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ATTY GEN. RENG This norning |'mvery pleased to be joined
by Deputy Secretary Frank Hol |l eman of the Departnent of
Educati on, and together we're releasing the Year 2000
Annual Report on School Safety.

Anerica's schools are safe places. In fact, crine in the
nation's schools has decreased since 1992. But as |'ve said
before, we can't be satisfied; we can and nust do nore.
Youth crinme and violence are still one of the great
chal | enges that we face. The classroom hostage-taking in
Arizona on Tuesday, which, thankfully, ended w thout

injury, is a stark rem nder of the fact.

Youth who commt violence, violent crines, nust be held
account abl e, and the puni shnment nust be fair and firm and
fit the crine.

At the sane tine, we nust do everything we can to prevent

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/10262000agavail.htm (1 of 18) [4/20/2009 1:03:14 PM]



10-26-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERA...MAN, DEPUTY SECRETARY OF EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

the violence in the first place.

Anerica has shown that if we work together, if communities,
school s, the businessman, the police officer, the teacher,
the principal, the preacher cone together and focus on

chil dren, communities around the country are proving that
prevention and intervention strategies help to keep our
young peopl e out of trouble.

That's why it's critical for us to do all we can to

I dentify young people who are on the verge of getting in
troubl e, who need our help, and then get that help for

t hem

W' ve made trenendous strides in these |last years in nental
wel Il ness and in dealing with enotional problens anong
Anerica's youth.

|"ve visited inspiring peer nediation prograns in schools
| i ke George Washi ngton Hi gh School in San Franci sco.

We nust nmake nental health services truly available in
school s across the country.

We nust expand conflict resolution prograns in schools, in
order to keep our children safe.

We nust deliver services to children, because we know it
can help to solve the problemand prevent the crinme and the
tragedy that acconpanies it.

W nust create a school -wi de and conmmunity-w de base that
fosters positive discipline, academ c success, as well as
mental and enotional well ness.

If we do, we will be able to strike the right bal ance, as
we nust, between responding to early warning signs of

vi ol ence, on the one hand, and unfairly |abeling or
stigmatizing children, on the other.

This year's Annual Report reminds us all to take certain
key principles to heart:
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Listen to those who work in and who learn in schools every
day. Col |l aborate in new and creative ways, and inplenent
tailored strategies focused on prevention, intervention,
and accountability.

| can renenber the nanes of all ny elenentary schoo
t eachers.

| can renmenber what the classroons | ooked Iike.
| can renenber feeling safe there

We nmust do this for all the children of Anerica.
Frank?

MR, HOLLEMAN: Thank you, Attorney Ceneral. It's a real
pl easure for ne to be here with you at the Justice
Depart nent today.

This report we are rel easing today contains good news for
Anerica's famlies. Since 1992, school crinme has decreased.
When we drop our children off at school or when we wal k
themto the school bus, we parents can know that our
children are safer than they had been in the past.

Crimes such as theft and assault have declined over the six
years from 1992 to 1998.

Thefts are the nost common school crinme, and they have
declined significantly.

There has been a steady decline in the percentage of high
school students who report carrying a weapon to school, a
decline in the nunber of students who engaged in fights at
school, and a drop in the percentage of students who report
gangs i n school s.

Thr oughout the country, communities and schools are working
toget her to nake their nei ghborhoods and their communities
safer, and the Departnent of Justice and the Departnent of
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Educati on are worki ng together to support and encourage
conmuni ty partnerships.

This year, 77 school districts and communities are being
supported in their work through the Safe Schools, Healthy
Students Initiative of our two departnents and the
Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces.

This initiative pronotes conprehensive strategies for safer
school s, healthier students, and greater acadenc

achi evenent through a partnershi p between educators, |aw
enforcenent, and nental health professionals.

At the sane tine, as the attorney general said, we need to
do nore.

W need to nake sure that quality after-school prograns are
avai | abl e t hroughout the country so that children both have
the chance to inprove their academ c performance and are
safe during those critical after-school hours. W know, in
general, that smaller |earning communities pronote safe
school s.

That's why snmaller classes, smaller schools, and smaller
school s- within-schools are critical to our continuing
efforts to make school s safer.

We al so know that the m ddl e school years are critica
years of transition and that our young adol escents,
particul arly, need gui dance and direction.

That's why we need initiatives |ike our GEAR UP

Part nershi ps, ainmed at m ddl e school students to provide
themw th nmentors and gui dance to encourage themto do
better academi cally and to prepare for coll ege.

We know that, in general, a school is the safest place in
the community for our children.

Still, we also know that we need to do nore to make our
school s safer and our children successful academ cally.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/10262000agavail.htm (4 of 18) [4/20/2009 1:03:14 PM]



10-26-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERA...MAN, DEPUTY SECRETARY OF EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Part nershi ps are the key to that success, whether it's a
partnership with parents, wth comunities, and with
school s.

Here at the Departnent of Education and at the Departnent
of Justice, we are working in partnership, and we want to
thank the attorney general for working with us, in
pronoting conmmunity initiatives to make our conmuniti es,
our nei ghborhoods, and our school s safer.

Thank you.

Q Ms. Reno, M. Holleman, you say Anerica's schools are
safe places. I'mtrying to imagine howl'd feel if one out
of every 14 of my coworkers was occasionally bringing a
weapon to the workpl ace.

That's 7 percent of students bringing a weapon to school.
It can't be a very conforting figure for parents, even
t hough it's considerably down from previ ous years.

ATTY GEN. RENO That's why we have to do nore. That's the
reason we can't becone conpl acent.

That's the reason we nust take steps to make sure that guns
do not fall into the hands of people who cannot properly
control them and keep them out of the hands of children.

Q Just to followup on that, howis it that you think 7
percent are getting -- are bringing weapons to school, with
all the toughened regulations, with all the netal detectors
that sone districts are talking about in the |ast few
years? How i s that even happeni ng?

ATTY GEN. RENO You have to check each conmunity,

under stand what provisions are in place. And again, what it
-- one of the things that | hope that we can do in these
next years is develop the information base of where there
are problens, what is being reported, what can be done to
be nore effective in ternms of enforcenent.

Q Secretary Holl eman, of the 3,500 or so students who were

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/10262000agavail.htm (5 of 18) [4/20/2009 1:03:14 PM]



10-26-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERA...MAN, DEPUTY SECRETARY OF EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

expel l ed under state and federal laws for bringing a gun to
school -- | guess it's the state |laws -- does the
departnent track how many of themgo into alternative
school s? And what is your view on whether they should al

be -- soneone should still be keeping track of thenf How is
t hat done?

MR. HOLLEMAN: Well, | think that the first principle we
endorse and support is the concept that denial of education
shoul d not be a nethod of punishnent. So when a child is
suspended or expelled fromschool, along with that shoul d
go the provision of educational services, whether that's

t hrough an alternative school or through sone ot her
mechani sm to ensure that that child continues with his or
her educational success.

In ternms of the statistics we keep, Bill Mdzel eski is
here, who's the director of our Safe and Drug-Free School
program and he can provide you those specific statistics,
to the extent we have them in terns of whether schools do
provi de educati onal services when children are expell ed.

Q But generally what's the departnment -- your view,
obviously, is that they should continue to receive sone
educati on.

Beyond the [ aw, which provides that they should be
expel | ed, what can or does the departnent do receive sone
to encourage the states to make sure they are -- that they
do still kind of education?

MR, HOLLEMAN: Well, for one thing, we provide significant
funding through Title I, for exanple, to schools that have
a high nunber of kids in poverty, and that noney can be
used to provide educational services to children who are
expel | ed or suspended, as well as others.

We provide techni cal assistance and gui dance t hrough
publ i cati ons about the inportance of continuing educati on.
And the secretary has been very affirmative in his
statenents around the country using the bully pulpit of his
office to encourage state and | ocal school districts, who
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are in charge, generally, of expulsion policies, to
conti nue education for kids when they're expelled or
suspended.

ATTY GEN. RENO | think this could be a good -- these are
the types of issues where it's inportant to build
part ner shi ps.

The schools shouldn't have to bear the burden. Their burden
shoul d be to educate our chil dren.

The rest of the community, along with the schools, have a
responsibility to devise prograns that can figure out
what's causing the problemw th this young person, and
together, the nedical community, the public health
communi ty, people who may surround that child, reach out
with the schools to design prograns after expul sion that
continue to provide the education, but also say, "Wat's
wrong? What can we do to get this youngster off on the
right foot?"

Q Ms. Reno, a couple questions on the juvenile justice
systemand the law. Does it seemto you, with increasing
laws in every state that makes kids subject to adult
penalties, that the juvenile justice systemstill even
exists in this country? And secondly, there's a new study
out today that says once again that mnority youths are

| ocked up at an astonishing rate conpared to white youth
who commt the same crines.

| think it was four tinmes as often for mnority kids to be
| ocked up, frequently in adult prisons.

ATTY GEN. RENO These are two very inportant issues. And
first of all, as | have said on a nunber of occasions, |'ve
wat ched the juvenile court system be overwhel ned by cases
comng toit as the last institution to deal wth a problem
i nvolving a child when the other institutions, including
the school, the famly, the nei ghborhood, sonetines the
faith comunity, have fail ed.

As the juvenile courts received greater and greater
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nunbers, the courts were | ess equipped to deal with the

I ndi vidual child on an individual basis -- and that's the
only way | think you can really be effective -- and they
didn't have adequate resources to address the years of
problens that the child had. Faced with that, they were not
as effective.

Wthout the effectiveness, people sonetines |ost confidence
in the juvenile justice system

| think we have a wonderful opportunity in this country now
to show what courts can do, and | cite the exanple of the
drug courts.

It's about 11 years old now, 11 or 12 years old. Starting
with one, there are now over 400, operating on the theory
that if you have a small enough casel oad so that the judge
can know t he person, and not just know them as a nunber or
as a file, and know that there are sufficient resources to
adequately deal with that person's problens in the drug
court -- or, we could use the sane theory in a juvenile
justice court.

| think you can make a difference, and |I think you wll
save noney in the long run, because you will interrupt that
cycle of a kid com ng back into the system agai n and agai n.
Why does that happen? The judge adjudicates the child,
provides for a disposition, he's sent to a special school
for three nonths; but that's three nonths that will never
correct the problens that were generated over a 16- or 17-
year peri od.

| f we use our resources wisely, in a conprehensive,
t horough manner, | think our courts, wth judges who care,
can make a trenendous difference.

One of the points that | raised with respect to your second
point is that there are points along the way.

| would like to know, in terns of the percentage of young
people who are mnority, how many are arrested instead of
being told, "Go hone and don't do it again," because |
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think that's the first entry into the program-- into the
justice system

The second is what you referred to.

| believe the figure said 31 percent of those arrested are
mnorities; 44 percent, or 41 percent, are detained in the
juvenile justice system

Now, as |'ve said to you on sone other occasions when |I've
raised this issue, sonetines the problemis that there is
nobody at hone to send the child hone to.

There is nobody to care for the child. W need to -- and
we're trying -- to figure out what we can do to generate

I deas through grants or other opportunities to see what can
be done to level that playing field, so that that child --
who may be simlarly situated to another, but does not have
a hone circunstance that will permt himto go hone -- how
we can level that playing field and give that child an
opportunity.

Then the third point along the way is when a child is
determ ned to have commtted a crine that involves a
transfer to the adult court. There's a di sproportionate
nunber there. W've got to figure out what we can do to

| evel the playing field every step of the way, to nake the
systemas fair as possible.

But we've also got to recognize -- and it's sonething that
| have focused on for a long tine -- 50 percent of al
| ear ned human response is learned in the first year.

The concept of reward and puni shnment and conscience is
devel oped t hen.

|f a child does not have a conscience in those first three
years, because of |ack of supervision and care, what good
are all the efforts going to be 16, 17, 21 years fromthen?
It is so inportant, and that's the reason the partnership
we've had with the Departnent of Education and HHS and
Labor is inportant, and the Healthy Children, Safe School
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initiatives in which we have provided grants to conmunities
across the country, collective grants fromthe departnents,
the four departnents.

We've got to give children a future fromthe beginning if
we're going to be successful.

And | think we can.

Q Ms. Reno, have there been any recent studies as to why so
many ki ds are bringing weapons to school, and any strategy
designed to head this behavior off at the pass?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | will ask Myron to do is provide you
with any information that nmay be avail abl e through the best
practices information that we've devel oped on guns.

Q Ms. Reno -- (off mke) --
ATTY GEN. RENG Can you speak a little bit |ouder, please?

Q Sure. There seemto be increasing questions over in Yenen
about whether or not the U S. authorities are getting
adequat e cooperation fromtheir counterparts over there.

Can you give us an idea of how that
relationship is going and what the state of affairs is now?

ATTY GEN. RENO | -- as | understand it, everybody is
trying to work together. The Yenmeni authorities are
conducting an investigation.

W want to work with them

And other than that, | don't think |I should coment further
on what is a pending matter.

Q But on that subject, there have been sone correlation --
there is sone correl ation between the various attacks
against U S mlitary in the Mddle East and this bonbi ng
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i n Yenen.

And | would ask if there is a correlation that |eads to the
masterm nd of these plots as being bin Laden.

How is it that the United States can afford to give this
man a sanctuary, or howis it that we can respect the
Taliban in giving this man a sanctuary if he's going to go
on and on and on hitting us where we're blind?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not respond to your particular
presunptions in which you ask the question, but would
sinply respond by saying | can't coment on a pending
matter.

Q Ms. Reno, is the departnent involved in any way with
concern, |l ocal concern here about a young man who was shot,
Prince Jones? Is the Justice Departnent |ooking into that?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yesterday Bill Lann Lee, the assistant
attorney general for the Gvil R ghts Division, net with
concerned students from Howard and expl ai ned that we are
conducting an investigation.

Q Furthernore, Ms. Reno, there have al so been calls for an
I nvestigation into the overall Prince George's County
Pol i ce Departnent and sone of the actions that have
happened there. Are you aware of anything, and is there any
nmovenment in your departnent?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't conment one way or the other with
respect to what actions we're taking.

Q(Of mke) -- was raising sone pretty serious charges
against this departnent this week concerning a crim nal

I nvestigation that federal prosecutors are conducting in
California over the mlitary base closure and Halliburton's
role, the role of M. Cheney's old conpany, saying that
basically this was a politically inspired investigation,
and that if M. Gore were not down in the polls, his
conpany woul d not be under investigation.
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Can you say, in a situation |like that, has main Justice had
any role, even to the point of being notified that such
I nvestigation --

ATTY GEN. RENO | didn't know anythi ng about it.

Q Attorney Ceneral Reno, can you give us a sense of your
degree of involvenent or oversight in the Yenen

I nvestigation? We know that the Yeneni authorities have the
| ead and that they're working closely with the FBI

What is your role as attorney general? Are you involved in
briefings? Are you overseeing the work of the FBI?

How do you interface with this investigation?
ATTY GEN. RENO As | should, when | shoul d.

Q FBI agents are beginning to conme hone. |Is this the start
of a full drawdown of the investigative force?

And is that the result of security concerns, or is their
wor k just done?

ATTY GEN. RENO What we have tried to do is to get
evi dence- recovery experts in as we've needed them and
various particular specialties in.

When they have concluded their work we're bringing them
out, and trying to do it in an orderly way that will ensure
security and address the issues that we need to address.

Q Ms. Reno, on Yenen: As of a few days ago, the FBI speci al
agents in Yenen had not been able to interview any of the
detai nees in that country by the local officials.

| s that on the agenda? Is Yenen allowi ng us to conduct a
full investigation on the ground?

ATTY GEN. RENG | can't comment with respect to any matters
on the pending investigation.
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Q Ms. Reno, have you received a letter fromthe attorney
for Tom Downey, conpl ai ni ng about the pace of the
I nvestigation into the Bush debate material ?

ATTY GEN. RENG | have heard about it, but |I went through
my mail and | have not received it yet.

Qls this sonething that concerns you -- are you --

ATTY GEN. RENO | need to get the letter first before | can
conment .

Q Anything immnent on that? Can you give us a feel for
whet her the Justice Departnent and the Bureau are

-- if this is a matter that's still under investigation at
all?

ATTY GEN. RENG Which matter? The debate matter?
Q The debate tape.

ATTY GEN. RENG Yes, it is under investigation.
Q Remai ns under investigation?

ATTY GEN. RENO It does.

Q Ms. Reno, although |I realize that you haven't seen the

| etter, he says, as other people have said -- he's not the
only one, so it's not just a matter of his letter -- but
many people have said it would be good if the Justice
Departnent -- the FBI would wap this up before the

el ection. There are other people who say no, they should
wait until after the election.

It's one of those dammed if you do, dammed if you don't
t hi ngs.

Are you dammed if you do or dammed if you don't? | nean, is
there a need to resolve this before the el ection?
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ATTY GEN. RENO There is a need to resolve any allegation
of crinme in which an investigation is being conducted as
soon as you possibly can, consistent with a thorough

I nvestigation.

Q Are you confident that the Departnent of Justice assets
-- the FBI especially -- are sufficiently well-protected in
Yenen; that there could not be a followup act of terrorism
that could inflict even nore casualties, naybe even set up
t hat way?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it is inportant that we take every
possible step that's realistic and feasible to secure the
safety of all our forces, both mlitary and | aw

enf or cenment .

As | have told you on many occasions in the past, if |
could assure that, | would inmedi ately take whatever step |
could to do that.

But this is a situation where you cannot control the
I nstincts of everyone in every circunstance at every tine.

Q Ms. Reno, strictly as a matter of curiosity, with no
ulterior object in mnd -- (laughter).

ATTY. CGEN. RENO That was one of the npbst interesting |ead-
I ns!

QWwell, I nean, I'mvery sincere with that.
ATTY. GEN. RENO Wll, one thing, let ne -- you may
surprise nme, but | think you' re probably one of the nost

sincere people | know. (Laughter.)

Q Wuld a president-elect or vice president-elect cone
under the purview of your special counsel regul ations?

In other words, if there were serious allegations agai nst
sonebody who's el ected in Novenber, would you be obli gated,
If there were credi ble and specific evidence agai nst them
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to --

ATTY. GEN. RENO As you know, | don't do what-ifs.
(Laughter.)

QWwell, no, I"'mjust asking. WIIl a vice president-elect or
a president-el ect conme under those provisions?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Again, it's inportant that -- let ne --
Since you're doing it only for your curiosity --

(laughter) -- let ne ask Myron to give you a copy of it and
go through it with you.

Thank you.

Q M. Holleman -- oh, sorry. May | just return to school
vi ol ence for a nonent?

MR. HOLLEMAN: Sur e.

Q The incident earlier this week that the attorney general
referred to once again raises the troubling issue of guns
I n school .

There is a real division of opinion anong educators and
specialists in school safety about the w sdom of netal
detectors in schools; about whether this can really solve
t he probl em

Has the departnent | ooked into this? Does the departnment
have a view on whether -- to put it in the only way | can
think of, that every public school in Anerica should have a
netal detector?

MR, HOLLEMAN: Well, | don't think anyone believes that
every public school in Amrerica should have a netal

detector, and whether that kind of precaution is necessary
is really in the hands of the |ocal school district and the
| ocal principal. But |I think, in general, what we advocate
Is to put in place precautionary neasures, a quality
educati onal program and well-trained teachers to prevent
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the problemfromoccurring in the first place.

The attorney general referred to earlier many of our
partnershi ps who are participating in the Safe School s
initiative, in order to pronote safety in their school s,
have expended significant resources on early chil dhood
prograns, because we know that the stronger start a young
child receives, the better they do in school and the |ess
likely they are to get into trouble or to bring a weapon to
school, for exanple.

So the nost effective way to keep weapons or guns out of
school, or to prevent violence or m sconduct in school is
to have strong preparation early on, an engaging curricul um
and | earning environnent, and well-trained teachers, so
that students are focused on | earning, rather than other

t hi ngs.

Q But following up on that, things |like not only netal
detectors, but also surveillance caneras, which are now
very common in schools, and police, an increased police
presence within schools -- are those kinds of things having
overall a positive influence on the school environnment or a
negati ve one, would you say?

MR. HOLLEMAN: Well, of course it depends on howit's

handl ed. For exanple, a partnership between | aw enforcenent
and education can be a very positive thing in a school,
because students can establish that relationship with their
| ocal policeman on the beat or their |local |aw enforcenent
or gani zati on.

And the police departnent, in fact, can becone part of the
effort to inprove the quality of education and to reduce
violence and crinme in the community, not only within the
school, but in the community at | arge.

Q Attorney General Reno, you've traveled far and w de
across this country. If there's been a sharp decline in the
per cent age of hi gh school -aged students bringi ng weapons to
school, why is it, do you believe, that many parents and
children feel less safe in school today than they did in
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ATTY GEN. RENO | think if you have seen sone of the
tragedi es that have been reported, they strike so close to
hone.

You think, "Could it be ny son's school ?* And there have
been sone situations that just stagger the inmagination.

| think, in -- where you have such acute and tragic cases,
It makes us all realize that we cannot becone conpl acent;
we have got to do nore.

Thank you.

Q Thank you.
Q Thank you.
Q (O f mke.)

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes. Now one of the things -- can | ask you
all -- would let nme turn tables on you one day before |
| eave?

Q Absol utely.

Q Absolutely. Absolutely.

Q (Laughs.)

Q That's fair play!

ATTY GEN. RENO We'Il set it up.

Q But we can't comrent on pending investigations!
(Laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO O on scoops that you have.

Q Yeah.
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(Cross tal k, laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO But you will tell me your opinion on "zero
to three."

Q (Laughs.) No sources!

END.
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