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Q Here we go!
Q Right on tine. (Cross talk.)
Q One mnute early.

ATTY GEN. RENO No, we just checked the time -- (laughter)
-- and it was 9:30. | walked -- that clock's wong,
according to Bessie. (Laughter.)

Q Nobody can change it?
QAIl right, you're right on tine.

Q Ms. Reno, there were reports out yesterday that D ck
Cheney hosted political contributors in the Pentagon in
1991 and 1992.

It seens rather harml ess on the surface, but is this the
kind of thing that the canpaign finance task force is
exam ni ng?
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WIIl they reviewthis issue at all?

ATTY GEN. RENO |I'mnot famliar with it. Let ne have Myron
gi ve you what ever comrent woul d be appropri ate.

Q And one -- on a related thene, have you received a
recomendation fromthe FBI regarding the appointnment of a
speci al counsel to investigate canpaign finance matters

I nvol ving Vice President CGore?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have a received an initial coment from
Di rector Freeh.

| don't believe |I've gotten the followup materi al.

QDo you -- is it what we expected? Is it inline with his
earlier statenents?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not conment.
Q What is the followup material ?
ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know.

QI nean, are you -- do you know that he will send
addi tional material?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know whether he will or not.

Q Have you had a chance to sit down and talk to M.
Robi nson on the subject yet?

ATTY GEN. RENG |'ve talked to several people on the
subj ect.

Q Can you tal k about Waco yet?
ATTY GEN. RENO What do you want ne to tal k about?

QWwell, I nean, you're no |onger constrained, since the
trial is over. | take it the -- M. Danforth was 100
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percent sure that you and M. Freeh and the FBlI and the
Justice Departnent were exonerated of any charges in the
matter of the Waco burni ng.

ATTY GEN. RENG Well, let's --

Q How do you feel about it?

ATTY GEN. RENO First of all, the judge still has to rule
in the trial, and so | don't want to be presunptuous there.

Secondly, there are sone matters that Senator Danforth
still has to address.

And | think it would be best if |I did not conment, so that
he can pursue it and conclude the matter.

| think ny reaction should be obvious.
(Laughter.)
Q Ah --

Q Just to -- (laughter) -- make it absolutely clear, what
I's that reaction? (Laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO (Sm |l ed broadly, as per report.) Beverly.

Q Mnhmm (In acknow edgnent.) (Laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO That's ny reaction.

Q Along those |lines, the president was quoted, in testinony
that he gave to Robert Conrad earlier this year, as still
saying that he -- Waco, he felt, you know -- (inaudible) --
entirely a m stake and that people -- billions of people at
the Justice Departnent who wanted to -- to give in earlier.
What's your reaction to his coments? And is that the way

that you renenber it, that he had to give in to the Justice
Departnent on this issue?
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ATTY GEN. RENG | think everybody who has been touched by
Waco would like to be able to undo it. But the real issue
is we don't know what he woul d have done on his own in the
long run. And so | think all of us, the president, | am
sure, and others, think, "Wat could we have done to have
prevented the tragedy?"

Q (Inaudi ble) -- the president -- (inaudible) -- suggesting
his having to be persuaded, convinced that he should nove?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't quite know what you nean by that.

But the president had told Stuart CGerson, early on, before
| was sworn in, that he wanted to be kept advi sed.

And he had told M. Gerson of an experience he had had in
Ar kansas.

So he wanted to be advised and wanted to be kept inforned
of the issues that we faced.

When | talked to himthat Sunday afternoon, | advised him
we discussed it, and we went ahead.

Q Back to ny first question, do you feel totally
exoner ated? Has the Justice Departnent and the FBI been
exonerated, in your eyes, by M. Danforth's concl usi ons?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think Senator Danforth should speak for
hi s concl usi ons.

One doesn't think in ternms of exoneration when you | ook at
sonething like that. That was a terrible tragedy.

And what | have al ways said was we have got to | ook to the
future to see what we can do, what we can | earn about hunan
behavi or, to avoid tragedies |ike that.

Q Senator Danforth said that he encountered substanti al
resistance in ternms of his investigation, in getting
cooperation fromthe Justice Departnent and that on
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mul ti ple occasions he had to deal with M. Holder to
resol ve disputes, in terns of docunent collection and
evi dence col l ection. Can you speak to whether or not you
have sone dissatisfaction wth that finding?

ATTY GEN. RENO M. Hol der would -- shoul d address that
because he was the acting attorney general since | had
recused nyself, and | don't think it would be appropriate
for me to comrent.

Q Ceneral Reno, there's been an assunption that you woul d
decide on this recommendation from M. Conrad fairly soon,
but is there any consideration being given to deferring a
decision until after the election so as to not interfere
wWith the process of the election?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the best thing for me to do is to

pursue ny thought process and ny information-gathering
process and nake a decision and not discuss it till | do.

QBut is the election an issue that you're considering? Is
that part of your thought process?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think, rather than dribble this out, |
should do it in a conprehensive, thoughtful way, and then
advi se.

QWIIl you do so in a news conference and let us all know
at the sane tinme?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know how we will do it.
| wll try to be as forthcomng as | can.

Q Back to the Waco matter just for a nonent. | don't know
I f | understood correctly or not. But in that neeting that
you descri bed, that Sunday neeting with the president --

ATTY GEN. RENO | did not neet with the president.

| talked with him by tel ephone.
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Q Talked with him Is it your recollection that there was
-- that you had to convince himto do sonething that he
wasn't sure about?

ATTY GEN. RENO M recollection was that we had a very
difficult situation, that there were many issues. | went
over those issues with him

| think we both had to be convinced, if you wll. | had had
to be convinced before | nmade the determ nati on.

He wanted to nake sure ny questions had been answered. |
think from-- | don't have a specific recollection of the
conversation, but going back over the reports, he had
guestions and | answered those questions and we went ahead.

Q What were those questions, | nean, if you can give us
sone i dea?

ATTY GEN. RENO Hi s questions were, "Are you sure you've
had all your questions answered"? And he wanted, as |
recall, to know what the questions were. | went through it
wth him told himwhy |I had decided that we should go
ahead, and we di scussed those.

Q Ckay. And I'msorry, but I may not have -- | may not have
under st ood. The questions were -- |I'mjust trying to get
sone idea of what the specific questions were.

ATTY GEN. RENO The specific questions really can best be
framed by the reports of why I went ahead of it.

Q Attorney Ceneral Reno, what are you looking for, if
anyt hing, out of Congress in the final days before recess?
What woul d you nost |ike to see Congress take action on?

ATTY. GEN. RENO I'd like to see sone nom nees confirned,
both for judicial position and for positions in the Justice
Depart nent.

|'"d like to see reasonabl e gun | egislation passed that
cl osed the gun show |l oophole. 1'd like to see us address
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the 1 ssue of the COPS authorizati on and nake sure that we
fund the COPS program

|'"d like to make sure that we cone out with an
appropriation that is balanced, thoughtful, neets the needs
of cybercrinme for the future, terrorismfor the future, and
prepares us for this next year, so that | can hand the
departnment off in good shape.

QI nean, are there any nmmjor issues that you're concerned
about that you would not |ike to see Congress pass but are
nmovi ng t hrough the pipeline now?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It's better that | take those up with
Congr ess.

Q Ms. Reno, there was a ruling out in California yesterday
i nvol vi ng Napster, the Internet nusic-sharing technol ogy.
An injunction blocked people fromusing this, effective a
coupl e of days from now.

Is this -- is the admnistration |ooking at the |arger

I ssues that are involved here in terns of copyright
enforcenent, those kind of things, in light of -- in |ight
yesterday's ruling, or -- | nmean, also, are you planning to

get involved in this case in any way?

ATTY. GEN. RENO. W are review ng the decision, and until
we conplete that review, | think comment woul d be
prenat ur e.

Q But on the larger issue of copyright enforcenent, has
t hat becone an issue or a problemfor the Justice
Departnment to | ook at?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think copyright enforcenent and the
protection of intellectual property has been an issue for
t he departnent.

(Pause.)

Thank you. (Laughter.)
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Q Let ne go back just one nore tine into this Waco natter.
It's been reported that M. Danforth's group of

I nvestigators are 100 percent certain -- | quote, "100
percent certain," that M. Koresh was to blanme for the

di saster at Waco and, furthernore, M. Danforth has said
that there was no conspiracy, no coverup, at all by the U
S. governnent.

Does that resonate well with you?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it would be best for the report to
speak for itself.

There will cone a tine when it's appropriate for me to
comrent, and | think that Senator Danforth, since he has
I ndi cated that he has additional natters that he wants to
pursue, should be able to pursue those w thout comrent by
me.

Q Understood. Al right.

Q Ms. Reno, on the issue of Los Al anps and the m ssing and
returned conputer tapes, can you give us any sense whet her
there's any indication of espionage? The FBI and Secretary
Ri chardson had indicated there was not.

Any addi tional --

ATTY GEN. RENO I'msorry, Peter. | didn't hear your first
-- the first part of your question.

Q Any additional updates on the Los Al anbs conputer tapes,
that investigation, in terns of whether there was espi onage
earlier?

The indication is there was not. | just wanted to see if
the was any update on how that was progressing.

ATTY GEN. RENO | really should not conment.
Any issue with respect to that matter should be raised in
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court.

Q Anot her question on Waco: Is there any possibility of the
Justice Departnent bringing a crimnal prosecution against
t hose who were found to have perhaps w thheld information?

M. Danforth has said that he has no intention at this
point, in his capacity as outside counsel, of bringing any
crimnal charges against, for instance, M. Rogers or

ot hers who may have w thheld information.

Can the Justice Departnent and woul d the Justice Depart nent
consider that -- (off mke)?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | think that in this instance, where we
have sought a special counsel and they have done such a
t horough job, I think they should have the final say.

And one thing | would say. It is -- Senator Danforth
referred to this as sone of the nost inportant work that he
has ever done.

It is gratifying to ne that people will heed a call and
undertake a responsibility like this. And it's again an
exanple of the great varieties of public service that
peopl e can perform and which are so very inportant to
maki ng denocracy work.

Q Attorney Ceneral Reno, the Arab Anmerican comunity in the
Charlotte, North Carolina, area is very upset about a
nunmber of people being held w thout being charged with

mat eri al support for terrorism

They feel that civil liberties are being violated there.

Wthout reference to that specific case, do you feel
concerned about their expression of fear and their
expressi on of prejudice?

And to what extent is there supervision taking place in
Washi ngton, since this | aw has been so rarely invoked?
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ATTY GEN. RENOG | think it's inportant in any case to be
concerned and to ensure that the lawis pursued correctly,
Wi t hout any discrimnatory basis.

And we're going to try to do everything we can to see that
t hat happens.

Q Attorney Ceneral Reno, this week there was a suggestion
t hat perhaps you were unaware of the Carnivore systenis
I npl enent ati on.

Do you feel that you have a good working relationship with
the FBI in cybercrine?

ATTY GEN. RENO W have a very good relationship, and it is
continuing. And I think that there is nmuch that can be
done.

| think we all have a responsibility to explain things so
t hat peopl e understand them and appreciate what we're
trying to do to protect privacy interests, to ensure that
nodern technology is used correctly, and that we provide a
benchmark and a basis for giving people confidence in the
process.

And | think that's what the FBI and the Departnent of
Justice are about now.

Q Were you inforned about Carnivore before its
I npl enent ati on?

ATTY GEN. RENO. Not as it was announced to ot hers.

Q When | ast we net, you indicated that you were conducting
an informal review of the whol e i ssue of Carnivore.

Has that been conpl et ed?
And if so, what are your concl usions?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are contenplating a two- -- as a result
of that review, we're contenplating a two-step process.
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The first step wll be to have an individual expert or a
group of experts, probably froman academ ¢ conmunity,
conduct a detailed review of the source code.

Those experts wll report their findings to a panel of
I nterested parties, people fromthe tel ecommunications and
conputer industries, as well as privacy experts. |I'mvery

anxious to get this review under way.

The FBI is working on it, and representatives of the Bureau
are neeting with privacy advocates and representatives of
the tel ecommuni cati ons and conputer industry to pursue it
to and to devel op a protocol for the review

Q Ms. Reno, would you consider releasing that source code?

That's one of the things that the privacy advocates are
pushi ng very hard.

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we have got to | ook at the whole
I ssue and nake a determ nation as to whether the source
code can be rel eased consistent with appropriate | aw
enforcement interest, as well as what the effect is on
privacy interests.

And this will be what the review can i ndicate.

Q Has the FBI agreed to the two-step process, or did you
have to inpose it on thenf

ATTY GEN. RENO No, this is sonething that we have worked
out together.

Q Have you consi dered suspendi ng the programor use of the
programuntil you can get this review conpl et ed?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we will continue to nmake sure that
it is inplemented carefully and that there is no abuse in
Its use when there are valid | aw enforcenent purposes for
it.
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Q Has it been suspended during the tine of this review, or
are agents still able to use it if they want to?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that agents can still use it, not
I f they want to --

QIf the court orders --

ATTY GEN. RENO -- but if the court, either in the
equivalent of -- that it's properly done. But | think we
need to get the review under way and make sure that we
explain and satisfy concerns that have been expressed.

Q What do you think is the timng of this review, in your
j udgnment, how qui ckly?

ATTY GEN. RENO 1'd like to get it done as soon as
possi bl e.

Q Has it noved ahead too fast inits -- (off mke) -- so
far? I's that why you see the need for this review?

ATTY GEN. RENO Too fast?

Q Yes.
ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant -- | don't know that
It's too fast. | just think it's inportant, as you devel op

new technol ogy and utilize it, that you try to explain to
people, to the citizens of the United States, what it is,
howit's being used to ensure -- | think it's very

I nportant for the Anerican people to feel that they are the
mast er of technol ogy, not that technology is nmastering them

And for us to be able to do that requires that we be able
to explain the process and address the issues raised by the
I ndustry, privacy experts and ot hers.

Q Wo el se m ght make a deci sion about Carnivore and its
use, out of the process that you've set up?
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ATTY GEN. RENO Well, | ultimately have to nake any
decision in the departnent that's in dispute. My hope is
that we won't have disputes, that we will be able to

address these issues in a thoughtful way and resol ve them

Q Are you satisfied that people are the nasters of
technol ogy so far?

ATTY GEN. RENO No.
Q Wiy, then, continue to allowits use?

ATTY GEN. RENO |'mnot tal king about that technol ogy; | am
t al ki ng about technol ogy generally.

| think one of the great issues that we have in this
country today is how do we get a sufficient nunber of
people with the skills necessary to understand the
technology, to utilize the technology and to utilize it the
ri ght way.

| think that's why it's so inportant we devel op prograns

t hat encourage people to pursue these skills, that we
identify people with the aptitude, that we identify | awers
who have both the cyber know edge and the | egal know edge
and, in this transition, as we have seen such a burgeoni ng
of technol ogy that we never dreaned of 20 years ago, that
we prepare ourselves as well as we can.

Q Ms. Reno, is this essentially just a public relations
problemw th Carnivore, starting wwth the nane? Don Kerr is
a very honorabl e and professional chief of the FBI | ab.

The actual process of Carnivore does not lend itself to
abuse.

Basical ly, you've got a sniffer that's | ooking for

aut henti cation code specifically for targets approved in a
court order. If you accept all those things as true, where
IS the opportunity for abuse, especially if the procedures
of Carnivore are audited regularly by FBI supervisors?
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ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know how you woul d characterize
it, that it be public relations or otherw se, but clearly
we have an issue where peopl e have questions and gover nnent
has a responsibility to try to answer those questions as
much as it can, and to address the issue of what | talk
about .

John Marshall made clear for history that the Constitution
was a living docunent, that it was a docunent that could
adj ust to changes in history.

And | don't think he ever dreaned of technology |like this,
but if he had and if he did, because he dreaned of a lot, |
t hi nk he woul d have believed that the Constitution could be
adapted, w thout changing its basic protections, to

t echnol ogy.

And we've got to explain how we do that.

QSo it's a matter of explaining what Carnivore is? You
don't | ook at the system and see an inherent problen it's
a matter of explaining what Carnivore is?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it's a matter of explaining and
trying to bring in experts that will give people additional
confidence and trying to be as forthcom ng as we can.

Q How upset are you that you were not fully briefed on
sonething as inportant as this to the American people
before it was inpl enented?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it's inportant because the
technol ogy i s changing daily.

| am not as upset that | wasn't briefed on specific issues
because there is so nmuch that's happening. And | have the
sense that -- | amnot surprised that we have the capacity
to do that.

What | am concerned about is that we do it in a way that
doesn't create doubt; but I1'd rather do it in a way that
creates assurance for the process.
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Q Following up, recently Vice President Gore held an event
I n support of a victins' rights anendnent to the
Constitution.

Senator Kyl said it was your Justice Departnent that hel ped
bl ock that anendnent in the Senate. Did the vice president
ever urge you to change your position, or nmake his position
known to you, at the tine of the debate?

ATTY GEN. RENO Change what position?

Q The Justice Departnent's position on the Victinsg' Rights
Amendnent to the Constitution; you were urging sone changes
I n that |anguage.

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

QA victinms' rights group told ne, when |I asked them about
this specific thing, that there was, | think, a suggestion
by the Justice Departnent that there at |east be a clause
in this amendnent that would kind of note that there is a

need to protect the rights of defendants, as well, and that
that was seen to be a hang-up for sone victins' rights
gr oups.

ATTY GEN. RENO Your question was, did he talk to ne?
Q Yes.
ATTY GEN. RENO He never tal ked to ne.

Your question is, "D d the Justice Departnent have sone
positions?" And we had positions and nade t hem known.

Q Could you go into nore detail on what --

ATTY GEN. RENO 1'Ill ask Myron to give you the specifics of
it.

But we supported the Victins' Ri ghts Anendnent.
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W wanted to nmake sure that it was sonmething that fit into
the constitutional |anguage and that it nmade clear that it
di d not abrogate defendants' rights that had been well

est abl i shed.

| felt very strongly, since | had had the experience in
Fl ori da where the voters had approved a constitutional
anmendnent, a victins' rights anmendnent, one that | had

supported and then one that | inplenented and worked on; |
felt very strongly that it could work and that it could
wor k wel [ .

Q Ms. Reno, a group of |ocal prosecutors in Southern
California are now offering, basically, free DNA tests to
convi ct s.

s this sonmething that you woul d encour age ot her
jurisdictions to do now that -- | nean, since we have been
tal king so nuch about technol ogy -- the technol ogy has gone
so nmuch further than it was just five years ago?

|s this sonmething that all jurisdictions should offer
convicts, just to be absolutely clear they're guilty?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think what we need to do is to nmake sure
that we utilize DNA technol ogy and science in the right
way .

There may be instances where it will be totally irrel evant
and to offer it nmakes no sense. There may be instances
where it could or could not have an effect, and we have to
| ook at those and neke sure that it's used correctly.

Q Ms. Reno, do Senator Danforth's findings nmake Waco any

| ess personally painful for you, or is it still something
that you live with every day?

ATTY GEN. RENO The answer to the first question is no.

Q And the second question, that it weighs heavily on you?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the things |I |earned about a | ong
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time ago is that you do the best you can; you prepare
yoursel f as best you can, and then you go forward.

The suggestion that it weighs heavily in terns of dragging
me down,

| don't think -- | don't let things like that do that.

| just try to look to the future and say what can we do
when anot her David Koresh, or sonebody |ike him appears to
make sure that we know as nmuch as we can about human
behavi or and what we can do to prevent such a tragedy.

Q Ms. Reno, are you at all troubled by a pretty substanti al
difference in the rates at which federal prosecutors are
allowing white defendants to plea bargain their way out of
federal executions versus the rate at which bl ack

def endants are getting out of executions through plea

bar gai ns?

ATTY GEN. RENO | haven't seen statistics that say people
are "getting out of executions." Wiat | have woul d indicate
there mght be a different rate. But that nmay be expl ai ned
by the type of cases, and that's what we're | ooking at very
carefully, to see what are the disparities, if any; what
are the explanations for them and what should be done, if
anything, to address an unwarranted di sparity.

Q Has the president actually signed an order to postpone
the execution of M. @Grza, or is that sonething that
they've just said at the Wiite House he will do?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think he anticipates doing it shortly.

Q Can you tell us where the clenency regul ation issue
stands at this point?

ATTY GEN. RENO | hope it will be finalized very shortly.

Q Have you any personal perspective regarding the new
adm nistration in Mexico and its ability to face the |aw
enforcenent issues that we share, the United States shares

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/072700agavail.htm (17 of 20) [4/21/2009 8:15:21 AM]



07-27-00: WEEKLY MEDIA BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

wi th Mexico, specifically the drug busi ness?

ATTY GEN. RENO | believe I'"'mgoing to be neeting with
representatives of the new adm nistration today, and | | ook
forward to doing everything | can to ensure a good hand-of f
fromnme to the next attorney general in terns of preparing
ourselves to work as closely as possible with them

Q What do you think about Vicente's -- Vicente Fox has
publicly been saying that he'd like to see the borders
open, the U. S. - Mxican border open and i mm gration be
free. Is that just conpletely out of the question, or do
you have any comment ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | haven't heard the specifics, so | think I
woul d reserve comrent.

Q Ckay.

Q You have a period of nonths left as attorney general
before your termw !l end. What are the major priorities
and goal s;

what's the maj or unfinished business that you would like to
see acconplished as you enter this final phase as attorney
general ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | want to do everything | can to try to
make sure that each community approaches crine in a
partnership between federal, state and | ocal |aw
enforcenent officials, with the private sector.

|'"d like to do everything | could to nmake sure that people
appreci ate what can be done if we utilize data correctly,

I f we devel op databases, have anal ysts who are good at
under st andi ng what that data says, and provide us a gane
plan, if you will, of howto deal with violence in a
communi ty.

| think if we pursue our goals, we can ultimately end the
culture of violence in this country. W will never end
vi ol ence conpl etely.
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But if we look at it and consider what is the particul ar
crime problemin a community -- is it an increase in

met hanphet am ne cases; is it violence; is it a drug gang;
Is it donmestic violence; is it an arned career crimnal

who's just returned fromprison? -- if we can get away from
the political rhetoric and look at it froma conmobn-sense
point of view, in a bipartisan way, | think we can nake a

di f f erence.

And 1'd like to do everything | could in these next 4-1/2,
five nonths to solidify that effort.

| want to do everything | can to prepare the Justice
Departnent and its conponents for the cyber age, and to do
everything | can to prepare it to deal wth the issue of
cybercrinme, in conjunction with state and | ocal authorities.

| want to do everything | can to make sure that the Justice
Departnent is in a position to deal with crine that is
International in its origins and its consequences, through
working with countries such as the G8, with the EU, to |et
peopl e know that there is no safe place to hide in this
world if you have commtted a crine.

| want to | eave the departnent in as good a shape as | can,
ensuring that its infrastructure is protected, that its
budgeti ng process is in good order, and | want to do
everything | can to make sure that the people in the
Justice Departnent know how much | respect them and admre
them and what great public servants | think they are.

Thank you.

Q (I naudi ble) -- take yourself a holiday in the near future
to rejuvenate. Do you have any pl ans?

ATTY. GEN. RENO |[|'m goi ng kayaki ng.
Q You' re goi ng kayaki ng agai n? (Laughter.)

QAIIl right!
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END.
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