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(Chorus of good nornings fromreporters.)

Q Ms. Reno, you've had a pretty spectacul ar week --
(laughter) -- to say the least, victories on all fronts in
courts, Capitol HlIl, the Elian matter. \Wat happens now?
(Laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know that | would describe them as
"victories." But there is alot nore to do, and I want to
focus on issues that are of concern to everybody. And at
the same tine, | want to go see the Tall Ships in New York
Har bor .

Q Ms. Reno, what are your thoughts on the Gonzal ez matter
now that it's finally resol ved?

ATTY GEN. RENG You think back over -- | was in Mam . And
| | ooked at the copy of the Herald the day -- reporting on
how he was pulled fromthe water. And | thought: "Wat a
remarkable little boy! And what a sad situation, a
tragedy. "

And it's a mxture of so many different things: alittle
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boy who | ost his nother, a country that is not free that is
one of the few countries that is not a denocratic nation in
this hem sphere. It's a story of famlies that have

di sagreenents. It is a story of so nuch of human life

And yet in the end he is wth his father, and I am gl ad of
t hat .

| just wsh he were with his father in a denocratic free
country.

Q Ms. Reno, the Cuban governnent has nade clear that Elian
IS not going straight back to Cardenas and his school but
IS going to go to sone special school for a couple of

nont hs, where he wll be seen by different psychiatrists
and ot her nental - heal th workers.

Doesn't this sort of smack of a reeducation or
rei ndoctrination canp?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know what will be invol ved.

But again | say, it's -- | think, as you look at himw th
his father, it is wonderful that they can now nove on with
their life.

And his father has made the decision, as | think he must
have under the | aw.

Q Did you hold out sonme faint hope up until the end that
Juan M guel mght decide to stay here?

ATTY GEN. RENO One can al ways hope.

Q Do you think that Juan Mguel really had an opportunity
to opt for comng to this country, comng to this
denocracy?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, he did.

Q He did?
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Q Ms. Reno, did you see the departure, and what was your
reaction as you wat ched?

ATTY GEN. RENO Just what | reflected on now.

Q Ms. Reno, in hindsight, is there anything you m ght have
done differently to have ended this earlier than seven
mont hs, in the way of negotiations, diplomacy, et cetera?

ATTY GEN. RENO. | don't know what el se coul d have been
done. | go over it regularly.

Q What particular I essons did you get fromthis, fromthis
or deal ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think that there is any |esson that
-- because | don't think we'll ever see anything quite |ike
t hi s agai n.

Q Were you surprised, Ms. Reno -- you' ve been around the
law a long tine. Were you surprised at the tenacity, the
t enaci ousness with which the Mam relatives pursued this
in court?

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Way not ?

ATTY GEN. RENO They believe strongly in their cause, and
they wanted to pursue it till the end, and they had the
opportunity to do so.

Q Ms. Reno, how do you go about healing the wounds, |

think, is the way you described it earlier, with the Mam
Cuban exile comunity? And can you?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know whether | can. | would like to
think that I can. Sone of the nessages that | get fromthem

I ndi cate nmaybe | can't.

But | am devoted to that comunity. | believe in it,
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believe in its caring nature, and I'mgoing to do
everything | can to heal it.

| don't know whether it will be possible. But |I say, to al
of those that are speaking sharply and are feeling hurt, |
would like to talk to you.

| would like to Il et you know just how nuch | care about you
and care about the community, and what it has done for a
city I |ove.

Q Ms. Reno, were there any di scussi ons about Juan M guel or
anything that he initiated or the governnent initiated to
try to get himto stay while he was waiting here in D. C.,
anything that you can share with us?

ATTY GEN. RENO What was your question again? Did -- that
Juan M guel --

QD dhe initiate any conversation, express any interest at

all in learning nore about what he would have to do in
order to defect?

ATTY GEN. RENG No, he didn't.

QHe did not? Not at all?

ATTY GEN. RENO Not to ny know edge.

QBut isn't it correct that in his neeting with you,
soneone brought up the subject -- it was made clear to him
at the time that he was sitting in front of the attorney

general that he had this opportunity, wasn't it?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the question was, did he raise
anyt hi ng?

Q Right. And I'm asking the opposite question. Was it ever
presented to himthat he had this option?

ATTY GEN. RENG The subject cane up -- he was sitting right
there -- and he said he wanted to go hone.
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Q Ms. Reno --

Q(Of mke) -- alot in the past about the future of Cuba
and what's -- what woul d happen, and | think at one point
you nmade a 20-year tine reference. Now that Elian is back
on the ground in Cuba, what role will he play in

determ ning the course of Cuba's events over the next
decade or so? Do you think he'll play a personal role in
what happens?

ATTY GEN. RENO Do you think he will what?

Q Play a personal role, as a synbol, as sonebody who's been
to the United States, as sonebody who's been here for a
year, as sonebody who's been fought over?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know what role he wll play, but
the role | wish for himis an opportunity to grow up in a
strong and healthy and free fashion, able to speak and

t hi nk what he believes to be true, able to thrive. He's a
pretty special little boy.

Q Ms. Reno, inreviewng the regulations, as you all had to
do, to |l ook at what happens with a 6-year-old seeking

asylum did that process of realizing that there is -- as
the governnent said in its owm legal briefs, there's a gap
inthe law, did that -- is there any thought being given

now to new regul ati ons for what woul d guide children when
t hey seek asyl un?

ATTY GEN. RENO W're followi ng up. W're having our
regul ar I NS bi weekly, and one of the questions |I want to
ask is what, if anything, should be done -- not just that

I ssue. | nean, |I'mjust asking the general issue, because
It is clear that -- where do you draw the |ine between the
6-year-old and the 12-year-ol d? How do you nake these
judgnments? And | think, before this case is too far renoved
in ternms of the details, that we look at it in that
connecti on.

Q Do you think it m ght be useful to have a regul ation
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spelling out at which ages a child could or could not nmake
-- ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it's going to depend on the
chi | d.

Q So in that case you wouldn't want to spell out the age?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know. All | want to do is try to
do what |'ve always done after sonething that raises issues
and di sagreenents, is to sit down and see if there is

anyt hing that we can do.

Q So will you be asking for recomrendati ons from your
peopl e on what m ght work in the way of new regul ati ons?

ATTY. GEN. RENO No, I'Ill just ask what | usually ask --
what you've all asked nme this norning.

Q Do you think in the future there should be sone type of
famly court intervention or participation in such a case?

ATTY. GEN. RENOG | think the court has spelled out -- the
famly court in Mam spelled out the fact that this is a
federal issue and should be determ ned federally.

Q Well, do you think there should be a change in the
federal |aw or regul ati ons?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Again, | think it's a federal nmatter and
shoul d be determ ned federally, and what | indicated
previously was that we wll be looking at it to see if
there is any |l esson | earned, anything that shoul d be done.

Q The cost figures that were provided yesterday i ndicated
that nearly $2 mllion had been spent by this depart nent
for security and other things related to Elian's stay. Ws
there ever discussion of any limts or at any point did you
tal k about the resources that were being devoted, or was
that sinply never an issue?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Wat we were trying to do was to abi de by
the court order to make sure that everything was in place
to ensure that he did not depart the country.
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Q Ms. Reno, did you receive any threats personally during
the course of this matter?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | didn't receive any.

Q Was anyt hing passed on to the Justice Departnent?
Q(Of mke.) (Laughter.)

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know.

Q FBI ?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know.

Q There were sone pretty strong feelings. Even though you
can't nane specifically, you re not aware of any hard
feelings expressed that way?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think there were sone hard feelings
expressed, and | think they were expressed because of the
Intensity of feeling.

Again, |'ve spent many, many years with the Cuban comunity
in Mam . They can speak sharply, they can speak very
sharply to you on the radio, and then you will see them

| ater and they will give you a big hug or they will bring
you Cuban pastries or Cuban bread. This hurt may go too
deep, which I will regret; but I still have to do what |
think is right under the | aw

And | think that this little boy's father should speak for
him and | think he should be with his father.

Q On the other matter that had you before the caneras this
week, and that was Tuesday's heari ng.

Q Speaking of hard feelings.

Q At one point, Senator Specter said you should have
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appoi nted an i ndependent counsel for Vice President CGore
based on one standard of evidence, and you corrected him
and said he was citing the standard to trigger a
prelimnary investigation, not the appointnent of an

I ndependent counsel. That struck ne as rather odd, since
Senator Specter has been at this nore than three years in
two different coommttees. | was wondering, do you think he
was being deceitful, or did he just make a m st ake?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think Senator Specter would
consci ously ever be deceitful.

Q Well, how do you know when a politician, or anyone, for
that matter, is --

ATTY GEN. RENO | just --

Q -- making a fal se statenent about an event or an
interpretation of an event or a recollection?

ATTY GEN. RENO By -- not in his context, but if you make a
fal se statenent, you've got to do so know ngly, know ng
that it was fal se, and by your comrents and ot her evidence,
you can prove a case. But | first net Senator Specter |ong
before | cane to Washi ngton. He can provoke ne. He can say
sone harsh things. But deceitful, | don't think Senator
Specter is.

And even in the mdst of his harshness, he can be very
t hought f ul .

Q Ms. Reno, have you initiated a | eak investigation, or are
you still contenplating a | eak investigation, on the source
of the leak on the Conrad recomendati on?
ATTY GEN. RENO | have no comment on that.

Q But | ast week though, | believe, you said that you were
review ng the matter? Has that --

ATTY GEN. RENO | have no comment.
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Q Senator Torricelli's opening remarks the other day, do
you resent the inplication on Capitol H Il that you are
pl aying politics and acting to protect fell ow nenbers of
the adm nistration? Do you resent that inplication?

ATTY GEN. RENO As hard as | have tried to keep politics
out, when people insinuate that politics are involved in ny
decisions, or that | amtrying to protect people, | get
frustrated.

But what | have tried to do is just keep -- (confers with
staff or a reporter) -- (Pause.)
MR : Sorry.

ATTY GEN. RENO That's okay. (Cross tal k, laughter.)

But one of the things, and | sensed it at that hearing:
There had been prelimnary reports that it was going to be
harsh session, that | was the target of sonething |I am not
sure what.

Peopl e say sone very harsh things. But when you | ook at
those people -- | disagree with sone of their approaches,
but it's part of denocracy.

And in the end, that hearing was a | ot nore thoughtful and
civil and, | think, perhaps set a tone for what | hope w |
be the politics for tonorrow, as opposed to sone of the
har shness. You can bear di sagreenents, you can expose

m st akes, you can do so nuch in a constructive and

t hought ful way.

And | think the Anerican peopl e appreciate that way.
Q Do you think you persuaded anyone?
ATTY GEN. RENO No. (Laughter.)

Q Senator Torricelli also nmade the point that a w tness
before a grand jury is allowed to, if he does it pronptly,
correct any statenents.
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Does that generally also hold true for a deposition?

ATTY GEN. RENO It would, | think, depend on the
Ci rcumst ances.

Qls there anything that came up in the hearing that
changes or affects your thinking on the independent
counsel ? You said it was kind of a useful exchange.

Was there anything that was brought up at the hearing that
has an i npact on your thinking on this?

ATTY GEN. RENG | have reviewed it and | don't see
anything, but I'mgoing to be |ooking at the transcript.

Q You were told by, | think it was Senator Specter, that it
was really too late for you -- or probably too late for you
to appoint a special counsel even if you did want to at
this point, just because it's so close to the election, and
especially | think he even nentioned that it was way too

cl ose to the Denocratic National Convention. You didn't say
anything or respond in any way when that conment was nade.

Coul d you now, pl ease?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't because this obviously is an
ongoi ng matter. And as | have said on many occasi ons, we
shoul dn't investigate in the newspapers, we should

I nvestigate with all appropriate speed, wth thoroughness,
and make our determ nations, and as appropriate, advise the
Aneri can peopl e or advise Congress, depending on the

ci rcunst ances, and be accountable for our decisions.

| will do that. But to do a running conmentary where the
Issue is not -- in so many of these issues, there's been a
concentration on an i ndependent counsel or a speci al
counsel .

That's not the issue.
The issue is the truth and how we best get to it.
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And | don't think we do that by running comentary. | think
we do that by conducting an appropriate process and then
t aki ng what ever course the facts dictate.

Q As a general rule of thunb, how do you deci de when the
political process m ght be conprom sed by an investigation?

|s there a certain nunber of nonths that is too close for
an appoi ntnent or an indictnent or an investigation? |
nmean, what is -- what is too --

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't think that, as | have reviewed it,
that there is any way that you can say. You' ve got to | ook
at all the facts.

Q So can you -- you're saying then that the el ection
proximty, or the election period, wll have no influence
on howthis matter wll be pursued?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | didn't say that.
QD dn't say that? On --
Q Well, can you say that -- | nean, it is in the newspapers

now, sSo you can at |east say that you'll decide sonething
bef ore the el ection.

ATTY. GEN. RENOG | have no conment.

Q Ms. Reno, on the issue of Los Al anpbs, Secretary
Ri chardson recently said that there's still no evidence of
espi onage.

Can you give us an update on where that investigation
st ands?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It is continuing. | have -- am anxious to
get a report on it. But | obviously cannot comment, again,
because it is a pending nmatter.
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Q Ms. Reno, you've been gracious in describing the -- your
encounters with the oversight conmttees. But here's a
hearing called before the ink is scarcely dry in the papers
about a new investigation.

You' ve graciously described it as "oversight," but does
there cone a tine where the oversight is a little too close
over your shoulder and you're tenpted to tell them "Back
off for now'?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think that's what | graciously tried to
do. (Laughter.)

Q Senator Schuner said that the -- that once the matter hit
t he newspapers, that the hearing should have been
cancel | ed.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think I -- (pause) -- | don't judge

whet her any hearing shoul d be cancell ed, because | don't
know what questions they have to ask. What | do think is
that the system should take its course.

It is -- 1 won't comment on the specifics of the hearing,
but to have a piece of fact here or a piece of fact here or
a piece here, without the full information, is not fair to

the American people or to any of the people involved.

And | just think it is inportant, as we nove ahead, that we
try to, as | said, respect each other, respect each other's
opi ni on, keep the politics out of |aw enforcenent

initiatives, and try to make denocracy work in a civil way.

Q Ms. Reno, conplying with sone of the Senate oversi ght
commttees and the House oversight commttees, the
departnent did release to them sone of the interna
docunents on the canpaign finance investigation, where you
can see Director Freeh's rationale, where you can see Chuck
LaBella's rationale. In hindsight is that a good thing? You
earlier expressed concern that the people who were giving
you advi ce needed to be able to give it without fear that

It would be sonehow exposed.
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ATTY GEN. RENO As | nentioned at the hearing, | think the
Foundi ng Fat hers, as they set up three branches of
governnment, realized that there would al ways be instances
in which two of the branches cane together in conflict,

that the responsibilities of one branch would conflict with
the responsibilities of the other.

Early on these nenoranda were described as "providing a map
for the investigation,” and all involved, including
Director Freeh and M. LaBella, felt that it would be
harnful to the investigation for that road map to be nade
avai | abl e.

There were al so questions about 6(e) material because -- |
amtold the courts changed it later -- there was a higher
standard as to what 6(e) material was.

The nmenorandum had been so di scussed that, at the point we
were at, we had to work on an accommobdati on; how Congress
does its oversight and how we conduct our investigations.
We had hoped that Congress would not release it because of
the possibility of a chilling effect.

They chose to do so.

| woul d hope -- when | consider the difference between a
prosecutor in Mam and a prosecutor in Washington, and the
burdens they have to neet, it's as different as night and
day.

|f state and | ocal prosecutors around the country had to
constantly be worried about what m ght be before Congress
and Congress be investigating how they were handling a
maj or hom ci de case or a mmjor corruption case, it would be
very, very difficult for them particularly with their

casel oad.

And | just think we have got to sonetines cone to a stop
and consi der what's at stake.

Q Ms. Reno, don't you think now, though, that you've, for
better or worse, set a precedent? The barn door is open.
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nmean, won't all congresses henceforth feel free to denand
all kinds of internal docunents fromthe Justice Departnent
about ongoi ng i nvestigati ons?

ATTY GEN. RENG They have felt free to date. | don't think
anything that we've done will stop it.

Qls there a danger that these investigations can be turned
Into a tool where the FBI is not being used to investigate
crimes but determ ne the truthful ness of a candi date? And
what does that -- is there not a sort of distortion of the
denocratic process when that occurs?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't comment, because | think you're
referring to the specific matter. But those are the
concerns generally that we all nust have, to nmake sure that
| aw enf or cenent agenci es pursue | aw enforcenent
Initiatives, that the political bodies that are
appropriately involved in policy and in the political

| ssues pursue those, and that we each try to pursue our
function in the right way.

Q Ms. Reno, there's a political dynam c going on here.
About once a year, sonebody on the Hill calls a hearing.

Maybe it's nore often than once a year.

They announce -- beforehand, they say very nean things
about you.

They announce that they're really going to stick it to you
politically when you get up there.

When you do get up there, you're like a matador with a
cape; they really don't touch you.

| s there sone technique that you're using -- (laughter) --
t hat you can pass on to your successors?

ATTY GEN. RENO Politics is sonetines a | ot of sound and
fury, signifying very little.
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Q (O f mke) -- Shakespearean.
Q Let ne ask you --

ATTY GEN. RENO What | hope | could pass on is that there
are so many senators and congressnen who are peopl e of
great goodwi ||, who may di sagree vehenently with ne, but do
so with respect and civility and great courtesy.

W get to the sanme hard issues, but we get there in a
t hought ful and dignified way.

| would hope that all of us in Anerican -- yesterday | had
a wonderful opportunity. | went to a national conference on
citizen and comrunity service.

The United Way, General Powell's Promse -- Anerica's
Prom se, the Points of Light groups, and the nati onal
service initiative that Senator Wfford has been such a
| eader in were all neeting together.

At the end, six students were given an opportunity to ask
me questions, and | then | net subsequently wth six others
who had not had the chance.

One of them asked ne about the report that indicates that
so many young people want to do -- be involved in service,
service to others, but they don't want to get into
politics. That, to ne, is very discouraging.

But they don't want to get into politics because they see
t he harshness i nvol ved.

| -- ny nessage to everybody, including students across
this nation, is that there is nothing so rewardi ng as
public service, in the end; that you consi der what so nany
Aneri cans have done for their country in Wrld War 11
Wwrld War |, Vietnam Kor ea.

They have given their |ives. They have cone hone with
serious injury that has been permanent and scarring for the
rest of their |ives.
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Al of us can do nore for this nation, and in doing so, you
put yourself at risk of criticism But it's a lot less a
burden than others far greater than we have done for their
country.

Thank you.
Q Thank you.

END.
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