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Q Good norni ng.
Q Good norni ng.

ATTY GEN. RENO Good nor ni ng.
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Q Ms. Reno, the president made sone conments yesterday about, even

t hough while violence in general is going down, we seemto have nore
and nore of these cases where soneone on a ranpage with a very
effective gun, kills a nunber of people. Do you have any nore
statenents, or can you give us any idea of how the legislationis
nmoving forward in Congress to restrict sone of the access to guns?

ATTY GEN. RENO | just hope that in the tine remaining in this year

t hat Congress will address this issue because | think all America now
has seen what guns do and how easy access to guns produces such

t ragedi es.

W want to be careful because we don't know exactly how peopl e cane
to acquire the guns, and we want to be objective in the way we pursue
it. But we have a chance to really nmake a difference now.

| was in North Carolina day before yesterday. The three U. S.
attorneys presented their gun initiative to ne. | heard from/| ocal
DAs and chiefs of police and m nisters, about what we can do, in a
conprehensive effort that conbines prevention and puni shnent and
reentry prograns, that can truly nake a difference.

It is tinme for us to cone together, and let's get the job done. Let's
make sure we have | egislation that keeps guns out of the hands of

peopl e who don't belong -- to have them and that we join together
with state and local officials throughout the country to nake sure
that those who illegally use guns are held account abl e.

Q Ms. Reno, have you ordered any type of review of the recent spate
of multiple shootings |ike this year?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO W have revi ewed each, but the FBlI has been invol ved
in a review of school violence situations and we're trying to take a
| ook at them and see just what can be done to prevent it.

Q Ms. Reno, the conventional wi sdomon Capitol HIl is that if you
support gun control then there is a political price to pay, but if
you nmaneuver and you rmug gun control measures, or neasures that
restrict guns nore than they are now, that you do not pay a political
price. Wat notivation does Congress have for noving on the juvenile
justice bill in the direction that you want?
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ATTY. CGEN. RENO Because it's right. W've got to get past the point

of rhetoric and concepts and cone to the reality: guns kill. The guns
that we are seeing across Anerica today that are doing sone of this
killing are as |lethal as anything I know. Q@uns in the hands of people

who don't know how to safely and lawfully use them just doesn't nmake
any sense.

We have a chance. Over the |ast several years, gun prosecutions,

bet ween state and federal prosecutors, has gone up 22 percent. Qun

vi ol ence has gone down 35 percent. Let's keep this effort up. Let's
make a difference. These are hunman beings we're tal king about -- it's
not concepts, it's not words. These are people who are being killed
because of guns, because this nation has for too |ong not taken a
comon- sense, reasonabl e approach to guns.

Q W have a Congress that's in the hands of the Republicans and a
Denocrat adm ni stration, the House is separated by only 10 votes.
It's a very enotional issue. | nean, isn't it going to take another
el ection before they get sone kind of political consensus on the gun
guestion?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't think it's a Republican or a Denobcratic
issue. | think it's an issue for all Americans; an issue that we
approach froma comon-sense poi nt of view, and we've shown what can
be done. W can do a lot nore if we conme together and nake sense of
it.

Q Ms. Reno, crinme has dropped dramatically in the |ast few years.
Still, the nunber of homcides in this country has never fallen bel ow
15,000. Is that nunber still too high?

ATTY GEN. RENO You have nmade the very point that is so inportant.
Crinme is down significantly, but we still are one of the npbst violent
nations in the world, and we don't have to be.

| remnd you of the figures that |I've cited to you before. Between
1992 and 1996, Chicago had over 3,000 gun hom cides. Toronto, a city
of simlar size, not that far away, had 100 gun hom cides. It doesn't
have to be.

Q Ms. Reno, the shooter in the Honolulu incident apparently had a
huge arsenal at hone, but had apparently bought them-- all of his
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weapons legally and registered themall legally. And Hawaii has very
stringent -- by conparison -- gun control |aws. So what nakes you
sure -- what makes you believe that any of the gun control neasures

t hat you support would nmake a difference in these ranpages that seem
to be comng basically twce a nonth?

ATTY GEN. RENO That's the reason | said we have to | ook at each case
and nmake sure that we don't junp to conclusions. But we have seen so
many different types of situations where people who should not have
guns cone into possession of them where people have arsenals. W' ve
got to | ook at each situation and see what is the right approach,

what | egislation, if any, should address it, what other actions
shoul d address it. But sonehow or another, this nation has got to
conme to grips with the fact that you don't need to have arsenals, and
what can be done to ensure that people who possess weapons, no matter
what they possess, have the ability to safely and |awfully use those
weapons, and the capacity and the wllingness to do so.

Q One of the other triggers of this kind of violent behavior that
m ght be elimnated, | would say -- | would think that -- obviously
sonme of the violence in the nmedia. But what el se?

VWhat el se can be done?

ATTY GEN. RENO Just think about the building blocks for a mnute.
There are different answers. Beverly has quite correctly pointed out
that you may have different responses to different situations, and we
have got to | ook at the whole picture.

The early identification of nental illness, nental or enotional

i1l ness that could be treated, and the capacity to treat it;

positive, constructive chil dhoods that give children a chance to grow
in a strong and positive way, free of conflict, with the ability to
resolve conflict short of violence; supervision after school and in

t he eveni ngs, when children are inclined to get into trouble;

wor kpl ace efforts to aneliorate and to abate tension in the workpl ace
-- there is so nuch that we can do if we use conmmobn sense, if we get
out of the political rhetoric, and if we focus on what's the right
thing to do.

Q| understand that the president tried to persuade Holl ywod to back
off on sonme -- to back off on the level of violence that's currently
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bei ng produced and shown to the world, but he failed, | understand.
s there any action that could be taken by the Justice Departnent to
per suade Hol | ywood to reduce the | evel of violence?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think it is inportant for us all, whether we be
Hol | ywood or an individual, to take stock of where we are in this
country.

|*'mone of those that |ikes "The Sound of Music,"” and | think an
awful ot of other Anericans |like that type of novie.

And | think it's inportant that all Americans tell advertisers what
they like to see and hear.

Q Ms. Reno, Egypt(air) Flight 900 -- anything suggesting foul play at
this point?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not heard of any situation, but the FBI is
cooperating wth the National Transportation Safety Board, and we
will continue to assist in every way that we can.

Q Can you give us sone idea of the intensity of the FBI's efforts so
far? How woul d you characterize what they've been doing in support of
t he NTSB?

ATTY GEN. RENO They're acconpanying the NTSB on interviews and
hel ping to anal yze evidence once it's gathered. There are about a
little over 300 agents involved in the effort.

Q Ms. Reno, you nentioned earlier about the FBI's review of these
school shootings. Can you state when that started and what they are
exactly -- (inaudible)?

ATTY GEN. RENO 1'll ask Myron to get you the details.

But to give you an exanple, one of the best sessions that | have had
was wth a group that the FBI had brought together -- principals,
police chiefs, academ cians, treatnent specialists -- to figure out

what can be done, what were the patterns and what can be done to
address the issue of school violence.

And ny understanding is that there have now been two separate efforts
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pursued in this regard. And we'll get you whatever is avail able at
this point.

Q Ms. Reno, is the FBI bendi ng over backwards to downplay the
possibility of a crimnal act in Egypt Air because of what happened
with TWA Flight 800 a couple of years ago?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's just trying to pursue, with the Nati onal
Transportation Safety Board, everything that would be responsible for
pursuit.

QBut is there -- a serious concern to try to avoid that situation,
where people assune fromthe get-go it was sonme kind of terrorist act
and it turned out not to be?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we just take it as the evidence indicates.

Q Ms. Reno, there were sone problens reported by the NTSB and the
cooperation wwth the FBI in the Flight 800 investigation, as far as
jurisdiction.

In this case, there's been indications that there was a deli berate
attenpt to change the rel ationship between the two agenci es. Was t hat
in fact the case, or was it nerely based on the factual evidence at
the tinme of the crash?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think everybody is trying to work together, in the
nost effective manner possible, to see that every lead is pursued and
that it's done the right way.

QBut is this done differently though on purpose, as conpared to 8007

ATTY GEN. RENO | think you | ook at each case on a case-by-case basis
and pursue the evidence as it indicates pursuit.

Q Ms. Reno, the Justice Departnment made its filings this week in the
Suprenme Court case involving the Mranda rule, which you signed
yourself. Wiy did it take so long for the departnent to cone to the
view that it would support the Mranda ruling and the view it took on
the federal statute?

ATTY GEN. RENO Wen you consider a situation, you have got to
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consider the law as applied to facts to nmake sure that you have
properly analyzed the |l aw and properly applied it.

M randa was decided in the late '60s. It was constitutional in nature
because the Court, the Suprenme Court, had applied it in Mranda to
the State of Arizona and has subsequently applied it to the states in
ot her cases; in a whole series of cases.

The Suprene Court does not have supervisory jurisdiction over state
courts in terns of telling themwhat to do or what procedures to
utilize, unless the direction is constitutional in nature, and the
Court's continued application of the Mranda Rule to the states woul d
indicate that it is constitutional in nature. The matter has now cone
to the Court through the processes described in the brief, and we
have taken our position.

Q| guess what I'mwondering is, it seens now when you read the brief
you filed, it seens all very logical. Wiy did it take a long tine to
come to that view? Was there a |lot of internal debate, was there a
bi g reassessnent of the role that the Mranda warning plays for
federal |aw enforcenent officials?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | won't go into internal deliberations, but in any
situation like this, you try to be as careful and as thoughtful as
you can.

Q Ms. Reno, in about an hour and a half you're going to go across the
street to push a button, as | understand, to show that NCl C and ot her
| aw enf orcenent conputer systens are Y2K conpliant -- anong ot her
things, that the prison -- the bureau prison doors aren't going to
pop open at the stroke of mdnight in the year 2000. Can you give us
a little advance briefing on what this is going to be about?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W' Il see! (Laughter.) | wouldn't want you to think
it was rigged. (Laughter.)

Q Ms. Reno, | want to ask about the Justice Departnent |awsuit

agai nst Col unbus that was filed earlier. The initial -- the original
letter fromJustice said that the investigation was started after the
Justice Departnent received 10 conpl aints over about a 15- nonth
period. What is the criteria for launching an investigation |ike
this, into police wongdoi ng?
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ATTY. CGEN. RENO Wat we try to do -- and | will ask the Cvil R ghts
Division to give you whatever they have in terns of procedure.

The G vil R ghts Division, upon receipt of conplaints, |ooks at them
determ nes whether there's a basis for them and reviews the
materials and the docunents and the records of the police departnent.
|f there is evidence supporting the conclusion that there's a pattern
and practice, then it is -- of m sconduct or other inappropriate
action, then it is pursued.

Q Ms. Reno, the Mcrosoft ruling, the first ruling, is expected any
Friday now. Could you tell us your view of the factual findings? Is
It a significance of the factual findings versus the second ruling in
conclusion of law if you consider this particular ruling a
significant point in the Mcrosoft prosecution of the antitrust case?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think any tinme the court nmakes findings of facts,
that the ruling is significant. But | can't tell you the significance
of it per se until we see the findings.

Q Do you think it could possibly hold weight of law, given that it's
considered right nowto be the first of two rulings? Do you think it
could be used in other cases involving collateral estoppel?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know, | haven't seen the findings.

Q (Chuckl es.)

Qls it possible that it coul d?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't do "what ifs."

Q (Chuckl es.)

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant for us to wait and see the
findings and nmake an appropriate judgnent at the tine.

Q May | cone back to the year 2000, but not the technical part of it;
the -- rather, the concern that it may hold significance for |ots of

di fferent groups? The FBI put out its Project Megiddo findings to | aw
enforcenent. The Anti-Defamation League has its own survey of what it
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call s Y2K paranoi a.

What is your sense, fromthe briefings you' ve had, of how nuch
concern there is in |aw enforcenent that there could be real serious
viol ence at the turn of the year?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think what |aw enforcenent is trying to do is to

t ake reasonabl e precautions on a tine that is extraordinary. |
remenber as a child nmy nother telling nme that | would live to see the
year 2000, and it didn't seem possible. And it seened so strange
that, in 1944, there would be a year 2000. It is special, and it is
special as we enter the cyberage, where we've got to adjust with --
you can't turn the clock; you re-engineer conputers.

There are so nmany things that are at issue here. And what | think |aw
enforcenent wants, as all America should want, is a happy, joyous

cel ebration of a special nonment in history, a nonment in history that
Is really extraordinary right now.

| amstill influenced by the fact that crinme has becone global inits
nat ure. But opportunity -- opportunity for |earning, opportunity for
trade, opportunity for exchange of ideas -- has becone global, as
wel | .

W are comng into a great new age, where each nation is going to
have to take pride in its history, its tradition, and yet sonehow
work with others to ensure peace, to resolve conflicts, to pronote
trade, to give all people access to justice, not just those who can
afford it, and to give equal opportunity to all. It's an exciting
time to be alive; it's an exciting time to be in public service. And
| think all of us want to nake sure that it's not marred by viol ence
or exuberance that m ght |ead to viol ence.

Q Have you read the FBI's report on Project Megiddo?
ATTY GEN. RENO | have read it but not in detail.
Q Ms. Reno?

Q But based -- if | could follow this for just one other question.
When you read these reports, it seens all very dire.
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And of course, that's what they are focusing on, of course. But when
you read them is there a sense that you get fromyour briefings that
sonething like this is inevitable or very renote? O how woul d you
characterize the warnings?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the warnings are just conmbn-sense warni ngs:
“Let's take appropriate reasonable care."

Q The FBI has said repeatedly, including in the Project Mgiddo
report, that they have little if any evidence that extrem sts groups
-- mlitias, Christian identity groups -- are planning any malicious
activity around Y2K. In fact, they do say what you just said, that it
is nore of a general warning, "Be on the | ookout."

Do you think putting out reports |ike Project Megiddo, which has sort
of an interesting nanme in and of itself, does that cause unnecessary
worry or maybe even paranoi a?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't think it should cause worry. | think we are
in atime when we have got to take reasonabl e precautions. Wen we
have information, we should make sure that it is available in a
reasonabl e way, in a prudent manner. In this world, with the weapons
we have, with people's ability to nove quickly, it just requires that
we all figure out how we live together with strong feelings on the
part of many, but w thout the violence that can tear us apart.

Q Ms. Reno, returning to the Col unbus situation for just a second,
the Justice Departnent has requested a mllion dollars in its 2000
budget to increase or expand the investigations into police

wr ongdoi ng. What sort of a role do you see these investigations
playing in the the future? Are you | ooking for nore of thenf

ATTY. GEN. RENOG | don't look for them Wat | do look for is
professional policing, and | see it in so many situations. And what |
think -- and |'ve said on many occasions -- that policing is one of
the hardest jobs there is. It requires that -- you have to nake | egal
deci sions oftentinmes without going to | aw school; you've got to
protect yourself and the community, sonetinmes w thout a backup;

you' ve got to be prepared -- | sonetines think it's easy to be a

| awyer, but to be a police officer on the stand getting questi oned by
| awers is sonetines nore difficult, particularly when the case has
taken a year to get to trial and you've got to renenber everything
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t hat happened. So | think that police officers have an
extraordinarily difficult and very challenging role and a very
critical role.

And what | hope that we can do is work together with rank and fil e,
with police admnnistrators, to share best practices and to create
situati ons where we have i nmmedi ate exchange of best practices and

| deas as to how they can be inplenented in departnents across the
country.

Q The Bureau of Justice Statistics shows that there's nore police per
capita now than at any tine in the past quarter century. How nmany
pol i ce are enough? What's the optinum nunber?

ATTY GEN. RENO It's going to depend on the circunstances and on the
situation. It will vary fromcomunity to comunity, and then it wll
vary fromtinme to tine. It will vary wth the denographics, and it
will vary wth new chal |l enges.

|f ny dream cones true, we will continue the effort, from one
admnistration to the next in a nonpartisan, thoughtful commobn-sense
way to bring violence down, through prevention prograns, intervention
prograns, punishnent that fits the crime and reentry prograns that
gi ve people a chance to get off on a fresh start.

But we are going to turn around and find that there are whol e new
chal l enges for federal, state and |local |aw enforcenent in
cybercrinme. |f people can rob wi thout ever crossing the border

t hensel ves through electronic fraud, if people can sell and engage in
trade fraud through the Internet, we have got a whole new world that
we have got to address. And a police officer who understands guns is
going to have to be a police officer that understands conputers and
how to search a conputer and how to investigate.

In between all this, there's probably going to be sone new drug or
substance that we have got to deal with. W have got to be prepared,
and we have got to be able to forecast what's comng and deal wth it
in a manner that is appropriate, neets due process and ot her
constitutional limtations.

Q Ms. Reno, do you think a trial is inevitable in the Col unbus case
because of the strength of the union there? | nean, the union there
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has been descri bed as "one of the strongest in the country” in terns
of what's protected.

ATTY GEN. RENO | al ways hope that you can concl ude sonet hing w t hout
atrial, that you can work it out, that all the parties can cone
together, and that you can sit down and say: "Wat are we interested
in? We are interested in how we can devel op professional policing, at
every level, in practice and procedure. And how can we do it
together?" So | don't ever think that a trial is inevitable.

Q Ms. Reno, may | ask about Khobar Towers? Wien Al - Sayegh was
deported and the Justice Departnent nmade its decision to deport him
a statenent that went out, over the signature of Eric Holder, said
that the adm nistration did not have any evidence that Iran was

I nvol ved in the bonbi ng.

Thi s past week M chael (Sheehan ?) -- Anbassador (Sheehan ?) --
testifying before Congress, said the governnent did have information
that Iran was involved in the bonbi ng. Wiere does that stand now?
VWhat is the Justice Departnent’'s view about whether Iran was

I nvol ved?

ATTY GEN. RENO Let ne do this because you have just told ne
something that | think we need to clarify -- and I amgoing to ask
Myron i mredi ately afterwards to get the exact information for you so
that we do not confuse the issue.

Q On the subject of terror in the Mddle East, Gsamm bin Laden is
recei ving increased donations -- donations, sone of them comng from
busi nessnen in Saudi Arabia. But since he's been on the Ten Most

Want ed List, the donations have increased. And the United States,
according to this article in USA Today, has made Osanma the hero of
the Muslimworld.

Can you nmake any comment about this alleged report?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not seen the report, so | really couldn't
comment on it. But --

QIt was also stated in the report that GCsama bin Laden is involved
in selling drugs for profit to finance his terrorist activities. Can
you make any coment about that, or --
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ATTY GEN. RENO As | say, | have not read the article. And one of the
things that |'ve learned to do is not comment till |'ve read.

QWll that's what it says.
ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.

Q Ms. Reno, nore than two years ago, the FBI and the NTSB rul ed out a
bonmb or mssile in the Flight 800 case. Can you assure the Anerican
peopl e beyond a shadow of a doubt that that is in fact the case? And
why do you think that bonb and mssile theories continue to

pr opagat e?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't assure beyond the shadow of a doubt, because

| don't even, in terns of convicting sonebody, assure beyond a shadow
of a doubt. I'd assure beyond a reasonabl e doubt. | would ask the FBI
to provide whatever standard it has used in making that concl usion
and share it with you.

Q Wiy do you think the theories persist?

ATTY GEN. RENO Theori es persist because people in all situations
where there have been unusual happeni ngs have different theories and
different ideas. Theories persist because we are in a tinme of
extraordinary ability to communi cate through the Internet, through
the nmedia, through cable. | nean, it is fascinating to see what the

mar ket pl ace of ideas has becone. And | think that's probably the
reason those ideas continue to persist.

Thank you.
Q Thank you.

END.
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