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SPEECH OF ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO
MARCH OF DI MES LEADERSHI P CONFERENCE
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Arlington, Virginia

Cct ober 29, 1999

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you very, very nuch. Sonebody thanked ne
for comng today. | said, no, | thank you for letting ne be here. |
salute you all, the people who care, who vol unteer, nmake such a
difference in this nation. And the work of the March of Dines is so
incredibly inportant. In 1945, '46, and '47, | was a little girl in
el ementary school, and we had the paper drive that | always worked
in. But | never quite understood what the paper was going to do for
the war effort.

| bought savings bonds with the noney | earned around the house, but
| never quite understood the translation of it. But | understood what
the March of Dines did wwth nmy dines that | stuck in the envel ope,
and of all the efforts that | have ever undertaken in public service,
t hat was probably the first one and the one | will renenber nost
vividly and understand the reason why people care. So to all of you,
| sal ute you.

| cone here today to suggest that we forma strong and | asting
alliance, an alliance that can do so nmuch because it is people

toget her rather than the pieces that we sonetines create by the | aw
functioning inits own world, public health in another world,
education in another world. Let us cone together and re-weave the
fabric of community around our children and their famlies who are at
risk. And let us, through | aw and nedi ci ne and public health joining
together, use a rare nonent in our history.

Crinme is now down seven years in a row. Anerica tends to becone
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conpl acent and say there are other problens now, but we've shown we
can work together and bring it down. Let us not becone conpl acent.
Let us continue our efforts, link our arnms together, and through
prevention through public health initiatives with the crim nal
justice systemacting as a good stick, as part of the carrot, |let us
continue to bring crinme down until we elimnate the culture of
violence in this country.

It's going to have to be based on cross-disciplinary efforts. It's
going to have to be based at a national |evel and at a community

| evel . But community is so inportant because | now have had the
chance to see so many wonderful communities across this country, and
each one is different. Each one has different needs and resources,
different |aws, and they don't need Washington telling them how to do
it. Washington's good at perhaps suggesting, they say, but let us
forma partnership wwth communities and people |ike you who care, and
| et us make a difference.

Let us make sure that we do not cut corners on our kids. Let us make
sure that we involve our young people in what we do: that eight-year
old collecting dinmes for her book, that feeling of success when she'd
finished collecting her dines and turned in the book. There are so
many children, there are so many young people, there are so nany 17
year-ol ds out there who want to collect the dinmes for children in the
figurative ways of advocacy of help, of support, of collection of
noney. Let us harness that power of youth as the March of Di nes | ong
ago harnessed the power of youth at the end of the war to nake a

di ff erence.

Now you say, "You tal k good, but what have you produced? You' ve got
to sell people. They say you sound nore |ike a social worker than an
attorney general." But when you point out to sonebody that you can
save noney by the investnent of one dollar in prenatal care, if you
poi nt out the dollars you can save by investing in early chil dhood
devel opnent, in terns of renmedial prograns that you're going to have
to pay for six years fromnow, if we can show the world what we can
save by investing just a little bit in children fromzero to three in
ternms of what we can save and not having to build prisons 18 years
fromnow, people are going to begin to get the nessage.

|'ve been there six and a half years, and they haven't called ne a
soci al worker recently. Maybe | haven't been listening, but at one of
our recent appropriation subcommttee hearings, the chairman of the
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Senate Appropriations Conmttee arrived and used his chairmanship to
ask if he mght ask ne his first question. Hs first question was,
“Madam Attorney General, will you help nme on ny initiative for zero
to three?" And | said | would be delighted.

Now, how can we do this? W already have an exanpl e between us. W
have |inked arns and marched together through an initiative called
Five Goals for Kids. There the Justice Departnent has devel oped an
alliance wth you, the Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces,
United Way of Anerica, the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, and a half
of dozen ot her nonprofit organizations to help hundreds of thousands
of children take advantage of the new Child Health |Insurance Program
or CHP, to enroll in health insurance prograns and get a healthier
start in life.

You have been wonderful |eaders, great partners, and | salute you for
this effort. But one of the problens we seemto run into every now

and then is we get into our own little pig trail, and we go down the
pig trail and wi nd around and know all the rocks and the streans and
everything along that pig trail. But if we knew all the trails and

how t hey cane together and crossed, we'd see new visions and new
vistas and we've got to get our trails crossing, which | think then
nmeans we've got to understand the building blocks of childhood and
not forget any as we pursue our particul ar advocacy, our particular
speci alty.

First of all, I think we've got to nake sure we have strong and

heal thy parents, and I think we can nake a difference in that regard.
But let nme give you sone pieces that you nmay not have thought of. W
now have a great nunber of people in the state and federal prisons of
this nation. Anywhere from 400 to 500,000, nostly males, wll be
returning to their conmunities each year near the next five years.

We can bring them back through reentry prograns in which we or the
others fromthe community have worked with themwhile they' ve been in
prison and bring them back as caring parents, as people who can get a
j ob, as people who have skills, or we can do nothing while they are
in prison and bring them back only to see themstart all over again
inthe life of crine and indifference to their children.

That father brought back the right way can be a trenendous force, and
the Justice Departnent is initiating a programcalled the Reentry
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Programin which we hope we will be able to use courts in certain
exanples and tests to be the carrot, hold out the carrot and stick
and say if you work with us, we'll get you back into the comunity

with a chance of success. If you don't, you're going to find yourself
back in prison.

Let us nmake sure that we learn fromthe wonderful announcenent this
norning on what is reducing teen pregnancy in conmunities across
Anerica and make sure that our parents are old enough, w se enough,
and abl e enough. Let us nake sure that they have the noney to do it.
When you' re advocating in your state capital, when you' re advocating
i n Washington, let's nake sure that child support enforcenent
agencies have the tools to do the job and let's nmake it as inportant
to collect child support as it is to collect incone tax in this
country.

Now, people say, "Janet, don't go into that; you're just going to

mar gi nal i ze yourself." But when I'min the business forum | see the
heads start shaking yes. Let's figure out how we can nmake sure our
parents have tine to spend with their children. If we can send people
to the noon, we ought to devel op workdays that are parent friendly.
|'ve got the suggestion. A parent shift and a golf shift.

(Laughter.)

Parent shift begins at eight o' clock in the norning. Both parents
take their child to school, drop the child off. Both parents finish
the parent shift at about two o'clock in the afternoon, both parents
pick up the child and take them hone and participate with themin
children's activities for the rest of the day. The golfers begin at
11: 00 and therefore, the west coast can do business for a little bit
| onger .

(Laughter.)

But being a parent is the single nost difficult thing | know to do,
far nore difficult than being an attorney general that has to appear
bef ore congressional conmttees or anybody else. It takes hard work,

| ove, intelligence, and an awful |ot of luck, and there are too many
parents today who do not know but would very nuch |like to know how to
tal k, not at their children, but with their children.
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Sone people say, well, we'll develop parenting skills courses. You
think you're going to learn parenting in a course? How can we teach
it inawrldthat is so nobile with extended famlies split and
gone? We've got to focus on this and give our parents the ingredients
t hey need to know when to say no, when to give a pat on the back, and
when to cry out for help because it is sonething beyond their ken.

Let us nmake sure there are parents that are violence-free. Twenty-one
years ago when | becane a prosecutor, nobody was interested in the
prosecution of donestic violence cases. They said it was a donesti c.
Now nore and nore people are beginning to understand that unless we
end violence in the hone, we will never end it on the streets or in

t he school s of Anerica.

Donesti c viol ence prograns are working. They are reduci ng hom ci des
where they are conprehensive, where the police, prosecutors, the
courts and social service agencies cone together in full service
efforts, but we've got to keep at it. And when you're in your state
capital, when you go down to the county courthouse, when you're
advocati ng, renenber to advocate for prograns that can provide a
conprehensive initiative agai nst donestic viol ence.

Let us nmake sure that we focus on the child who is the victim of
abuse and neglect. It just cascades from one generation to another
unless we end it with this one. Now, | bet a |arge nunber of you have
been to dependency courts in your jurisdictions. You ve seen crowled
cal endars. Wiy, you've seen judges w thout social resources that even
begin to match the problem W started a drug court in Mam in 1989.
We operated on a carrot-and-stick approach. Work with us, test
regularly, test negatively, and we'll get you off on the right foot.
Test positively and you' re going to see the stick part of the
equat i on.

We had them evaluated. It |ooked like it was working. There are now
over 300 drug courts in the country, and | am convinced that the
courts can be a powerful partner with us. Only the courts have been
the instituti on where everybody has ended up when the ot her
institutions of this country have failed. Let us give our courts,
particularly our courts that rule on abuse and negl ect cases, the
resources to do the job, small enough case |oads. Let's back them up.
Let's understand that a judge can be a powerful force in nmanagi ng

t hese cases and in ensuring that there are adequate resources.
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Sonetines the child is not the physical victinm sonetines the child
sees it and is scarred forever unless we do sonething right now That
community police officer responding to the donestic violence scene
where the child is crying in the hallway can be a marvel ous force for
understanding that child and through i medi ate counsel i ng begi nni ng
to erase the vestiges of that donestic violence scene. But we've got
to do nore for the child who is in deeper trouble, and we've got to
end it there.

Let us focus on al cohol. Al cohol, of course, poses a serious threat
to the health and wel | -being of babies and children. Heavy dri nking
duri ng pregnancy can cause fetal al cohol syndrone. Yet, as you well
know, sonme 21 percent of wonen reported drinking al cohol during the
past nonth, and nearly 3 percent reported binge al cohol use. W've
got to teach parents young and ol d about the dangers of drinking

duri ng pregnancy and beyond. And furthernore, youth violence does not
rise out of drug abuse nearly as nuch as it arises out of alcohol
abuse.

In 1988 there was no course of toxicology in American nedical
school s. Now nost nedi cal schools are beginning to teach it, but we
still grapple with the problem of alcohol and how we deal with it.
Let us make that a major research effort. Let's nake it a mgjor
treatnment effort. Let us conbine the crimnal justice systemand the
public health system and do sonet hing about drugs and al cohol in a
sensible way with sufficient resources to make a difference.

Heal th care. Through CHI P we're nmaking a difference, but let us join
forces and |ink arns and march together and nake sure that no child
in America goes w thout proper preventative nedical care. And you can
t ake the organi zational skill and the knowhow in this roomand nake
a difference, because there are a lot of docs in the world. There are
a wonderful bunch of pediatricians who would like to volunteer their
time if they can figure out the liability issues.

Let's get the legislature working with everybody to work out the
liability issues in a sensible way that properly protects everybody.
Then that child that is across the city who needs to see this
particul ar pediatrician who is an expert, let's figure out
transportation systens that can get that child across the city to

t hat doctor in a reasonable way. If we can send nen to the noon, we
can send that child across town in safe transportation.
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Don't forget nental health. One of nmy first jobs was as the fill-in
for social workers who were responsible for indigent patients in the
Dade County Welfare Departnent. | had drunks with DTs at the |ocal
sanatorium elderly patients in the nursing hone, and the nentally
i1l at the psychiatric institute. W didn't know very nuch then. W
sure do know so much now, and it is inexcusable if we do not reach
out and help people to identify children with a nental or enotional

i 1l nesses that can be hel ped.

We have got to make sure that nental health treatnent becones a
reality for all of those who need it, and the instances of young
peopl e who do not know how to speak out, do not know howto tell us
how much it hurts, we've got to be able to listen with the |istening
ear and see the signs without labeling that child but with every
effort nade to get themthe treatnent they need.

And while we're about it, the engineers and others have taught us
about | ead and other building difficulties involved with safe
bui | dings. Let us be sure that we have environnents where our
children can grow. Now, | had a great discussion about |ead paint
this norning and how we do sonething about it. | couldn't stand up
here and tell you, so it occurs to ne that we need to get books out
to particularly nei ghborhoods where the buildings are of such
character and such age that there is lead in it and | et people know
sinple little books, m neographed books.

They don't have to be fancy books, but let's get information out to
people. Let's get rid of the digital divide so we nake sure
everybody's got it and we don't have to do little books; we can just
put it on the Wb.

Let's join forces, link arnms, and march together to get guns out of

t he hands of kids and people who should not have them You know the
cost and loss of life and injury and nedical cost, both intentional
and accidental. Let us nmake sense of guns. Let us speak out. |
understand that | amnow the subject of an ad. W don't have to have
ads. All we need to do is work together, use sone conmopn sense, nake
sure that guns aren't in the hands of people who don't need to have

t hem and don't know how to safely and lawfully use them and we'll be
saving nore |ives.

But |l et us learn other issues. Have you been to a child care facility
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recently? My child care facility just cane to ne at |unchtinme for
Hal | oween. This is the fifth tinme they've cone. | put on a peacock
mask. You watch the child learn don't hit, and he pulls back. "Now,
talk it out with Joey and you two figure out how to share, and you've
got to share,” and the two year-old starts to listen. There are too
many two year-olds that don't have people around them teaching them
how t o conmuni cate, to listen, to solve problens, to avoid conflict,
to work out their problens.

| have a dream and you can help ne with that dream when you go to
the state capital or otherwise to | obby. | have a dreamthat every
teacher in Anerica at least in K through 12 will have course work in
how to teach their students to resolve conflicts wthout knifes and
guns and fists. When | went to | aw school, we were taught howto try
cases. W weren't taught how to negotiate. Now appropriate dispute
resolution in various forns is teaching us that we do not have to
have the cost and the hurt that is often associated with trials.

Let us teach our children that we do not have to have the tragedy and
the death from guns and other conflict if we learn how to resol ve our
conflicts the right way.

Let us join forces, link arns together, and march on to see what we
can do through nentoring, education, and outreach to make sure that
our children have supervision during the afternoon hours if we can't
get our work schedul es changed so that we can truly give our children
t he chance to grow in a strong, constructive way.

The first time | ever saw ny nother cry, and | still renenber it so
vividly because we went up to pick up ny father at the bus on the
afternoon of April 12, 1945. A nman cane over to the car and said the
President is dead, and nmy nother just burst into tears. Fromthe tine

| could first renmenber, | could hear the President's voice, and now
when | cone hone at night and | think of us npani ng and groani ng
about what happens to us in public service and | | ook at what

President and Ms. Roosevelt did dealing with the depression that was
not of their making, dealing with Pearl Harbor, dealing with Wrld
War Il, the President doing it with ten pounds of steel on his |egs,
not in the best of health at the end, Ms. Roosevelt, nmagnificent and
wonder f ul .

When you think of them we can do this if they did what they did to
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set this country on the road to peace, a nore |asting peace than we
have known for a very long tinme in ternms of world engagenent, we can
give this country the belief the President gave it, that we can nove
forward. W can nake sure that all people are included, not just
sone. W can harness the energy of this nation and nake it greater.
Sonebody thanked nme for comng. | can't thank you enough for all that
you do and for letting nme be here today, because you represent what |
t hi nk Americans shoul d be all about.
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