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ATTY GEN. RENO Next week will be one year since the Senate
passed conmon-sense gun |egislation. This |egislation would
require child safety | ocks on weapons. It would close the
gun-show | oophol e by requiring that, before a sale by an
unl i censed gun-seller at gun shows is conpleted, a
background check woul d have to be done on the purchaser,
just as is required wth licensed gun deal ers at gun shows
and at their stores.

Despite this being just a matter of common sense, applying
the Brady Act to this new category that covers a nunber of
peopl e, the bill has | angui shed in conference for nine
nont hs, whil e over 20,000 people have been killed by
gunfire in America.

That's just sinply plain outrageously wong. The conferees
have refused to act on the legislation. In fact, they have
only met once since |last May, and no substantial progress
was made to get the bill to the floor.

During the sanme period of tinme, have we experienced far too
many tragic instances of gun violence. Now, you can't |ink
one particular piece of legislation with one act of gun
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vi ol ence and say that it would have been prevented. But we
have seen too nuch in this year -- in schools, in office
bui | di ngs, even in churches -- and | think the tine has
cone to do sonething about it.

One nom i n suburban New Jersey has done sonethi ng about it.
For her, the shooting in the Jewi sh Community Center in Los
Angel es was the |ast straw. Around her kitchen table, a
nmovenent to end gun viol ence was born. On Sunday, nore than
1 mllion nons, and others who support their efforts, wll
be taking to the streets in Washington, D.C., and in 67
comruni ties around the country, to say sinply that they
have had enough. This kind of involvenent by Anerican
famlies is inportant. And in the spirit of working

toget her, | know we can make our conmunities safer.

| comrend the MIlion Mons for their concern, their
conviction and their commtnment. And | inplore Congress to
listen to them and to the Anerican people, and once and
for all, pass this common-sense | egislation.

@Qun vi ol ence does not have to be a fact of our life. In the
peri od between 1992 and 1996, there were 100 gun hom ci des
in Toronto. In a city of equal size, Chicago, there were
3,063. W can do so nmuch nore to make this nation safer for
our children and for all our citizens. And this march,
think, will nake that statenent.

Q WIIl you be marching?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have a | ong-standi ng conmencenent
address, and | hope to finish there and get to the march.

Q Ms. Reno, what's going on here? The majority of Anericans
support these gun neasures. A mnority are vehenently
opposed. How does the mnority will prevail over the
majority in an issue that apparently is very inportant to a
nunber of peopl e?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think what these nothers are doing is an

exanpl e of what we nust do when we see sonething wong that
needs righting. W can't sit silently by and say, "Sonebody
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else will doit." W cannot remain uninvol ved and say,
“"Leave it to Beaver." W've got to get involved ourselves
and speak out and | et our voice be heard.

Qls this just a case of a smaller group of people caring
much nore about the issue than the majority? Is that --
(off mke)?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think that's one reason. But | think also
they're organi zed, and they have | earned how to speak out
so that it can be effective. | think it is inportant that,
as in this instance, with this march and with ot her
Initiatives, that the people learn howto let their voice
be heard.

Q Also on the gun issue, a couple of nonths ago the

adm ni stration nmade quite a show and a statenent when Smth
& Wesson agreed to take a nunber of steps. Since then,
however, no other gun manufacturer has indicated any intent
of following suit, and many cities have been reluctant to
even join in that agreenent.

What are your thoughts about where that stands and whet her
that is turning out to be a di sappoi ntnent?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think any tinme a conpany like Smth &
Wesson takes that step, it is very inportant and is cause

for real encouragenent and not disappointnent. | think we
| ook to each step and try to build on it, recogni zing that
this is not a matter that we say, "Well, you ve got to

accept it because, |like disease, it's a way of life." This

is one of the nost violent countries in the world. It
doesn't have to be.

Q Ms. Reno, part of the gun |egislation, as you nentioned,
Is trigger locks. Is that any nore a priority for the

adm ni stration, given that alnost all handgun makers now
sell their firearns with trigger |ocks already in place?
Isn't that nore or less a fait acconpli now?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it is becomng so, but it's
becom ng so because of efforts around the country. And,
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again, for just putting it on a commopn-sense basis; "Look,
guys -- why don't you provide for it?" The sanme thing
shoul d be true of sales by unlicensed deal ers at gun shows.
If we require licensed dealers to ensure a Brady background
check, why not unlicensed deal ers? What difference does it
make? We're trying to do one thing -- make sure that guns
don't end up in the hands of people who are not lawfully
entitled to have them

Q Ms. Reno, if I could just follow up on trigger | ocks.

What is your feeling about what good requiring trigger

| ocks at the point of sale would do, in terns of preventing
violence, if there is no additional provision to provide a
penalty if the gun is used by soneone el se and the trigger

| ock wasn't in place? In other words, is there any

I ndication that just selling the gun with a trigger |ock
nmeans that it won't just be thrown away or stuck in a
drawer sonewhere?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It doesn't nmean that it won't be thrown
away, but if by selling the trigger lock, it is avail able,
nore easily used, and it gets people started thinking in
ternms of gun safety.

Q Ms. Reno, should the admi nistration be doing nore to help
foster sonme sort of conpromi se on the HII?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think we are trying to do everything we
can, and | think when we look at it, it's just a natter of
conmon sense.

When you get to sonmething like that, it's tinme that we al
conme together, sit down and get the thing passed.

Qls there a single reason why it's | angui shed?
ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know.

Q Ms. Reno, you've called on Congress a lot of tines to do
this, but at sone point shouldn't you turn and call on
people to literally vote? | nean, it's a question of right
now George Bush | eads anong white wonen, yet you woul d
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assune those woul d be the people who woul d be saying --

he's obvi ously an advocate of -- or not a big fan of gun
control. | nean, aren't these the people you should be
tal king to? Aren't these the people who are going to -- in

the end Congress will do what they say? R ght now Congress
does what they say, and they don't seemto be pushing them
to do gun control.

ATTY GEN. RENO | think there are going to be many people
tal ki ng about the issue in the comng elections. As you
know, | can't get involved in partisan politics. But | can
certainly speak ny mind in terns of what | think.

Q Ms. Reno, there's no doubt that in many parts of the
country, if a nmenber of Congress supports these two
nmeasures, they wll pay a high political price fromthe
NRA. How do you reverse that type of arithnetic?

ATTY GEN. RENO You try to do everything you can to nmake it
clear to people that you're not trying to take away their
hunting rifle, you're not trying to take away a firearm
you' re sinply saying, look, right nowif you went to a

| i censed gun deal er to purchase a weapon, you would have to
have a Brady check done on your background to make sure
that you didn't have a prior crimnal record that woul d
prohi bit you from having the gun, but you can go to a gun
show and go up to an unlicensed dealer and get it without a
Brady background check. W're not trying to stop you from
using a gun lawfully, legally, and if you're lawfully
authorized to do it.

QIf a nmenmber of Congress cane to you and said, "M. Reno,
|"d like to vote for this, but if I do, I"'mhistory; if I
do vote for this, will you conme to ny district and explain
to ny constituents why this was so inportant?" would you do
sonething |ike that?

ATTY GEN. RENO Wiat | amfaced with is the congressional
-- bipartisan congressional sentinent that | can't get

i nvolved in partisan politics. So if both candi dates said,
"Whul d you cone to the district and explain?" | think I

m ght be able to do it.
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Q Ms. Reno, there's been a mnority within the gun control
community lately that's been tal ki ng about a handgun ban --
peopl e |i ke Josh Sugarman of the Violence Policy Center --
sayi ng that sone of these "smart gun" technol ogies, trigger
| ocks could actually be counterproductive; that if people
start feeling safer about guns, they're nore willing to buy
them and there are nore guns in the streets and nore
accidents. How do you feel about that? That argunent seens
to be comng out nore and nore in the |ast few nonths --
that that "smart gun" technol ogy could actually be harnfu
and that there -- nothing short of an all-out ban woul d be
producti ve.

ATTY GEN. RENG | have not seen such studies that would

I ndi cate that. But obviously, any tine sonebody has
sonething that is based on good research, we'd take a | ook
at it.

Q Ms. Reno, M. Holder and M. Lee yesterday told a group
of visiting civil rights |eaders from Provi dence, Rhode

| sl and, about prelimnary inquiries into the shooting of a
police officer there and, nore broadly, into patterns and
practices by that |ocal police departnment. Sone of these
people told your officials that they hope that they can
reconcile thenselves with the attorney general's work in
the grand jury that found -- that brought no true bill,
that they want to be reassured that the investigation

| ocal |y was done properly.

So ny question for youis, is that a worthy goal of the
Justice Departnent? Is that one of your ends in |aunching
such prelimnary inquiries -- to reassure groups that the
| ocal | aw enforcenent machinery is working properly? Is
that a federal job?

ATTY GEN. RENO Under the pattern and practice jurisdiction
that we have, we can review the patterns and practices of a
police departnent. W do that to enforce the | aw, but what
we try to do, whenever possible, is to work with al
concerned to see that police practices are changed or
adapted to ensure that the use of force is used correctly,
that police practices are according to |law, and that they
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are not based on any inappropriate racial profiling.

Qls it part of your role to put sort of a Good
Housekeepi ng Seal on |local practices, in the event that you
don't go to a full- fledged investigation?

ATTY GEN. RENO W don't put seals on sonething; we really
try to suggest, because each situation is going to be
different, what can be done to address situations that

I ndi cate the need for renedies.

And we try to say, "If this is done, then you will have
achi eved what | think nost police departnents want": the
appropriate use of force, appropriate practices wth
respect to stops; and, as inportantly -- and we are trying
to work through the COPS Programin other instances --
building trust wwthin the comunity, working together with
ot her parts of the community to reweave the fabric of
comruni ty around people who are at risk.

Q Ms. Reno, when you do a pattern-and-practice

I nvestigation such as in New York and Los Angel es, how do
you stri ke the bal ance between doing that type of

I nvestigation and not unduly affecting the norale of the
depart nent ?

ATTY GEN. RENO My sense, fromtalking to police

adm ni strators and police nen and wonen who are on the |ine
across Anerica, is that they are very proud of their
profession. It is a very dangerous profession.

| have oftentines said that police have one of the nost
difficult jobs of all. They have got to nmake hard | egal
deci sions, without going to | aw school or w thout being
able to sit in their office wwth their feet propped up and
a law library at their back.

They have got to decide what to charge and how to charge
It. They have sonetinmes got to do that wwth an angry crowd
at their back, w thout a backup. They put their life on the
line for us.
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And nost people who are in policing are dedi cated public
servants. There are sone, just like there are sonme bad

| awyers and bad doctors, who contradict what the great
maj ority of police are doing across this country.

| think it's inportant for us to work together, to say:
"Look, this will save you a lot of trouble. It wll save
lives. Let's do it together. Let's work together to build
standards that everyone can be proud of and that can
protect lives, both the officer's life and the citizen's
life."

Q Ms. Reno, in the LAPD investigation where -- (Joe Lee ?)
-- and your folks are out -- going this week, was the
decision to go ahead with a lawsuit, if needed; was that a
deci si on you signed off on personally? And if so, what
finally convinced you that a | awsuit was needed?

ATTY GEN. RENO What we're going to try to do is to sit
down and work through the issues.

| can't go into the substance now, because, obviously, the

matter is pending and it will best be resolved through
di scussion, and we'll see.
Q Was than an issue -- was that a decision you signed off

on personally, the authorization for a lawsuit?
ATTY. CGEN. RENO Yes.

Q Ms. Reno, just back to Congress for a second. Many of
your prelimnary inquiries do not eventually lead to full-
fl edged i nvestigations, much | ess charges. So ny question
Is this: On both tracks here, the possible crimnal inquiry
into the shooting of this one officer and, second, the
broader patterns and practices inquiry, if they do stop
short of full-fledged investigations, is it part of your
group's job, M. Lee and M. Holder, to then reassure the
| ocal civil rights |eaders and others in the comunity
that, yes, we've |ooked into these two areas and we are
satisfied that things are working properly? O is that
inplicit, and sonmething that stops short of an
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I nvesti gation?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | always try, consistent with the laws, to
explain ny decisions so that people can have confidence in
It. One of the points that is troubling to nme is that
sonetines we can't go into it because there may be grand
jury information or there may be Privacy Act considerations
that limt by law what | can say. To the extent that | can

under the law, | try to explain what we've done and why
we've done it so that people can have confidence in the
process.

Q Speaki ng of people having confidence, why did you
suddenly repl ace the chief prosecutor in the Wn Ho Lee
case?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It seened the appropriate thing to do.
Q Can you expl ain why?
ATTY. GEN. RENO No.

Q It strikes people as odd that the guy who's been handling
it for all this tinme would suddenly be shunted off to the
side and that sonebody from headquarters woul d be i nposed
on the case.

ATTY. GEN. RENO He has not been shunted to the side.

Q Ms. Reno, onthis related matter, the decision to renew
the investigation on the former Cl A Director Deutch, was

t hat based on new evi dence that becane available, or sinply
a decision that things weren't thoroughly | ooked enough, or
what was the reasoning there?

ATTY. GEN. RENG | can't comment on it.

Q Ckay. On the so-called "love letter” virus, it's
appearing nore and nore likely that it canme from anot her
country and that it was not sonething that was injected
into the Internet in the United States. This is apparently
going to come up a lot. It's already conme up once in the
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case of Canada, now possi bly another country. Wat are the
standards by which the United States, when it is anbng nmany

ot her countries -- | nean, |ike 20 countries that were
victim zed -- decides whether or not to file charges? Do
you consult with the other countries that were -- that al so

were victinms of this, or howis that decision nmade?

ATTY GEN. RENO First of all, | becane concerned when |
took office about the ability to respond both to situations
such as this and other types of hacking, and indeed the
possibility of terrorist attacks. And we devel oped a
capacity, through our Conputer Crines Section, to start
working with international conferences, with international
groups such as the Council for Europe and others, to try to
address the issue. W had our first conference of the G8
here in Washington, of the G8 mnisters of justice, the
big industrial eight, and we focused on the issue of
cybercrinme; how we would work together on a 24-hour - a-day,
seven- day- a-week basis to identify the person and take
action, because quick action is necessary in order to trace
t he event.

W have nmade sone real progress. W followed that G 8
nmeeting up with a video conference. | think you'll recall |
had to get here at 6:30 and the Japanese had to stay till
11: 30, but it was very successful. And then this last fall
we net and again this was the subject of great discussion
at our Moscow conference. At the sane tine, | started
working with the Organi zation of Anmerican States and ny
col l eagues in this hem sphere to do what we could to
address the issue and to begin to build an understandi ng,
Wi th many countries saying, "Look, we're a | ong ways behind
you," and |I'm saying, "You can have a great conputer genius
In the smallest country in the world that can cause others
a great deal of trouble.™

The decision as to when to charge and what to do i s going
to depend on what |aws exist in the country where the
person is located. In this instance, we want to work with
the Philippine authorities in every way we can and be
supportive of them W want to nake sure that people know
that there is no safe place to hide, and that, working
together, we're going to bring people to justice.
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Q Are you concerned that in this particular case, the
Phil i ppi nes apparently had no ability to go in quickly and
sei ze the conputer, so that evidence was | ost? You've

tal ked about your neetings with the G8 and even with the
Anmerican states, but do you need to be reaching out to
other, smaller countries?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, that's what we're doing in the
process of trying to build that capacity. And it is a --
even with the larger nations, all of us have a real
responsibility to work together to create a network that is
-- ensures privacy, that ensures that the lawis done the
right way.

But we have many issues that we're going to have to
address. What happens if one country is investigating a
busi nessman in their country, they issue a -- get a search
warrant for his conputer and for data in his conputer, but
he is a custonmer of Anerica Online, where the data is
stored near Dulles airport? Does the search warrant apply
here? There are so many questions that we are worKking
through, and that's the reason | have said it is so

I nportant that we work with the private sector, with the
I ndustry, to do everything possible to ensure that this
mar vel ous nmedi um that we have, this marvel ous tool, this
mar vel ous technol ogy, is used the right way.

Q What would it take --

QD dthe -- (off mke) -- systemfall short in the
Philippines, in ternms of the speed of the investigation and
getting the search warrants?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think everything is going apace, and we
will look at it afterwards and see how we can work together

to address issues of speed.

Q What would it have taken for the Philippines' authorities
to have been able to nove nore quickly?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we want to support themin every
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way we can and nmake sure that we learn fromthis and share
our under st andi ngs.

Q But was the problemwi th their slow reactions, or was the
problemw th their | aws?

ATTY GEN. RENG That's what we need to |look at. But | think
It's inportant now that we work together and that we
support them

Q Do we have an extradition treaty with the Philippines
that would allow us to extradite any suspects in this case,
I f that decision is nmade sonmewhere down the road?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, | think that would be up to our --
what the situation is at the tinme, and we don't junp to
concl usi ons.

Q But --

ATTY GEN. RENO W want to support the Philippine
authorities in this instance.

Q But do we have an extradition treaty with the Phili ppines
that would -- that could apply in such a decision? Even if
you don't make it, is there a nmechanismin place to allow
you to nmake that --

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that's premature
Q Ms. Reno, we have a case here where, regardl ess of who
commtted the offense, regardless of where it canme from it

was clearly a problemin 20 countries.

Sonmet hing |i ke 80 percent of the conputers in Sweden were
affected, by one estimate. The British Parlianment had to

shut down its e-nmail. It was a problemall over Europe,
sone parts of Asia, here as well. Clearly, the FBI has
anong the best capacities in the world to investigate these
sorts of things. But if it cane to a -- if the decision was

made by another nation that the |aws in whatever country
the virus originated fromweren't strong enough, then
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woul dn't there be a long |ine of nations who woul d be
wlling to extradite, or would people, in this case, defer
to the United States because of our investigative
capabilities?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think you are doing a wonderful job of
expl aining what | have tried to put forth for now four
years.

It's a whole new arena that we have got to look at. Crine
Is becomng international inits origins and its
consequences as people are nore nobile, as the 'Net gives
us the opportunity that we never had before. The way |
analogize it is to say when we first started the Post al
Service, probably mail was ripped off and people didn't get
their mail, and it was essential, so that people could rely
on this system that we devel op | aws, devel op capacity to
protect the mail system to ensure privacy, to ensure that
people didn't go into the post office and open ot her
people's mail. And we've got to try to do that now wth
this new technol ogy.

One of the problens we're going to have down the road is,
okay, we've found the person, the country is willing to
extradite, but it is a small extortion, say under $30, 000
w th sonebody who has personal identifiers that he has
stolen, and the state who is prosecuting it says, "Well, we
can't afford to extradite." W've got to think in terns of
closed-circuit TV and witnesses testifying from abroad.
We've got to be really -- we've got to put a lot of thought
into how we're going to nake this worl dw de system work and
how we're going to enforce | aws.

And | am encouraged by the steps that have been taken, but
| think that we nmust nove with all deliberate speed and do
it thoroughly and w sely.

Q Ms. Reno, on Elian, the hearing is today. Did you give
your attorneys any instruction, or did you leave it to them
to do the job?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have great confidence in them
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Q And any thoughts or comments on --

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q -- the hearing today?

Q And what do you think about the school mates brought in,
and insofar as the sort of reindoctrination of Elian is
concerned? Sone have stated that this is not fair, this is

not right. But do you think he is doing all right with his
cl assmat es?

ATTY GEN. RENO Based on the reports that | have heard from
t he psychiatrist and the social worker, yes.

Q The contractor who conducted the recent analysis of the
Infrared video, at Fort Hood, filed his report with the
federal court in Waco yesterday, and it indicated that
there was no FBI gunfire. And basically, the FBI issued a
strong statenent saying, "W feel fully vindicated by the
results.” What is your coment or reaction to the study?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think that is involved in the overal
special counsel's review, and | think |I should defer to the
speci al counsel and | et himcomrent.

Q Have you gotten any indication fromhim by the way, on
when -- has he given you any indication when he thinks
he' |l be done?

ATTY GEN. RENG |I'd | et himspeak.

Q Have you been interviewed yet by hinf
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, | have.

Q Wen was that?

ATTY GEN. RENO Last week, | think.

Q And how long did it last?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know. It started at about 9:00. W
br oke several tines.

Q D d he conduct it hinself, Senator Danforth?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, he did. I'Il ask Myron to give you the
exact date.

Q Can you tell wus, just in general, the nmain points of
inquiry --

ATTY GEN. RENG No, he should --

Q-- that were discussed with --

ATTY GEN. RENG -- he should nake any comrent.

Q| have sonme good news.

QD d he say; is he finished then interview ng you?

ATTY GEN. RENO 1'd let himmake any comrent. (Laughter.)

Q CGetting back to the police m sconduct for a second, we
are hearing a lot that the Diallo investigation m ght be
comng to a close and haven't heard anything lately. What's
the status of that?

ATTY GEN. RENO It's pendi ng.
Q Do you expect that to finish up soon?
ATTY GEN. RENG | woul dn't conmment.

Q There have been sone criticisns in Los Angel es and New
York, with the pattern-and-practice investigations, about
the Justice Departnment waiting too long. In L. A for

I nstance, you have been investigating that for five years
bef ore now. Qoviously, there have been w despread

al | egati ons and evi dence of w ongdoi ng before now novi ng
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I n.
| mean, can you answer that concern, that -- why, for

instance, in L.A, didit have to take five years before
the Justice Departnent could take action?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think that's one of the great questions.
Way didn't you do this then? Wiy did you wait so | ong?

Way did you do it so soon? Way didn't you wait? (Laughter.)
Q There is sonme news from Mexico that the chief trafficker
for the Ariano (sp) Felix gang, a M. Ismael Hi gera
Querrero (sp), has been arrested in Mexico. He is under
sealed indictnent in San Diego. The first question is, wll
the United States get a chance to prosecute this gentl eman?
ATTY. GEN. RENO We will work with the Mexican authorities
In every way possible to see that an appropriate action is
taken and that justice is achieved.

Q And does this portend -- if | may just finish, briefly --
this portend further arrests and further breakup of the
Ariano (sp) Felix gang, in your opinion?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | hope so.

Q You hope so. kay.

Q Thank you very nuch.

ATTY. GEN. RENO Thank you.

END.
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