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9:30 AM EST

Q Good nor ni ng.

ATTY GEN. RENOG Hi .

Q Ms. Reno --

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, sir?

Q-- | know you don't do "what ifs" -- (laughter, cross talk) -- but
as a formof reassurance, a |ot of people in Mam say they're
worried that sonehow Elian Gonzalez is going to be snatched fromthe
home of his great-uncle before a ruling by the court. Can you
envi si on any scenari o under which U S. marshals would take the boy
fromthat hone, other than if they were absolutely ordered to do so
by a U S. judge?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't do "what ifs,"” but |I do --
Q Can you reassure themthat --

ATTY GEN. RENO -- | do "what has been." And if anybody worried about
that, all they need do is |ook at the circunstances of yesterday.
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Q What do you know about the neeting yesterday and how well it went?
Q (Of mke.)

ATTY GEN. RENO Hnf? Excuse --

Q Wat can you tell us about the neeting and how well it went?

ATTY GEN. RENO | wasn't there, so the people who were there should
conment .

Q Can you tell us -- (off mke) -- federal governnent is ready to --
(off mke) -- and would in fact consider sonething |like that?

ATTY GEN. RENO No. The federal governnent yesterday nade cl ear that
they were not trying to alter the arrangenents, and peopl e of good
faith sat down, worked out a plan where he could see his

grandnot hers, and yet there was no attenpt to take himand to alter
t he arrangenents. Actions speak | ouder than words.

Q Ms. Reno, would you like the president to say in advance if he
woul d veto citizenship or green card legislation for the child?

ATTY GEN. RENO That's not how we do those things.

Q Does the Justice Departnent have a position on that |egislation?
ATTY GEN. RENO There's no formal position that's been taken yet.
Q Have you been speaking to nenbers about it?

ATTY GEN. RENO There has been conversation with nenbers of Congress
on the issue.

Q But not urging themto act one way or the other?

ATTY GEN. RENO. There's been di scussion and a di scussion of the
| npl i cati ons.

Q What, in your view, are the inplications?
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ATTY GEN. RENO. The -- if we got into a situation where, if Anmerican
children ended up abroad, and Anerican parents wanted themreturned,
and a foreign country nmade thema citizen so they did not return, |

don't think people in the United States would be very happy about it.

Q Ms. Reno, let's say -- | knowthis is another "what if," but if
this child is given citizenship, would it have any real |egal effect
on the INS ruling that only his father speaks for him in terns of
custody or in ternms of inmgration matters?

ATTY GEN. RENO W woul d see what the legislation said, if it passed.
Q Ms. Reno, let ne ask about --

ATTY GEN. RENO You can ask anything you want.

Q Thank you. Thank you. (Chuckles.)

The decision by you to try to facilitate this neeting between the
grandnot hers and Elian, which followed your neeting with them| ast
Sat urday, can you just take us back to that and | et us know why you
decided this was the right thing to do?

ATTY GEN. RENO He has been paroled in under the authority of the
attorney general. H's grandnothers very, very nmuch wanted to see him
W had nade the initial arrangenents with the relatives here. And |
didn't see why two grandnothers who | oved himshoul dn't be able to
see him

Q Does what Elian say -- what he says -- is that -- have any wei ght
at this particular tinme? because after the interviewwth his
grandchildren (sic), he was heard to say that he was going to be a
citizen soon.

ATTY GEN. RENO | think you put yourself in the shoes of you, when
you were 6 years old, and think about how changed your m nd about --
or maybe you never changed your m nd. (Laughter.)

Q That's entirely possible.

Q Ms. Reno, a lot of this -- what your decision on the INS is based
on the father's wi shes. But how are you a hundred percent sure that
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the father is saying what he wants to say? | nean, he does live in
Cuba, which is a docunented totalitarian state; it's a nasty pl ace.
How do you know that he hasn't been threatened, or that his famly
hasn't been threatened, by the Cuban governnent to say what, you
know, we want himto say or, "You are going to prison," or, "W'lI
t ake your son away"?

ATTY GEN. RENO. The INS has interviewed himtw ce and has reached its
concl usi ons.

Q But how does that explain --

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the things you say, "How can you be a hundred
percent sure?"; no one can ever really be a hundred percent sure. W
have interviewed him have pursued it on all circunstances. | have
not made extraneous decisions. But fromwhat | have seen, | think he
wants to be with his son.

Q Can you sumari ze the argunent that's nade in your filing in the
court this norning?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, I'd let it speak for itself.
Q Has that been filed yet?

ATTY GEN. RENO Myron woul d have to give you the tine of filing. |
don't know whether it's been filed or not.

Qlt's being filed this norning?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.

Q Are you asking for an expedited and a speedy result for this?
ATTY GEN. RENO 1'Il let it speak for itself.

Q Wy there was so nmuch police outside yesterday, outside the house
where the neeting was hel d? There was any particul ar concern about
security?

ATTY GEN. RENO You would have to check with the police and the
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peopl e who provided for the security.

Q Can you tell us how you cane to reach out to Sister O Loughlin? And
did you do that yourself, or did you just suggest that she be
contacted? Can you wal k us through how t hat wor ked?

ATTY GEN. RENO I NS asked what | thought of the idea. | said it would
be a very fine |ocation. Conm ssioner Meissner and | called Sister
Jeanne.

QSo it was originally INS s idea?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know whose idea it was originally, but it was
comruni cated to ne by Conmm ssioner Meissner.

Q Ms. Reno, can you recall any tinme in our history when Congress has
enacted legislation to take away custody deci sions or deci sions about
a child fromthe child's only surviving parent, which is apparently
what sone people are proposing; and whether this type of |egislation
woul d pass nuster in the nost superficial challenge, court chall enge?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, again, it's going to depend on just what the

| egi sl ati on says, but | think what we've got to -- we've had a nunber
of issues raised in hearings before Congress with respect to

ci rcunstances where one parent will take a child to another country.
| think it's inportant that we recognize that what is at stake here
Is a bond between a parent and his child, and that that, in al nost
every legal system | know, certainly in ours, is sonething that that
bond is interrupted only in rather extrene circunstances.

QD dyou chat with Sister --

ATTY GEN. RENO |'msorry?

QD d you chat wwth Sister O Loughlin yesterday after the neeting?
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, | did.

Q And were you satisfied that this was an appropriate venue and t hat
this neeting went successfully?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would I et the people who were on the scene be the
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judge of it, but it sounded like it went as anticipated, that it gave
t he grandnot hers a chance to spend tine with Elian, and that the
famly nmenbers were there and that everybody could be assured that it
was done right.

Q Wul d you consider doing it again in the sane pl ace?
ATTY GEN. RENO W don't do "what-ifs."

Q Ms. Reno, a group of eight |aw professors, from NYU, Yale,
Hastings, Pittsburgh and so on, have witten to sone Denocrats in
Congress saying they think that a citizenship bill would be
unconstitutional. Has the Justice Departnent taken a view on whet her
the | egislation would be constitutional?

ATTY GEN. RENO We're reviewi ng everything as it devel ops.

Q And do you have, or will you have, any neetings with the M am
relatives of Elian, or have you ruled that out?

Apparently, many of themare going to be in Wshi ngton.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't do what-ifs. Wat |'ve tried to do, whether
it be with the mayors or the grandnothers is when sonebody really
wants to talk to ne, I'm-- who is imediately and directly invol ved

QIf they requested a neeting wth you, you would consider it?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO. | would consider it. It, again, depends on the
ci rcunst ances.

Q Have they requested a neeting?
ATTY. GEN. RENGO Not to ny know edge.

Q Can you tell us how long the conversation was with Sister
O Laughlin and what you tal ked about ?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know how long it was, and we just talked
about how it had gone.
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Q Do you think the actions of the Mam relatives in parading this
little boy around in front of the exile comunity has been
appropriate? Is that in his best interests?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | can't comment with respect to Elian, but if ny
gr eat - nephew, who is only about a year or a couple of nonths younger,
had that happen to him | sure wouldn't like it.

Q There were sone problens with the initial attenpt to set up a
neeting earlier this week. Do you trust this famly, the famly down
in Mam, to turn over the boy, if and when the tine cones to it? O,
do you see sone sort of reluctance on their part, based on what
happened earlier this week?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think they love the little boy very, very nuch. |
al so hope with all ny heart that everybody involved in this tragic
situation recogni zes that we live in a country that is governed by
the rule of law and that if we work through the issues of the | aw and
t hrough the facts, that when the law is defined, people will honor

it. That is the difference between us and Cuba, and it's sonething
that | think we have got to keep in m nd.

| think we also have to keep in mnd that here is alittle boy who is
separated fromhis father, who has gone through an ordeal that was
staggering. | nean, it is just amazing to think that he could survive
the time he spent on that little raft in the GQulfstream | just think
it's inportant for all of us to think about the human |ife invol ved,
about the people involved, and about the |law, and honor what the | aw
says should apply in these circunstances.

Q Do you think that this |evel of review, both judicial and through
public opinion like, this should apply to every child who washes up
on shore wthout his parents, or is this an exceptional case?

ATTY GEN. RENO Has anybody ever heard of such a case as this?

Qls it of concern to you that the grandnothers are now staying with
Cuban di plomats or officials, having their schedul es arranged by
Cuban di plomats or officials, consulting them and getting their
security fromthe Cuban officials?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that is sonething that they have got to deal
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wi t h.
Q Ms. Reno, the issue of citizenship -- again, legislation for
citizenship -- is this sonething that the Ofice of Legal Counsel is

exam ning, or is sonebody in your office? At what |evel are you
revi ewi ng possi bl e action?

ATTY GEN. RENO This affects a nunber of different -- both INS and
the Gvil Dvision, and we're all looking at it, and we'll nake an
appropri ate determ nati on.

Q Ms. Reno, apparently nost of us are spending all of our tine
dealing with this story, this issue. Are you? What is your -- are you
able to deal with other issues, too, or is this really dom nating
your tine?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have been dealing with a nunber of different
| ssues.

Wi |l e the governnent was cl osed because of the snow, we had a
wonderful neeting with the Indonesian attorney general, who's a
menber of the new cabinet. It was exciting to hear fromhimand from
his col | eague, the mnister of Justice, about the steps that were
bei ng taken in Indonesia to build denpbcracy and to hol d people
accountabl e for transgressions that have occurred over previous years
I n | ndonesi a.

Then we had the new Argentinian mnister of Justice cone to visit,
and we tal ked about what we have and can do further to streanline the
processes so that things are done pronptly in terns of extradition
and nutual |egal assistance. And it was very gratifying to hear him
pl edge conti nued support of the new adm nistration.

Then we had the chance yesterday to neet with the Latvian m nister of
Justice and to tal k about the Baltic states and the cooperation that
we were engaged in there.

In all of these situations, it remnds you of the fact that we cannot
take our denocracy for granted. To see these people work so hard to
make denocracy a fact of life in their countries nmakes you realize

t hat we have got to commit our efforts as well to preserving it in
this country.
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| had a chance to neet with | aw enforcenent coll eagues. So these two
days of governnent closure because of the snow have been productive
days because | didn't have any nail and not that nany phone calls.
(Laughter.)

Q Ms. Reno, there is news this norning, however, that a suspected
terrorist was arrested in Senegal, who may have at |east, if nothing
else, famly ties to Osama bin Laden. |Is there anything that you can
tell us about that this norning?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | cannot comment on that.
Q Have you asked for extradition to the United States?
ATTY GEN. RENO | cannot comment.

Q Do you have any thoughts on President Clinton's |ast State of the
Uni on address tonight? Are you going to be there?

ATTY GEN. RENO | expect to be there, and | | ook forward to hearing
it.

Q Ms. Reno, there is a story, one of these periodic stories, this
norning in the Wall Street Journal, that says you are a

di sappoi ntnent as attorney general, that you don't get respect from
your | aw enforcenent coll eagues, that you haven't been able to rein
the FBI in, and that you're a terrible manager. (Chuckles.) O her
than that -- (laughter) --

ATTY GEN. RENO And that | amtoo polite. (Laughter.)

Q That's right. (Laughter.) Do you have an overall response to the
article?

And secondly, what do -- it's not new for people to criticize your
managenent style, your nmanagenent techniques. Do you consider that
criticismto be justified? How do you feel about that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | sonetines consider the sources and consi der whet her
t hey have had any involvenent in the nanagenent decisions that | have
made.
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| think the nore | see of it, the nore |I think people want -- people
being the nedia and others -- want you to engage in fierce
confrontations and do it all in the press, and nmake sure that

everybody hears about your fierce confrontations.

| prefer to try to run an office where it's done by nutual respect,

where there is a recognition that there will be disagreenent, and
that if | had "yes" people on ny staff or in various |eadership
positions, | wouldn't want themthere.

| believe that you can conduct yourself and nake managenent deci si ons
that are | ow key, that don't surface, that are based on how we get
fromhere to here in the nost effective way possible.

And then, | was at Mount Vernon this Sunday, and there is a wonderful
line that says: If | were to worry about nenoirs or what people said
-- a variation on Lincoln -- ny feelings mght be hurt; | prefer just
-- said Washington -- to let nyself drift down the streamof |ife and

| et posterity nmake its own judgnents about what |'ve done.

Everybody that worries about -- anybody that worries about what
others are going to say about themis ultimately going to pull sone
punches and shape what they do based on what they think their
reputation will be. Sonetinmes the way you do things is not the way
people think is the way it should be done; but they usually don't
have all the information.

Q(Of mke) -- officials have given their country extrenely high
mar ks on their anti-drug effort. Do you have any comment on that?
(OFf mke.)

ATTY GEN. RENOG | have not seen the comments. | just heard about them
just before | canme in. So | really couldn't comment. Besi des,
Beverly, is it wong to be too blunt?

QI wouldn't know. (Laughter.)
ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you. (Laughs.) (Laughter.)

Q(Of mke) -- there's a way to nake a deal with the Cubans on
Elian, a way that he can visit his relatives in Mam and he can be
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with his father, even perhaps inmmgration soneday. | know you say
that's the father's choice, but this matter has invol ved everybody,
in North Anerica and beyond. And we would all, | think, like to see a

conprom se.
ATTY GEN. RENO Well, why don't you work on it? (Laughter.)
Q(Of mke.)

ATTY GEN. RENO My hope is that people of goodw || who | ove the
little boy can cone together and reach sonme concl usion. | think,
again, we cannot forget that what is at stake here is a six-year-old
boy, and he shoul d not be caught up in other issues that nay not have
di rect bearing on his life.

Q Thank you.
ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.
END.
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