuit where you can satisfy
100 percent of the people, but | would hope people would know t hat |
amtrying and that our group is going to try to do a careful job and
that we go into this with no preconceived ideas, and that we w ||
call themas we see them And that's what |I'mgoing to do.

Q Al so, sone people say that the Davidians did commt suicide but
they did so because of the governnent tactics.

Gven that criticism can you look at -- can you fulfill your m ssion
wi t hout | ooking at the entire epi sode?

MR. DANFORTH: | think that it is inportant and the reason for having
this defined mssion is to keep paraneters on what we're doing.

And | think that what you've asked is really an inportant question,
and it's inportant to understand it.

| take it that if, for exanple, ATF had never thought about the
Branch Davi di ans, there wouldn't have been this loss of life. So in a
way, you could say that any decision that was nmade, you know, was a
decision that led up to what eventual |l y happened.

But | amnot going to get into that. I'mnot going to get into
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judgnent calls, even if those judgnents led to the eventual result,

because | think that bad judgnments -- and |'m not saying they were
bad judgnents, |'m not presupposing that at all; | have no opinion of
It -- but whether they were good judgnents or bad judgnents is a

different question than the dark question. And | think ny job is to
answer the dark question or the dark questions. Was there a cover-up?
That's a dark question. Did the governnent kill people? That's -- how
did the fire start? And was there shooting? | nean, those are
guestions that have been raised. Those are questions that go to the
basic integrity of governnment, not judgnent calls.

And | do want to nake it clear in the next few days, while | can
still speak about this, what that distinctionis. |I don't think that
you get a special counsel with subpoena powers to deal w th judgnent
calls. I just don't think so. | think we try to deal with factual
guestions, and did the governnent -- really and ultimately, did the
governnent kill people, and did it -- did the governnent cover things
up, not, you know, what was the chain of events going back to, you
know, sone earlier tinme that |led eventually to a set of circunstances
that led to this.

Q But Senator, wouldn't it be a judgnent call for federal |aw
enforcenent officers to actually fire on -- like, hypothetically, to
open fire on people that were opening fire on then? | nean, you've
said you were going to |look into whether they were shooting.

MR, DANFORTH. That's right.

Q So isn't that a judgnent call as well?
MR, DANFORTH: Sorry?

QIsn't shooting a judgnent call as well --

MR. DANFORTH. You know, in ny own mnd, there is a -- there really is
a clear distinction between what is set out in this order and getting
into -- for exanple, it is said -- and I'm you know -- really all |
know is what | read in the paper -- but it is said that, say,

| oudspeakers were used and so on and so forth. That, to ne, is maybe
an interesting question, but | don't think that's ny question. |

t hi nk nmy question is whether there was shooting, whether there was --
you know, how the fire was started, and whether there was cover-up.
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(Cross tal k.)

Q Senator, you tal ked about before grand-jury secrecy. Wiether this
gets to a grand jury eventually or not, how do you think that you can
avoid the | eaks and the political shenanigans that marred the

Lew nsky investigation, for exanple?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, | don't want to say anything about that, about
t he Lew nsky investigation.

| can just say that my hope is -- (chuckles) -- you know, | nean, |'m
going to pick who works on this and I'mgoing to pick people in whom
| have confidence. But ny hope is that once the investigation begins,
we're not going to have running commentary on the investigation.

Q Senator, what would constitute cover-up, in your mnd? It would
just apply to covering up shootings or whether we killed people, or
who started the fire, or does cover-up apply to instances in which
federal officials testified under oath inaccurately? You know, would
that be -- (off mke)?

MR, DANFORTH. | think cover-up entails false statenents or

wi t hhol ding information or doctoring information that is presented to
peopl e who have the authority to know, and that would incl ude
Congress, it would include informati on presented to anybody at the
Justice Departnent, it would -- any information that was provided to
peopl e who have the right to know.

Q Senator Danforth, how do you feel about the way you're being
portrayed, as the only one -- (inaudible) -- job?

Senat or Kerrey of Nebraska has said God bl ess the fact that Senator
Danforth is going to do this job. Is this -- do you recogni ze that,
sir?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, | wsh | would have had it in nmy canpaign
comerci als back when I was in politics.

(Laughter.) No, I'"'m-- look, | didn't appoint nyself, so, you know,
"Il just do ny best, but | --

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/agwac09999.htm (14 of 18) [5/8/2009 3:12:47 PM]



09-09-99: PRESS CONFERENCE WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET...ENT OF FORMER SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH TO HEAD WACO PROBE

Q Senator, if part of the reason for your report is to dispel public
doubt, why woul d you contenplate issuing a report, part of which is
confidential? And if the answer is grand jury secrecy, would you
contenpl ate petitioning the court for permssion to rel ease that?

MR. DANFORTH: Yeah. I'mgoing to do everything | can to find out what
the facts are, and whatever tools are necessary, we wll use those
tools to get to the facts. But as we're doing that, we're going to be
very cogni zant of the other goal, and that is to present to the

Anmeri can people what the facts are, and we will do everything we can
to make those two pieces fit.

Q Senator -- (off mke) -- be the first person to be operating under
t hese new speci al counsel regulations, and they call for a |ot of
oversight by the attorney general or, in this case, the deputy
attorney general. The deputy attorney general can, in sone instances,
even veto your choice of who to subpoena and who to charge.

Doesn't that give you any concerns?

MR. DANFORTH. Well, these are all questions that | have asked over
the last few days. And | amsatisfied that | will be able to call
themas | see them and | amsatisfied that that is ny nandate. And
that is the basis under which | took this job, and that is what |I'm
going to do.

Q Senator, are you at |least open to the idea that the agents who were
on the scene April 19th, 1993, honestly believed that the mlitary-
style canisters that they were shooting at that outside bunker were
not pyrotechnic devices? In other words, you're tal king about
semanti cs here. These are devices neant to insert tear gas through
relatively heavy structures or heavy whatever. Are you open to the

| dea that people did behave honorably here and that there was no
cover-up, and that what is being called a pyrotechnic device in 1999
was not being called a pyrotechnic device in 19937

MR. DANFORTH: The question is, am| open to anything? And the answer
to that question is yes. | cone into this with no preconceived i deas.
| cone into this with a totally open mnd. And | cone into this with
the notion that the chips should fall where they may. And that's
what's going to happen.
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Q Ms. Reno, when the senator tal ks, as he has repeatedly today, about
determ ni ng whet her the governnent killed people, fairly broad, bl unt
| anguage, do you agree with that assessnent of his m ssion,
determ ni ng whet her the governnent killed people?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will let himspeak of his m ssion.

Q Ms. Reno, can you explain a little bit to us about why you deci ded
to recuse yourself?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant that this be an i ndependent
| nvestigation. Under -- Deputy Secretary Holder did not have any

i nvol verent in Waco. | will, obviously, be a witness. And | think

it's inportant that it be conducted w thout influence of those who
have been invol ved.

Q Ms. Reno, do you still feel that the use of these canisters did not
cause the fire? I mean, you've said that before.

ATTY GEN. RENO | have no information at this tine that indicates
they caused the fire, but | think it's going to be very inportant for
the senator to pursue this issue on a new slate and do it, as he
said, with an open m nd.

Q Ms. Reno, the Justice Departnent's chall enging the handi ng over of
a very broad range of evidence to the court in Texas. In this new
spirit of openness, do you plan to change that at all?

WIIl you continue to fight that order?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are review ng the order, and we will obviously
make appropriate determ nations. And we would, | think, want to
consult Senator Danforth. But his deputy will be doing that.

Q So you w Il ask Senator Danforth about his opinion on that | egal
| ssue?
ATTY GEN. RENO | will let the deputy handl e that.

Q Can I ask a question on another subject, please? On the
| nvestigation of the case of the Bank of New York, there were wire
reports this norning that a group of Russian | aw enforcenent agents
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or experts are com ng next Monday to Washington, to take part
together with their Anmerican colleagues in this investigation. So
what do you expect fromtheir visit, fromtheir efforts? And have you
got any kind of assurance fromthe Russian side that they will be
really fully cooperating on that case?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will not comment on a pending investigation.
Q I'"m asking a question about the upcomng visit.

Q Ms Reno?

ATTY CGEN. RENO. Yes?

Q On the FALN, there are those who argue agai nst clenency on grounds
that the reason that these people didn't nurder or commt bodily harm
was because the FBlI interdicted what they were going to do. How do
you feel about this?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comment on the clenency nmatter. That
woul d be an -- appropriate for the Wiite House to do.

QIf I could go back to Waco and this question of independence, M.
Reno, for you, the deputy attorney general -- you are his boss. Is
there ever a point at which the Justice Departnent as a whol e needs
to recuse itself and Senator Danforth would have full discretion?

ATTY GEN. RENO When the attorney general recuses thenselves --
theirself, herself, hinself -- then M. Holder is the boss with
respect to that matter.

Q Ms. Reno, you and M. Danforth spent several hours discussing this.
VWhat were sone of the hang-ups in the negotiation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think that there were any hang-ups in the
negotiations. But | would | et the senator speak to that. \Wat we did
was di scuss and try to identify any issue that m ght arise and
resolve it before it arose.

Q Ms. Reno, wll the Justice Departnment turn over the docunents on
the cl enmency deal for the FALN that the Senate Judiciary Commttee
requested | ast week?
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ATTY GEN. RENO W're reviewing the lawin that matter, and we w |
be maki ng an appropriate decision.

STAFF. One | ast question.
Q M. Dowd (sp), are you going to be working full-tine, or --

ED DOAD (sp) (deputy special counsel): Yes, I'll be working full-
time. (Soft |aughter.)

Q Thank you.
ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you very nuch.
Q Thank you.

END.
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