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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, RUZYCKI: It is indeed a pleasure to welcone all of you
to this wonderful celebration of the ADA Torch Run.

It is ny pleasure to ask that we have the presentation of
the colors by the 11th 77th Transportati on Conpany, Georgi a
Arny National Guard Color Guard |led by SGI' Arthur Avery.

(Presentation of Colors)

MR. RUZYCKI : Ladi es and gentl enen, our Pl edge of Allegiance
| ed by our own Joe Lyttle, Director of Recreation Services

and al so Co- Coordi nator of the |l ocal Torch Run. The Pl edge

of Al |l egi ance.

MR, LYTTLE: Thank you, sir. |If you're covered, please
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uncover and place your hand over your heart and join ne in
t he pl edge.

(Pl edge of All egi ance.)
Thank you.

MR, RUZYCKI : Ladi es and gentl enen, our National Anthem by
Ms. Teresa Mbore. Ms. Moore.

(The National Anthem was sung by Ms. Mbore.)
MR. RUZYCKI : Thank you.

Ladi es and gentl enen, do renenber in your prayers the
Coverdell famly on our recent |oss of Senator Pau
Coverdell, and keep that close in your heart, please.

It is ny pleasure to call upon our own Reverend Jan Tol bert
now for our invocation. Reverend.

REV. TOLBERT: Let us pray.
(I nvocation.)

MR. RUZYCKI: If there is a seat, you may sit down, or stand
and enjoy this wonderful day.

| always run the risk of m ssing soneone, but it is ny

pl easure to introduce to you, certainly on our platform
Attorney Ceneral Janet Reno; Senator Danny Lee of the 29th
District of Georgia, M. Andy Inparato, the CEO of the
Aneri can Associ ation of People with Disabilities, which is
our national host organi zation of the ADA Torch Run, seated
over here on ny left; Representative Carl Von Epps; extrene
right, Bruce WIIlians, Chairman of our Board -- please wave
now at fol ks -- Donna McNeilly, the torch bearer who
received the torch fromher son Thomas McNeilly on your
left, folks; M. Saul Mendoza, an athlete training here
from Mexi co; Andy Flem ng -- please wave -- our U. S. ADF
Chi ef Executive Oficer of Blaze as well; Darla Coltenhoven
from Rehab Services Adm nistration; Ted Jones representing
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Mac Collins' office; |I think Shirley Gllespie is on her
way and Ted may or may not be here already; M ke Denkins
with Senator Celand's office -- there you are, M Kke.

| want to thank Vol kswagen of Anmerica, the national sponsor
of the ADA Torch Run; our own Horizon Medical Products here
I n Manchester, CGeorgia; the nerchants of Warm Springs, the
| ocal chapter of the Georgia Rehab Association for their
support in making this torch run possi bl e.

Before | go further with the program it is ny pleasure and
privilege indeed in representing the Roosevelt Institute to
procl ai m

VWHEREAS, children and adults with disabilities are
participating as full nenbers of their comunities in
greater and greater nunbers; and

VWHEREAS, nore and nore children with disabilities are
successfully integrated into their neighborhood school; and

VWHEREAS, nore and nore children and adults with
disabilities are playing, worshipping, working and shoppi ng
al ongsi de their neighbors; and

WHEREAS, nore and nore communities are becom ng incl usive
and free of physical and social barriers; and

VWHEREAS, the year 2000 is the 10th anniversary of the
Anericans with Disabilities Act and the 25th anni versary of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act;

NOW THEREFORE, |, Frank Ruzycki, Executive Director of the
Roosevelt WArm Springs Institute for Rehabilitation, Warm
Springs, Georgia, do hereby proclaimthe Institute's
support of the Initiative 2000 and the spirit of the ADA
canpaign, a call for individuals, communities and | eaders
to renew their commtnent to an Anerica that works for
everyone.

| call to actions individuals, communities, service and
advocacy organi zations within our state to organize
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activities, prograns and resources during this com ng year
to pronote full citizenship for people with disabilities.

| encourage all citizens to work together and al ongsi de
ot hers across our nation to pronote equality of
opportunity, full participation, independent |iving and
econom c self-sufficiency for all people.

Signed by ne on this day of July 19, 2000.

| thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

MR, RUZYCKI : Qur next speaker again is M. Andy | nparato.
Andy.

MR. | MPARATO. Thank you, Frank. | am Andy Inparato, |I'mthe
Presi dent and CEO of the American Associ ation of People
wth Disabilities. W're the national host organi zation for
the Torch Relay. W were founded on the 5th anniversary of
the ADA to pronote political and econom c enpower nment for
all 56 mllion children and adults with disabilities in the
U. S.

| want to just say this is ny eighth torch event out of a
24-city relay. It has been very exciting. It is
particularly exciting to be here today with Attorney
General Reno, and | want to thank Frank Ruzycki and Joe
Lyttle and the folks at the Roosevelt Institute and
everybody on the Warm Springs host commttee for organi zing
this event today.

Let's give a hand for the | ocal organizers.

( Appl ause.)

MR. | MPARATO | also want to thank Senator Lee for being
here today as wel | .

| think it's inportant to recogni ze that what we're
cel ebrating today are two anniversaries; the 10th
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anni versary of the Anmericans with Disabilities Act, and the
25th anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act. And they're both laws, they're civil rights
laws, and it's very appropriate that we have with us the
head | aw enforcenent official in the country, Attorney
CGeneral Janet Reno, whose | eadership at the Justice

Depart ment has been unparalleled in terns of her pronotion
of disability rights and civil rights in general.

Let's hear it for Attorney General Reno.

( Appl ause.)

MR. | MPARATO The Torch Relay has stopped at a | ot of
historic sites. W started -- and Andy Flem ng was there
wth ne when we lit the torch fromMartin Luther King's
Eternal Flanme in Atlanta, and we'll be going back to the
King Center tonorrow, and that's going to be exciting. But
It was very appropriate that Martin Luther King Il was the
person who lit this torch in Atlanta.

The disability rights novenent is a continuation of the
civil rights novenent that canme before us. The torch has
been to Montgonery, Alabama; it's been to Jackson,

M ssissippi; it's been to Menphis; it's been to a | ot of
historic sites in the struggle for civil rights and the
struggle for disability rights.

And Presi dent Roosevelt, as we all know, was an advocate
for real people that had real people issues; people wth
di sabilities, people fromany di senfranchi sed group in
society. And | feel this is an especially appropriate

| ocation for the Attorney General to cone and carry the
torch and participate in the rel ay.

| just want to acknow edge the support of our national
sponsors -- Vol kswagen of Anerica donated over half a
mllion dollars and all of the relay vehicles to enable us
to do a 24-city national torch relay. W have siXx
addi ti onal national sponsors -- the Presidential Task Force
on Enpl oynent of Adults with Disabilities, which is working
hard to pronote better enpl oynent outcones for people with
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disabilities; the President's Commttee on Enpl oynent of
People with Disabilities; the Shepherd Center, a specialty
hospital in Atlanta; Continental Ar Lines; Mcrosoft; and
AccessLife.com which is a newinternet site focused on
people with disabilities.

Let's hear it for all the national sponsors.

( Appl ause.)

MR. | MPARATO As | nentioned, AAPD is the national host
organi zation for the Torch Relay. We do have an ability for
peopl e to purchase nenberships in the association here
today in the air conditioned roomoff the Quadrangle. |
encour age people to stop by our booth on the way out.

And | want to close on a nore personal note. |'ma person
with a psychiatric disability. | graduated from | aw school
In 1990, the year that the ADA becane |law. And for ne, the
ADA gave nme a way to think about ny disability as a source
of strength, as a source of identity, as a source of pride
and not as sonething to be ashaned of or sonething to be

hi dden. And | think that's one of the npbst powerf ul

| egaci es of the ADA and that's sonething we've tried to
encourage with the Torch Relay -- to build community and to
have people feel that they're part of sonething powerful, a
di verse group that has lots of strength and |ots of
abilities and that is on the cusp of achieving great things
and maki ng Arerica a better place for everybody to |ive.

| want to close wwth a quote fromDr. Martin Luther King,
which | think sums up what the relay is all about. He said,
"Anybody can be great because everybody can serve. You
don't have to have a coll ege degree to serve, you don't
need to nmake your subject and verb agree to serve, all you
need is a heart full of grace, a soul generated by |ove."

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. RUZYCKI : Thank you, Andy, good to have you here.
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| always, like | said, run the risk of forgetting folks,
but all of the work woul dn't have happened w t hout Mary
Di ckens and all the yellow shirt torch carriers and
volunteers. All these folks with yellow shirts, we thank
you for making it happen.

(Appl ause.)

MR RUZYCKI: | am proud to now present to you a rea
advocate for persons with disabilities, our own Senator
Danny Lee. Danny.

SENATOR LEE: Thank you, Frank.

| want Attorney CGeneral Janet Reno not to go back to
Washington with the idea that this ought to be Hot Springs
I nstead of WArm Spri ngs.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LEE: | commented as she sat down on this dark brown
chair that this truly is a hot seat today.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LEE: It's great to be in Warm Springs and | thank
Frank and the Institute for the opportunity to be here.
Warm Springs is the heart of the 29th Senate District and |
want to tell each and every one of you how proud | amto be
the state senator for this area.

This Institute neans so nuch, not just to Meriwether
County, but to the entire conmmunity. As we stand here
today, this Institute has reached a point where it's
reputation for taking care of people has surpassed the
reputation of its great founder, President Roosevelt. And
|'"d like for you to think about that just a mnute. As
wonderful and great a man as the person that founded this
pl ace, what goes on here and what has gone on here has
truly marked this place for all tine.
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The tenaci ous work that goes on by the enpl oyees at this
Center -- and | want to tell you, each and every one of
you, as a representative of the state governnent -- |I'm
proud to have ny col |l eague fromthe House, Carl Von Epps
with me here today and |'m sure he echoes this -- this

pl ace woul d not be what it is today without the hard work
of the enpl oyees and all the volunteers that nmake this
thing go. W'd have this beautiful building, but the
conpassi on and concern that goes on here would be non-
existent. And | want to tell you how nuch your state
governnent appreciates it, and how nuch your county where
nost of you live, appreciate having you here.

Sonet hi ng has to be said about the Warm Spri ngs Devel opnent
Fund, the private side of the private-public partnership

t hat has been responsible for the construction of al nost
$17 mllion worth of buildings on this property that the
state and all of its residents -- last year, this hospital
was one of only two in the state that saw a patient from
all 159 counties in this state. That's a record that we can
all be proud of and that public-private partnership is due
in large part of nenbers such as Bruce WIllians, and |

t hank you, Bruce, for the hard work that that group has
done.

It's fitting today that our keynote speaker be Janet Reno
and I"'magoing to tell you why, and then w thout further
ado, I"'mgoing to let her share with you a m nute. Janet
Reno is the first wonman attorney general in the United
States, believe it or not, in year 2000. She's been there
since 1993, which is | think a major acconplishnent.

Standing here as a man, | can admt that to you. She is the
first attorney general in ny lifetine -- which is very
short -- that's another joke.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LEE: The first attorney general in ny lifetine that
has withstood the slings and arrows that that job holds for
the entire two ternms of the sanme President -- a mmjor,
maj or achi evenent.
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Many people don't know it, she's a graduate of Harvard Law
School, at a tine when wonen were not found to be at
Harvard Law School very nuch. Unlike many that have hel d
the office that she has now -- and that is, as alluded to
earlier, the nunber one | aw enforcenent officer in this
United States -- she held, elected four tines, what we
woul d call district attorney, in Dade County, M am,
Florida -- not an easy job. And again, she was returned to
that office four tinmes, held it from 1978 until she took
the job as the top | aw enforcenent officer in this country.

Many things can be said about the Attorney Ceneral, and the
bio that |I've gained fromdifferent sources and from her
office, is so inpressive. Her strong defense of the | aw of
this | and and her conpassionate spirit to see that the
right thing is done nmakes her the perfect person to appear
here in our county at an institute founded on the sole
principle that we are all equal and that we can
participate, we should participate, in this life and that
that spirit fully comenorates the Anericans wth
Disabilities Act.

| amvery proud to stand here as a Meriwether Countian, as
a CGeorgian and introduce to you our Attorney General Janet
Reno.

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you, Senator Lee, and thank
you all for making nme feel so wel cone. My nother was from
Macon, Ceorgia and | feel like | have conme hone.

| have cone hone to a state who sent to Washi ngton a

wonder ful public servant -- Paul Coverdell rem nded us al

of the inportance of public service and he acconpli shed
that public service with a courtliness, a gallantry that
was refreshing and wonderful. He treated everyone with such
respect, regardless of whether they disagreed, and he
represents to ne what public should be about in civility
and grace. He will be sorely m ssed.

The subj ect of people com ng together to recognize that in
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every single person there is a spirit, a strength, a

determ nati on and a capacity sonehow or another to achieve
and to do, if they are given only half a chance, is one of
the things that | think carries ne. on. | | ook at people do
sone terrible things and then | think how can we change
this, how can we nake a difference. And | see the spirit

that's here today, | see the spirit of those with
disabilities, and | say yes, we can nake a difference. And
the way you have cone together today -- M. Mendoza, M.

McNeilly, walking with me and riding with ne with the torch
-- was sonething that I'mnot going to forget. The spirit
that's through this crowd as | cane in is al nost

cont agi ous, you can alnost feel it. That is what we should
be about, com ng together as a comunity, to find the best

I n everyone and to give everyone equal opportunity.

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | renenber the day Franklin
Roosevelt died. W were waiting for ny daddy at the bus and
peopl e began to weep -- Republicans and Denocrats. He was
very special, and to cone here to see the room he sat in,
to see the places he went, has neant so nmuch to ne, because
that man represented again a person who believed in people
-- not just sone people, but all people of the United

St at es.

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO He believed we could overcone a
depression, he believed we could overcone two wars fought
hal fway around the world fromeach other at the sane tine,
he believed in the courage, the strength and the
magni fi cence of the Anmerican people, and indeed all people.
And he believed in hinself, he believed that he did not
have to go hone to Hyde Park and stay there, as so nany
peopl e had for so |long. He believed he could go out and be
President of the United States. And just think about it --
Wwe can go serve our country, we can support our famly, we
can be the best businessman goi ng, we can be the nost
wonderful artist, we can be the county conm ssioner, with
the spirit that is here today.
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It has been so exciting to see what has happened. The ADA
Is a wonderful law, it's a sinple law -- and if anybody

gi ves you any trouble and tells you that it's conplicated,
terrifying or has too much regulation init, tell themto
call nme at 514-2002.

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Because of the tirel ess work of
everyone here and people all across the country, both those
wth disabilities and those who care, doors are being
opened. | have traveled this country and in the seven and a
hal f years | have been in office, | have seen people gain
access to the courthouse that they never had before. | have
seen people gain access to the drugstore that they never
had before. |I've seen a shrewd young man or heard a shrewd
young man descri be how he told the druggist, "you want ny
busi ness, then w den the aisles.”

W have seen what the spirit here today can do when peopl e
come together and care. Indeed, all the opportunities this
nation has to offer are becom ng nore accessi bl e each day.
What do we have to do? You' ve got to work harder, |'ve got
to work harder. Sonebody just asked ne, "Are you satisfied
with the Justice Departnent's response to date?" For as

|l ong as there is anybody with disability that doesn't have
access to sonething they want access to, | want to make
sure that we continue to try harder.

(Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The U. S. Suprene Court heard the
voi ces of two CGeorgians -- Lois Curtis and El aine WI son
bot h have devel opnental di sabled and psychiatric

di sabilities, both were institutionalized even though they
could have lived in the community with the right support
services. W were proud to join their struggle and to
appear in the United States Suprene Court to support them
and we were delighted | ast year when the United States
Suprene Court declared that unjustified segregation of
people with disabilities in institutions violates the ADA
We can use this as an exanple for others as well. This
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| andmark ruling is bringing hope of greater freedom and
dignity to millions of people with disabilities and their
famlies and friends across this country.

And think, as Anericans' |ife expectancy increases, we can
gi ve hope to so many peopl e, keep them out of nursing
hones, keep themin their hones, keep them so that they can
be strong and thrive and contribute. Have you ever seen an
85-year-old person teach her grandson how to use the
conmputer? It's usually the reverse, but it's happening

t oday.

One of the basic freedons of every Anerican is to have
access to the institutions of governnent. Too often, you
can't go to the county conm ssion because you can't hear
what's going on; you can't get in the courthouse; you can't
get to the courtroom Last fall, we began Project G vil
Access. Qur goal is to nake sure that the ADA's prom se of
equal access to civic life be fulfilled. W sent

I nvestigators to a city or town in each of the 50 states.
We found in many places that sone changes had been made to
provi de access, but in many, they were not conprehensive
enough to ensure the accessibility of town prograns. But we

found a willingness to get on with the job of reaching ADA
conpliance -- they just needed to know how, in sone
I nst ances.

As a result of this initiative, today |I'm pleased to
announce that we are signing 10 agreenents and we're in the
process of negotiating 15 others. These agreenents are
conpr ehensi ve, they address the entire range of ADA issues
such as accessibility of town halls, parks and polling

pl aces and effective comunication in city hall, neetings,
court proceedi ngs and other governnent activities. They are
nodel s for towns and cities across the country to follow in
conplying with the ADA.

We also created two user-friendly guides to help in this
effort and we have distributed them far and w de.

| don't want to do it just a case at a tine, | want to see
Anerica open its doors for all our people.
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( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Unfortunately, sonme peopl e say that
the ADA's requirenents for state and | ocal governnent are
unconstitutional. W think there is nothing
unconstitutional about a |l aw ensuring the equal right of
all Americans to access to their governnment. W have fought
this battle in over 40 courts nationwi de, wi nning in al nost
every case, and we will proudly defend the ADA this QCctober
before the United States Suprene Court.

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO But there is nore to do and we have
a long way to go, and we know it. President Cinton has
asked Congress for a 35 percent increase for Justice
Depart nent ADA enforcenent. These new funds are critica
for the vigorous and conprehensive effort that we want to
undert ake.

This past Saturday, | stood at Runnyneade in Engl and, where
King John net the Barons and the Magna Carta was signed. It
put people first. In those days, it was just the Barons.

Let us go forth fromthis place today and put all the
people of Anerica first. Let us understand the strength of
the human spirit and let us, as we watch the torch being
carried in today, carry that spirit throughout Anerica and
around the world until every single door is open.

God bl ess you all.

( Appl ause.)

MR, RUZYCKI: You all heard the challenge and we heard it
fromthe Attorney CGeneral. W can't thank you enough, Ms.
Reno, for continuing the advocacy on behalf of persons with
di sabilities and sharing your inportant tine.

| can assure you that all of the people here, particularly
t he peopl e here who braved this wonderful heat, will also
go forth and be advocates even nore so in the next several
years, as we nove forward in nmaking things even nore
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I ndependent .

| wanted to ask nowif we mght be able to call upon SGT
Avery for the retiring of the colors. SGI Avery.

(Pause.)

MR, RUZYCKI: Well, if sonething could go wong, it wll go
Wr ong.

(Laughter.)

MR, RUZYCKI: This gives ne an opportunity again to thank
Andy | nparato for being wwth us and for all of the folks

i nvolved in the torch. W may have been the smallest city
of the twenty-sonething cities, but we sure did give a good
show here in Warm Springs, and | thank all of you for

com ng out.

(Appl ause.)

MR. RUZYCKI: | want to thank Nancy Duncan and Carol yn

Morel and for the synposiumthis norning that was hel d. That
I's very much appreciated, many attended that. Thank Joe
Lyttle and his staff and, of course, our own Danny Lee, for
maki ng this all happen.

If I mght call upon now SGI Avery for the retiring of the
col ors.

(Pause.)

MR. RUZYCKI: You would think 1'd be able to retire the
colors. I"msorry. W might just retire them ourselves.

By the way, Ms. Reno only has a few nonents, but she does
want to visit wwth the patients and students, so pl ease
hang around, and the fol ks fromthe outdoor therapeutic
canp. She wanted to say hello to you, so please stay for a
f ew nonents.

And now, we'll have the retiring of the col ors.
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( Appl ause.)

(Retiring of colors.)
MR. RUZYCKI : Thank you, Sergeant.

There are refreshnents on the left. You know t he chal | enge.
Thank you for being part of this special day.

(Wher eupon, the ADA Torch Run Cerenpbny was concl uded at
3:35 p.m)
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