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Q Ms. Reno, | imagine the vice president is hopping mad
this norning. In the mddle of a presidential canpaign, a
report cones out on the Justice Departnent that a top
prosecutor has nade a prelimnary recommendati on that you
appoi nt a special counsel to investigate the vice
president's statenents.

| think it would be inconceivable that this devel opnent
woul d take place w thout sone new i nformation being
devel oped, sonething other than what you have | ooked at and

rejected in the past. Can you tell, not just the reporters,
but the Anerican people, who will judge the vice president
in the fall, whether sonme new information is propelling

this | atest devel opnent?

ATTY GEN. RENO The npbst inportant thing in any
I nvestigation, particularly in this time of year, is that

we conduct an investigation the right way -- not in the
headl i nes, not with pressure from people who nay have
differing views -- but just do it right -- nethodically,
carefully, without commenting on it -- and get it done as

qui ckly as possi ble, and then make what ever decisions are
t he correct decisions, based on the evidence and the | aw.
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If we let sone in the nedia -- never you -- (chuckles) --
push i nappropriately w thout know ng the facts, if we |et
peopl e think that because they | eak sonething, they can
pressure us into decisions, that just won't work. W have
got to do this as objectively and as carefully as possi bl e,
and that's what | amcommtted to doing.

Q Ms. Reno, in all due respect, the political damage to the
vi ce president has al ready occurred.

The headlines this norning took care of that. R ght now
you' re not just talking to a bunch of reporters who are
| ooking for headlines; you're talking to the Anerican
people, who will vote in the presidential election.

ATTY GEN. RENO That's why | | ook that way. (Laughter.)

QWuldn't it be fair, not only to the public but to the
vice president hinself, if the departnent was as upfront
and as detailed about this investigation or inquiry, or
what ever you want to call it, as possible?

ATTY GEN. RENG The worst thing you can do in an

I nvestigation is dribble it out, piece by piece, wthout
presenting the whole and w thout conpleting the whole. And
that's what |'mdetermned to do. | don't want to present
hal f - f act s.

| don't want to present a piece here and a piece there that
may not be subsequently corroborated. | want to do it the
ri ght way.

QM. Reno --

Q Ms. Reno, have you received any allegations of m sconduct
agai nst nmenbers of the canpaign finance task force over the
| eaking of information to Senator Specter?

ATTY GEN. RENO. No, | have not.

Q Ms. Reno, can you say when the recommendati on was made to
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you? Was it | ast week?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't comment on any timng with respect
to any details of an investigation.

Q Ms. Reno, you've nmade a nunber of independent -- you've
sought a nunber of independent counsels. But sone of the
critics say that there seens to be nore scrutiny, nore
careful consideration when it conmes to the vice president
and the president.

What do you say to those critics?
ATTY GEN. RENO That there is nore -- ?

Q More scrutiny, nore careful consideration when it's
regardi ng the president and vice president.

ATTY GEN. RENG All | can tell you that -- fromny personal
point of view, the tine that | have spent on every

I ndependent counsel issue, for anybody concerned, has been
I ntense and as thorough as | possibly could nake it.

Q Ms. Reno, what is to prevent -- under your guidelines,
under Justice Departnent guidelines, prevent the FBI from
surveyi ng any public dispute between two groups of
politicians about an event, bringing one of those
politicians in for questioning, and then saying, because
they in effect side with the other side in saying, "Wll,
that person made a false statenent” -- | nean, doesn't that
at sonme point becone a tool of intimdation? Do you have
anyt hi ng that governs that process?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | want to try to do is, by ny conduct,
by nmy action, by trying to do the investigation the right
way, by trying to keep it out of the headlines, | want to
make sure that people are not intimdated, that things are
not pieceneal, provided in a way that does not get to the
whole truth. | want to try to nake sure that investigations
get to the truth and that justice is done.

Q| think what he was tal ki ng about was the possibility
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that the FBI, in pursuing what sone people call just a
scandal, not a crine, the vice president's participation in
this Hsi Lai Tenple fundraiser, which arguably did not
consist of any crime but is politically enbarrassing -- if
the FBI were to keep asking questions, aren't they sort of
setting himup?

ATTY GEN. RENO And | want to nmake sure, not in the context
of this particular case, but any case, that nobody is set
up, that the matter is done correctly, and that through the
deci sions | nmake, | ensure an objective, fair, proper,

prof essional investigation that gets to the ultimate end,
which is justice.

Q Ms. Reno, on this timng, how concerned are you, whatever
you deci de, whatever course you take, about affecting a
presidential election? This is a different type of decision
you' ve been confronted with than before, because of the
timng of this, and the fact that the vice president is the
presunptive Denocratic nom nee for president.

ATTY GEN. RENO | want to nmke sure that the investigation

I's done the right way, that it is done to seek justice, and
that it is done fairly, so that it does not interfere with

t he denocratic process.

Q Have you directly spoken with M. Conrad on this subject
yet ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't discuss what | -- who | talk wth.

Q Ms. Reno, would you have to find that there was sonme type
of crinme or sone -- at |least the possibility of a crine
regarding the Hsi Lai Tenple incident, or would it be
enough to appoint a special prosecutor sinply because there
are -- there's good evidence that the vice president may
have lied during this interview?

ATTY GEN. RENG It -- the regs provide that -- attorney
general or, in cases in which the attorney general is
recused, the acting attorney general will appoint a special

counsel when he or she determ nes that cri m nal
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I nvestigation of the person or matter is warranted, and
that investigation or prosecution of that person or matter
by a United States attorney's office or litigating division
of the Departnent of Justice would present a conflict of
interest for the departnent or other extraordi nary

ci rcunstances, and that under the circunstances it would be
in the public interest to appoint an outside speci al

counsel to assune responsibility for the matter.

It goes on to say that when matters are brought to the
attention of the attorney general that m ght warrant

consi deration of appointnment of a special counsel, the
attorney general may A, appoint a special counsel; B,
direct that an initial investigation consisting of such
factual inquiry or legal research as the attorney general
deens appropriate be conducted in order to better inform
the decision; or C, conclude that under the circunstances
of the matter, the public interest would not be served by
renovi ng the investigation fromthe normal processes of the
departnent and that the appropriate conponent of the
departnment should handle the matter.

Q Have we al ready done B?
ATTY. GEN. RENOG | don't comment on what |'ve done.

QBut, I nmean, if -- we know M. Conrad has already -- I'm
just wondering if -- that's if an allegation conmes in over
the transom

Was the fact that there is already a canpaign finance task
force -- M. Conrad has said in his testinony to Senator
Specter's commttee that he's investigated this -- does
that nmean that B has al ready happened?

ATTY. GEN. RENG | don't comrent.
Q Ckay.
ATTY. GEN. RENG | don't comment --

Q(Cross talk) -- if I could follow up? So the only
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standard in the regulations is "if an investigation is
warranted,"” so it's a very open-ended kind of standard?

ATTY. GEN. RENO That's not the only standard. If the

I nvestigation is warranted, and the investigation or
prosecution would present a conflict of interest or other
extraordi nary circunstances, and, under the circunstances,
It would be in the public interest to appoint a special
counsel .

Q The first, sort of, trip-wire, "warranted,"” is not
ot herwi se narrowed down? It's very discretionary.

ATTY. GEN. RENO That's correct.

QIn two previous instances, one involving the vice
president, one involving M. Freeh, in which there were
qguestions about fal se statenents involving briefing
docunents that seemed to contradict things that were said,
you operated under the then- independent counsel statute.
|s this a very different standard you're operating under
now, or are you basically using the sanme kind of criteria?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO. The two are different, and |'ve spelled
out here what the regul ati ons provi de.

Q Well, can you explain how different they are?

ATTY. GEN. RENO The | ndependent Counsel Act had sone
specific steps which required, with a covered person, that
the act be triggered and that it prevented the attorney
general of the Departnment of Justice fromtaking certain
steps, such as using the grand jury and the |ike.

Q Ms. Reno, we are entering the final phase of the

presi dential canpaign. Can you explain to the Anmerican
public how you go about neking these deci sions,
particularly the issue of conflict of interest? Because
It's been well-docunented -- Freeh has said that the
Justice Departnent has an inherent conflict of interest on
these matters. And again, the tine of the year does seemto
play in terns of the significance of the upcom ng deci sion
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you have to nmke.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | try to look at facts, and | am now
tal ki ng about an investigation generally; | amnot talKking
about specifics or a specific decision, whether it be a
speci al counsel, whether it be a decision to charge or not

to charge.

Those are the issues that | | ook at when it cones to ne. |
take all the evidence that | have, all the information that
| have.

| ook at the | aw

| hear fromall the people who have expressed opinions or
gi ve them an opportunity to be heard fromor read their
menor andum

| ook at the regs that may govern a particul ar situation.
| try to be as thorough as | possibly can.

And then | make the best judgnent | can based on the
evi dence and the |aw and go forward.

Q Ms. Reno, how inportant -- how nuch weight do you give to
the fact that now, not only Louis Freeh, but two different
peopl e who are your subordi nates, charged with headi ng up
this investigation, have now cone to this concl usion?

These are peopl e presunably, that you have confidence in;
ot herwi se, you woul dn't have appointed themto head the
task force.

How i nportant is it that now different people in that sane
position have cone to the sane concl usi on about appointing
an i ndependent counsel ?

ATTY GEN. RENO They have not cone to the sane concl usion
because, first of all, you can't comment or | can't conment
on the facts and | can't really confirmfor you that the
two i ssues are the sane.
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But if you ask the question in a nore general way --
(chuckl es) -- we have seen the LaBella and Freeh

nmenor andum and don't they indicate that a special counsel,
or at that tinme an i ndependent counsel, should have been
appointed? | think if you look at it and you | ook at what
has happened, it confirns that we were correct in our
decision. | can't conment on the pendi ng i ssue because, as
| have said, the investigation should not be conducted in
the press; it should be done the right way.

Q Ms. Reno, could you expand a little bit on what you nean
when you say, if we now, today, |ook at the LaBella and
Freeh menos, it wll be clear that you were right at the
time?

ATTY GEN. RENO You can go through each piece of the
LaBel | a- Freeh nmeno and, | think, see what our concerns
were and why | nmade the decisions | nmade. | had to | ook at
specific evidence and determ ne whether there was "specific
and credible" information to believe that "a crinme may have
been commtted by a covered person.” | think, if you d | ook
at that and | ook at all that has cone out, it is clear
that, based on the information that we had at the tine, the
j udgnents were correct.

Q Ms. Reno, are you doi ng anythi ng about the fact that
material information was apparently | eaked to Senat or
Specter?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amreviewing the natter to see what woul d
be appropri ate.

Q wWell, what constitutes that review? Are you questi oning
menbers of the task force who had privy to this know edge?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amtrying to figure out what the
appropriate thing to do would be.

Q Ms. Reno, there is no particular tine constraint on you
maki ng this decision, under this [aw, from ny
under st andi ng. Can you give us an idea when you m ght nake
this decision? WIIl you -- (inaudible) -- this report --
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(i naudi bl e)?

ATTY GEN. RENG | cannot comrent on what decision | nmay or
may not have to make because that would be the comment on
the investigation. Wiat | want to do is to conplete the
overall investigation as expeditiously as possible, be
accountabl e as much as | possibly can, nmake the best
decision | can, nake it free of pressure from anybody, so
that at | east the Anmerican people can understand that the
deci sion was nmade in the best manner | could and not by

ot her people dictating or pressuring ne into making the
deci si on.

Q Are you still planning to testify before Senator Specter
next Tuesday?

ATTY GEN. RENO |If he wants ne.

Q And do you think you'll be able to tell himanything that
you're not able to tell us this norning?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know what he is going to ask ne.

Q Ms. Reno, you have picked the word "pressure" three
times, now, this norning. Do you believe Senator Specter
| eaked this information to turn up the heat on you?

ATTY GEN. RENO You' d have to ask him

Q wWell, what do you think when you heard hi m make those
statenents? This was a big secret in the departnent before
he announced it yesterday.

What other notive could there be? He has been investigating
the actions of the task force for sone npnths now.

ATTY GEN. RENO He could say it's part of his oversight
responsibility.

Q Ms. Reno, a very veteran reporter that | respect said
several nonths ago that there were only three tinmes in his
life when people tried to put other people in jail because
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of political reasons: Once was during the McCarthy era, the
second tinme was during Iranian- Contra, and the third tine
Is now. Are these crimnal investigations being so
politicized that they have |eft the real mof fairness?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would hope with all ny being that the

I nvestigations that we have conducted to date and the

deci sions that | have made have been fair decisions and
have not been politicized. And | amgoing to do everything
in ny power to see that any decision that | nmake is made
wi thout political influence fromanyone, w thout pressure
fromthe nedia that can sonetines get it stirred up.

Q Ms. Reno, the Wite House, after these interviews, said
that the vice president was told that he was not a target
of the investigation.

|s that true statenent?
ATTY GEN. RENO | can't comment.

Q You' ve said -- you've nade it clear, understandably, you
want to make this decision wthout pressure from anyone.

|s there a self-inposed pressure fromyourself, given the
cal endar ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that any tine you | ook at sonething
like this, an investigation, just the general investigation
respecting canpai gn financing, that you want to conclude it
as qui ckly as possible, consistent with achieving justice.

But not hing shoul d be rushed, because too often, when we
rush to justice, we don't get it.

Q Ms. Reno, nore generally, under the independent counsel
statute that Ken Starr worked under, there was sone feeling
at | east that maybe the i ndependent counsels were sort of
running out of control and spiraling beyond their mandates.

Do you have any sense of whether a special prosecutor -- |
t hi nk you' ve exercised -- you' ve created one speci al
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counsel so far.

Do you have any sense yet whether that statute will focus
counsels nore on their original mandates?

ATTY GEN. RENO It's not the --
Q(Of mke) -- Justice Departnent policy.

ATTY GEN. RENO | would hope that justice will be achieved
by all special counsels. | don't want to comrent one way or
the other, because | want to ensure themthe day-to-day

I ndependence that they shoul d have.

Q What kind of access does Robert Conrad have to you? Can
he -- has he in the past called you up on urgent nmatters,

or do his decisions have to go through the chain of command
before it gets to you?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't conmment, except to explain the
process that | have, which is | try to neet with himweekly.

There are tines when we have to readjust the schedul e
because he has matters pendi ng outside Washi ngton, and --
but we try to neet at |east on the average of once a week.

Q That's been true with all of the canpaign finance task
force people?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Right.

Q May | ask about the tobacco issue on the HIl? You' ve
made it clear that you' re concerned that if the Congress
votes to deny the Justice Departnent funds to pursue a
case, that that potentially is inproper. |If the decision by
the Justice Departnent to file a civil lawsuit -- in
essence, a public policy question -- why isn't it
legitimate for Congress to say, "As a matter of public
policy we don't think you should file that |awsuit"?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO The executive has responsibility for
faithfully executing the laws of the country, for making
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sure that the public fisc is protected. In this instance,

t he governnment of the United States has spent literally
billions of dollars on tobacco-related illnesses over these
| ast years, and the tobacco litigation is an effort to
recoup that cost.

That deci sion was nade after -- our decision to go forward
wth the litigation was nade after a very careful review of
the Iaw and a very thorough review.

| personally went over it and made a judgnent that we
could, in good faith, proceed, and that it was our
responsibility -- indeed, our duty -- to provide this
effort to protect the Anmerican taxpayer, who had been the
guy and the gal paying out of their pockets.

As we speak, the -- (audio break) -- debating the Waxman-
Hansen Anmendnent to our appropriations bill.

That amendnent is needed to allow the departnent to go
forward with the lawsuit we filed in Septenber. On
Wednesday, Congress did agree that the Veterans

Adm ni stration should be allowed to provide the departnment
$4 mllion, but out of its general fund, not a specific
fund. Now we face another attenpt by Congress to deny us
the funds needed to pursue this suit on behalf of the

t axpayers.

Congress is attenpting to do this by forbidding the other
agencies that benefit fromthe litigation -- the Veterans
Adm ni stration, HHS -- fromassisting in funding that.
Because Congress has failed to provide the departnent with
the funds to pursue the cigarette suit, w thout funding
fromthe Veterans Adm nistration and ot her agencies, we
won't be able to proceed.

And | earnestly hope that Congress will accept this
amendnent, so that we can go forward with this litigation.
It's sinply about recovering for the Anerican taxpayer

dol lars that their governnment has spent over the years to
treat tobacco-related illnesses.
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The states have recovered significant anounts of noney, and
it's just being accountable for our dollars.

Q But the Republicans are saying that Provision 109 that
you're using as the nmechanismto get funds fromthese other
agencies was really put intolawin the first place only to

hel p the governnent -- the Justice Departnent have enough
noney to defend itself, and it wasn't there for proactive
cases.

ATTY GEN. RENO The governnent has used Section 109 both
for -- it's usually used for defensive litigation, but it
has been used for affirmative litigation, where the
governnment sues. And in this instance, the governnent is
trying to protect itself.

It's trying to protect the taxpayers from bearing the brunt
of these -- noney spent. And it's the sane policy invol ved.

Q Ms. Reno, back on the --

Q Ms. Reno, do you regret that this issue regarding the
vi ce president has been raised anew?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't comment on what | regret or don't
regret. | just try to do the best | can.

QWwll, let me -- under the regs that you read to us,
speaki ng generally, if there was no probabl e cause found,
speaki ng general ly, under your interpretation of these
regs, and the conflict or perceived conflict existed, how
woul d you handl e such a matter?

ATTY GEN. RENO You know | don't do what-ifs.

Q How do you -- under the independent counsel statute, you
had a certain group of people you regularly sought for
their opinion on whether to proceed. W know that. Are you
basically going to the sane group of people to deal with

t he speci al counsel question, or is there a different
process?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | think if you |l ook at the experience of
the past, | go to as many people as | can who have
i nformation that -- either on the facts or the [ aw, that
can shed light on the decision that | have to nake.

Q Do you view, that because we're in the mddle of a
presidential canpaign, that this matter does requirenent
sone special urgency to decide, in the public's interest?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it requires, first of all,
t horoughness in conducting an investigation. | think it
requires that it be done as fast as possible, consistent

W th thoroughness, and that's what we're going to try to
do.

Q Ms. Reno, one of the criticisns of the independent-
counsel analysis that you went through is it cut up the

I ssues too narrow y; you |look at very specific snmall areas
of possible crimnal wongdoing. WII you now | ook at a
much broader range of potential crimnal acts when you | ook
-- when you deci de on a special counsel -- (inaudible)?

ATTY GEN. RENO | haven't nade any comment with respect to
the decisions that I am maki ng except as to how | conduct
an investigation. And the way I'll conduct the

i nvestigation is to do it according to | aw and according to
t he evi dence.

And if the evidence is a narrow i ssue and relates to a
narrow i ssue, then | will nmake a deci sion based on narrow
I ssues.

|f the evidence is broad and i nvol ves evidence that can
support a broad review, I will do that.

Q Wll what -- last night Gary G aham was executed in
Texas. Do you have any reaction to that?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the things that you learn to do is
not conment on the evidence in a case, if you have not

carefully reviewed the record. So let nme not talk about it
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in the context of the G aham case.

But et me say that | think it is inperative, as | said
| ast week, that we make sure, not just in capital cases but
in all cases that

result in serious punishnent or sanctions, that our
crimnal justice systemensures that people are provided
with effective assistance of counsel and effective
resources to support that counsel's effort.

| think one of the worst things that | can inagine is for
sonebody to cone in here and say to Pete WIllians: "Cone
wth ne.

You're going to jail for a crinme you did not conmt." The
outrage, the sense of injustice, is just overpowering.

And | think we have a responsibility to nmake sure that our
crimnal justice systemgives to all defendants the best
shot they have to be able to present their case and to get
to the truth.

Q Gven that, what do you make of investigations that have
found that in Texas and in Illinois, huge portions of the
I nmat es who are executed have been represented by people
who have been di sbarred or otherw se sancti oned?

ATTY. GEN. RENO That's why | -- | amnot famliar wth

t hose studies, except in the context of the |arger reports,
but there are sone states that do a pretty good job of
funding their public defender system

There are other states that have no formal public defender
systemand do very little in terns of providing resources
for those charged with a crinme who cannot afford a | awer.

Justice should not be based on who's got the noney and who
doesn' t.

Q Gven that there have been those findings about sone
| arge states |like Texas and Illinois, is there a role for
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the federal governnent here in assuring adequate
representation, even in state cases?

ATTY. GEN. RENO. W have reviewed that, and do not see a
basis on which we can proceed, and | amjust trying to
speak out as much as | can to see what we can do. Sone
people say it's a matter of being tough on crine, so this
Is what we've got to do.

But nobody in this country should believe that your chances
of achieving justice should be based on whet her you've got
noney or not.

Q There's a federal execution --

Q Ms. Reno, what's the status of the deputy's review of the
federal death penalty and the fairness of the systen?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It is still ongoing.

Q There's a federal execution scheduled for August. Is it
your expectation now that that will occur as schedul ed?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO The court has set a date. | want to do
everything | can to nake sure that processes are proper,
and | wll continue to do that.

Q What is your viewon the legislation on the H Il right
now that the Judiciary Commttee has started having
hearings on that would actually create sone sort of federa
rul es, an encouragenent to intervene in states, encourage
nore adequate representation of capital defendants?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W're review ng that now and wi ||l make
appropri ate coment.

Q Thank you.
ATTY. GEN. RENO Thank you all.

END.
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