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Q Ms. Reno, Texas executed two people |ast night, one of
whom was consi dered by nmany people to have been nentally
ret ar ded.

This issue has been around for years. The Suprene Court has
allowed nmentally retarded i nmates to be executed efore.

Have you or anyone in the departnent addressed this issue?
Have you | ooked at whether it's constitutional, or is it
sonething that you really haven't been able to get into?

ATTY GEN. RENO. Well, federal law, as | understand it, does
not permt it.

It has al ways been ny practice before to take that into
consi derati on.

| wll ask Myron to check and see if we can provide further
answers to your questions.

Q But there's -- but it doesn't permt it as a consequence
of regul ations. Have you given sone thought as to whether
executing a retarded personal is constitutional?
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ATTY GEN. RENO That's why -- | haven't done it, because |
have addressed it through the federal statute. But what |
wll do is ask Myron to see what he can provide you in

terns of opinions or otherw se.
Q On.

Q Carnivore -- have you reached sone form of agreenent on a
process?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we have. What we are doing is
reaching out to major universities to try to retain such a
university wth expertise in the area to review the

Carni vore system and provide a report on the findings.

| wll approve the final selection of the university after
consulting with the privacy and the | aw enforcenent
communi ty.

The university reviewteamw || have total access to any
I nformati on they need to conduct their review

The interested parties will be briefed on the findings of
the university review team and those findings will be
avai |l abl e for public comrent.

The report itself, as well as any comments from i nterested
parties, will be reviewed and anal yzed by the Justice
Depart nent review panel .

And that panel would include the chief science and

technol ogy officer, the chief privacy officer,
representatives of the Crimnal D vision, and the assistant
director of the FBI Laboratory Division. It will be chaired
by the Justice Managenent Divi sion.

The departnent's revi ew panel recommendation will be
forwarded to ne for ny review and approval, and | think
this will be an effective way to proceed in this issue.

Q But you haven't settled on one particular university yet?
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ATTY. GEN. RENO No, we haven't.

Q Ckay.

Q Have you approached any particular university?
ATTY. GEN. RENOG | believe we have.

Q MT? Cal Tech?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know the nanes yet. |'mwaiting
for the process to take pl ace.

Q There's a published report that says you' ve been tal king
to the University of California at San Di ego.

ATTY. GEN. RENO Yes, | saw that.
Q Is that accurate?
ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know. (Laughter.)

Q And how long is this process going to take now? You're
still -- 1 nmean, it's been weeks.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | would hope we could do it quickly, but
as you know, | sonetinmes get frustrated in those hopes.

(Pause.)
Can | go? (Laughter.)
(Cross tal k. Laughter.)

Q Congressman Janes Traficant has been a bit of a thorn in
the side for the Departnent of Justice for sone tine, |
guess.

The ot her night, he nmade sone pretty outrageous all egations
on tel evision about you, involving substance abuse, anobng
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ot her things.

| was wondering if you had, A heard themor, B, had any
reaction to thenf

ATTY. GEN. RENO | just consider the source.

Q (Chuckles.) So there's nothing to it, obviously.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know where he got the information,
and since he didn't present it, | don't know anythi ng about
it.

But people say all sorts of nean things that have no basis
in fact, as these have no basis in fact, and I try to go on
and i gnore them

When it -- you know, when it's -- as Lincoln said, if |
were to read everything nean that people said about ne, |

m ght as well close this shop for business.

But those were sone of the neanest things.

Q But can you tell us anything about whether or not there's
an announcenent forthcom ng on charges agai nst hinf?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't comrent on pending investigations.
Q Thank you.

Q Ms. Reno, the reports have been very black |ately about
Hai ti .

In fact, it's been portrayed in a recent article as a drug
state, just as Panama was a drug state under Manuel
Nor i ega.

Can you tell us about your concern about the diversion of
cocai ne from Colonbia into Haiti at approxi mately about 100
tons a year, and then the transshipnent to us?
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ATTY GEN. RENO This is a concern that is very inportant
for us.

Q Ms. Reno, in ternms of the Conrad recomendati on about
Vice President Gore, you have the Denocratic Convention
com ng up.

| s there any concern that whatever decision you make now

wi Il have sone potentially major inpact on the upcom ng
el ection?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think any major decision that the Justice
Depart nent nmakes in any such situation, | imagine, is
al ways a concern.

We've just got to call it like we see it.
Q How cl ose are you to nmaking that decision?
ATTY GEN. RENO | hope to do it shortly.

QWIIl you do it between now and the convention, or during
next week, during the convention?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know the timng of it.

Qls it conceivable that you woul d nmake that deci sion
during the tinme the convention's going on?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know the tim ng.

QWIIl you tell us publicly whether you've nade the
deci sion and what it is?

ATTY GEN. RENO I'mgoing to try to do everything | can to
keep you i nforned.

Q But would political factors such as the convention affect
the timng one way or the other? | nean, if your decision
was done next week in the mddle of the convention, would
you release it that day, or would you say, the convention
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IS going on, it would be best to wait a week or tw weeks?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will make the determ nation as | think
best when | amfully briefed on all the issues.

Q Are there any issues that you feel |ike you haven't been
bri efed on? And what are they?

ATTY GEN. RENO | wouldn't tell you what those issues were,

I f they are.
Q Ms. Reno, on the Raynard Johnson case -- that's the young
boy who was hanged in sone fashion in M ssissippi -- has

the FBI briefed you yet on its conclusions fromits
I nvesti gation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | get regular briefings, but | have not
been briefed on all the details for the | ast two days.

Q Do you know if they've reached any concl usi ons yet?
ATTY GEN. RENG | have not been advised that they have.

QSo it's still ongoing; they haven't yet issued their
conplete report, as far as you know?

ATTY GEN. RENO That's correct.

QBut if they' ve reached a conclusion yet -- they have not
reached a concl usi on yet?

ATTY GEN. RENO To ny know edge, no concl usi on has been
reached. | have not been advi sed of one.

(Brief pause.) Thank you.

Q What of -- (soft |aughter) -- |I've always got one here
for you.

What of the novenent in this country -- advocated by
Arianna Huffington, advocated by Jesse Jackson -- to
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institute a systemof rehabilitation for nonviol ent drug

of fenders, rather than prison, to have sone kind of
alternate? |Is that sonething that's gaining favor with you,
or (you) have any conmment about?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, | don't know what you nean by
“nonvi ol ent drug offenders.™

Q Peopl e who have been selling drugs, that have done no
violent crine.

ATTY GEN. RENO Anybody that sells drugs, particularly
peopl e who sell drugs |ike crack, are conveyors of

violence, and I think it's inportant to distinguish. W set
up a drug court in Mam that has now spread across the
country, to address the issue of nonviolent first offenders
charged with possession of small anobunts of drugs, who were
users and abusers of drugs.

In that instance, you can do a great deal in terns of
providing treatnent, based on the carrot-and-stick
appr oach.

Wrk with us in job training and placenent, in treatnent,
stay clean, do it for a solid period of tinme that gives you
a good track record, and we will work with you in job
training and job placenent.

But if you ness up during this period of tinme, and cone in
and test positive, then we're going to -- you'll face a
nore serious puni shnent every step of the way.

That carrot-and-stick approach has been effective, if we
provide sufficient resources that ensure adequate treatnent
for these offenders and if the case | oads are such that the
j udges can manage t hem

Now, even for those with serious substance abuse probl ens
who are al so charged with crines that |lead to violence or a
violent crine itself, we can do a lot while they are in
prison to prepare themin the sane way, with the carrot-and-
stick approach, for returning to the community, and we can
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do a great deal in terns of re-entry prograns that give
them after-care and support nechanisnms in the conmmunity so
that they don't start using drugs again.

But for the violent offender or for the offender who sells
drugs and doesn't have a problem | don't know any better
puni shnent than to say, "You face prison for conveying that
m sery and that horror of drug abuse to others.™

Q Wul d those who sell cocaine and heroin be in that
category that would need to be incarcerated?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think if people sell drugs, they are
conveying to others just prisons of despair, prisons of
m sery.

| would rem nd you of one of ny favorite stories, when the
man t hanked ne for arresting himand it turned out he
wasn't thanking nme for arresting him he was thanking ne
because ny prosecutors had gotten himinto a drug program
He'd lost his famly, he'd lost his job, he'd hit rock
bottom the world was awful and he couldn't afford drug
treat ment.

W got himinto a program and now, for two years, he had
been drug-free and he had his famly back and he had a j ob.
And that's the way the system should work, whether you're

in -- if you have a substance abuse probl em
We shoul d address it.

But for the person who is just calculating, greedy, and
sells drugs to nake noney at the expense of others and puts
ot hers through the msery, the despair, sonetines the

i1l ness, the death that results, they deserve sonething
nore than just a chance at getting better, because they
don't have a drug problem

Q Ms. Reno, since the late 1990s, we've had sone
regul ati ons on pseudoephedri ne, because it's a precursor to
nmet hanphet am nes, that nmakes it difficult to get in the U
S. Wiat's being done to keep large anounts of it from being
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legally inported into the country?

ATTY GEN. RENO W have just recently pursued this in an
Operation Muntain Express, in which we nade sone
announcenents, and we're going to be nmaking further
announcenents, as to steps that can be taken to properly
control the use of this substance.

Q Ms. Reno, on former Chilean | eader Pinochet, now that his
I mmunity has been stripped by the Chil ean Suprene Court,
what inpact does that have on your ongoing investigation
her e?

ATTY GEN. RENO It doesn't have an inpact on the
I nvestigation as it continues, except it -- we would have
to see what the investigation produces.

Q Does it nake it less likely that you woul d consi der
charging himhere if he's nore likely to be charged in his
home country?

ATTY GEN. RENG It woul d depend on the circunstances, and
we woul d have to look at it, but our investigation would
conti nue.

Q Ms. Reno, how concerned are you about violence in Los
Angel es next week? And how nuch of the departnent's
resources is being dedicated to | aw enforcenent ?

ATTY GEN. RENO W have worked with everyone concer ned,
Wi th the Secret Service, which is the | ead agency in this
matter.

W want to do everything we can to be supportive. And it is
nmy hope that there will be a thoughtful, peaceful week in
Los Angeles, that people will have the opportunity to
express their views in a thoughtful, peaceful way, and that
things will go forward accordingly.

At the sane tine, we will be prepared.
Q When you say "prepared,” are you dispersing anti -
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terrorismteans or swat teans, nuclear, biological,
chem cal --

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't discuss what |I'm going to do.

Q Ms. Reno, what's the status of the federal death penalty
racial disparity study? There have been sone reports that
It's conplete but it's not being rel eased because the
results are not entirely flattering.

ATTY GEN. RENO No, that was the question |ast week. (Soft
| aughter.) | don't care what the results are, whether
they're flattering, but | can't quite imgine that

adj ective used in the context of the death penalty.

| want the report to speak for itself, and I want it to be
as conplete as | can get it, and then release it.

Q Attorney Ceneral Reno, in terns of --
ATTY GEN. RENG Can you speak just a little bit |ouder?

Q Certainly. Attorney CGeneral Reno, in terns of tearing
down barriers for mnorities, what comments would you have
about Vice President Gore's selection of Joseph Liebernan
as a running mate?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the things that | prom sed the
Judiciary Commttee at ny confirmation was that | woul dn't
get into the political issues, and so | don't comment from
t hat point of view

| do comment, as | would comrent about anybody, that | have
a great respect for Senator Lieberman and have enjoyed
working wwth himin the context, as attorney general to
senat or.

Q Ms. Reno, next week the INS is holding a special awards
cerenony for the agents who participated in the operation
to take Elian Gonzalez fromthe house in Mam . First, do
you think that's appropriate, given the intense controversy
surrounding that? And secondly, will this awards cerenony
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be open to the public and the press? | think it's being
held i n Georgi a.

ATTY GEN. RENG You would have to check with Conm ssi oner
Mei ssner on the details. | have just |learned about it in
the | ast two days.

| wll say that it is inportant -- |eaving people's
concerns aside and the various positions -- that agents who
are asked to undertake initiatives |ike this and who devote
so nmuch tinme and try to do it so that people are not hurt
-- it is very inmportant that we understand what a difficult
j ob they have and accord themthe recognition of doing it

W t hout anybody getting hurt.

Q Thank you, Ms. Reno.
ATTY. GEN. RENG Thank you.
Q(Of mke) -- about your vacation plans yet to kayak?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Hopeful |y, kayaking. Hopefully, going hone
for a weekend and, hopefully, exploring nore of this area

before | | eave.
QAIl right!

Q Good day.
END.
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