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MR. HANS CORELL: Ladies and gentlenen, and mght | now add "and
gentleman," | have two distinct privileges today. The first one
you' ve al ready heard about, to noderate a neeting of the Wnen's

M nisters of Justice. | was indeed very enthusiastic when this idea
was nmade known to ne, and | would say it was an extrenely positive
experience this norning, and if | can, those di scussions covered
many, many interesting topics. And | think that those were very
prom sing for the future for these kinds of neetings. My other
distinct privilege today is to introduce sonmeone who really doesn't
need an introduction, Janet Reno, the Attorney CGeneral of the United
St at es.

Janet Reno was born and raised in Mam, in Florida. W al so | earned
at the table here that she speaks Spanish. W had a Spani sh-Engli sh
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| nterchange here with the Mnisters of Justice of the United States
and Costa Rica. Janet Reno received an undergraduate degree in

chem stry from Cornell University in 1960 and a | aw degree from
Harvard in 1963, the Harvard Law School. Then she spent the earlier
part of her legal career in private practice in two law firns, one
where she was a partner, and then she served for the Florida House of
Representatives, the judicial commttee, where she was staff attorney
and also a staff director. She then was pronoted to higher functions
there, and she was the staff director for the judicial commttee
between '71 and '72, and the Adm nistrative Assistant State Attorney
from 1973 to '76, and the State Attorney from 1978 to '93. And of
course, in 1993, Janet Reno was sworn in by President Cinton as the
78th Attorney General of the United States, the first woman to ever
serve in that office, Janet Reno.

M5. RENO. Thank you so much, Hans Corell. To all of you, welcone. It
Is wonderful to see sone of you who | have net before and now to neet
new col | eagues. And to all, to the Council and to everyone that

wor ked so hard to make this neeting possible, | say thank you.

We have conme to our respective positions at one of the nost exciting
and chal l enging tines that anybody could ask for. Some m ght say it

I s the nost daunting of challenges that we face, but in the six and a
hal f years |'ve been here, |'ve tried to apply a principle | |earned
a long tinme ago that has held ne in good stead. Wien | was about
eight, we lived in alittle wooden house. There were four children in
the famly a year apart, and we were about to outgrow the house. My
father, as a reporter, did not have enough noney to hire a contractor
to build a bigger house. One day ny not her announced she was going to
build the house, and we said, "Wat do you know about building a
house?" And she said "I"'mgoing to learn." And she went to the brick
mason and to the plunber and to the electrician and asked them " How
do you build a house?" She cane hone, and with her own hands and a
pi ck and shovel, dug the foundation, laid the block. |I've al ways

| i ked plunbers better than electricians because the electricians
woul d not give her a permt because she was a woman. She cane hone

t hat night, coached ny father on what to say and went and st ood
behi nd himand coached himto get the permt. The plunbers gave her
the permt on her omm. My father would help her with the heavy work
when he canme hone fromwork at night, and she and | |ived in that
house until she died, just before | canme to Washi ngton. Each tine |
had a knotty or difficult problem if | canme down that driveway

t hrough the woods and saw t hat house standing there, it was a synbol
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to ne that you can do anything that you really want to, if it's the
right thing to do, and if you put your mnd to it. That house al so
taught ne another | esson, for in August '92, Hurricane Andrew hit the
area al nost head on. At about three o'clock in the norning, the w nds
began to how . There was the nost unearthly noise |'ve ever heard.
Trees were crashing around outside and ny nother, who was old and
frail, got up, sat in her chair, folded her hands and was totally
unafraid, for she knew how she had built the house. She had put in
good materials; she did not cut corners. She built it the right way.
And those are the sinple lessons | have tried to apply, and
considering what | think is probably the nost wonderful challenge

t hat anybody coul d have as Attorney CGeneral of the United States.

That is how you help others build denocracy and how you mai ntain your
own denocracy in the strongest, nost vibrant nmanner possible.

| have cone to appreciate denocracy nore than | can tell you, for
sonme of you in this roomhave cone to visit ne from energing
denocraci es that seened so strong and yet so fragile, that are so
delicate yet built on such strong senses of purpose. It is a

wonder ful concept and a beautiful word. As we deal with the issue, |
think it requires idealism courage, dedication and nost of all
tenacity. We nust never give up.

Sonetinmes | have seen success and sonetines | have seen failure.
Sonetinmes |'ve seen ny col | eagues take two steps forward only to take
three steps back the next tine | see them | admre them so nuch for
t hey have succeeded in many instances in weaving the fabric of the

| aw and civilization around the people of their country to give them
hope, dignity, equal opportunity and justice, and | know no greater
calling. To those of you here today who have done that and to our
col | eagues around the world who are engaged in that effort, | honor
you and | salute you for extraordinary effort and for a wonderful,
wonder ful result.

But, one of the things that | have learned in these six and a half
years is that too many peopl e take denocracy for granted. In ny
country, for exanple, | resolved, as | watched people struggle to
bui | d denocracies, to renew ny efforts, to renenber that denocracy is
made strong only by constant vigilance. How do you build a denocracy?
How do you maintain it? I think there are sone general principles

I nvol ved.

The first, the effort nmust be conprehensive. | think wonen understand
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the need for conprehensive efforts better than nen. Men get stuck
soneti mes on one special issue. They becone the specialist in that

| ssue. They becone the specialist in the practice of |aw, and they
build just on that. They just build prisoners and they don't | ook at
the other side of the question. They just do |law and they don't do

t he econony. W have got to, if we're going to nake denocraci es work,
understand that it is all interrelated. W nust work together with
our colleagues in our respective cabinets, and the ultinate bottom

| ine of everything we do nust be to put the people first, to renenber
that it is lawthat is inportant, but that it is people that are nost
| nportant, and the |aw nmust never becone a process that nmasks a nane
and a face and a human problemor a human right that needs

pr ot ection.

The first issue that |'d like to talk to you about is how we build a
j ust denocracy, and that neans how we give access to all people, how
we provide access to the law and to justice. In ny country, we have a
situation where a significant nunber of the poor and working poor do
not have access to the law, and w thout that access, the | aw neans
little nore than the paper it is witten on. Wiat are the sol utions?
We've got to think in terns of specifics, Madam M nister. How we do
it, because it is a problemaround the world wherever | go. First, |
t hi nk we nust resolve to nake our governnents sinpler; our processes
better understood. Lawyers have got to learn to wite |ike people,
not |like |awers. W can build constitutions that withstand the test
of tinme and build themin words that people can understand.

Qur governnents nust be as sinple and as easily understood as
possi bl e so that people can be enabled to solve their own problens to
a certain extent. We have got to blend education and the | aw so that
we use our public school systens to teach our young people to solve
probl ens, to communicate with each other, to negotiate with each
other, and to resolve conflicts and di sputes w thout knives, guns,
fists and argunents. W nust in our |aw schools teach our |awers not
just to try cases in an expensive, conbative and hurtful sort of way,
but to resolve conflicts carefully, thoughtfully at the early stage
in the process with little cost in terns of either enotion or
dollars. W nust make probl em sol ving and di spute resol ution part of
our court system not just as sone citizens dispute settlenents
center over here with people who may be trained wth six hours of
negoti ation, but we nmust build our courts around sone nedi ati on and
arbitration processes that nmake sense, wth people who are wel | -

trai ned and who are skill ed.
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The second initiative that | think we nust undertake if we are to
make justice accessible to all people is to focus once nore on the
nei ghborhood and the comunity in terns of conmunity policing,
communi ty prosecution, comunity probation officers. My favorite
story is of the housing departnent that was about 30 mles fromthe
court system The young nen would get arrested, they woul d be brought
to the juvenile court, and the judge would think they were sone poor
little young fellow and they would et themout. Al the | adies

deci ded they were going to get on the bus one day and go down to the
court to tell the court just what was happening in their comunity,
and suddenly the court and the people were working together, not to
be punitive, but to hold people accountable while solving the problem
t hat causes the crinme in the first place.

O her suggestions include required pro bono efforts, but whatever we
do in these next years as we go into the next mllennium we nust
give the people of this world, all the people of this world, in ny
country, Native Anmericans who have been sorely negl ected over tine,
we nmust give all of our people access to justice, if the justice that
we hold dear and the law we fight so hard for is to nean anything,
and we nust provide quality as we provi de access.

We have struggled after a Cvil War and after a racist society for a
|l ong tinme to nake sure that people are held equal before the law in
my country. We have nmuch to learn fromyou, and it is wonderful to
see big countries learn fromsnmall, young countries |earn from ol d.
There is a collegiality and a universality that is so rewarding
because it puts people first. One of the issues that | think is
absolutely essential is that we nust provide for the defense of

I ndi gent defendants. To accuse the people before the law, to take
themto jail, to take themto prison, to subject themto penalties
wi t hout adequat e defense again underm nes the very purpose of the

| aw, and that rem nds ne that all of us as Mnisters of Justice or as
Attorneys CGeneral nust conmmt to justice.

One of the things that |'m proudest of is the fact that the governor
of Florida once asked ne to reinvestigate the case of a man in

anot her jurisdiction who had been prosecuted, convicted and sentenced
to death for the poisoning death of his seven children. W did so. W
concluded that it was, the evidence had been insufficient to charge
him It was insufficient now, that he was probably innocent and he
should go free. For as long as | live, | wll always renenber that
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man wal ki ng out of the courthouse, free for the first tine in 21
years, and it rem nds ne again of what the lawis all about. It is
digging that last step, finding that first fact, interview ng that
| ast witness to make sure that justice is done.

The next issue that | would like to talk to you about is how we build
an honest denocracy. You have discussed this this norning. W tal ked
in terns of corruption and what can be done, but there are sone very
practical efforts that can be nade to i nsure an honest denocracy.
First of all, we've got to nake sure that those in governnent receive
a salary that is not exorbitant, but enables themto earn a |iving
salary. Now the call that | get is, "W don't have enough noney."
1,000 well-trained, properly paid police officers are better than
2000 police officers on the take. Use our dollars the right way.

Di sclosure forns that reveal conflicts of interest can be hel pful.

| nvestigati on and prosecution and prioritizing these crines as

| nportant crinmes which underm ne the spirit of a comunity are very

| nportant. Mechanisnms for renoval of corrupt officials is inportant.
"' m amazed in the nunber of instances in which the people say, "I
have no way of getting that person out of office, yet | understand
that he is corrupt.” Mst of all, it is inportant that we | ook at the
whol e system To have wonderful police officers but not have
prosecutors or judges or a correctional systemthat is honest can
underm ne everything that we try to do.

Finally, I would Iike to tal k about how we build a peaceful, non-

vi ol ent denocracy, and there you can learn an awful lot from ny
country. Seven years ago, crine was at its highest rate. W were one
of the nost violent and still are one of the nost violent nations of
the world. Crine is now down seven years in a row. Homcide rates are
falling. | think part of this has been achi eved by a bal anced effort
that says, "It's not just punishnent, it's not just rehabilitation,
it's not just prevention." It is prevention, intervention, fair

puni shnent that fits the crine, and re-entry prograns that give
peopl e a chance to cone back to the community without their spirit
broken and with a chance of success. It nust be comunity-based.
Peopl e nust feel that they have an ownership in their police
departnent, that the police involve themin determning priorities
and an understanding of how crine inpacts them Courts nust know the
peopl e they work wth.

The crimnal justice system however, has two purposes: One is to
build and to protect public safety. The second is very inportant. It
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Is to build trust, because as Al exander Ham lton said as we forned
our constitution, "The courts and the civil and crimnal justice
systens are where people see the governnent nost of the tine," and if
they don't trust that governnent, if they think that governnent in
the formof a community police officer are overbearing, they back
away, and the police becone |ess effective and governnent is held in
| ess regard. The key around the world to reducing viol ence and
produci ng peace is to nake sure that as we | eave our jobs and as

ot hers take our place that we do everything in our power to end

vi ol ence agai nst wonen, violence in the hone, and viol ence agai nst
famlies. If we do not end it in our hones, we will never end it in
our streets and around this world, and the first place we have got to
start is formng an alliance with the public health system and the
medi cal community.

There again, | think wonen are better at it than nen. They understand
that there's a |link between the energency room physician who is the
only one who may see that battered wonan because she doesn't call the
police. There is a positive link to be nade on so many different

| ssues: Youth violence, drug abuse, nental health. An alliance around
the world can make such an extraordinary difference. W nust nake
sure that there is a zero tolerance in our court system | discovered
when | took office as a chief prosecutor in Mam that 40 percent of
the crinmes, 40 percent of the homcides related to donestic viol ence:
Husband and wife, girlfriend-boyfriend, ex-spouse. And in those days,
people said, "It's a donestic, Janet. Don't worry about it. She just
wants to drop charges.” And | would sit with her and explain that she
couldn't, not for her children or for herself. And things began to
change, but things didn't really begin to change until wonen cane to
t he bench, and now as wonen serve in the courts of this |and,
donestic violence is becomng a priority for police, for prosecutors,
and all participants in the court system know the inportance of these
cases.

But | adies and gentl enen, denocracy is not going to work around the
worl d unless all of us make an investnent in our children, and too
often and in too many instances we have forgotten and negl ected our
children in terns of providing early childhood prograns that nake a
difference, health care that makes a difference, supervision,
education, and experience in work. Let nme nmake the connection for you
that | think is vital for this world. Wien the crack epidemc hit
Mam in 1985, the doctors took nme to the public hospitals to try to
figure out what to do wth crack-involved infants and their nothers.
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They taught ne that 50 percent of all |earned human response was

| earned in the first year of life. They taught nme that the concept of
reward and puni shnent and a consci ence was devel oped during the first
year of |ife and the first three years. And | suddenly said to
nysel f, What good are all the prisons going to be 18 years from now
if this child doesn't understand what "punishnent" neans? Wat good
Is all the higher education going to nean and going to be unless this
child has a foundation for education? The nedical comunity has an

interest in this. They will be brought to their knees unless we
provide primary care that prevents costly tertiary care, and our
econony will not function unless we have people wth the skills that

can maintain this nation and all our nations as strong denocraci es.
In short, it all goes together, and we cannot address the probl ens of
this world or of our nation in the vacuumof the |law. W nust address
it in the vacuum of human experience and fill that vacuum

But, now we face sone new chal |l enges. Sovereignty has al ways neant
our nation. Now we | ook at what cyber tools and the Internet have
done. When a man can sit in his kitchen in Saint Petersburg, Russia

and steal froma bank in New York, we understand that we are all in
this together, and the investnents that we nake in just denocracy,
honest denocraci es and peaceful denocracies will affect all of us all
around the world. As one econony is affected so will others be

affected. And we're going to have to |learn to work together so that
the man who steals through the Internet is brought to justice in a
fair, firmmanner. W're going to have to nmake sure that we naster
technol ogy and that we don't |et technology master us, and that is
easier said than done. And we're going to have to nake sure that we
use our constitutions, and nake sure that they are a |living docunent,
not rendered obsol ete by technol ogy. And to do that, we're going to
have to nmake sure that there's no safe place to hide.

One of our challenges will be to automate our M.AT systens and our
extradition systens so that we have comon forns or nuances so that
we can push this button on the conputer and it will be a nuance for

this country, a special provision for this country so that we can
bring people to justice in the forumwhere the crine was commtted
whenever possible or otherwise in the country that, has custody of
the person. If we can't do that, all the investnent we nmake in that
wonderful, splendid, magnificent concept of denobcracy is going to be
under m ned.

From nmy experience in these last six and a half years, the Mnister
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of Justice or the Attorney CGeneral has becone part of the

i nternational arena. When | first cane into the office, not that many
people cane to visit. Now Prinme Mnisters and Mnisters of Justice
and security people cone to visit all the tine, and | amso glad to
see them because they rem nd ne of what a wonderful, wonderful

i nstitution denocracy is, how hard we have to fight for it, and now
how i nportant it is that we join arns together and fight for it
around the world. The alternative, in Adlai Stevenson's terns,
"Staggers the inmagination and converts vanity to prayer." Wen we see
what weapons of mass destruction can do and terrorismcan do, to
underm ne everything we hold dear, it becones inperative that we nove
forward, disagreeing in a nunber of instances, but allied in our
commtnent to denocracy and allied in our commtnent to the

wonder ful , wonderful value of people all over the world.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SPEAKER: Thank you very nuch, Attorney Ceneral Reno, for those
very inspiring remarks to all of us. Because of limted tine, the
Attorney Ceneral has graciously agreed to accept questions and
comments and observations fromthe other Mnisters of Justice. So,
M nister fromlcel and.

M5. SOLVEI G PETURSDOTTIR. Attorney General, it is our great honor to
be with you here and thank you for this remarkabl e speech, and I'm
sure that we are all greatly inpressed. W have had a very good
neeting here this norning at the United Nations, and | would like to

use the opportunity to thank you all, to thank you, the Council of
Wnen Leaders and Laura Liswood, naturally, for this program
Attorney General Reno, | think all of us have admred the role you

have played in fighting crine in this country. Al of us have simlar
problens to cope wth, so ny first question is, how can we best

| ncrease the cooperation between Mnisters of Justice in the new

m || enniun?? And secondly, can you tell us your secret on how to, how
you have been so successful in fighting the drug problenf? Thank you
very nuch.

M5. RENG Well, first of all, | had the occasion to neet with a

M nister of Justice froma very small country just before | went to
the G8 Mnisters of Justice neeting in Mdscow in Cctober, and he
told me in no uncertain ternms that the snmall country felt slighted
and that we had to do sonething about that. And as | thought about
it, | thought he was entirely correct, and that | realized that the
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cyber crimnal who is a genius and who knows how to outwt us all who
lives in the small countries, can have just as nmuch inpact on the
worl d as the cyber crimnal who lives in the |argest country or the
strongest country in the world, so | think crinme is going to require
cooperation, and | would like to explore, perhaps afterwards, your

| deas of how we mi ght achieve that. | think that is vital. One of the
| ssues that is inportant, though, ny portfolio includes the FBI, DEA,
t he Marshal Service and the Bureau of Prisoners, and the governnent

| awers, but it's slightly different than Anne McLellan's portfolio
and different fromothers, so how we get everybody to the table and
how we devel op agendas are very inportant. | think you have raised a
very inportant point.

Secondly, | get frustrated at tines, because | don't know how
successful we've been, but | think we're making progress in the fight
agai nst drugs. And one of the nost, nore effective efforts that we
have undertaken, we started a drug court in Mam in 1988 that was
focused on non-violent first offenders, which nost people had

overl ooked or forgotten or said they weren't going to focus attention
on that category because they weren't that dangerous, but they were

t he people that fueled the whole problem And what we did was devel op
a carrot and stick approach: Wrk wth us, test negative, and we'l]l
hel p you get off on the right foot. If after a year you have renmai ned
drug-free, we're going to get you into a job and we'll nonitor your
performance and help you out. You test positive, you commt another
crime, you're going to be back before the judge facing a nore certain
sanction. In 1998, | went to Mam to the 10th anniversary of the
drug court. Instead of ten people in the room there were sone 2, 500.
| nstead of one drug court, there were now over 300 and there are now
t oday over 400. It has spread. It has been evaluated and it has
proven very successful, so | recomend that to you and woul d be happy
to provide you sone information on it. Any other questions?

Thank you very nuch.

M5. SPEAKER: Thank you once again for your speech and for providing

your insights into the workings of the U S. judicial system | had a
guestion because it cane up earlier that soneone nentioned that there
were too many |laws. | wonder if you mght agree with that in the
wor | d.

M5. RENO | think that's absolutely what |I'mtal king about when |'m
t al ki ng about nmaki ng governnment sinpler so that everybody can
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understand it, and we as |lawers wite what we do in clear, sinple
terms. Wnston Churchill called it, "use small, old words."

MS. SPEAKER: Thank you. | would like you to continue having your

di scussi on. W have another ten mnutes or so before we need to nove
on to our session and thank you all for com ng. For those of you who
are friends of the Kennedy School at Harvard University where the

Council is located, we specially welcone you today, and to all of you
who have nmade this opportunity possible, we want to extend our thanks
to you. Enjoy the rest of the neal and to the mnisters, we'll see
you shortly.

Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the session concludes at 1:35 p.m)

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/agspeech.htm (11 of 11) [5/4/2009 4:15:59 PM]



	usdoj.gov
	11-16-99 REMARKS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO BEFORE THE COUNCIL OF WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEADERS


