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Ellis Island Medal of Honor Cerenony
May 6, 2000

Ellis Island, New York

Rep. Rangel : What an honor for nme, as a nmenber of our great
governnment, to present to you our Statue of Liberty, the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States of Anmerica, Janet
Reno.

Attorney Ceneral Reno: This is a nonent that | will always
remenber, and it affirnms for me one of the great
experiences that | have had as Attorney General. To neet
wth Mnisters of Justice from energi ng denocraci es around
the world. To talk across the table with a Prime M nister
froma small nation struggling out of tyranny. To talk with
representatives of old established denocracies, waging
efforts against |ethargy, sloth, and corruption that
threaten to underm ne what they hold dear. And | cone away
fromthese experiences in awe of how fragile denocracy is,
and yet how splendid it is, how beautiful, what a

magni ficent institution it is. Ladies and gentlenen, we
nmust take the energy, the creativity, the diversity in this
room and do everything we can to cherish it. W nust never
ever take it for granted, and we nust give it our very
best. It is inportant in enforcing denbcracy as we know it,
that we honor the rule of law. But if we are to give it our
very best we nust do nore, because there are too many
people in this country who do not have access to justice
because they can not afford it. As we create the rule of

| aw we nust use it. Qur rule of |aw gives us freedom of
speech, but too many of us stand on the side lines and do
not speak out for what we hold dear, for what we nust
cherish. We can not be silenced by apathy or indifference.
We can not be silenced by disapproval or intimdation. W
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must speak out agai nst hate. W nust speak out in terns of
support for bold new ideas that give equal opportunity to
all Americans. Qur nation is a governnent of the people, by
t he people, and for the people, and it nust be built on
sonething nore than just majority rule, and the rule of

law. It nust be based and built carefully, thoughtfully,
and constructively, on nutual understandi ng, on tolerance,
and on an appreciation of the magnificent diversity of this
| and. Wthout these values, segnents of our society wl|l
feel left out, they will feel separated and apart. They
will lash out in anger and in violence, unless we reach out
I n nmutual understanding, in tol erance.

We're here toni ght because so nany peopl e have cone so many
different routes, but it is inportant that the people, the
politicians, and the press, start speaking with a civil
termthat honors the wonderful things of this nation and
it's people, instead of tearing it down all the tine.

(Appl ause) Instead of criticizing | eaders, go run for

of fice and put your ideas into effect. (Applause)

But there will cone tinmes when we see things that nust be
corrected over tine, for too long this nation has forgotten
and neglected its children. They are our future, there are
too many fromall walks of life and all stratas of society
that are al one, angui shed, and uncertain. Let us create a
nati on where both parents can spend quality tinme with their
children and | ove them supervise them and give themthe
strength they need to grow as strong, constructive human
bei ngs. (Appl ause)

And | et us focus on one group that has so nmuch to offer
this nation, young African American nmen who want so to
contribute, so to be sonebody, so to nake a difference, but
we don't know howto talk to themtoo often, and they don't
know how to talk to us. Let us reach out across
generations, across conmunities, and bring together this
group of young nmen so that they can be part of parcel of
our denocracy and lead us in the future. (Applause)

But then there wll be conflict, and there wll be hurt,
and people will feel betrayed. \Wen those things happen
across cultural and ethnic lines, let us reach out and
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start to listen to each other, and to speak in small old
words of the wonder of the human spirit. That it can
overcone tyranny and cone to a new |l and and contri bute
vitally and make a difference. Let us listen, let us talk,
|l et us reach out in love and in respect, and continue to
build the greatest institution | think that man has
created, denocracy based on freedom Let us take the
wonderful strength, courage, vitality, and innovation that
Is in this roomrepresented by such extraordi nary

di versity, and go out and lead the |and we | ove. (Applause)
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