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Attorney Ceneral Reno: Thank you.

| am so happy to be here today because | get to announce
funding for the partnership between Ayuda and Mary's
Center, a partnership that is made possible by a grant
under the Viol ence Agai nst Wonen Act.

This project will provide battered wonen fromtraditionally
under-served conmmunities with the | egal assistance that
they so desperately need. Again and again, this is the
comrent that we hear, "W don't know where to go. W don't
know what to do."

We are funding this project under the Donestic Viol ence
Victims Civil Legal Assistance Grant Program a $28 mllion
grant programthat provides victins with | awers who
under st and donestic viol ence, the processes and procedures
that you need to access in order to deal effectively with
it.

Ayuda's project will reach out to victinms in very creative
ways. And we have heard how we envi sion a donestic viol ence
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case manager here at Mary's Center, and another on the
traveling Mom Mobile van. This is so inportant because
peopl e soneti nes do not know to conme here, or they are
afraid to cone. They want to -- they just want to | ock
t hensel ves up and hope that it will go away. It is so
I nportant that we have that access.

And | think this is going to be an excellent addition. It

w |l support the legal staff of Ayuda, which is doing so
much with so little, and it will give thema real chance to
do outreach and to have this as a base of operations.

This project is an exanple of how | awers are working with
communi ty agencies and other disciplines. It is no accident
that the Attorney CGeneral is here wth the Secretary of

HHS, because this is an Adm nistration that has cone
together and said, "Lawers aren't going to solve the
probl em by thensel ves. Public health people aren't going to
sol ve the problem by thensel ves. W've got to work

t oget her."

And for the Center and for Ayuda to cone together, | think,
I's an excell ent exanple of how we can all be problem

sol vers.

Si x years ago, Congress passed the Viol ence Agai nst Wnen
Act. No single |law has done nore to help victins of
domestic viol ence and viol ence agai nst wonen. Since 1994,
the Adm ni stration and Congress have provided $1.5 billion
in funding to support victins services and the works of
police, prosecutors and the courts.

The VAWA grant prograns have reached across the nation from
| arge urban areas to small rural centers, from donestic

vi ol ence shelters and rape crisis centers to |egal service
agenci es.

The prograns are nmaking a difference. Violence agai nst
wonen by intimate partners fell by 21 percent from 1993 to
1998. There are many factors that contributed to this
decline, but I think the VAWA has been one of the nost
significant factors.
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But as the wonen here and on Ayuda's doorstep every norning
know, viol ence agai nst wonen continues to ravage too many
honmes in this country and in this city.

We cannot forget that nearly one-third of wonen nurdered
each year are killed by their intimte partners.

Over 1 mlIlion wonen are stal ked each year. And nore than
307, 000 wonen were sexual ly assaulted in 1998 al one.

Yet, with all of this, with the success that VAWA has

evi denced, the authorization for the VAWA grant prograns
conmes to an end on Saturday. Congress nust act quickly to
extend and strengthen its protection for victins of
donmestic violence, sexual assault and stal ki ng.

Legi sl ati on woul d authorize the Cvil Legal Assistance
Program whi ch supports the project we are visiting today.
The Senate bill also would provide critical protection for
battered i mm grants who face uni que obstacles in escaping
abuse and often hesitate to call the police or go to court.
They are afrai d because they do not know the system and
they think they wll be deported. W cannot stand by and
wat ch this happen.

| appl aud the House for passing the VAWA. And | thank
El eanor Hol mes Norton for her strong support.

But tine is running out. W have to nake sure that we do
everything possible to see that the act is reauthorized by
Sat ur day.

Bot h houses of Congress have worked hard on a bipartisan
basis to draft the legislation that woul d reauthorize and
strengthen the act. What we need now is final action on the
| egi sl ati on before Congress adjourns.

| would like to say a special thank you to the people here
at Mary's Center and to Ayuda. Sonetines this is the nost
rewar di ng work, and you know it when you see success. But
you see sO many instances in which you cannot reach out and
hel p the person as you would like to help them because of
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a |l ack of resources, or because of other circunstances.

| know how challenging it is. But |I also want you to know
that |I think your work is that of the angels.

Thank you so very nuch.

[ Appl ause. ]

[ Wher eupon, at 10:12 a.m, the speech was concl uded. ]
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