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Approxi mate start tine: 9:20am
Approximate finish tine: 9:45am

PROCEEDI NGS

Dr. Donald E. Cook, President of the Anmerican Acadeny of
Pedi atrics (AAP): Qur final public service award goes to US
Attorney Ceneral Janet Reno, and we are extrenely honored
and privileged that Ms. Reno has joined us here to receive
her award.

President Cinton appointed Ms. Reno Attorney Ceneral in
1993. In the past seven years, she has focused specific
attention on the environnment in which children can | earn
and play. She knows the best way to conbat viol ence and

del i nquency is to ensure that all children have safe,

heal thy and nurturing environnents. That is why the Acadeny
I's honoring Attorney General Reno with its Excellence in
Publ i c Service Award.

We are honoring Ms. Reno today for her prevention and early
I ntervention efforts to keep children away from gangs,
drugs and violence. Her departnent is dedicated to offering
appropriate prograns that can help children and adol escents
from becom ng victinms of crimnals.

Under her | eadership the Justice Departnent has tackled the
probl ens such as underage drinking, child abduction, school
vi ol ence and del i nquency. She invited the Acadeny to
participate in "Safe fromthe Start," a national sunmt on
chil dren exposed to viol ence.
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The Justice Departnent is also hel ping pronote (inaudible)
and Medi cai d prograns providi ng gui dance on internet safety
and offering information on prograns and events desi gned
for young people with disabilities.

Ral ph Wal do Enerson said "To know even one |life has

br eat hed easi er because you have lived, this is to have
succeeded." Ms. Reno, you have succeeded in making the
lives of children safer. For your dedication and diligence,
it is ny honor to present you with the American Acadeny of
Pedi atrics' Excellence in Public Service Award. On behal f
of the nation's pediatricians, | thank you for your
admrable efforts towards inproving the lives of children.

Attorney Ceneral Janet Reno: Thank you, Doctor Cook, and
thank you all. | can't think of any other group that |
woul d rather receive an award from For nme you are the
heroes and the heroines. You're on the front |ines every
day but you're | ooking for |ong-range solutions. You don't
shrink fromthe challenges. | salute you for your work,
your | eadership and all you have done in efforts to prevent
yout h vi ol ence.

Now, the Departnent of Justice has been a very gratefu
beneficiary of sone of your extraordinary efforts. Menbers
of the Acadeny have becone great allies and val ued partners
in the Departnent's "Children Exposed to Viol ence
Initiative" and in our "Safe fromthe Start" summts around
the country.

We've consulted with you on sone of our toughest cases

I nvol ving children exposed to net hanphetam ne | abs and
children traumati zed by gun violence. W've relied on your
Insights in crafting new approaches to intervening in cases
of child abuse and naltreatnent. And, we have joined forces
I n devel opi ng prevention prograns that are making a

di fference. You have published research that has been so
instrunental to our policy devel opnent. Thank you for al
you do for the children of America, and thank you so nuch
for this award. | amvery honored and privil eged.

I n about 3 nonths, I'mgoing honme. |I'mgoing to then figure
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out what | do when | grow up, get a secretary and sonebody
to answer the tel ephone and the correspondence, and then
|"mgoing to get in ny red truck and see Anerica, talk to
the people that | didn't have a chance to talk to | ong
enough, because | had to be back in Washington, clinb
mountains that | didn't have a chance to clinb, because |

had to be back in Washington. But, | intend to do
everything | can to continue ny advocacy for children.
Today, | would |ike to discuss with you sone of the

chal | enges and the opportunities that | think we still
face, as we seek to give our children a strong and positive
future.

Children are substantially nore vulnerable to crine than
adults. Qur young people, particularly teenagers, conmt
about 18 percent of the crinme. They make up 33 percent of
crime victinms. Juveniles are the victins in 25 percent of
all violent crines and in 20 percent of famly viol ence

I ncidents reported to | aw enforcenent. We all know t hat
children who are victins of or witnesses to violence suffer
devastati ng consequences. The scars, as you well know, are
not only physical.

Exposure to violence effects how children see, how they
feel, and how they learn. Children who are victins of and
W tnesses to violence are at a higher risk of devel opi ng
behavi oral probl ens, substance abuse, depression, suicide
t endenci es and violent crimnal behavior. Being abused or
negl ected as a child increases the |likelihood of arrest as
a juvenile by 53 percent and the likelihood of arrest for a
violent crine as an adult by 38 percent. Sinply put,

viol ence is the nunber one cause of violence. It is a

vi scous, often unrelenting, cycle that nust be broken, and
the question is how do we do it.

| think one of the first steps that we nust take is to
enhance nmultidisciplinary efforts to prevent youth viol ence
and to understand its causes. Not |ong ago, |aw enforcenent
prof essional s and heal thcare providers operated in fairly
separate orbits, sonetines oblivious to one anot her,
sonetinmes, unfortunately, working at cross purposes to the
detri ment of both professions and the people we serve. Each
prof ession held a different piece of the puzzle nmaking up a
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child's life, but no discipline could see the whol e
picture. As a result, children fell through the cracks, and
they did not get the support fromeither or any of the

pr of essi ons that they deserved.

In recent years, thanks so nmuch to what you have done, we
have come together to show how nuch nore effective we can
be when we are united, but we can do nore in

mul tidisciplinary efforts to deal with the issue of

vi ol ence.

First, I think we have to ook to the university settingnot
the nmedi cal school setting and not to the | aw school
setting by thensel vesbut the university setting and
understand a pediatrician is not going to solve the problem
of violence by herself. The | awer or prosecutor is not
going to solve the problenor the judgeacting al one, but we
must act together. And | would |like to encourage a
revolution in Anerican higher education so that we start

| earning as | awyers about public health, about nedicine,
about teaching, if we have any inclination to pursue the

I ssues of children and how they may have a chance to grow
In a strong, constructive way.

The teacher trying to teach the second grader how to read
wi |l not have had education in what to look for in terns of
physi cal problens. The doctor in trying to figure out what
the problens are with the child that he or she is seeing
won't know what to do if they don't understand the

educati onal processes and what are the best neans and
processes for learning. The pediatrician is going to | ook
at the court system aghast. Even if they knew nore about
the court systemthey sonetinmes mght | ook at it aghast,
and I wll touch on that in a noment. But, if the court
knows about sone of the crines and sone of the issues that
the court should consider, if they can be trained in the
processes in the university setting or otherwi se, | think
we can make a trenendous difference.

There is one group of people that, when they're doing a
good job, know the answers to npost of the questions that
the different disciplines consider, and that's parents. But
how we teach people to be parents is a challenge that |
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think the American university system faces as well.
Community policing can be the eyes and ears of doctors, of
prosecutors, of judges in terns of identifying abuse early
on, in terns of recognizing a child who is at risk at
school, but we nust train that comunity police officer on
what to | ook for.

The second challenge that | think the university setting
faces is how do we go out into the community, into the real
worl d, and neke it our |aboratory--not only for solving
probl ens, but for building communities that create a net
around children and famlies at risk. How do we pronote,
organi ze and build healthy communiti es? Now we' ve taken
sone steps in Washington to try to begin to do that, but
we've got a ways to go. Wien | got there, HHS was doing its
t hi ng, Education was doing its thing, and Justice was doi ng
Its thing. Now, Donna Shalala, Dick Reilly, and Al exis

Her man of Labor and | have conbi ned together to devel op
heal thy children, safe schools grants that recognize that
no one departnent is going to doit all, that we need to
work together in community building to create opportunities
that really focus on the | ong-range answers to children who
are at risk

Now, we may be successful in one neighborhood, but how do
we expand it beyond that nei ghborhood. Liz Shore, who |
have the greatest respect for, says to expand it beyond one
nei ghbor hood al ways creates a risk for a program But let's
use the ingenuity in Anmerica' s higher education anongst
pediatricians and | awers to begin to nmake a difference.
And, | would invite you to consider what we're doing at the
Departnent of Justice. W' ve established a program called
"Strategi c Approaches"” where we've gone in many instances
to the university or the college in the area and said, "W
need to work with you to address the issue of guns or youth
vi ol ence or a particular project." That would be great if
we had pediatricians involved in sone of those initiatives.

| have devel oped a whol e new respect for public health and
the discipline of public health and its processes. And |
woul d like to challenge us to figure out how we incl ude
public health concerns in pediatric intake eval uations.
What woul d happen if every pediatrician asked children in
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his or her practice about guns in the hone, safe gun
storage, bullying in school, conflict resolution at school,
drug and al cohol abuse, self-esteemissues, depression,
violence in the famly? | just think it's a trenendous
opportunity for us to use the processes of the various

di sciplines to nake a difference.

And we see afoot in the country anongst practitioners the
devel opnent of nultidisciplinary teans that are maki ng an
extraordinary difference. The Children's Advocacy Centers

t hroughout the country are powerful nodels of

mul tidisciplinary intervention prograns that work. By
enabling | aw enforcenent officers, child protection

wor kers, prosecutors, victimadvocates and therapists to
coordinate interviews and referral services, children are
better heard and better served and perpetrators of violence
against children are nore likely to be brought to justice.

The Departnent has conmtted over $4 million in funding to
support CACs and we wll do all we can to continue that
support. O her nultidisciplinary intervention approaches
i ke the New Haven Chil d Devel opnent Conmunity Policing
Program are nmaki ng a trenendous difference.

As part of the Departnent's efforts to enhance

mul tidisciplinary intervention strategies, | have had
neetings wth nedical, netal health, public health experts
for roundtabl e di scussions on how we can work together.
Wonderful ideas have cone out of these prograns and these
opportunities. A trauma surgeon tal ked with nme about what
we can do to focus on the children who are the victins, and
who are the perpetrators, who are the witnesses to

I ntervene quickly to nake a difference, and if this works
out, to make it an acceptable standard of nedical care.

Menbers of the Acadeny have taken part in this effort. They
have told us that we need to i nprove nedical training
curricula on child maltreatnment and famly viol ence issues,
to inprove coll aborati on between nedi cal professionals
treating children and wonen exposed to famly violence. W
need to do so nmuch nore. But, arnmed with the know edge that
reaches across disciplines, united in our determnation to
end the cycle of violence, to prevent our youth from
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becom ng the victimand the perpetrator, we nust prevent,
we nmust intervene, and we nust hol d peopl e account abl e.

Good parents are the best caregivers. Good parents are the
best preventers of violence. Good parents are hard to find.
| have shared with sone of you before that | have had the
opportunity to raise two 15-year-old twins, a boy and a
girl. It takes hard work, intelligence, |ove and an awf ul

| ot of luck, but there is no substitute for that as one of
t he nost rewardi ng experiences that you can have.

Too many parents today don't know how. They don't know how
to talk to their children and they will say so. They do not
know whet her to exercise discipline or to give thema hug.
They don't know how to react when the teacher calls and
says, "Johnny's not reading well." They don't know how to
react with a sniffle. They are ill-prepared. How do we give
themthe tools to do the job? | think that is one of the
single issues that we nust face together. How do we teach
them when to talk, when to give the pat on the back, when
to discipline, howto hold the child accountabl e?

This will be one of our challenges, but incidences of child
abuse decrease and studies report up to a 60 percent drop

I n destructive behavi or anong children served when
parenting skills are provided. |"mproud to tell you that
we W ll begin a new parenting initiative in Washi ngton
early next year. Every parent of every baby born in the
District soon will receive a package at the hospital,

I ncl udi ng coupons for free nurse hone visitation, videos on
child devel opnent and discipline, safety, health and
nutrition, child care and early literacy, a parent resource
guide, a children's passport to record inocul ati ons and
store current photos to help recover abducted children, a
guide to the Departnent's new parenting web site, and books
to pronote early literacy. | hope this newinitiative wll
be replicated across the country.

But good parents nust be violence-free parents. Mst of the
time, | think the nedical profession is ahead of the | aw
prof ession, but in the case of donestic violence, | think
too often, we are both too far behind. Just think of what
the medical conmmunity can do if the enmergency room
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physi ci an, the obstetrician, the pediatrician, the famly
physi ci an cone together and focus on donestic viol ence.

| go to so many doctors offices and see rows and rows of
brochures that are extrenely informative. | don't think

| " ve ever seen anything on donestic violence, and the
pediatrician is often going to be the oneif trai nedwho
could pick out the evidence and the signs of donestic

vi ol ence early on. But too often the pediatrician doesn't
know to whomto refer the person, what shelters are
avai |l abl e or what processes are available. W nust do far
nore to eradicate donestic violence. It is com ng down, but
unl ess we end violence in the hone, our children are going
to continue to accept violence as a way of |ife and we nust
join together in a firmpartnership to put an end to this.

Education is the key to prevention. Zero to three are those
nost formative years. Sinply put, the first years really do
| ast forever, and you are the ones that have taught ne
that. How can they nmake a difference? |I think we should
join together and nmake sure that educare is a programthat
exi sts throughout this countrynot chil dcare, not

war ehousi ng, not taking care of sonebody until sonebody can
get hone fromwork, but real constructive educare that
under stands that 50 percent of all |earned responses are

|l earned in the first year of life. Let us learn howto
teach in those early years conflict resolution,
appreciation for differences, problemsolving skills.

Let us do nore to figure out how we can involve parents.
Renedi al reading teachers tell nme that what they would Iike
to do is make sure that the parent is included in the
reading prograns so that the parent can learn to read to
the child. We can do so nuch if we teach parents to
recogni ze physical and nental health problens. For this, we
have a |long way to go, but we can truly nake a difference.

But, then we nust figure out how to design prograns for
youngsters who are getting bored in school, who are turning
their attention to other things, who are acting out because
they want to attract attention to thenselves, and they're
not doing well in school. How can we enhance the | earning
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opportunities for all children?

Secondly, violence is going to happen and children are
going to absorb it. W need to intervene quickly in those
efforts. In Decenber 1998, we |aunched a multidisciplinary
effort designed to reduce child naltreatnent across
Anerica. The "Children Exposed to Violence Initiative"
addresses the needs of our nation's nost vul nerable crine
victinms and w tnesses, our children. The goal of the
initiative is three-fold: to find better ways to prevent
children's exposure to violence, to intervene early and
effectively when children tragically do becone crine
victins and w tnesses, and to nmake certain that individuals
gets the support they need when they have been the

W t nesses to viol ence.

We can al so focus on prograns that give opportunities when
t he danger signals that the perpetration of violence is
about to occur. Truancy prevention is another step that can
be taken to nake a difference. Drug courts for juveniles
can be very effective in intervening in early stages of
subst ance abuse.

Finally, | would Iike to call on you to join with ne in
what | think can nmake a trenendous difference. The courts
of Anmerica have been overwhel ned, overwhel ned by chil dren
who have cone through them after other institutions, from
the famly to the schools to the nei ghborhood, have fail ed.
Faced with trenendous case | oads, the courts have tried
their best, but wwth so many and with such i nadequate
resources, they have not succeeded. That has underm ned
confi dence in the courts.

But, through drug courts we have seen what can be done if
you control caseloads and if you provide resources that can
truly address the substance abuse probl em evi denced by t hat
child. Just think of what we could do if we devel oped a
program for a nodel court for dependency, a nodel court for
del i nquency, a nodel court for donestic violence with

casel oads that permt the judges to know the nanme of the
child before them to give that child adequate tine on a
court calendar, to give that child adequate resources over
a sufficient period of tine that can hel p adjust and change
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behavior, and if detention is required, that provide for
after care so that we don't send that child back to the
apartnment over the open-air drug market where they got into
trouble in the first place. Courts where if there is a

medi cal problem there is a pediatrician there that can be
wor king with the court, working with counselors to address
the problemin a conprehensive way. Nothing is so
frustrating as to see a systembegin to work and then find
one piece of the puzzle m ssing and unsol ved.

W can truly, truly nmake a difference. But to do so, we've
got to level the playing field. The disparity between the
nunmber of children arrested who are mnorities and the
nunber of children who are detained is striking in this
country. Is it a question of bias, or is it a fact that
there is not a level playing field because there is no one
to send that child hone to for non-secure detention? W' ve
got to work together to level the playing field for the
children of Anerica so that a di sparate nunber are not
arrested rather than sent hone, are not detained rather

t han sent hone to non-secure detention, are not transferred
to the adult court rather than remaining in the juvenile
court to experience the opportunities there. If we can

| evel that playing field and gi ve equal opportunity to al
the children of Anerica, we can nake a trenendous

di fference.

But one thing we've got to do. W've got to give Anerica's
chil dren and young peopl e confidence in thensel ves. W' ve
got to nmake them believe in thenselves. G owing up today is
probably harder than at alnost any tinme in history, because
children are wi thout supervision nore so than probably at
any time in history. The issues they face, the know edge
that they nmust learn is nore conplicated than ever before,
but children and young people, as you well know, want so to
make a difference. They want to reach out and contri bute
and be sonebody and change things and when they cant do
that, they often try to attract attention in other ways.
We've got to figure out how we work together along wth
other disciplines to give the children of Anerica the
belief that they can be anything they really want to be, if
it's the right thing to do and if they put their mnd to it
I n a reasonabl e way.
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| can't thank you enough for all you to do to give the
opportunity to children to Il et their dreans cone true. But

I f we work together, if we involve other disciplines, if we
focus on prevention, if we focus on hol di ng people
accountable in a fair way, | think we can nmake Anerica's
children the strength and the foundation of our future.

When | get in that red truck, |I'mgoing back to visit sone
of the kids that |1've had the opportunity to talk wth,
children who are in detention facilities who said, "l just

want sonebody to tal k to, sonebody who understands how hard
it is togrowup in Anerica today." Thank you for hel ping
t hem grow up.

Dr. Donald E. Cook, President of the American Acadeny of

Pedi atrics (AAP): Thank you Attorney CGeneral Reno for your
t hought ful remarKks.
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