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| ntroductory Speaker: It is ny great honor to introduce and
wel cone the Attorney General to the summt that we have al
wor ked so hard to do. The summt, as you know, Madane
Attorney Ceneral, is the Indian self-determ nation sunmt
on tribal strategies to reduce al cohol, substance abuse and
vi ol ence. W are very happy that you joined us here.

|'"d like to start your introduction by saying thank you.
|"mvery honored to greet you and introduce you this

nmorni ng. About five years ago you hosted the first of about
four or five listening conferences throughout |ndian
country. And you cane to the Pueblo Hanmus and we did a

vill age neeting at the Puebl o Hanus and you were joi ned by
several of your federal partners.

Nearly the entire pueblo was there that was |iving resident
in the community including ny father and nother, Joy and
Juan Ahacos. They're joined today by ny other parents who
have taught ne how to |l ove their son who they raised

| sabell e and Louis Melton and all of the people from across
the country who went and heard you speak to us about your
commtnent. And you've brought great news to us about al
the things that |Indian people have to | ook forward to while
you were in office.

We have been able to witness the commtnment and the hard
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wor k that you have provided for us. Since that tinme that
you were in Hanus, the people of ny conmunity know you as
the bearer of hope, and |I've told you this before a couple
of times, and you have shown us and we have been very
grateful for all of the things that you have done. In this
time, we know that you only have about four nore nonths
here, we are all here, ny parents are here, | brought them
here, they greeted you as you started, they're here to pray
with you and pray for you so that you will have all of the
strength that you' ve been showing us will just nmultiply in
the last four nonths that you are here.

Ladi es and gentl enman, Madane Attorney CGeneral -- this is
the first woman Attorney General of the United States. In
her career she has focused her energies on conbatting and
reduci ng crinme and viol ence by incarcerating serious repeat
of fenders, focusing nuch of her energy on early
Intervention to keep children from being harned, to help
children who are in trouble or who are troubled. She's

gai ned nmuch of her own personal experience and know edge as
a prosecutor for Dade county in Florida, that's where she
first met many of the Indian Nations fromthat community
because her nother also worked anong the | ndian peopl e.

She has focused attention on prevention to enable children
to grow up in a safe constructive environnent. She has

hel ped to reformthe juvenile justice system and pursued
del i nquent fathers for child support paynents. Ms. Reno

al so has hel ped to establish many of the drug courts that
are across the country and especially the one in Mam .
These are all, and sone, a few of the acconplishnents that
she has conducted. At this tine, I1'd like to wel cone M.
Reno to the podi um

Ms. Reno: Thank you so nmuch. It is a privilege and an honor
for ne to be here today with you. W cone to see what we
can do together to reduce al cohol abuse, substance abuse
and violence in the Indian country. Sone people say that
that can't be done. But people said we couldn't reduce
violence in Anerica. And it's now down eight years in a
row, because people cane together, they focused not just on
puni shnment but on prevention. They worked not to get

credit, but to help make Anerica safer and freer. W can
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becone conpl acent overall in this nation and we'll watch
the crime rate go back up, but if we address the issue in a
t hought ful bipartisan way, recognizing that these problens
are not a Republican or a Denocratic, they are a probl em of
t he peopl e and the people nust conme together to solve them

Today, there are over 400 tribal |eaders and practitioners
representing a hundred different Indian tribes fromthe

hi gh school flane keepers of Cherokee North Carolina to ny
friends fromKinez Pueblo and to the Sitka tribe of Al aska.

What Ada didn't tell you, and she has been a good friend
and a good advisor, is that the young people fromthe
puebl o took a relay race across the country one |eg after
another to conme visit nme in the conference roomin the
Departnent of Justice seeking further efforts on the part
of the federal government to honor their elders, to give
hope to their young people, and it is the spirit of those
young people that is with us today.

They are an exanple of the fact that we can do anything we
really want to if we put our mnd to it, and if we accept
sonme very firmprinciples. First of all, the first
principle is the federal governnent is far nore effective
when its different departnents work together, and today,
this summt is being sponsored by five federal departnents,
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent, Health and Human Servi ces,
Interior, Transportation, and Justice. Wen you bring them
together so that you don't have to go fromone to the next
to the next, we can be nuch nore effective.

In addition, the Wite House office of national drug
control policy and fromthe Senate conmmttee on I ndian
affairs are also participating. Throughout the federal
governnent, there are prograns designed to address al cohol
and substance abuse, the BIA, HHS, HUD and DQJ all have
them Let's make sure that we col | aborate and cooperate in
putting these prograns into effect so that we don't engage
In costly duplication, so that we're not redundant in our
efforts, and so that we evaluate our progranms to see what's
wor ki ng and what's not working and nake a difference.
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We have an ongoi ng dialogue with the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and the Indian Health Service concerning al cohol
and substance abuse and violence. W are currently working
on denonstration efforts to address al cohol abuse in |Indian
country. The office of juvenile justice and delinquency
prevention is working cooperatively on a circles of peer
project wth HHS substance abuse and nental health
services admnistration. On January the 7th of 1999 the
Wi t e House announced the tribal youth and nental health
and community safety project.

Agai n, a collaborative effort by Education, HHS, Interior
and Justice to address tribal youth needs in the hone, the
school, the comunity, and in the justice systens. W hope
that this nodel project which brings the forces of
governnent together in a constructive effort will be the
way we deal with issues for the future.

The Departnent of Justice is also seeking to include |Indian
tribes' general progranms to break the cycle of substance
abuse and violent crinme. For exanple, 15 indian tribes
recei ved under the drug free community support program
funded by ONDCP and adm ni stered by the office of juvenile
justice and delinquency prevention. The programw ||
require again collaboration within the community,

gover nnment agenci es, nonprofit groups, and service
providers to prevent the use of drugs and their abuse by
young peopl e.

Ada has nentioned the drug court program W're trying to
make sure that that programis shared throughout I|ndian
country. It operates on the good old carrot and stick
approach, let us give you an opportunity, let us give you
good resources to address the problem and then let us
expect that if you don't accept these opportunities, you
wi Il be held accountable in an appropriate way.

One of the nobst encouraging things to nme, | kept asking
what is being done, what is the |atest research, what is
wor ki ng, what is not working in Indian country, and | ast
Decenber | nmet with representatives of Interior, HUD, |HS,
and Sanpson and Dr. Phil May of the University of New

Mexi co. | asked, how could the Departnment of Justice
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address this problem Wat can we do, how can we worKk
together? It was very interesting. And it was at this point
that | believed we could nmake a difference.

One of Dr. May's answers was to hel p share the nost current
research informati on and | essons being | earned in |Indian
country. Help find and discuss the prograns that are
working in Indian country. Create a forumfor triba

| eaders and practitioners to talk about what works and what
does not worKk.

In response to this answer, the Departnent of Justice in
cooperation with the national crinme prevention council, BIA
and the Indian Health Service held a conference in Seattle
in March of this year called al cohol and crine research and
practice for prevention. Today's summt is a product of

that neeting. Tribal |eaders and others fromIndian country
as well as experts in the field of al cohol and substance
abuse have cone together today to di scuss prom sing
practices for addressing these problens in Indian country.
And that |eads to the second principle.

| f the federal governnment is working together, that's good,
but it won't be very effective unless it listens. | started
those listening conferences a long tinme ago, it seens a
long tinme ago now, it's only about six short years ago. |

have | earned so nmuch fromyou. | have | earned of your
traditions, of your heritage, of your common sense, of the
good ways you approach issues. |'ve |earned, "Madane

Attorney Ceneral, why do you persist upon assigning just
guilt or innocence? It's not just black or white, there are
gray areas and you've got to find out what caused the
problemin the first place and solve that." And we've tried
to do much nore in terns of problem sol ving and peacenaki ng
as a result of listening to tribal |eaders and young people
across this country.

The third principle is ours is a government to governnent
relati onship. On May 14th, 1998, President dinton

reaf firmed fundanental principles of tribal sovereignty
when he issued the executive order on consultation and
coordination with Indian tribal governnments which states:
Since the formation of the Union, the United States has
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recogni zed Indian tribes as donestic dependent nations
under its protection.

In treaties our nation has guaranteed the right of Indian
tribes to self-governnent, as donestic dependent nations

| ndi an tri bes exercise inherent sovereign powers over their
nmenbers and governnent. The United States continues to work
with Indian tribes on a governnent to governnent basis to
address issues concerning Indian tribal self-governnent,
resources and Indian tribal treaty and other rights. That
neans we are here today to listen and to | earn.

Tribal prograns and strategies wll be showased during the
br eakout session. These sessions w || be noderated by

el ected tribal |eaders. Dr. Phil May and Maria Braveheart
will share with us the nost current research. A triba
forumw |l be held wwth the Senate, and a tribal |eaders
roundtable wll be held with Assistant Secretary Kevin
Goder, Lynn Cutler, assistant to the Wite House chief of
staff and General MCaffrey of the office of national drug
control policy will share with you the efforts of the Wite
House to support the efforts of tribal governnents to
address al cohol and substance abuse.

In addition, sonetimes things don't get tinmed right, but
it's really good when you can produce sonething that is
hopeful |y worthwhile and useful. |I'mpleased to share with
you today this publication which is promsing practices and
strategies to reduce al cohol and substance abuse anong
Anerican | ndi ans and Al aska nati ves.

| trust that everyone will get one today and what | would
like to know is how you feel this addresses the probl em and
what nore we can do to provide this infornmation to you on
websites, in other fornms, howit can be nost useful to you,
what nore do you need to know about it? What can we | earn
that will be helpful to you? Because it is your self-
determnation that is so inportant to do it in accordance
with tribal principles, tribal heritage, and how t hen, our
questi on becones, do we provide the resources consi stent

W th our trust responsibility to neet the needs.
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It becones extrenely inportant because reservation |ndian
popul ations are growing rapidly. And while the average age
of the general population is about 34, the average age on
many of the |arge western Indian reservations is about 18.
Many tribes continue to report very severe poverty and
resource shortages while the Indian Health Service has sone
fundi ng for al cohol abuse treatnent, it is far short of
what is necessary to deal with the significant and grow ng
probl em of al cohol abuse and al cohol -rel ated vi ol ence.

For fiscal year 2001, as part of Indian country |aw

enf orcenment inprovenent initiatives, the Departnent of
Justice has requested funding to address the correl ation
bet ween al cohol, substance abuse and vi ol ence. W' ve

requested 10 mllion dollars for an Indian drug testing and
treatnent program eight mllion dollars for al cohol and
subst ance abuse di version prograns, and eight mllion

dollars for tribal youth nental health and behavi oral
problens initiative.

One of the nost difficult issues to deal with in substance
abuse, treatnent, or in alcohol abuse treatnent is the dual
di agnosi s of nental health problens that go with substance
abuse and the nore we can focus on that, |earning again
fromyou, the nore | think we're going to be effective in
dealing with this effort.

|'"d like to describe a little of what we envision from

t hese budget requests. Wth the testing and treatnent
program it is a part of the QJP request for the zero

tol erance and drug intervention initiative. That program
woul d provide for drug testing to offenders and for
mandatory treatnent for substance abusers who are in
custody. Hasn't it ever bothered you to see sonebody in a
jail, where they bel ong because they've commtted a serious
crime, but to know they have an al cohol or drug abuse
probl em and watch it not be treated where you have a
perfectly good facility for treating them let's make sure
we use our facilities and our resources as w sely as
possi bl e.

Drug testing is an inportant tool for crimnal justice
agencies to control drug abuse anong i nnmates. Conbi ned with
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effective intervention such as neani ngful graduated
sanctions, drug testing can curtail drug use within the
crimnal justice population. Drug dependent individuals who
recei ve conprehensive treatnent wll decrease their drug
use, decrease their crimnal behavior, increase enpl oynent
and i ncrease interpersonal functioning.

The coercion of the crimnal justice systemcan be a useful
tool. Studies show substance abusers who are required to
enter such prograns are just as likely to succeed as those
who voluntarily enter treatnent. Such intervention should
have the effect of significantly reducing drug abuse in
crimnal behavior after rel ease.

As a conplenent to the testing and treatnent program the
departnment is requesting eight mllion dollars for al cohol
and substance abuse diversion prograns. Tribal probation
and crimnal justice systens have very few services
avai | abl e for court mandated diversion prograns.

W see young people there pleading for treatnent and there
Is very little. This program woul d provi de resources for

di versi on prograns to prevent and reduce violent crine, it
woul d also allow tribal | aw enforcenent agencies to deal
nore effectively wth repeat al cohol offenders and refocus
other tribal |aw enforcenent resources on the nost violent
of f enders.

The next programis the nental health and behavi oral

probl em comm ssion. Indian juveniles in the crimnal
justice systemare nore |likely than others to have nenta
health or enotional problens. In 1998 BKS reported that
det ai ned I ndian youth were significantly nore |ikely than

t he nondetai ned counterparts to have a di agnoseabl e

subst ance abuse dependence or other conduct disorder. In
addition, federal and tribal |aw enforcenent officials have
found that in the absence of early intervention m nor

of fenders sinply escalate to further and nore serious crine
unl ess there is an effective intervention.

Al'l these prograns can nake a difference if we |earn today
how we can best inplenent them and what they can do in your
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communities. We will continue to coordinate in every way
that we can. So | hope that this sunmt wll acconplish
three things, strengthen our federal-tribal partnershinp,
create a forumfor tribal |eaders to discuss and devel op
recomendati ons for a national agenda, and finally provide
you access to the latest research and information that you
may take honme to assist you in creating or enhanci ng your
strategy for tribal and community success.

But | would like to talk to you a mnute and turn the
tabl es on you and ask that you hear ny perspective of

| ndian country of the | ast seven and a half years. | have
been to the pueblo, | have been to the north Shayan
reservation, | have been to powwows, | have stood in

| ecture halls at Harvard Law School, and | have heard the
strength and the wi sdom of |ndian country handed down from
generation to generation. | have seen sone people who | ook
and sound defeated. But then | have seen the young people
fromthe pueblo run all the way across the country because
t hey had hope and they believed in the future of the Indian
country.

| asked Dr. May how do you take the spirit, the regard for
the air, the land, and the water, for those vast spaces of
the west, for the forest to the northeast, how do you take
the traditions of each tribe, all alittle bit different
than the other, and recreate that spirit today in a force
that will enable a pueblo, a tribe, a nation to cone

toget her and address the problem You have proven to ne
that you can cone together, that you can evoke the spirit
of people who have lived on this land for far |onger than
we can i nmagi ne.

| ask you today to tal k anong yoursel ves about how you
devel op | eaders that believe in their past and know how to
transpose it to the future. How they can be creative with

t he nodern wonders of the Internet in enabling people to
remain on their land while at the sane tinme devel opi ng
econom ¢ opportunities. How we can use the trenendous
probl em sol vi ng and peacemaki ng skills handed down from one
generation to another to solve this problemthat affects
your youth and your |and and your tribe and your pueblo.
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| wll tell you that after seven years | have absolutely no
doubts that you can do it. | have faith in Indian country
and in American Indians to recreate a world in which the
spirit of the people stand for what's right, speak for
what's right, and then see that what's right is done.

Believe in yourselves, believe in what can be done, and
then if you see a little red truck com ng across the
mountain and up the little winding rode to the pueblo and
she | ooks lost, the lady driving the truck, cone out and
wave her over and say hey it's this way. |'mgoing to get
innmy little red truck and drive across this nation to

pl aces | have never been and to places that | have been
before but that | could not stay | ong enough, and many of
the places that | will go are in Indian country because
much of the strength of this nation, nuch of the
appreciation for all that is wonderful in this nation lies
In Indian country. Let us go forth today and harness that
spirit for the good of the young people to cone. Thank you.

Audi ence Menber: My nane is Eugene Arnette of Fresno,
California. Wthin California we're having problens with
the 280, the 280 | aw, which neans the | aw enforcenent they
don't understand it, where the Indians we're kind of caught
in linmbo. And it's creating havoc on the Wst Coast.

Ms. Reno: Sir, | think | get a 280 question at al nost every
nmeeting and | cone back and | don't always have the
answers, but let nme check and see just what we're doing,
what the latest is on this issue, and if | could ask you to
give a nunber to one of ny staff nmenbers who will cone up
to you, I'Il get back to you and try to give you the best
answer | can based on what we're doing now and what we've
been able to do.

Audi ence Menber: Janet Reno, ny nanme's Jack Mesak, triba
chai rman for the Washoe Reservation down in San D ego,
California. 1'd like to take this time and opportunity to

t hank you for comng out to neet with the Indian people
today. I know we have a big problemin California on

subst ance abuse but | know I'min good faith and good faith
with you that we're going to try to stop it in California.

| know we're doing our best in California to prevent
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al cohol and drug abuse. So thank you for being here. And
it's an honor to neet you.

Ms. Reno: Thank you.

Audi ence Menber: My nanme is Dennis Monsignor, |I'mthe vice
chai rman of Shoshone tribes of Death Valley and Awahee
Nevada. First of all I'd like to on behalf of all the

| ndi ans, the brothers and sisters throughout I|ndian
country, we'd like for you to take a nessage back to
President Cinton and I et himknow on behalf of the Indians
that we really appreciate what he's done for us over the

ei ght years.

Ms. Reno: | will do that, sir.

Audi ence Menber: | had an opportunity to shake his hand a
whi |l e back and he's very concerned about the problens we

that are happening in Indian country. It's very inspiring
to listen to your nessage, but it's kind of discouraging

when we hear that sonetines in Indian country we do | ook

defeated. Madane let nme tell you sonething, we will never
be def eat ed.

Ms. Reno: Right on.

Audi ence Menber: Never. Sonetines it's very frustrating
because there are things we want to do but we can't do it
because we deal with the federal governnent sonetines that
do not stand up to their treaty obligations, and those
treaty obligations say they have a trust responsibility.
And it's too bad that sonetines they don't hold up their
obligations no matter what it is whether it's in the field
of education, whether it's in the field of Departnent of
the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, or whether it's in
the field of Indian Health Service. But we go on we go on
we go on, we will never ever quit.

| guess ny question to you Ms. Reno is, how nuch noney are
you tal king about putting into the budgets in Indian
country because | was reading in the |Idaho Statesnman's back
I n Boi se, |daho about three weeks ago where it says that
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the states could get up to 65 mllion dollars and we're
wonderi ng how nuch are you guys going to put into the
budget into | aw enforcenent in Indian country and how wi ||
that be divided up.

Ms. Reno: The appropriator is Congress so that wll be the
ultimate answer as to what Congress puts in and we w ||
learn | think within this next nonth as to what we can
preci sely expect. Wth respect to the overall funding, |
wll give you the |latest version if you wll give ne a

t el ephone nunber where | can reach you and I'll send you a
copy of the relevant portions.

Audi ence Menber: | certainly would appreciate that. And how
| ong are we | ooking at before we can expect to get that?
Because see, the Departnent of Justice, you know, there was
a lot of discussion anongst the tribal |eaders and they

tal ked about getting us involved in the Departnent of
Justice, sone of us were very wary to go in that direction,
but noney is what drives this country.

Ms. Reno: Can | make a suggestion to you? There is one
thing that drives this country nore than noney, and that is
the character and the spirit of the people. And that's
what's going to drive us ultimately. And then to use the
noney in the w sest way possible to show Congress that a
program works, then nultiply that program

Let nme give you an exanple, we established the drug court,
the first drug court in Mam, people | ooked at us and said
why will it work? Because we cared, and we made it work,
and we had it evaluated, and we were able to take it to
Congress and show that if you can nultiply this through

I ndian country it can work it takes us all working together
to get the job done.

Audi ence Menber: Exactly.

Ms. Reno: So let ne get this gentleman behind you, his
guestion answered, and then let ne turn it over.

Audi ence Menber: Again, thank you for what you've done for
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us too. God bl ess.

Ms. Reno: Well, don't thank nme until | finish.

Audi ence Menber: Ms. Reno, ny nane is Jack Sloan. |I'm

chairman of the nation in Uah and North Dakota. | just
have a brief question Janet. First of all, I1'd like to

t hank you as well as ny col |l eague has just stated thank you
for your seven wonderful years for hel ping Indian country
in this great country of ours.

But ny question is briefly what advice can you give |ndian
country, Janet, as being the Attorney Ceneral where nany of
our tribes are now asserting our rights in terns of return
of | akeshore |ands and all the federal danms have put in,
excess | ands, tribes are having trouble getting those | ands
returned, tribals are having trouble getting water conpacts
conpl eted and al so when you tal k about the airspace and you
tal k about the great digital divide, tribes are asserting
thensel ves trying to get their airspace determ ned.

But we're afraid of the Suprene Court. \Wat advice can you
give Indian country, Ms. Reno, in terns of how we can
retain our |and base, our water rights and our airspace in
| ight of many tines negative Suprene Court deci sions.

Ms. Reno: Just keep in close touch with the Solicitor
General, | can't get into politics because attorney
general s are supposed to stay out of politics.

Audi ence Menber: | won't say nothing if you do.

Ms. Reno: The Suprene Court's decision depends on who's on
t he Suprene Court.

Audi ence Menber: Thank you.

(Concl usion of Attorney General Reno's remarks.)
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