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Q (Fed in progress) -- about security of buildings around
town, when were you briefed on it, and what was your
response?

ATTY GEN. RENO The day before yesterday. "Let's do
sonet hi ng about it."

Q The allegation was that in the case of the -- the Justice

Departnment was not the only building, but in the case of
the Justice Departnent and the FBI, they were able to get
in using, | guess, as in all the buildings, false |IDs,
declaring that they were police. Have security practices
been changed as a result of this report?

ATTY GEN. RENG Yes.
Q Can you say in any way -- in what way?

ATTY GEN. RENG No, |'ve been told that | shouldn't tell
peopl e how to get in the building. (Laughter.)

Q One of the -- why would that be, do you suppose?
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(Laughter.) One of the allegations was that the fol ks
posing fromthe GAO were actually able to drive a van into
the Justice Departnment courtyard. What was your concern
about that?

ATTY GEN. RENO Again, | think any tinme you can create a
situation that m ght make -- create a security problemor
create a situation where people could gain access
unwarrantedly, we should do sonet hing about it.

Q Were you surprised at how easy it apparently was for them
to get in here and at the FBI and the CIA and the State
Depart nent ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | was surprised that there were so many.

Q Are you at all troubled by the methods that were used or
the way this was done?

ATTY GEN. RENO | just hope they've checked everybody.

QD dthey -- did those intruders that were your "friends"
-- posing as your friends fromMam -- did they penetrate
your office?

ATTY GEN. RENO | understood they stood at the doorway
there and | ooked at the conference room

Q(Of mke.) Wuld that be the normal protcol in these
matters?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think there is a normal protocol
for a case |like that.

Q Do you think they did -- is this a good thing that has
happened?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think any tinme you expose
vul nerabilities, it's a good thing.

Q Ms. Reno, you're supposed to go Florida |ater today. Wat
ki nd of reception do you expect to get?
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ATTY GEN. RENO A m xed.
(Short audi o break.)

Q What do you think of Elian and his dad noving into the
District?

ATTY GEN. RENG | understand that they have found We
renote and that they want to nove in.

Q Do you have any security concerns about that?
ATTY GEN. RENO | think the marshals are addressing that.

Q Ms. Reno, what is the function of the marshals, at al
times maintaining a presence with Juan M guel and his
famly? Why are they doing that?

ATTY GEN. RENO To ensure security.

Qls it also to make sure that the court order is abided
by?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think everybody is doing everything they
can on both sides to see that it is.

Q Ms. Reno, | understand that -- (off mke) -- Florida
today. This is your first trip honme since the Elian
situation. Any concerns? Are you | ooking forward to the
trip?

ATTY GEN. RENOG Yes. Any tine | go honme, | |look forward to
it.
Q Do you plan any neetings with the exile community while

you're there?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amgoing to be talking with sone nedi a
t hat have asked for the opportunity, and | have told
everybody that when the tinme is appropriate, we will try to
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make tinme to have those neetings.

Ql"'msorry. | just want to follow up. (Of mke) --
denonstrations, do you plan neeting wth sonme peopl e that
expressed opposition to --

ATTY. GEN. RENO That was the question, then. Wat | have
said is we have suggested to those that are trying to
figure out what can be done to -- Excuse ne; | need to just
| ook at Pierre. (Laughter.) | want to do -- | don't want to
do anyt hing precipitous, and what | have told everyone is
that when the tinme is right, when peopl e think that

ci rcunstances and feelings are right, | would want to do
anything that | coul d.

Q So you feel like you have to wait until things die down a
little bit, until people's feelings are calnmed a little bit
nor e?

ATTY. GEN. RENO To do what?
Q Before neeting with the conmmunity?

ATTY. GEN. RENO I'd like to neet wth them when they think
it's best to neet with them

Q So you --

ATTY. GEN. RENO You wouldn't want ne to neet wth you and
force nyself on you if you didn't want to neet with ne.

Q (Chuckles.) So you're going to wait for their signal?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | want to do it in a reasonable

t hought ful way that respects feelings and tensions and

gi ves people time to talk out issues, and then | want to
make clear that it is an extraordinary community. It's one
| love, and | want to do everything | can to support it and
to make it -- bring it together again.

Q Ms. Reno, may | ask a question? You apparently have put
Taiwan on the national security list and |listed that nation
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as a threat country to the United States intelligence. The
country's representative office, the de facto enbassy in
Washi ngt on, has since cone out denying that they had
supported or were ever involved in any illegal intelligence-
gat hering, any -- activities. | amwondering whether you'd
of fer any comment ?

ATTY. GEN. RENO No, | amsorry. | can't.

Q This news in the Washington Tines article yesterday cane
as a surprise to a lot of people, both in this country and
Tai wan, because the Taiwanese are generally considered as a
friendly nation to the States -- to the United States. |I'm
wonderi ng whet her you can comment on whether there is
anyt hi ng that Tai wan has done over the last few years to
make Tai wan, you know, get on that list?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It would be inappropriate for ne to
conment .

Q Can you confirmthe existence of -- (off mke)?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It would be inappropriate for ne to
comment .

Q Senator Specter indicated yesterday that it wll be
necessary for you to testify before his commttee, which is
continuing to |l ook into the background of nmenos that were
witten during the early stages of the investigation. WII
you testify, or have you been asked yet to testify in the
Rul es Commttee?

ATTY. GEN. RENO. Not to nmy know edge. | always try to
accommpdate the Senate's interest in oversight.

Q Al so, one other oversight question. Congressman Hyde
apparently is getting inpatient and has been asking for

I nformation fromthe Justice Departnent, which relates to
I nformati on that m ght have been given to the Wite House
rel ated upon grand juries; and how | believe that he is
asking that that information be provided within the | ast
three weeks or so. Are you famliar with that request? Do
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you think you will be able to conply?
ATTY. GEN. RENO Yes. Yes.

QIf I may follow up on Terry's question, what -- has there
been t hroughout the Justice Departnent's history tines when
the Departnent shared grand jury material with the

presi dent ?

And if so -- | gather there was a nmeno from OLC about it,
but how could it be done, given the federal rule, Rule 6-e?

ATTY GEN. RENO There has been an OLC nenpb. Apparently it
did not change the practice that had existed. The president
has the authority and the responsibility to see that the

| aws of the United States are faithfully executed, to
conduct foreign policy, and to defend the national security
of the country. And if there is information that goes to
that, the -- that's what the O.LC nenorandum addr esses.

Q So have there been tines when informati on has been
shar ed?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are going through it in detail to see
just what we can find in terns of the instances that we may
be aware of.

QBut is it a practice rarely invoked?
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.

Q Can you even estimate how many tines it's happened during
your tenure?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't estimate, but it is very |imted.

Q Going back to the security issue for just a nonent,

agai n, beyond just the Justice Departnent and the FBI, for
all federal buildings, this conmes not at a tine when the
country is |ax about security but cones at a tine after the
Okl ahoma Gty bonbi ng, when federal building security was
tightened, in a city where terrorist threats are al nost a
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daily occurrence. Is it surprising that this teamfrom GAO
was so easily able to really waltz right in, in

pl ai ncl ot hes, using phony ID, to so many federal buil dings,
given all this enphasis on security in the past couple of
year s?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.

Q Ms. Reno --
Q What -- (laughter) -- well, what does that say, then?
That not enough was -- has been done?

ATTY GEN. RENO What it says is that we nmust review the
processes, which we have done, see what can be done to
prevent it, but also to recognize that there is just so
much you can do if you have people who are -- who

under stand how t he system works, understand sonme of the
I ssues, and try to do it in a very intentional, very
nmet hodi cal way.

| can renmenber the first tine | canme to this building. |
think it was about 1978 or '79. You could wal k right in,
wal k ar ound.

You could ook at the art and the nurals. It was a public
bui | di ng.

| think one of the great issues is, "How does a denocracy
provi de openness for all the people to appreciate their
public buildings and yet provide the security for the
peopl e who work here and for the information that they
have?" It is one of the great bal ances of a denocratic
society and one that we are going to, as | indicate, take
steps to see that we address in terns of security, while at
the sanme tine giving people appropriate access.

Qls this departnent doing anything to make it tougher to
get fake IDs on the Internet, which is a boom ng busi ness?

ATTY GEN. RENO W' re review ng that.
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QWll, in particular on that, does it worry that if the
CIA and the FBI can't figure out who is a real |aw
enforcenent officer or not, how would you suspect an every-
day, ordinary citizen that doesn't have special training to
be able to tell the difference between a real FBI agent and
a fake one?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amnot going to tell you how we do it.
(Laughter.)

Q Just to follow up on that -- | guess it was Eric's
question -- when you said you were reviewing the false ID
gquestion -- you actually said that better than | did -- but

does this nean that you are | ooking into whether the
provision of this software on the Internet could be a
crinme?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amjust looking at it to see how you --
when sonebody said they did this off the Internet, | want
to understand how they did it.

Qls this sonmething you are | ooking at because of the GAO
report -- (inaudible) -- were looking at it?

ATTY GEN. RENG No; because of the GAO report.

Qls there any possibility that the people who offered this
software coul d be prosecuted? |Is that part of what you are
| ooki ng at?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, that's what we just asked. And | am
just looking at it to find out howit was done.

Q But are you looking at to see if prosecutions could be
brought, in addition to seeing --

ATTY GEN. RENO If we devel oped any evidence that there was
a crime, we would ook at it. But right now, |I amjust
| ooking at it to see howthey did it.

Q Ms. Reno, do you think part of the issue was playing upon
the camaraderie of the | awenforcenent officials? Do you
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think that played a role in why the two were able to get
I nsi de sone of these buil dings?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know.

Q Doesn't it seem pl ausi bl e though -- presumably, if they
were posing as journalists, it mght not have been as easy

(laughter) --

ATTY GEN. RENO If they were posing as journalists who were
good friends of ny brother's from New York, or sonething

like that, | don't know. (Laughter.) Renenber, | have a
bias in favor of journalists -- (laughter) -- nost of the
tine.

(Laughter.)

Q Sonetinmes we forget. (Laughs.)

ATTY GEN. RENO How coul d you? (Laughter.)

Q Ms. Reno, what is the status of this review of the death
penalty, howit's being carried out -- well, not carried
out, but how deat h-penalty decisions have been decided in
the federal systenf

| know that Deputy Attorney Ceneral Hol der had told us
about this sone nonths ago, that there was a review on the
way.

What's the status of that?

ATTY GEN. RENO It's conti nui ng.

Q Can you indicate what stage you're in at this point?
ATTY GEN. RENO We're in discussion with the U S

attorneys. | wll be discussing it at the conference, the
annual conference. We're getting additional data and we're
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| ooking at all aspects of it.
Q What kinds of data are you asking for?

ATTY GEN. RENG Data that would informus as to the neans,
the fairness, the appropriateness of the death penalty.

Qls this in addition to data that you've already
col | ected?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes. | wouldn't be collecting it again if |
had al ready collected it.

Q| understand that, but | don't --

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, then | didn't understand your
guesti on.

QIf you think there are serious questions that are still
unresol ved, then --

ATTY GEN. RENO | think any tinme you ask for the death
penalty, there are serious questions. And we have got to
constantly | ook at what we do to nmake sure that it's right
under the |aw.

Q To Waco. And pardon ne for going back to that, but --
ATTY GEN. RENO That's quite all right.

QAIl right, ma'am Was there an order that you, yourself,
gave that m ght have been construed -- this is on the day
of the gassing, the day that the tanks were penetrating the
structure. Was there an order that, after the gassing, at
sone point there would be denolition by those vehicles of
the conpound, or is that sonething that you did not okay?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | have said on nunerous occasi ons
since | asked Senator Danforth to undertake the rol e of

speci al counsel, | should not comment while he is
conducting it, so that he can -- | can ensure his
I ndependence.
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Q| see. And have you any idea -- has he been in touch with
you since he interviewed you? And has he informed you as to
a tinetable for the conpletion of his work?

ATTY GEN. RENO He shoul d comment on any aspect of the
matter.

Q Ckay. | ndeed.

Q Ms. Reno, have you received any reports about apparently
a fairly horrific shooting in New York, a botched robbery?

Have you heard any reports about that this norning?
ATTY GEN. RENG No, | haven't.

Q Any thoughts on the case being dropped agai nst Linda
Tripp? Do you think that was the right course of action --
(of f mke)?

ATTY GEN. RENO |'mnot famliar with the details of the
case, so it would be inappropriate for me to comrent.

Q Ms. Reno, are you confident the Filipino authorities wll
be able to take sone sort of action in the Love Bug
I nvesti gation?

ATTY GEN. RENO W're working with them and we're going to
do everything we can to see that justice is done.

Q And is extradition still being actively discussed as an
option there?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's premature to consider that. |
think we've got to work together to see what should be done
and then take all appropriate action.

Ql'd Ilike to ask a question about your post-Justice
Departnent career -- (off mke). (Laughter.) You were in --
| know this cones up periodically, obviously. You were in a
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press conference wth Senator Schuner |ast week, and he
said, it appeared only half jokingly, he'd |love to see you
on the Suprenme Court. Do you have any interest in putting
of f your cross-country trip?

(Soft | aughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO | was touched that Senator Schumer --
(audi o break from source).

Q (Audi o break fromsource) -- left in office. Is there
anything in particular that you hope to finish up, anything
that's still pending you want to acconplish?

ATTY GEN. RENO There's nothing that's finally finished,

but one of the things that | want to continue to pursue is
to do everything | can to develop in this country an
attitude towards crinme that is bipartisan and thoughtful in
its discussion; that's constructive in its inplenentation,
that's bal anced between puni shnent and prevention and after-
care and reentry; that uses data, intelligence, information
to figure out what is the crine problemin a conmunity,
rather than just following a |lead that nay take you to a

| ess inportant crimnal organization, and then to use that

i nformation correctly under the |aw and the Constitution,
to say, "Ckay, now, locals, you take this case; feds, take
this; and do what's right, in the interest of the
community."

|'"d like to see us address the different types of crine.
|'"d like to see us renew our efforts in terns of donestic
vi ol ence because, as you've heard ne say on many occasi ons,
unless we end it in the hone, we will never end viol ence on
the streets and in the conmmunities of Anerica.

| think we have a chance to end the culture of violence in
this country, and I'd like to nake sure that we're on the
road to that and on the road to never ever becom ng

conpl acent or accepting about crine in the vol une that
we've had it again.

|'d like to nake sure that | have in place a systemthat
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wll give at least a five-year plan for how we deal wth
the issues of cybercrinme, both at the federal level and in
partnership with state and | ocal governnents.

|'"d like to do everything | could to nmake sure that the
rel ati onshi ps that we have tried to devel op around the
world are on a sound footing, at |least fromthe vantage
poi nt of what we have committed to do.

There are so nmany different issues, but | just want to
| eave the departnent in sound shape for whoever cones next.

Q And when do you expect that you would resign your office?
Do you have a target date?

ATTY GEN. RENO | never targeted that. (Laughter.) | take
it a day at a tinme. (Laughter.)

Q Wuld it be after inauguration or -- depending on the --

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't speculate on that. | just take it a
day at a tine.

Thank you all.
Q Thank you very nuch.

END.
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