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(Laughter, off-m ke comments.)

ATTY GEN. RENOG You want ne to | eave?
Q (Of mke.)

(Cross tal k, laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENG Thank you.

As the present congressional session is about to concl ude,
there is still sone very inportant work that needs to be
done.

The Congress needs to pass new hate crines |egislation.

Last nonth the House of Representatives voted 232 to 192 to
I nstruct conferees of the then-pending DOD conference to

I nclude this hate crines |egislation.

In June the Senate voted 57 to 42 for this legislation.
Thus for the first tinme Congress has shown that there is a
bi partisan majority supporting a stronger hate crines | aw.

Unfortunately, the provision was dropped fromthe bill.

Now the only realistic chance for the passage of this
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i nportant legislation is to include it in the renaining
appropriati ons neasures pending at the end of the session.

| urge Congress to do this and to pass this hate crines
provision, and there are several reasons | really strongly
feel that this nust be done.

First, with respect to race-based hate crines, it
elimnates fromexisting | aw the requi renent that
prosecutors prove the victimwas engaged in one of siXx
federally protected activities. Al though |ocal |aw
enforcenent will continue to handle the vast majority of
hate crinmes, federal prosecutors need expanded jurisdiction
because | ocal prosecutors do not always have adequate
resour ces.

Secondly, the legislation wiuld extend the | aw to cover
hate crinmes commtted based on the victims sexua
orientation, gender, or disability. Hate crinmes based on
sexual orientation are anong the three top reported hate
crimes, after race and religion. Qur |aw should not ignore
that reality.

Some people argue that all crimes are hate crines and that
hate crinmes | egislation sends a nessage to crine victins
that sonme lives are nore inportant than others.

| disagree. Hate crines are different fromother crines
because they are not just crinmes against individual
victinms; the victimis selected only because of the group
to which they belong. Just as our [aws punish crinmes nore
severely when guns are involved, or when there is
del i berate planning and preneditation, so should they do
the sane when there is biased notivation.

That is why Congress passed the original hate crines bill
in 1968, in the wake of the assassination of Dr.

Martin Luther King. It is why many states have passed hate
crime laws. And it is why the Unites State Suprene Court
unani nously concluded in 1993 that hate crine sentencing
enhancenent statutes are |lawful, and indeed necessary, to
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serve the cause of justice.

There is strong | aw enforcenent need for a new federal hate
crime law. A bipartisan majority in both houses is on
record in support of one. The Anerican people support this
effort. Congress cannot outlaw hatred, but it should do al
It can to conbat hate-notivated viol ence before goi ng out
of session. This is the tinme, and | think justice requires
it.

Q Ms. Reno, what is the purpose of hate crine | egislation?
And | ask that because two of the cases nost often cited as
Illustrating the need for it are the Matthew Shepard
killing and the Janes Byrd killing, both of which the
states prosecuted by seeking the death penalty, where hate
crime sentenci ng enhancenent woul dn't have mattered.

So in what -- | guess in two ways -- in what preventative
way does hate crines |egislation nake a difference? And
secondly, in terns of the crimnal justice system what

di fference does it nmake?

ATTY GEN. RENO 1In sone instances, |ocal prosecutors and

I nvestigators do not have the resources to proceed, and it
is adifficult process trying to nake sure that there is
fundi ng anot her instances, there is an unwillingness to

pr oceed.

And these are federal issues that | think are vitally
I nportant and need to be vindicated. And | think, as |

I ndi cated, that nost of these cases will be handl ed by
state and local authorities. | cite the Janes Byrd case as
a classic exanple of federal-state cooperation. But if they
had been unable to proceed, | think it's inportant that the

federal governnent have the jurisdiction to vindicate what
| think is a clear federal interest.

Q Ms. Reno, the Suprene Court has made it clear that for
enhanced sentences, the prosecution is going to have to
prove beyond a reasonabl e doubt each el enent of the

of f ense.
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Wth an actual hate -- a new hate crine on the books, would
that make that job easier, because you're going to be
proving a separate offense, rather than an enhancenent of
an existing offense?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, I'mnot quite -- (M. Lee ?)? BILL
LANN LEE (assistant attorney general for civil rights):
It's not going to change the present burdens -- excuse ne

-- It won't change any of the present burdens, because at
this point our prosecutors have to prove all the elenents
before a jury.

ATTY GEN. RENO But what it wll change is what we have to
prove, because now we have to prove that it is a federally
protected activity. If it is in a place or involving an
activity that is specifically protected under federal |aw,
that's one thing. But to have the sane hate cause viol ence
or death in a situation where there's not a federal
Interest, | think, underm nes our ability to prevent hate
and discrimnation, and the results thereof, which | think
you shoul d be protected agai nst regardl ess of what the
activity is.

Q A sheriff's deputy from Al bany County, Wom ng, where the
Mat t hew Shepard case was -- the trial was held, has been

| obbyi ng Congress to try to include in the hate crines

| egi sl ation a provision that woul d conpensate | ocal
districts that have expensive trials that are based on hate
crimes. |Is that provision still in the |egislation?

Did the adm ni stration support that?
MR. LEE: Yes, we woul d.

Qls it in there now?

MR, LEE: | believe it is.

ATTY GEN. RENO W' Il doubl e-check for you. | don't know
whether -- how it -- whether the |anguage is in that that
was passed in -- by both houses.
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In these situations, it is inportant -- you have so nany
smal | jurisdictions across the country that there are a
nunber of areas where there's both federal and state
jurisdiction, where they literally cone to us and say,
"Woul d you take it," in situations that don't involve hate
crimes. | don't think anybody should be able to escape
justice for serious crinmes because of the inability or the
-- the inability to afford a proper investigation and
prosecution, and | think that's where federal -state
partnershi ps are so inportant.

Q Do you have any exanpl es of prosecutions that were not
able to go forward because the locals couldn't or wouldn't
go forward, and the federal |egislation was |acking?

MR LEE: There was a case called United States versus Bl ack
in California in the 1990s.

There was an incident in Gldale in which a black man was
accosted, beaten severely. That -- Oldale is a very snal
pl ace, and the police departnent felt that it couldn't
adequat el y i nvesti gate.

And in this case, they had an issue with respect to
resources, and since the man survived the incident, they
gave the case over to the FBI

The FBI investi gated.

This was such a small place -- the district attorney's
office was also very small -- they felt that, for whatever
reasons, they couldn't proceed. There were two gentl enen
who were defendants. As soon as the federal indictnent was
filed, | believe, one gentleman pleaded quilty to five
years. After a trial, | believe it was 10 years.

| could check that information. But that's a clear instance
in which the states, for whatever reasons, coul dn't

proceed, and the federal governnent was able to proceed,
and nerely with this filing, with indictnent -- we're
tal ki ng about a rather |engthy sentence.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/101900avail.htm (5 of 17) [4/20/2009 1:09:16 PM]



10-19-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WASHINGTON, D.C.

It's inportant to bear in mnd the average district
attorney's office in this country has seven indivi dual s.

So --

Q But you're saying that the FBI and the |ocal prosecutors,
| ocal federal prosecutors, were able to proceed, even
W thout this |egislation.

MR, LEE: That's right. That's right. And there was actually
an appeal, because the big issue was federal -- whether
there was involvenent in a federally protected activity.

And the only reason we had jurisdiction was because there
was a pinball at this -- at the convenience store that was
attached to the gas station. W shouldn't have to be
proving these cases based on whether there's a pinbal

machi ne.

The federally protected activity requirenent was originally
put in because of the antecedents of this statute.

This cane about with the shooting of Dr. King and the wave

of killings and harassnent of civil rights workers who
engaged i n hel pi ng people register to vote, to go to public
school s, things of that kind. Those are the public -- those
are the protected -- federally protected activities.

At this time in our nation's history, | think very few

people feel that we need to prove that an individual was
engaged in a federally protected activity.

In the Janes Byrd case, there was an effort -- not only a
huge effort by the FBI to investigate the underlying facts,
but there was a cross-designation by the U S. attorney of
prosecutors to assist the state. This is a backup
jurisdiction.

The attorney general is correct; the vast majority of these
cases are prosecuted locally, where they should be.

But the federal governnment ought to be able to assi st
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jurisdictions in providing the investigative resources and
per sonnel .

And I n that i nstance when the federal authorities need to
step in because the states cannot or will not, we should be
able to be there.

Q What do you nmake of the fact that, with exceptions, and |
guess the Byrd case would be one of them that there's been
very little discussion about crine in these presidenti al
debat es?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | would hope is that crinme and how we
deal with it is becomng a bipartisan issue in this country
I n which people recognized that it's not a Republican or a
Denocratic issue; it's everybody's issue, and that if we
address it fromthe point of view of solid information,
good strategy, a disregard of turf interest, and ignoring
the fact of who gets the credit, we can be far nore
effective in devel opi ng conprehensi ve prograrns.

| hope -- and | don't know whether it's true or not -- that
it is an enphasis or a recognition that we have new tool s
to deal with crine.

We have new under standi ngs of what works and what doesn't
work. And that if we work together as Republicans and
Denocrats, using comon sense, following up in a

consi stent, thorough, and conprehensive way, we can have a
| asting inpact on crinme in Aneri ca.

Q Ms. Reno, can you tell us why FBI D rector Freeh decided
to go to Yenen? What was the purpose of his visit?

How | ong will he be there?

ATTY GEN. RENO Director Freeh has, | think, always nmade it
a practice to try to be on the scene as soon as it is
nondi sruptive at the scene.

| think it's an exanple, again, of his hands-on approach to
maj or i ssues and mmjor tragedies such as this.
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And | feel -- have always felt, once |I've had D rector
Freeh's assessnent of the scene, that we're both in a
better position to determ ne what steps to take for the
future.

Q Ms. Reno --

Q Can we have an update of where we are in the
I nvestigation? Have you tal ked to the director this norning
since he's been there?

ATTY GEN. RENO 1've not talked to the director since he's
been there, but | |ook forward to hearing from hi mwhen he
returns.

Q Are you confident that the agents, the U S. personnel
that are in Aden, are safe and secure from sone kind of
followup terrorist attack?

ATTY GEN. RENO This is one -- an issue paranount in
Director Freeh's mnd and in nmy mnd since the beginning,
and we want to nake sure that we take all possible steps to
ensure their security while at the sane tinme | eaving

absol utely no stone unturned until the people responsible
for this tragedy are brought to justice.

Q Ms. Reno, there seens to be sone confusion as to why the
director is in Yenen.

|s he there to oversee the investigation, or is he just
getting an assessnent?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know how you all generated that
conf usi on.

Director Freeh is there to assess the situation, as he has
often tinmes been in previous situations.

He wants to see for hinself.

He wants to talk to the people at the scene.
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W want to do everything we can to nake sure that we're
taking steps to bring these people to justice.

Q And was he on a previously scheduled trip to that area
when he want to Yenen? | understand he's going to other
capitals in the region.

ATTY GEN. RENG No. | don't know what his schedul e was
before, but | do know that he is nmaking this trip with this
specific objective in mnd.

Q Ms. Reno, are you confident at this point that U S.
I nvestigators are getting the cooperation that they needed
and you expected fromthe Yenenis?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think that you should listen to Director
Freeh's -- if you have not heard it, listen to himdirectly
so that you hear it fromhimdirectly. He had the
opportunity to neet with the police, and I think he
expressed support for what they were doing. He indicated
that we were working with them and supporting themin the
wor k that they had been doing. But | want to nmake sure that
we do everything we can to support the Yeneni police, that
we have the people on the scene that are necessary to
ensure thorough support of all investigative efforts.

Yesterday, | was in Norfolk, and | had an opportunity to
neet wwth famlies who had | ost | oved ones and to neet with
I njured sailors.

The Anerican people should be so proud of the United States
Navy.

These are fine young people, and they were brave in what
those that were injured wanted to do was to get back and
support their shipmates.

We nust do everything now to see that the people
responsible for this crine are brought to justice.

Q Ms. Reno, the Yeneni police have been releasing results
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of their investigation, talking about finding a van,
finding a trailer, finding a so-called bonb factory,
whether it's in the apartnent is not clear.

|s the FBI working along with the Yeneni police in those
pursuits, or are they functioning separately?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think, as you would have heard if you'd
heard Director Freeh this norning, that we're working to
support the Yeneni police.

They have taken sone inportant steps, and we want to work
wth themin every way possible.

Q Are U. S. law enforcenent agents being allowed to

I nterview potential suspects, witnesses, or are they

| eaving that to the Yenenis and then relying on the

I nformati on second- hand? What exactly are they doing on the
ground in terns of investigative work and talking to
peopl e?

ATTY GEN. RENO | am as you know, not going to tal k about
what we're doing. But | think we have a good worKki ng
relationship that will permt us to pursue all appropriate
I nvestigative |l eads in support of the Yeneni police.

Q Ms. Reno --

(Cross tal k.)

Q Thank you. It's been just a week since this attack, and
yet there seemto be no limt of leads to follow

Are you surprised at how far along this investigation seens
to be so soon after the event?

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Ms. Reno, based on the cooperation in Yenen so far, do
you have an opinion as to whether prosecution

can and shoul d take place there, or do you anticipate
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seeking an extradition if suspects are arrested?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | think all those comments, all those
I ssues are premature. | think what we nmust do nowis to
pursue the investigation as thoroughly as possible.

Q But there is no extradition treaty. The U S. has no
extradition treaty with Yenen, does it?

ATTY GEN. RENO | won't comment on the processes. | think
it's -- the first thing we nust do is find out who did it
and be able to prove it.

Q Ms. Reno, fromthe evidence that you' ve seen so far, can
you tell us how sophisticated or organi zed they were? Do
you think they mght be -- (inaudible)? OQhers have
obviously indicated that they think this is a fairly high
| evel , perhaps gl obal operation versus sone sort of
renegade -- renegade bunch.

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's premature -- until we identify
just who is responsible, | think it's premature to
specul ate on the nature of it.

Q Ms. Reno.
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.

Q Yes. (Laughter.) Ms. Reno, have you any coment at all on
the begi nning of the testinony of Wen Ho Lee this week to

I nvesti gators? Have you -- can you say anything at al

about it?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, it would not -- the debriefing should
proceed, and | should not be commenting on it.

Q Wile we're on the subject of Wen Ho Lee, as long as we
have M. Lee -- M. Bill Lann Lee here, | understand there
was an internal departnent reviewto see if M. Lee was
singled out for investigation because of his race.

Can you tell us whether there has been any progress in that
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review, whether you' re close to maki ng an announcenent ?

ATTY GEN. RENO There have been determ nations. Wat | am
trying to do, as | have previously indicated, is to

decl assify and to obtain approval for the declassification
of as much of the Bellows Report as possible so that
everyone may be able to access all these issues.

Q Ms. Reno, from what you know right now about the
Firestone tire recall, have you rul ed out any possible
crimnal activity on that, fromyour crimnal investigation
there; or can you tell us where you are on that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it premature to say anything |ike
t hat .

The National H ghway Traffic Adm nistration has the prinmary
authority and it's currently review ng the case.

The departnent is ready to support the authority, if asked.
W have net with themand we are working with themto
support their investigation.

| woul d not conment one way or the other because, until we
make a determination as to just what the NHTSA will do, |
think it would be premature.

QIf I could go back to Yenen for just one second, and sort
of in a different context; you tal ked about doing
everything you can to bring people responsible to justice.
The people that were responsible for the enbassy bonbi ngs

two years ago are still at large; Osama bin Laden is still
at | arge.
How do you -- how difficult will it be for the United

States to pursue this kind of thing if international
terrorists are involved? In nmaking these statenents about
doi ng everything you can -- we wll bring these people to
justice -- howis that possible? Osana bin Laden has el uded
U.S. authorities for two years or nore.

ATTY GEN. RENO What | wll do is see what woul d be
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appropriate for us to comment on in terns of the pending
prosecutions and the status of those in custody for the
enbassy bonbi ngs.

| think this is an exanple, again, that we are going to

proceed, we're going to be successful -- sooner in sone
cases than in others -- but we're not going to stop.
And this country will not stop until people are brought to

justice, both for the enbassy crines and for this one.

Q The enemes of the United States that perpetrate these
atrocities have been finding sone angle, sone openings for
their attacks.

They' ve done this on a nunber of occasions now -- cases
that either -- that haven't been sol ved.
And | just wonder if the United States needs to look at its

vul nerabilites again, especially overseas vulnerabilities,
and elimnate nore of the avenues of attack?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think Secretary of State Al bright has
spoken out very forcefully about the need the ensure the
security of the enbassies around the world.

And | would refer you to the State Departnent to see the
status of that effort.

| think everyone realizes that we nust do everything we
can, consistent with peoples' right to cone and go as
Anmeri cans.

And you cannot, as | have said on previous occasions, rule
out every opportunity for terrorismand viol ence.

But we nust take reasonable and thoughtful steps to do so.

At the sane tine, we have shown that we can solve crines
and identify people responsible, and charge them and in
sone instances obtain custody of themand bring themto
justice. And we've done that sonetines after a | apse of
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time; it's sonetines taken |longer than in other situations.
But we don't stop until it's done.

Q Do you think we ought to go to Afghani stan, and the
United States physically find and apprehend Bin Laden?

ATTY GEN. RENO. | woul d not comment.

Q Ms. Reno, in the initial deploynent of U S. investigators
to Yenen, apparently there was a limt negotiated by the
State Departnent on the nunber of Anerican investigators
that could be in Yenen at any given tine.

As | understand it, sone of the fol ks who were there had to
| eave and fall back to another country while sone ot her
people cane in; and it was kind of a revolving door. And
yesterday, in an interview on state tel evision, the

presi dent of Yenen said he expected the Americans to be
there no nore than a week or 10 days.

Are you convi nced that we have a sufficient nunber of
I nvestigators there who can stay a | ong enough tine?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will let Director Freeh coment upon his
return. But ny understanding is that the original
limtation was based on the fact that there are [imted
accommodations in Aden, and it was just a matter of

| ogi stics, and trying to get in the key evidence recovery
team and bonb squads as early as possible to ensure
appropriate collection of the evidence.

| think working wth the anbassador, working with the
governnent of Yenen, we can address all of these issues,
but we nust do everything we can to secure our agents and
make provision for their safety, while at the sane tine
giving themthe support they need to do the evidence
recovery and other steps that need to be taken.

QIn that sanme interview yesterday, the Yeneni president
said that he'd been told by the Anericans that the

expl osive material was sonething that would be found only
in the United States, Israel, or two Arab countri es.
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Is it fair to conclude, therefore, that the Anmerican

I nvestigators had at | east a working theory on what the
expl osive materi al was? Wet her you can say what it was or
not, do they at |east have a working theory of what it is?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comrent.

Q Along the sane lines of Pete's first question about just
responding to the incident, follow ng the bonbing -- the
enbassy bonbings in Africa, there was concern about the

l ength of tinme that it took for investigators to get on the
scene, and there was a | ot of discussion about whether
mlitary resources were being nade available to | aw

enf or cenent .

In this case, are you satisfied with the ability to respond
qui ckly enough, or where you troubled by sone of the del ays
In getting the bulk of the force there?

And do you attribute that in any way to probl ens of
mlitary transportation, which had been a problemin the
past ?

ATTY GEN. RENO Any tinme you try to send peopl e hal fway
around the world to investigate sonething like this, the

| ogi stics of what you need -- investigators, people with

| ingui stic capabilities, people with real specialities,
whet her it be the bonb squad or evidence recovery teans --
trying to respond appropriately is a job for a top- flight
organi zer. And trying to match that with planes is, again,
a conpl ex job.

But | aminpressed with what we are doing in terns of
getting people there, getting theminto facilities that are
saf e.

| continue to check wiwth the Bureau, because | want to do
everything | can to ensure their safety.

Q Madane Attorney CGeneral, could you please describe your
neeting wth the prinme mnister of Bangl adesh?
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She has two questions in mnd; one, to deport the three
killers of her father and the foundi ng father of
Bangl adesh, who are in the U S., she believes.

And nunber two, she's asking that all the ill egal
Bangl adeshi s should be nmade legal in this country.

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not yet nmet with the prine mnister,
so it would be presunptuous of nme to coment on it.

QIf you find those killers in this country, do you think
you are in the authority of deporting themto Bangl adesh so
they can face trial?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the best thing would be for ne to
neet wwth the prine mnister, which I wll be doing
shortly, and discussing it with her.

Q Ms. Reno, back to the pigpen -- M. Lee, back to the hate
crimes | egislation, sooner or later -- if this legislation
I s enacted, sooner or later it will have to pass the
federalismhurdle in the courts.

What provision of the Constitution do you use to underpin a
law, a crimnal |law that applies to protecting people who
are not engaged in federally -- previously federally
protected activities?

MR. LEE: The additional bases for protection -- sexual
orientation, disability and gender -- those provisions al
have commerce cl ause proof requirenents. Wth respect to
race, there's obviously a 13th Anendnent basis as well.

The provision was drafted with federalismconcerns in m nd,
and we feel that there are no issues of this kind.

Q Foll owi ng up on your experiences, are the famlies angry?
O are they just nourning?

ATTY GEN. RENO They had different perspectives.
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But the common thene that ran through all the famlies, the
Injured sailors, was great pride in what that crew had done
before and after the bonbi ng.

My nmessage to themwas that in the gallantry of the sailors
who were still on the ship; in the gallantry of those who
had been injured and cone hone and wanted -- | nean, their
expression was, "I want to get back and nake a
difference."; and in the grace and strength and courage of
the famlies, they sent Anerica a nessage of, "Look, we are
exanpl es of how you overcone tragedy and adversity." And
they did it with great grace.

Some wonderful nenories; so many of them had pictures of
their loved ones, and you could see just by the smle on
their face and the way a sister, a child, a grandnother, a
not her, tal ked about them that they nust be really
extraordinarily fine people.

Anybody that has any doubts about the Anerican mlitary
shoul d have seen those sailors who were injured and how
brave and how gallant they were. And you should have heard
t hem about their hopes and dreans.

And it was so tragic to think that there were ot hers who
woul d never have their dreans cone true.

Thank you.
Q Thank you.
Thank you, M. Lee.

END.
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