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Q Ms. Reno, can we touch briefly on the Elian Gonzal ez case? \Wen
| ast we heard, you were preparing to neet with Elian's M am
relatives. Has that neeting taken place, or is it schedul ed?

ATTY GEN. RENO They cancelled the neeting, and then they asked for
anot her neeting. And we are waiting to hear fromthem | told them
that |'d be happy to schedule it. They had hoped that it would be in
M am , but Comm ssioner Missner couldn't be there. So we're trying.
W told themwe would be avail able this week.

Q Here in Washi ngton?
ATTY GEN. RENO Mmthmm (Affirmative.)

Q Ms. Reno, in the matter of the LAPD corruption scandal, the FBI was
announci ng yesterday that they're going to take a nore active role in
this. They had at first indicated that they were going to begin

| nvestigating this back in August, but apparently nothing has been
done since then. Wiy has the Justice Departnent and the FBI been so
slow to get involved in a scandal that's involving hundreds of cases
I n LA?

ATTY GEN. RENO The |l ocal authorities were handling the case. There
Is -- the chief of police indicated that there m ght be situations
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where we could be helpful. W are going to continue to review it from
an i ndependent point of view, try to provide whatever assistance we
can, and at the sane tine determ ne whether there is any basis for a
federal investigation, and make an independent judgnent in that
regar d.

Q Wien woul d you expect a determ nation on that?

ATTY GEN. RENO It's hard to say, because you never want to put
deadl ines on it, because you don't know what you're going to find.

Q Shouldn't people there -- should the folks in the U S attorney's
of fice and FBI have been working nore quickly in the past nonths to
see whether there was a federal case to begin with, rather than

wai ting six nonths?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think in all instances you want to try to see what
state and | ocal authorities are able to do. And if we can be of any
assistance, as | indicated, we want to try to be. And as the case
unfolds, if there is action that the federal governnent shoul d take,
then we will take it.

Q What is that these -- | think the assigner said six FBI agents are
going on it full-time now Wat is it they're going to be doing if
it's not yet a full federal investigation?

ATTY GEN. RENO Now one of the things that | wouldn't tell is what we
were going to be doing in the course of an investigation, because
that mght tip what we're going to be doing -- what we're doing to

t he wong peopl e.

Q (Chuckl es.)

QlLet nme try to rephrase. This is not yet an investigation. What is
It? How do you describe what it is?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | understand it -- and | nay be wong, and |']|
ask Myron to confirmit, because | want to nake sure that we get you
what ever infornmation we can, consistent wth not comenting on a
pending matter -- the Los Angel es Police Departnent and the district
attorney have been conducting an investigation.
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There may be instances where we can be of assistance to themin
provi di ng additional support; and we are going to try to do that but,
at the sane tine, remain i ndependent so that we can take whatever
action is appropriate based on the evidence as it's uncover ed.

Q Ms. Reno, are you confident that the chief of police there is
capable of handling this crisis wwthin his own departnent?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | think the chief has asked for assistance, and so we
want to try to give whatever assistance we can while, at the sane
ti me, remaining independent.

Q But based on the | evel of troubles there, does it create any
concern in your mnd that he is able to continue handling this on his
own?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | indicated, what we are going to do is review the
matter, see what devel ops, and see what action is appropriate in
ternms of federal action.

Q Just to followon that -- | nean, this is a scandal that's now
risen to the level of accusations against sergeants and captains in
the LAPD. There have been other situations where Justice has seen fit
to go into | ocal police departnents and say, "You can no | onger
police yourselves"” -- in effect -- "when it cones to an

| nvestigation."

Is that the ultimate goal here, to see whether the LAPD is capabl e of
I nvestigating itself?

ATTY GEN. RENO The ultimate goal here is to see that people who have
done wong are brought to justice and that there is an appropriate
response. And we are going to be working with the Los Angel es Police
Departnment and the district attorney to see just what needs to be
done to ensure that goal.

Q (Inaudible) -- a pattern and practice investigation there?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know that | can comment on that. But what |
will do is ask Myron to give you any information that we can that's
consistent with the best interests of the investigation.
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Q Ms. Reno, the Cuban governnent has indicated that they may not
recall the diplomat who was inplicated in the INS investigation.

Can you give us a sense of what the U S. governnent's position is
beyond what the State Departnent said earlier this week?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think | should defer to the State Departnent in
t hat regard.

QBut if he continues to refuse to | eave by the deadline that State
has i nposed, wouldn't it be up to you to take action against hinf

ATTY GEN. RENO W will be working with the State Departnent as the
matter unfolds, to see what the appropriate response woul d be.

Qls there any | aw against -- that would cone into play that -- just
for a diplomat who refuses to | eave when "PNG d"? O would you have
to charge himwith sone other crine?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are in conversation with the State Departnent. And

as you know, | don't do what-ifs because | don't know what | wll
find, but we will be working with the State Departnent to address the
| Ssue.

Q Ms. Reno, there was a ot of activity on Capitol H Il yesterday
that was in response to the distributed denial -of-service attacks
agai nst top e-conmmerce and news websites a coupl e weeks ago. Senators
Thonpson and Li eberman announced hearings to ook at a bill that

t hey' ve introduced that would beef up cybersecurity on federal
systens, federal conputer systens, websites and so forth by
centralizing the authority governing that security at the Ofice of
Managenent and Budget.

A two-part question. Do you think that that's a good idea, to give
this authority to OMB, given the fact that we have a Nati onal
Infrastructure Protection Center at the FBI? And second of all, do
you think that they are right in their assunption that we are

i ncredi bly vul nerable at the nonent fromcyber-attack in terns of our
gover nnment systens?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | have indicated in testinony, this is sonething
that has got to be addressed both in terns of systens and personnel
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with the expertise necessary to address the issue of security, and

this is sonething that the governnent is doing. | think you all asked
me the question | ast week, should it be centralized or should each
agency continue to ook at its own security. | think we are all

wor ki ng together to ensure that these security issues are addressed.
And what |'d like to do is see the legislation before | coment.

Q Wll, one thing that they have said is that it's nuch |ike the
physi cal security problens, that there are no uniformpolicies or
practi ces governnent-w de for governnent buil dings. And obviously,
their idea is that you centralize the authority for -- nake standard
uni form practices and policies for cybersecurity, then everybody's
got the sane system governnent-w de. Does that seemlike, on the
surface, at least, a logical thing to do?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, | haven't seen the legislation, so it is
difficult to cooment, but in terns of physical security, there are
going to be different standards for different functions, and I'd just
like to | ook at the legislation before I comented.

Q Senator Gregg asked you for specific reconmendati ons on statutory
changes when you appeared before his commttee. | think you said
you' d get back to himin the near future with those. Wiat is the
status of that? And | believe Deputy Holder is going to testify on
this subject next week. M ght they be ready by then?

ATTY GEN. RENO W shall see. Wat we're trying to do is continue to
keep Senator Gegg's staff and Senator G egg advised of the progress
that we're making. It is helpful, as you proceed, to | et people know
what steps you' re taking.

W're also commtted to advising them so that we nmake sure that we
keep attuned to the issues that are of concern to them of our
progress on the five-year plan that we're developing. And all of this
will go together. It won't be presented as a finished package, but |
think we will continue to try to advise them of where we are.

Q Ms. Reno, a CI A manager naned John Sarabian (sp) w tnessed before
Congress, testified before Congress that Russia and China are both
readyi ng cyberattacks on the U S. What role would the Justice
Departnment have in defending the United States against these kinds of
attacks? And do you agree that this is a -- we're at risk from Russi a
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and Chi na?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comment on any particular country, but |
think it is inportant that we realize that we nust be prepared to
protect the information infrastructure of this nation and the

i ndustries and the key assets of this nation that are dependent upon
the information infrastructure, whether it be the governnent, the
governnent in all its forns, or key private-sector functions. And |
testified [ ast week and believe very strongly that this is one of the
nost inportant issues that we face.

Q Do you feel like the United States is vulnerable fromforeign
countries, foreign governnental entities in this regard?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think, as |I've tal ked about it, you can't tell
where the attack is comng from It is going to require that we work
t ogether to solve these problens, and rather than addressing the

| ssues of who, | think we've got to all understand that we are
vul nerable and that if we're going to use this new technol ogy so that
It really achieves the dreamthat we have for it, that it -- that

cybertools can do so nmuch to increase |earning, so nmuch to better
comruni cation, so nmuch to inprove commerce, to sustain an econony, if
t hose dreans are going to cone true, this world is going to have to
wor k together to ensure protection of that system

Q Senat or Liebernman said yesterday that according to the NSA,
tactical -1 evel attacks, as he described them cyberattacks, are
comm tted agai nst governnment systens on a daily basis. But, he said,
so far those attacks have not been danmgi ng, or very danmgi ng, or
seriously damaging. Is it a case of, in your opinion, our defenses
are working incredibly well, or so far we've just been |ucky that
none of those attacks have been damagi ng so far?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comment one way or the other in terns of
attacks, except to say we've got nore to do.

We need the equipnent; we need the expertise. W need cooperation
fromforeign governnents to be able to trace these attacks. W need
to cooperate with foreign governnents to protect their

I nfrastructure.

We have got to design a systemfor this world that, in order for us
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to use it around the world, is secure. That is going to be one of the
great challenges. And that's what we're about in terns of trying to
design a five-year plan to address the issue of cybercrine,

general ly.

Q Ms. Reno, the U S. response still has an anorphous quality to it,
at | east when | ooking fromthe outside. FIDNET, if and when it's

| npl emented, will be adm nistered by GSA. (Beeper goes off.) The
Thonpson- Li eber man proposal nentions QOVB.

ATTY GEN. RENO Modern technol ogy. (Laughter.)
Q (I naudi bl e.) (Laughter.)

QNPCis a big part of this effort. But there still doesn't seemto
be any centralized idea or a centralized plan for respondi ng to what
could be the threat of the next decade. It doesn't seemas if there
is any strategic thinking. It's a lot of practical thinking but no
strategic thinking to centralize or to understand it properly.

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, as | indicated, you have got different issues.
And to centralize it, in terns of protection, ignores the different
functions of the different parts of governnent and the different
situations that are involved.

As | testified | ast week, we have a new tool. You talk about it being
anor phous or unclear. This newtool is a tool for good that we are
just beginning to appreciate, appreciate inits full form

We are at one of the nost exciting tinmes in history, where this new
tool is devel opi ng, where what we do with respect to it and how we
handle it, and how we ensure security, wll nake a trenendous
difference. But it is not just a matter of centralizing a function in
a particular office; it is a mtter of devel oping the technology to
protect the technol ogy but to do so consistent with our

constitutional rights.

And then there is an additional challenge, and that is that we can't
do this by oursel ves.

If this systemis to operate around the world and to provide e-
comrerce and the opportunities around the world, then we're going to
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have to work with our coll eagues around the world. And so there's no
easy answer, and anybody that suggests that there is is mssing the
anor phous nature of it.

But the other challenge is that as the issues are sonetines uncl ear,

t he knowl edge of the Anerican people needs to be enhanced, and we
need to devel op the expertise anongst -- in this nation to be able to
handle it, and we need to devel op the equi pnent that corresponds to
it, and we've got to figure out how we can afford the equipnent. It's
rapi dly changi ng, sone equi pnent becom ng obsol ete before it's

i nstal l ed. These are the issues that we face. And to suggest that |
can give you a clear answer, | try to be very candid with you and |
woul dn't want to m sl ead you.

Q Ms. Reno, if | can go back --
ATTY GEN. RENO Let ne -- this gentl eman.

Q Ms. Reno, the question is that -- this question is in the Indian
Par | ianment now and President Cinton is going to India next nonth. It
may cone during their neeting that over 40 Indian I Ts or conputer
prof essionals were arrested in Austin, Texas, but they were

m streated and handcuffed and -- (inaudible). And over a dozen of

| ndi an Asians net with your staff about two weeks ago here, and India
G obe carried reports and ot her newspapers around the country. Wat
action has been taken or are you going to take if any U S. |laws are
bei ng viol ated, because they have |egal visas and they are
professionals in this country.

ATTY GEN. RENO | will ask Myron to give you whatever we can publicly
say with regards to the nmatter.

Q And anot her question --
ATTY GEN. RENO She -- it's her turn now. Then we can --
Ql'msorry.

QI wanted to go back, if | could, to Cuba and Elian. First of all,
t he New York businessman who was the internediary with the I NS
accused spy says he hasn't been contacted at all by governnent
officials; nobody's talked to himat all. Is this a continuing
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| nvestigation, or can you explain why Pedro Font (ph) has not been
spoken to?

ATTY GEN. RENO | could not comrent.

QAIl right. Let ne try another one. (Laughter.)
ATTY GEN. RENO Now it's his turn. (Laughter.)
Q Thanks very much. | -- (laughter).

ATTY GEN. RENO I'mtrying -- Beverly just said |'mbeing awful |y
cute. And I try not to be. | try to give everybody a shot because if
| don't, everybody kind of -- I"'mjust trying to be fair.

QI saw you in the Wiite House. You're doing a great job. | nust tell
you that, Attorney Ceneral -- of very fewin the last, what, 50 years
or so in this country. The question is here that -- two questions.
One, there are a lot of --

ATTY GEN. RENO You only get one question. Then she gets hers.

Q (Laughs.)

Q (Chuckles.) (Of mke) -- have called that all the illegal
immgrants in this country should be given ammesty, so they -- their
rights can be protected, they can pay taxes, and also they should --
they are being exploited by the enployers at this tine because they
have no | egal status. So is your position here, fromthe departnent?
Do you support this, their call, or -- so no nore -- nobody in this
country in the future will be exploited?

ATTY GEN. RENO First of all, with respect to exploitation, we have
been wor ki ng other agencies to ensure that steps are taken to

i dentify any instances in which workers have been expl oited because
of their status or any other reason, and that steps are taken to hold
peopl e accountable if the | aw provides for it.

Wth respect to the ammesty issue, our whole policy has been that
this nation has a tradition of immgration. It's a nation of
I mm grants. And we want to continue that tradition of |awful
I mm gration and take steps to deter unlawful immgration. W w |
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conti nue those efforts.

Yes, ma' anf

(Soft laughter.)

Q (Laughing.) No continuity here at all, right?

The attorneys for the Mam relatives are now conpl ai ni ng t hat

wher eas they have been told there was no connecti on what soever
between the Elian situation and the INS spy situation, they're saying
to the contrary; M. Inperatore (sp), who is refusing to | eave, was

i nvolved in both situations. And they think that that is very
suspi ci ous. Can you say anything to allay their concerns?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have asked that we | ook at every aspect of it, and
| do not see that the situation to which you refer had anything to do
with the decision made by Conm ssioner Meissner. But we will continue
to review the matter in detail.

Q Ms. Reno, there's a report today on Deutch matter that the forner
general counsel of the CIA had wthheld evidence fromJustice
Departnment investigations. | think it was conputer storage cards. Is
this sonething -- are these allegations that you' re concerned about,
and do you plan to reopen the crimnal inquiry into that whole
matter, in light of these obstruction charges?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are reviewing the matter at this tinme to see what
appropriate action should be addressed or whether there is any basis
for it.

Q But you're review ng that specific allegation involving --

ATTY GEN. RENO No, just the whole nmatter.

Q The entire Deutch matter?

ATTY GEN. RENO Mmhmm (I n agreenent.)

QWwo is reviewng it?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know the specific person.
QI nmean, is it in Public Integrity or --

ATTY GEN. RENO No; actually, let nme do this. Let ne ask Myron
whet her | can give you the nane of the specific person that is
reviewing it. And if not, we wll identify the section.

QWwll, what's the purpose of that review? (Inaudible.)

ATTY GEN. RENO To determ ne whether there is any action that the
Departnent of Justice should take.

Q Agai nst Deutch or against other people involved?
ATTY GEN. RENO No, in terns of opening an investigation.
Qls it possible that action could be taken agai nst Deutch?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't do "what ifs.”" | amtrying to figure out what
the right thing is.

(Cross talk.)
Q (Inaudible) -- we are inclined to --

ATTY GEN. RENO We are just review ng everything to see whether there
Is any basis for further action.

Q Have you ruled out the possibility of reopening the investigation
of Deutch?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | have indicated is that we are reviewi ng the
matter to see whether there's any further steps that should be taken.

Q And you're suggesting, or at |least inplying, that there is new
information that you are |looking at. |Is that correct?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amjust reviewng it to -- we are reviewing it to
see whether there is any basis for further action.
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Q But are you looking at -- any additional allegations, and not only
Deut ch peopl e, or obstruction charges --

ATTY GEN. RENO | amlooking at -- the departnent is |ooking at the
whol e matter, reviewing the whole natter, to see whether there is any
basis for further action.

Q Ms. Reno?
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes?

QI would like to ask you, is the FBI or Departnent of Justice going
to rel ease any nore information with regards with the files of John
Lennon?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amsorry, sir. | didn't hear the last --

Qls the FBI or the Departnent of Justice going to rel ease any nore
I nformati on about the files of John Lennon that shows a possible
| nvol venment contributing to the Irish Republican Arny?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will let Myron comment based on whatever can be
done under Justice Departnent regul ations.

Q W know recently the FBI had rel eased sone i nformation about it.
Can you tell us sonething?

ATTY GEN. RENO Whatever -- | don't know the boundaries of what can

be said under the law. And so what | would like to do on this issue

Is ask Myron Marlin to give you, afterwards, whatever information we
can provide under the | aw and under the departnent regul ations.

Q Ms. Reno, can you tell us sonething about these issues that were --
the property that was seized to Col onbian traffickers here in the U.
S.?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't comment on any matter that's pending.

Q On the death penalty issue, ma'am do you believe that there wll
be any federal execution while you're still attorney general?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know.

Qls it the case that until this current reviewis conplete, that
there will not be any federal execution date set?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think any decision has been nmade. W have
continually tried to review, and wll continue for as long as |'m
attorney general, to review the cases to make sure that justice is
done the right way and that there is no unwarranted disparity.

QBut is the review preventing the setting of the first federal
execution date?

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Anot her question. Another topic, | should say. There are reports
t hat Ahnmed Rasam (sp) has been |inked to Gsama bin Laden; | believe
al so M. Abdel Moskini (sp), who is held in New York State, also

| inked to bin Laden. Can you nmake any comrent about that? And woul d
you say that this neans that there is progress that this has been
rel eased, or what can you say, if anything?

ATTY GEN. RENO Now, you know that | wouldn't conment on sonet hing
| i ke that, and neither if you are a taxpayer would you want ne to
coment on sonething |like that.

QM. Sliyah (sp) was released, if |'m pronouncing his nane right,
and |'m probably not, in Mauritania, and that seened to have caused

sone concern anongst U.S. |aw enforcenent. Are you concerned about
his rel ease by the Mauritanian officials?

ATTY GEN. RENO. | woul d not comrent.

Q Could you even say if the case is progressing at pace, or could you
make any comment on how the investigation is going?

ATTY GEN. RENO No.
Q No? Ckay.

Q Ms. Reno, do you now understand what Sister Jeanne O Laughlin's
concerns are regarding the Elian case?
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ATTY GEN. RENG | have seen the |latest coments, and | would have to
| et her make any statenent because it's very difficult to determ ne
just what the position is fromthe newspaper articles.

Q G ven the confusion that she seens to have unl eashed, do you now
regret having brought her into the matter?

ATTY GEN. RENO No. One of the things that you-all try to do is, when
sonebody di sagrees wth you, you say, "Oh, do you regret
thi s?" (Audi o break.)

Q (In progress follow ng audi o break) -- she told you that she had to
do?

ATTY GEN. RENO As |'ve indicated, | think she should speak with --
for it. | want to make sure that | don't comment on natters as they
are pendi ng.

Q Thank you, M. Reno.
ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.
END.
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