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WEEKLY MEDI A AVAI LABI LI TY WTH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO
DEPARTMVENT OF JUSTI CE WASHI NGTQON, D. C
9:32 AAM EDT FRI DAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2000

ATTY. GEN. RENO Good norni ng.

Q

Ms. Reno, issue one: overnight stays at the Wite House

for political donors. Is there ever a circunstance when
such overnight stays mght constitute a violation of

federal | aw? And has the departnent investigated this issue
in the past?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think you'd have to |l ook at the facts of

a

Q

specific case to nake a judgnent |ike that.

|f there were sone specific --

ATTY. GEN. RENO You know | don't do "what
I fs." (Laughter.)

Q

Wll, with all due respect, | nean, you are the chief |aw

enforcenent agent of the United States governnent.

We're tal king about an issue that's seened to becone
prom nent in a political canpaign. One of your charges,

al
a

ong with the courts, is to tell the Anerican peopl e what
violation of the lawis. Are overnight stays at the Wite

House for political donors ever a violation of a federal
| aw?

ATTY. GEN. RENO If | invited you to ny house and you

St
at
o

ayed overni ght and you gave ne a contribution, we'd | ook
it on the facts of that case; if there are other
rcunstances. But | don't think it would be a crine.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/092200agavail.htm (1 of 14) [4/20/2009 1:30:30 PM]



09-22-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO

QWll, the private residence of the Wite House is the
private residence of the president and the first famly. Is
there any circunstance under which an invitation to a
private residence could be a violation of a federal
canpai gn | aw?

ATTY. GEN. RENO If you give ne facts specifically -- but,

| think, as |I've told you on nmany occasi ons before, to do a
"what if," to suppose sonething wthout having the actua
facts before you runs the risk of making an inappropriate
judgnment. Just think about it. This is sonebody who has
tremendous burdens. It is their private residence, but they
have all said that this is the people' s house. You've just
got to |look at the particular facts, and if sonebody -- if
the president of the United States wants to invite sonebody
to stay at what is, in effect, his hone for a four-year
period or an eight-year period, he ought to be able to do
it.

Q I ssue two. (Laughter.) Speaking of visits to the Wite
House, we understand fromthe Wlite House that you are
going up to neet with the president privately on the Wn Ho
Lee case.

First, can you -- and that you' ve already spoken with him
on the phone about it. What can you tell us at this point
about your conversation with the president and whether the
Justice Departnent and the Wiite House still have any

di fferent perspectives on how the case was handl ed?

ATTY GEN. RENO W didn't go into detail, but we had a good
conversation and | |look forward to neeting with himthis
nor ni ng.

Q Can you say any nore about what made that conversation
good? | nean, did he explain what he had neant to say in
any way?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we had a chance to discuss it, and
he was thoughtful and supportive.

Q Ms. Reno, were you surprised at the president's remarks?
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And secondly, in your conversation with him did you have a
chance to clarify why the governnent took sone of the steps
It took?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think it's inportant as we clarify that

we do so in detail. And | told himl'd look forward to the
neeting to do that. And | think anybody who | ooks at this

case and doesn't know the circunstances of it is going to

say, "Wiy?" And | think that's what the president kind of

natural |y asked.

QWwll, didn't he know the circunstances?

ATTY GEN. RENO The inportant thing is that the president
of the United States has taken great care not to infringe
In | aw enforcenent decisions so as to avoid a political
charge that it's politically influenced. He has been very
good about that and has -- really I can't think of any case
in which he has interfered in any way that | consider

I nappropriate. He was doing his job.

Q You said he was thoughtful and supportive. He didn't
sound all that supportive |last week. Is that to say his
position, his concerns have changed since talking to you?
When you say he was supportive, what does that nean?

ATTY GEN. RENG You'd have to ask himabout a shift in
position. But as | read it, he, |ike everybody el se, said,
how do you go fromhere to here, and why did it happen? |
think he's had a chance to -- we had a chance to talk and |
think we'll talk this norning, and | think he'l

under st and.

Qls it your position that there's no need to reviewthe
Wen Ho Lee case and how it was handl ed?

ATTY GEN. RENO My position is that we review and revi ew
and review to see if there's anything that we would do
differently, try to learn fromit. What | want to try to do
I's make sure that everything is as open as possible, that |
can make avail able to the public as nmuch as | possibly can
so that they can understand exactly what happened and what
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t he I ssues were.

Q Ms. Reno, is the Wiite House aware -- were they aware of
the Bellows report, which to a degree already exam ned how
the allegations of Chinese espionage were | ooked at?

Does that play, in terns of what the Justice Departnent is
able to say to the Wite House, "Look, we've been | ooking
at how we address this issue"?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't want to go into that. That's part
of the effort that |I'mundertaking, to try to nake sure
that as nmuch as is there is avail abl e.

Q Are you going to be able to report to the president that
It appears -- or, does it appear that Wen Ho Lee is coning
clean? Is there an indication that that is happeni ng?

ATTY. GEN. RENO The debriefing has not started yet.
QOh, it has not started?

Q(Of mke) -- bring up any concerns to the president
about the way he made his remarks in public? | nean, having
any sense of, you know, |etdown fromyour end or concern
about that?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | wasn't |et down. | understand how
sonebody can ask a question, "Why?".

MR. MCCURRY: Ms. Reno, the president's conm ssion is

| ooking into why Wen Ho Lee was kept in solitary
confinenment for 23 hours a day. Do you plan to investigate
why Susan McDougal was kept in solitary confinenment for 23
hours a day for eight nonths?

ATTY. GEN. RENO |I'mnot famliar with the conmm ssi on t hat
you' re tal king about.

Q Back on the Wen Ho Lee matter, Ms. Reno, next Tuesday
there's a congressional hearing on how this matter was
handl ed by the Justice Departnent. | think it's the Senate
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Judiciary Conmttee. Are you planning to testify? And do
you have any concerns? |'ve heard that the Justice

Depart nent does have concerns that that hearing is taking
pl ace before Dr. Lee is debriefed.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it would be best if we could have
the debriefing and try to nake sure that we did it w thout
premature rel ease of information that mght in any way
interfere with the debriefing, but if Congress wants to go
ahead, we wi |l be avail abl e.

Q WIIl you be circunscribed in what you can say?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Wiat | want to try to do is be as open as
| possibly can, but |I don't want to do anything that woul d
interfere with the debriefing.

Q Ms. Reno, is there anything el se you can share with the
public for why the governnent did take the steps it took in
terms of the conditions of his detention?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO Do you have a specific question other than
what | -- (Quiet laughter.)

Q| guess the question is, the conditions, the critics say,
were pretty harsh in ternms of his [imtations on

conmuni cati ons with outside persons, and the question would
be --

ATTY. GEN. RENO. Well, | nean, the question, quite clearly,
there i s What happened to the tapes? If he destroyed them
did he tell anybody? D d he have ot her copies? Were was

the information? Where had it -- if it had been relayed to
soneone, who had it been relayed to? If the tapes were
still in existence, where were they?

VWho m ght be able to pick themup and di spose of then?

W felt that we had to limt his conmunication with people
that mght inpair our ability to |locate the tapes.

Q(Of mke) -- point in the Wn Ho Lee case, that when the
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FI SA -- (inaudible word) -- was turned on a couple of years
ago, afterwards you expressed concern that perhaps you
didn't have all the information you should have had and
needed to have, and perhaps M. Freeh didn't either. Do you
think that in this |l ast go-around, at the point where this
was nearing trial, charges were brought, do you think you
had all the informati on you needed to decide was he a

nati onal security risk, should he be kept in solitary,
shoul d 59 counts have been brought? Did you have all the
information this tine?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, take specifically the issues that you
rai se about the 59 counts. That, again, is based on taking
each of the tapes and perfecting a charge with respect to
each of the tapes. | think we had the information there.

But what we will do is review everything to determ ne just
what we coul d have done differently.

Q Wat formw Il that review take?

ATTY GEN. RENG | will continue to ook at it and, as
peopl e ask questions about it, look at it and try to
respond to those questions.

Q Ms. Reno, there have been a | ot of editorial post nortens
on the end of the Wiitewater investigation. Nowthat it is
over, do you have any second thoughts about how it was
begun or your own eval uation of how the investigation
proceeded?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will leave that to you-all to comment on

QWwell, this is just the latest in a nunber of what at the
time were extrenely high-profile investigations which
damaged a nunber of people's reputation, none of which
proved fruitful for the original targets. The Vince Foster

I nvestigation. The so-called "Filegate" investigation. The
Travel Ofice firings. Looking back on all of this activity
-- you say you review and review and review sonething -- do
you think that the mandate of the Witewater independent
counsel may have been expanded too nuch over the |ast six
year s?
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ATTY GEN. RENG | think that there are issues that |I'm not
privy to that it's better for the independent counsel to
comrent upon. | did -- the president asked that | appoint
an i ndependent counsel. | appointed Robert Fi ske.

And that's where | think the I ndependent Counsel Act was
then reenacted. | think really, in terns of the act, the
persons appoi nted under the act should comment.

QDo --
Q Mss Reno -- go ahead. |'msorry.

Q Do you have a view as to the propriety of |ndependent
Counsel Ray releasing statenents of conclusions prior to
the court authorizing the release of a final report?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think he was trying to do what was right
under the act, while at the sane tine trying to properly
advi se the Anmerican peopl e.

Q So you have studied it and decided that his
Interpretation of the law is accurate?

ATTY GEN. RENO | didn't say that. | said |I think he was
trying to do what he thought was right under the act.

Q Well, do you think he was doi ng what was right under the
act?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think, in this situation, there is a
responsibility to the people, and | think he has tried to
meet that responsibility and his responsibility under the
act .

Q M ss Reno, you cane to Washi ngton, you know, eight years
ago as sonmewhat of an outsider, not a person of this city.
In retrospect, do you think that the culture of Washi ngt on
has produced a situation where calls for an investigation
are used as a political tool too often?
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ATTY GEN. RENO Being a prosecutor in Washington and bei ng
a prosecutor in soneplace else are two different jobs.

Q How so?

ATTY GEN. RENO There is -- in Washington, the function of
a prosecutor is at the front edge of the forces of
gover nnment and how governnent is utilized.

The prosecutor, the attorney general, and the people who
work in the Departnent of Justice have an executive
responsibility, but in sone neasure they have a quasi -
judicial responsibility because they have to determ ne what
cases to charge and to present to the grand jury. Congress
Is there in an oversight role. And so when you bring al

t he branches of governnment together, inevitably there wll
be charges of politics.

| have tried to take it as | see it -- call it as | see it;
make the best judgnents | can. And then, as you know, |
have been asked to, invited and summoned to cone respond. |
think, as |I have told Chairman Hatch and Chai rman Hyde, |
find a good oversight hearing to be challenging and a
positive effort | think that we can all benefit from

t hi nk Chairman Hatch sonetines thinks I'ma little bit
crazy when | say that, but it is at the height of
government, of the executive responding, of trying to be
responsive, of trying to respond to legitinmate questions,

and |'ve appreciated that. | think there are other tines
that perhaps in other situations it's alittle bit

excessi ve.

Q Ms. Reno, | wonder if you could clarify the record on the

busi ness about Texas trial |awers and M. CGore's

I nvol venent. There have been sone front-page stories
suggesting that M. Conrad's unit is doing sone sort of a
supposed prelimnary investigation, but we've also heard
that there is no such investigation. Wth the election this

cl ose, |I'mwondering whether if in fact that's true. If
there is no investigation, can you just confirmthat for
us?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | understand that there is not.
Q There is no investigation?
ATTY GEN. RENO That's ny understandi ng.

Q Could you tell us about the decision in the Los Angel es
Pol i ce Departnent, how you finally reached an agreenent,
short of a lawsuit, wth Los Angel es?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we're still trying to work through
the final issues, and it would be better for nme to let the
negoti ators work out their understandi ngs before |

comrent ed.

Q Have you studied at all the issue of the Prince CGeorge's
County Police Departnent and whet her the actions taken
yesterday, will that obviate the need for expanding the
Cvil R ghts Pattern and Practice?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think we're reviewing that. | think it's
too early to tell.

Q Ms. Reno, going back to the question about M. Gore and
whet her there's an investigation, given your answer, do you
have any idea how a story |like that could get noving?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Pierre, 1'd ask you all that. (Laughter.)

QWll, was there a prelimnary investigation over the | ast
few nonths that -- has the investigation been cl osed?

ATTY. GEN. RENO M understanding is that the issue cane
up, they | ooked at it, didn't see a basis for proceeding.

Q Can you say when that was?
ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't know.

(Pause.) Thank you.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/092200agavail.htm (9 of 14) [4/20/2009 1:30:30 PM]



09-22-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO

Q No! No! (Laughter.) We're all witing! You can't slip
away while we're witing.

ATTY. GEN. RENO Well, while you're witing, let me just
make a brief coment. In just eight days, the authorization
for the Viol ence Agai nst Wnen Act grant prograns will cone
to an end. This historic |law, passed in 1994, wll expire
next Saturday unless Congress acts quickly to extend and
strengthen its protection for victins of donestic violence,
stal king and sexual assault.

| remenber well -- and it's not that | ong ago -- when
representatives and participants in the crimnal justice
system | ooked at a donestic case and said, "That's a
donmestic," and just turned their back on it. | also
remenber the study that | did in Dade County of those that
had been killed in the 20 years before in which the cause
of death could be determ ned. Forty percent were related to
donesti c viol ence.

Thr ough VAWA we have cone a | ong way. W' ve strengthened

our crimnal and civil justice systenm s response to
donmestic violence, sexual assault and stal king. Since 1994,
the adm ni stration and Congress have provided $1.5 billion

I n funding through VAWA to support victimservices and the
wor k of police, prosecutors and the courts.

Vi ol ence agai nst wonen by intimte partners, including
husbands and boyfriends, fell by 21 percent from 1993 to
1998. W all know that there are many factors that have
contributed to this decline, but I think the passage of the
act has been a significant contributing factor.

It has nmade it possible to fund shelters, to fund centers,
to fund outreach prograns that can truly nmake a difference.

Now is not the tinme to turn our back on this problem

think it is inportant for the Anerican people to understand
that this is still a priority for this nation. Both Houses

of Congress have worked hard on a bipartisan basis to draft
the legislation that would reauthorize and strengthen VAWA
VWhat we need nowis final action on |egislation before VAWA
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expi res and before Congress adjourns.

This is another exanple of sonething that is working that
we can't let die. W can't becone conpl acent and say
because we' ve reduced donestic violence by 21 percent that
we can now stop and turn our efforts to other areas.

Now is the tinme to continue the efforts that have proven
successful, and | hope it will be reauthorized in these
next ei ght days.

Q Do you know how many prosecuti ons have been brought under
this act?

ATTY GEN. RENO In federal prosecutions?
Q Yes.

ATTY GEN. RENO A limted nunber, | think -- sone 200-and-
sonething. But |I'lIl ask Myron to get you the exact figure.

Q So how has it had effect then, do you think?

ATTY GEN. RENO The grant program has been extrenely

I nportant in terns of, as | indicated, funding for
training, funding for shelters, funding for particular
court progranms or one-stop shopping centers for victins of
domestic violence. | have seen the results across the
nation, and it really is encouraging. At first | thought it
was becom ng an intractable problem but | think we've
really made sone progress.

And the federal prosecutions have al so been inportant,
because you take, for exanple, a state |ike Kentucky;
Kentucky is bordered by seven states, and if sonebody
evades the | aw by going back and forth or saying well, it
didn't happen here, it didn't happen there, federal
prosecution can be a trenendous force for hol ding people
account abl e.

Q Could I ask you about the decision on the part of Walter
Smith, who has ruled that the Davidians that were in the
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conpound were responsi ble for the 1993 tragedy, says that
t hose Davi di ans, plus Koresh | eadership, was responsible
for the death of the children and the innocents. And |
woul d ask you, | understand this report -- this judgnent
mrrors the Danforth report that's cone out. \Wen do we
expect the last Danforth report, so this issue can be laid
to rest? O can it be laid to rest?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think you should check with Senator
Danforth for the timng of the report. But | was very
gratified by Judge Smth's judgnent.

Agai n, sone brave agents were killed; other agents, equally
as courageous, put their life on the line to save people's
lives. It shows you again the difficulty that |aw
enforcenent faces. It is one of the nost difficult jobs I
know. You put your life on the line, you put your
reputation on the |line. These agents have been subjected to
| awsui ts and hearings for al nost eight years. And yet,
that's perhaps as it should be in this country. W are
accountable to our people. And in this instance, | think

t he peopl e have had the opportunity, both in the courts and
In the Congress, to see just what went into the decision,
what was done, and that these agents acted correctly.

Q Ms. Reno, what's your view on the deterrent val ue of
capital punishnment? There's a new study out today that says
that states that don't have capital punishnment nay have

| ower hom ci de rates.

ATTY GEN. RENO | have always heard that there were two
states simlarly situated; one had the death penalty and
one didn't -- |I've been trying to find out which states it
was -- and the one that didn't have the death penalty had a
better record than the one that did.

As a deterrent, | have never found a study that shows that
the death penalty is a deterrent. | think that -- |'m going
to be interested in this Tinme story.

And | think we need to look carefully. | think it is
i nportant, if we are to continue in this country to use the
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death penalty, to nmake sure that we have proper factua
foundation for the reasons we give for supporting the death
penal ty.

Q Ms. Reno, in regard to the House's efforts to devel op

| egislation for e-mail w retapping, where do you see the
bounds right now between the Departnent of Justice concerns
and privacy concerns?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think in all these situations there has
got to be a clear adherence to the law. | think the
surveill ance of tel ephones as it has taken place, which
require a careful application to the court show ng probabl e
cause to believe that the phone will be used and that there
w Il be evidence of a crine available, is very inportant.

| think one of the great challenges that we're going to
have in these next 25 years is how the | aw and technol ogy
keep pace with each other. John Marshall, the chief justice
that set this country's course in terns of the third branch
of governnent, viewed the Constitution as a living
docunment. And | think that the Constitution will do well in
the cyber age, but it's going to require dedicated nen and
wonen maki ng sure that it does.

Q One question on the INS, please. A couple of days ago,

t he Coast Guard brought nine Cubans to the Keys for nedi cal
treatnent, and with an expectation now that they are |ikely
to be allowed to stay in the United States.

I n your interagency discussions about what to do in this
case, did you get any sense that the adm nistration had a
desire for a kind of a payback to the Cuban community
followng the Elian matter, or that there were any ot her
political or other notives involved in the decision?

ATTY GEN. RENO My understanding is that the Coast Cuard
made the decision out there in the Florida Straits. A plane
had gone down. One person was dead. There were people
there. And they nmade the decision that they needed nedical
care and nmade the decision to bring themin. | know of no
political consideration whatsoever.
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Q Ckay. Then the next step is, since the governnment brought
them ashore, now that they're here, if they're allowed to
stay, would that be consistent with past practice, or would
this -- what factors would go into whether they're all owed
to stay?

ATTY GEN. RENO It woul d be consi stent.
Thank you.

Q(Of mke) -- have sone fun this weekend. You know, are
you going to get to have any fun this weekend?

ATTY GEN. RENO | always have fun.

Q| nean aquatic-type fun, because it's getting to the end
of the season.

END.
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