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Q Hel l o.
ATTY GEN. RENO How are you?
Q Fi ne.

Q Ms. Reno, you've been on the | ookout for a university or
simlar institution to independently evaluate the Carnivore
el ectronic intercept system Have you chosen a university,
or if you haven't, how far along in that process --

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not been presented with a
recomendati on yet.

Q Ms. Reno, what's the feeling here about the court of
appeals ruling two days ago on the CALEA issue? And nunber
one, what is your feeling about the ruling in terns of
CALEA? And secondly, what do your fol ks here think about
the effect of the ruling on systens |ike Carnivore?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are review ng the decision, and | have
not yet had a chance to see it, because | just returned

| ate last night fromthe Dom ni can Republic for the

I naugur ati on of the new president, Mejia. As | understand
it, we believe that we can denonstrate that these
capabilities should be included in a revised FCC order and
that the concerns of the court can be addressed.
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But | want to take tinme to today to see just exactly where
we're at.

Q Steve Col gate has been telling everybody, "Onh, well, this
wasn't a terrible loss. This just neans that our paper was
graded 'inconplete.""

Way did you turn in an inconplete paper?

ATTY GEN. RENO | heard his expression, and | didn't quite
understand it, so |l think I'lIl have to find out today what
he was neani ng.

Q How exactly is it possible to neet the burdens of the
court of appeals standard while --

ATTY GEN. RENO As | indicated, | have not yet read the
opinion, and | want to take tinme today to understand
exactly where we're at.

Q Wth regards to Carnivore, given the concerns that this
appeal s court ruling has for the informati on obtained via
Carnivore, wouldn't it nmake sense to put it on hold pending
t he i ndependent inquiry, rather than continue to deploy it?

ATTY GEN. RENO What |I'd like to do is to see exactly where
we are today, talk with people who have been involved in
the litigation, and see just what shoul d be done.

Q Ms. Reno, the ruling upheld two provisions, one on
antenna towers, the location of antenna towers, and the
ot her on packet node information.

The packet nobde seens to be the nost relevant to Carnivore.
s it possible that you look at this ruling as a victory
for Carnivore rather than a defeat?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, again, I'mnot going to junp to
concl usions. Let ne just see exactly where we're at first.

Q Also on Carnivore, on the Freedom of I|Information Act
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issue -- and | know that the departnent is litigating this,
but why woul d the departnent rel ease anythi ng under the
Freedom of Information Act, given that this is an

I nvestigative tool? Wuldn't it be covered under the
exclusion for investigative material ?

ATTY GEN. RENO Now, you know that |'ve tried to be as open
as possible. And if investigative materials are not in any
way inpaired, then we try to be, | think, open. But it's
done according to FOA, and we want to do it right.

Q According to the filing you made, or your departnent nade
In court, you say you'll release information within 45
days, and then each subsequent 45 days, you'll rel ease

I nformati on.

|s there any end to this process, by which tinme you w ||
rel ease all information except --

ATTY GEN. RENO | hope so
Q When do you expect that that would be?

ATTY GEN. RENG There are sone 3,000 pages that we have got
to go through, and we want to do it as expeditiously as
possi bl e, but we want to do it properly.

Q Ms. Reno, since there is now a delay in the CALEA
standard because of the court decision, will you give

tel ecom conpanies nore tinme to conply? They have right now,
| think -- they're supposed to conply within a year, and
with the -- supposedly the punch list. But now the punch
list has been questioned.

ATTY GEN. RENO Here is what | want to do today, is to | ook
at the opinion, talk wwth the peopl e involved, and naeke
appropri ate deci sions.

Q Can you tell us what's going on at the Croom (sp)
detention center? Did you order a special investigation of
al | egati ons of rape?

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/0817agavail.htm (3 of 5) [4/20/2009 1:43:25 PM]



08-17-00: WEEKLY MEDIA BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WASHINGTON, D.C.

ATTY GEN. RENO Wat we are doing is pursuing the

I nvestigations of allegations of wongdoi ng, through the

| nspector CGeneral's Ofice, | believe the FBI is assisting
as well, and the U S. Attorney in the Southern District of
Florida is pursuing it.

At the sane tine, | want to | ook at what can be done
adm ni stratively and structurally to address on a permanent
basis the issues with respect to Croom (sp).

Q Ms. Reno, have you received all the information that
you're going to get prior to nmaking a decision on whether
to nane a special counsel for the vice president?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't comment.

Q Ms. Reno, on the case of Raynard (sp) Jackson, the young
man who was found dead hanging froma tree, Jesse Jackson
and sonme others cane and net with the departnment and with
Eric Holder. Has the investigation concluded? Is it fair to
say now that the federal investigators have determ ned that
this was, in fact, a suicide?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not heard that a recomnmendation or a
concl usi on has been reached yet, but I wll ask Myron or

Carol to check and to furnish you with whatever information
I's avail abl e.

Thank you.

Q Ms. Reno, do you have any special thoughts on vacating
this historic roonf

ATTY GEN. RENO I'mgoing to mss you all in this room
(Laughter.) Thursday nornings won't seemthe sane.

Qw'll follow you down the hall -- (inaudible).
(Laughter).

QWwW'Ill pitch in for coffee and pastry.

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, that m ght be an appropriate way to
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-- so that people know what we're tal king about, the
Justice Building has been -- is in the process of being
renovat ed, sections by sections, so that the southeast
section has been al nost conpleted, and we nove in there
next week. And this whole area, all the offices here, wll
be renovat ed.

And it's very interesting to watch the care an the

t hought ful ness that the contractor and the architect have
put into preserving the building as it was originally

desi gned. And there are sone marvel ous pieces of artwork
and thought that has gone into the design of this building.

| f you haven't had a chance to take a |ook at it, you
shoul d.

Thank you.
Q Thank you.

END.
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