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PROCEEDI NGS

ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO Thank you, Dean, and thank you
al | .

This is a great and wonderful |aw school, and I feel it al
the nore after having had a chance to speak and talk with
sone of your coll eagues. Beth Hogan | ooked up at ne, and
she had stars in her eyes as she tal ked about the [ aw, and
there was an idealismin themall that's positively
cont agi ous.

It was 37 years ago that | stood in your place. | never
dreaned that the |law would give ne the opportunity it has
totry to make the world safer, healthier, a better, freer
place to live for all people, but it has, and it has been

t he nost wonderful opportunity that anybody coul d have. |
ask of you, do not |ose the idealismthat | have seen in
this group today. Carry it forward. War it as a banner and
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enjoy the law and all its challenges as nuch as | have.

But | would like to challenge us all, the profession,

Nort hwest ern Law School, Northwestern University, alumi,
and those who graduate today, for we have a gol den
opportunity to enhance the rule of law, to build better
communities and to ensure a safer, freer nation if we use
the aw and the work that's done here at Northwestern in
the right way.

The Center for Wongful Conviction, The Children and Fam |y
Justice Center, The Center for International Human Ri ghts
are all exanples of great efforts that you have undert aken.

And your strategic plan caught ny eye: Pronote the faculty
to scholarship, not only infornms and chal | enges students,
academ a and the profession, but also contributes to
resolving the | eading issues of the day. | |ike that and
woul d like to challenge you to consider two | eadi ng issues
of the day at which faculty, graduates and all of us can
engage in a nore effective manner than we have.

Crime is down now eight years in a rowin this country, but
it is still far too high and there is still too nuch
violence. Children in the United States are nearly 12 tines
nore likely to die froma gunshot wound than children in
the 25 other wealthiest industrialized nations in the
worl d. Viol ence does not have to be.

And from 1992 to 1996, this city had 3,063 gun hom ci des,
Toronto, of equal size, had 100. Viol ence does not have to
be in this nation if we approach it in the right direction.
But what we've tended to do is send the prosecutor out to
prosecute and get a conviction and think they've won the
battl e when they send the person off to jail. And send the
public defender out to protect and defend, and he or she
thinks that they have done so when they get their clients
off on a notion to dismss or notion to suppress,
forgetting the fact that the person is in the grips of a
drug addiction. That's the worst prison than any one we
woul d send hi mto.
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The street worker who engages in prevention doesn't work

Wi th the school teacher. The corrections officer is off by
hinsel f. The policeman is trying his best under difficult
ci rcunstances. We have not been educated to deal with the
whol e picture as it relates to crine in this nation and our
community, and there is no real training in the

uni versities of our country that teaches us how to | ook at
the picture as a whole and connect the pieces.

And Cvil Rights, we nust do everything we can to guard
agai nst discrimnation, to address the issue of racial
profiling, and to consider the lack of diversity in this
nation, but we choose to do it so often by litigation.
There is no one that prepares us for giving every Anmerican
the tool, fromthe tine they are born, to growin a strong
and positive way and participate in the opportunity of
Aneri ca.

| urge this great university, this | aw school, and nost of
all, those who are graduating today, to take the lead in
addressing the | eading i ssues of the day by | ooking beyond
narrow specialties and the law, to | ook at the whole
probl em of crime and unequal treatnment in this country; to
teach us to work together between disciplines in a unified
manner with the academ a, wth other professions, with the
peopl e of this country; to address the problens and to
teach | eaders to be nmanagers and vol unteers to serve
comruni ties and knowi ng how to organi ze so that we | ook at
the problemas a whole. That woul d include crim nal
justice, public health -- you need a public health school,
President, to go with your wonderful efforts in the
crimnal justice -- education, science, psychol ogy, soci al
wor ks, statistics, managenent -- |awers don't know how to
manage -- nedicine, nental health.

Nort hwestern coul d reach out to others and could work with
community col |l eges across the country to help Anerica
address t hese i ssues.

And then | suggest, Larry, if you go back to the

"Washi ngton Post" or wherever you go, and it's just going
to be that way, you can, with the spirit that you exhibited
here, and your colleagues, with the spirit that | have
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seen, can neke a difference in your comunities if you're
going to be the best transaction | awer who never | ooks at
crimnal justice, but you can help a community define
itself in a way that nuch nore effectively addresses the

I ssue of crinme in Anerica.

Define the community, identify resources, and consider the
whol e picture. Ensure public confidence in the traditional
Institutions. Lawers are not very good at expl aining

t hensel ves or the law or the system Explain what you do so
people wi Il have confidence in why you are doing it.
Nothing is nore frustrating than a prosecutor suggesting
that we can't prosecute a case for a variety of reasons,
and then not being able to explain why they can't prosecute
the case. The public doesn't understand.

Communicate in small, old words that create the noral force
of the law. That is really the power behind it. Lawis
i ssued fromthe will of mankind. It's issued fromthe

peopl e. They're franmed by nmutual confidence, and they're
sanctioned fromthe |ight of reasoning. They have to cone
fromthe whole, not just fromsone | egislature or sone

j udge handi ng down the | aw.

Sur prisingly enough, caneras in the courtroomcreate an
understanding if done right. It is so inportant that we are
accountable as we explain the | aw

In policing, we can do so nuch nore if we look at it in an
interdisciplinary way, and if we look at it fromthe point
of view of what universities and the professions can do
together. Police officers can learn to conmuni cate nore
effectively by tone of voice, by body |anguage.

To talk to young people who have been in trouble, they say
one thing they nost need is sonebody to talk to, sonebody
who under stands how hard it is to grow up in America today,
sonebody that knows how to treat themw th respect, w thout
putting them down, sonebody who knows when to give thema
pat on the back and when to give thema firmno.

How we do this can be enhanced by psychol ogi sts wor ki ng
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with police officers as they train, by young peopl e and
police officers comng together to learn howto talk to
each other. This university and others could be great
forces in taking policing to a new | evel that we have not
known in its nost effective manner.

The | evel of problem solving, of |ooking at problens in
communities that cause crine, that's identifying people who
are in trouble, the comunities that are in trouble and
desi gning prograns within that nei ghborhood or on that

bl ock that nmake a difference.

Prosecutors. This | aw school has taken the |lead, and this
uni versity has taken the | ead through the center for naking
sure that innocent people don't get prosecuted. But are
prosecutors taught around this country regularly howto
avoid the charging of an innocent person? Are they taught
about the problens associated wth eyew tness testinony?
Are they taught about what has happened in previous cases
wher e peopl e have been proven innocent, what caused the
guilty conviction to take place? Are they taught the tools
of science?

Let us bring the scientists and the prosecutors together,
not when they develop the first case in which they're going
to use DNA, but regularly throughout their education so
that we nake sure that innocent people are not prosecuted.

And | et us always make sure that we prosecute the guilty
according to principles of due process and fair play.

Then let us build partnerships. The feds used to cone down
when | was a |l ocal prosecutor and say, W want this, this
and this. And we know better than you, and we'll give you
this grant if you do that. And we used to | ook at them and
say, Wat do you know about M am ? What do you know about
Its needs and resources and its problens? Wiy don't you
listen to us and forma two-way street in which we can

sol ve the probl em together?

Desi gn a conprehensive effort. There's a tendency in this
world to go fromextrene to extrene w thout ever stopping
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Wi th a proper balance. First, it's rehabilitation, then
it's put themall in prison and throw the key away, and
nobody thinks that there m ght be a bal ance in between
where prevention, punishnment, after care, intervention,
treatnent are all essential parts of the equation.

Then it is inportant to get the facts. W tend to pursue
the crimnal justice problemand the crine problemwth
just a lead here and a |lead there. A detective gets a | ead,
turns it over to the prosecutor, they work together
bui | ding the case, and they take out the tenth nost

| nportant drug organization in the comunity, while nunber
one through nine are flourishing.

Let us use our automation that we have today. Let us use

the analytical skills that we have today to anal yze the
crime in a comunity. Is it a drug organization? Is it
donmestic violence? Is it child abuse? Is it a youth gang?
What is the problen? Wiere is it occurring, and what census
track? Howis it happening? Wiat is this arnmed career
crimnal doing? Do we need to renew our efforts agai nst hinf

Let us use our smarts to identify what the problemreally
I's, then | et us understand the denobgraphics in the
community for the next ten years. Are we going to see an

I ncrease in the nunber of young people? That's a dangerous
sign if we already are confronted by youth viol ence. That
means that we've got to put nore enphasis on prevention
prograns for those younger than 12 and work together with
everyone concerned to focus on the 13-year-olds.

Are we seeing an increase in elder abuse? Are the nunber of
el derly increasing? How do we react? How do we design a
community that focuses on the whol e?

And then we've got to take what resources we have and focus
themin the w sest manner possible. And you, as |awers
fromthis | aw school, have an opportunity to nmake a

di fference.

Let us start with zero to three. And you say, Wiy zero to
three? If 50% of all |earned human response is learned in
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the first year of life, if the concept of reward and

puni shnment is developed in the first three years, what good
are all the prisons going to be 20 years fromnow if that
chil d does not understand puni shnment? What good are all the
great educational institutions going to be? And what good
Is affirmati ve action going to be if that child never
learns in that first year the | earned responses that are so
critical?

W have got to nmake sure as we address these ages that
parents are ol d enough, w se enough and financially able
enough to properly care for a child. People talk glibly
about teaching parenting skills. You don't teach parenting
skills in one course, but universities across this country
coul d better informyoung parents and better informus as
to how we get young parents to be better parents.

But one of the keys that no university systemis going to
sol ve, because it hasn't solved the problemfor itself, but
what we are going to have to solve, and it is going to be
your great challenge, is how we create tine in our

wor kpl ace and give both parents the opportunity for

prof essi onal advancenent, while at the sanme tine providing
quality tinme with their children.

| remenber ny afternoons after school and in the
summertinme, ny nother taught us to play baseball, to bake
cakes, to appreci ate Beet hoven's Synphony. She spanked us
and loved us with all of her heart and taught us to play
fair, and there's no childcare in the world that will ever
be a substitute for her in our life.

As you go out, either with elderly parents who need | ove
and care, or with children that come into this world, make
sure that you tell those enpl oyers, what have you got to
say about famly life and opportunity to be with children?
Not just in those first three years, but for the soccer
game and the school recital and all the times that cone

t hereafter?

| f we can send a person to the noon, this nation ought to
be able to organize itself so that parents can spend
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quality tinme with their children and still hold the
position as Attorney General.

Let this great nedical school work with this great |aw
school, with others, to see how we design a programthat
makes sure that every child in America has proper prenatal
care and proper healthcare. It is wong for a nation of
this wealth to not have that exist.

The child who watches his father beat his nother even at
the earliest of Iife cones to accept violence as a way of
life. This nation has begun to focus on donestic viol ence,
but doctors, |awyers, nust start nuch earlier in the
crimnal justice system and we nust | ook at the whol e

pi cture and organi ze ourselves better by getting doctors to
figure out what they do when they first see a patient to
warn them about the problens associated with donestic

vi ol ence, and people know that this is unacceptabl e and
that they do not have to accept it and that there are

al ternatives through shelters and ot herw se.

But this nation has got to cone to grips with the problem
and as we have seen crinme go down eight years in a row,
we've got to see donestic violence go down in this nation.

And in public schools, they can do so nuch, but sonething

Is wong with the nation that pays its football players in
the six digit figures and pays its school teachers what we
pay them

And in safety, we can do so nuch in terns of truancy
prevention and other efforts if educators understand the
crimnal justice systemand vice versa and exchange

I nformation in appropriate ways.

Let us take our enforcenent apparatus and figure out what
the nost inportant priorities are. Design wth federal,
state and | ocal authorities efforts at surgically getting
at the crine problens that are nost inportant in the
comunity, and |let us be prepared, as we have never been
before, to deal with the issues of cyber crine. Again, the
| aw school, the university systens, can do so nuch, both in
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terns of preventing cyber crinme and working together with
us to help solve these terrible situations.

W can do the sane in Cvil R ghts. W can give to young
peopl e opportunities that they didn't have. Wiy do we wait
until we consider affirmative action in | aw school and
universities? Wy don't we start considering affirmative
action when children cone into the world and nmake sure that
they are prepared fromthe begi nning?

| f we |ook at the whole picture, we can nake a nore
effective difference in both these |eading i ssues of the
day.

But, finally, for all that we do, we nust do nore.

It has been a privilege for ne to neet with ny coll eagues
fromthe enmergi ng denocraci es of Eastern Europe, to see the
stars in their eyes and the joy in their voice as they talk
about the wonderful initiative that they have undertaken to
bri ng denocracy to their country. And then | see the
frustration, and | see them stunble and fail on too many
occasi ons.

| see established denocracies struggling to cone out of a
tyranny that devel oped. Do not take your denocracy and your
freedons for granted. Cherish them and give them your best.
That neans supporting the rule of |aw. That neans speaki ng
out, speaking out against hatred in this nation, hatred
that underm nes the very fabric of our society. Haters are
cowar ds, and when confronted, they will back down.

The rule of law and majority rule will not work unless we
establish stronger foundations of nutual understandi ng and
tol erance, and that requires that we speak out positively,
candidly and constructively, not w thout vindictiveness and
spite, but with purpose, with collegiality, with

t hought ful ness. Unless we do, we will see segnents of
society alienated, outraged, and violent.

Let us work together to listen to each other with a
listening ear, to talk with respect, to understand and try
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to put ourselves in the shoes of others, and go forth to
lead this land we | ove, and to build stronger comunities
and to give the children that cone today the opportunities
for tonorrow.

You are a wonderful group of |awers. \Wen people ask ne
about the |egal profession, | have only but to | ook at the
new | awyers that | have net in this year and feel very
confident that the profession is in great and abl e hands.
Go and have a good tinme with the | aw.

(Whereupon, at 2:56 p.m the statenent was

concluded.)

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/051400agnorthwestern.htm (10 of 10) [4/28/2009 10:33:21 AM]



	usdoj.gov
	05-14-00: REMARKS AT NORTHWESTERN LAW SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY STATEMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO


