11-20-00: NATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE FUTURE OF DNA EVID...OL OF GOVERNMENT 79 JFK STREET CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

NATI ONAL COWMM SSI ON ON THE FUTURE OF DNA EVI DENCE

* * * * *

SPEECH OF ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO
ok x o *

JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNVENT

79 JFK STREET
CAMBRI DGE, MASSACHUSETTS
x * % % *
20 Novenber 2000
6:00 p.m
PROCEEDI NGS

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you, Senator Pryor and Dean
Shower .

It is a wonderful occasion for ne to be back here, to see
the inspiration of the students, the excitenent, the stars
in their eyes as they talk about public policy and the

I ssues that they hold dear.

| gave sone advice, when sonebody asked nme -- | try not to
do it whence they don't -- but | gave sone advice this
afternoon on how to prepare for a career in public service:
Don't | ose your idealism Don't becone cynical. Learn how
to be smarter than the people who are cynical, and you w ||
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derive such benefit.

|f you had told ne 37 years ago that | would be standi ng
here thinking about Robert Kennedy being 75 instead of
being the attorney general, and ne being the attorney
general, it seens inpossible, since there were only 16
wonen when entering the class of 544 at the | aw school, but
ti mes have changed, and | think | nmay be | ooking at the
first woman president of the United States.

( Appl ause.)

This is about ny third visit to the Kennedy School, and
each tinme you inspire ne to challenge nyself and to
chal | enge ot hers.

DNA is, of course, neither the first nor the | ast new
forensic technology. To put things in a little perspective,
it is interesting to note that fingerprints were first used
in a forensic context in the late nineteenth century in
Engl and. Li ke the introduction of fingerprints into |aw
enforcenent, DNA has forever changed the | andscape of the
crimnal justice system Qur challenge, and the one that

all of you and the comm ssion have so ably grappled wth,
Is howto you utilize these new tools.

In the rotunda of the Jefferson Menorial in Washington, D
C. is inscribed a statenent from Thomas Jefferson that
think confirns the inportance of our willingness to be open
to this and other new technol ogies and the system c changes
t hey may bri ng.

Presi dent Jefferson said: "I'mnot an advocate for frequent
changes in laws and constitutions, but |aws and

I nstitutions nmust go hand-in-hand with the progress of the
human m nd. As that becones nore devel oped, nore

enl i ghtened, as new di scoveries are nade, new truths

di scovered, and manners and opi ni ons change with the change
of circunstances, institutions nust advance al so to keep
pace with the tinmes."

And if | were asking M. Jefferson to add any statenent to
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that, I would say: And the challenge always with us wll be
to make sure that human bei ngs nmaster the technol ogy and
t he change, rather than letting technol ogy naster us.

The Kennedy School has a wonderful history of bringing
peopl e together and different views together in this kind
of forum | truly believe that this kind of inclusive

di al ogue is critical if we are to uphold our responsibility
to strive towards the betternment of our judicial system
and it is such civil and thoughtful dial ogue of people wth
fierce views, lots of know edge, but it is a great crucible
for forging new ideas.

The comm ssion, under the |eadership of ny friend, Chief
Justice Shirley Abrahanson, aided and abetted by wonderf ul
comm ssioners and Chris Asplund and the staff, has been an
excel l ent exanple of the value of public discourse,
particularly when considering the application of this
conpl ex technology to the investigative process, to the
courtroom and to the appellate process.

It is an extraordi nary chal |l enge because, |ike cyber

t echnol ogy, DNA technol ogy, just by itself, is difficult.
You add the law, the Fourth Amendnent, courtroom
procedures, rules of procedures, and it becomes nuch nore
conplicated. And | think that the university systens of
this country must cone to recogni ze that, and recognize
that | awers won't solve the problens by thensel ves, public
heal th specialists won't sol ve problens by thensel ves, and
t he bi otechnicians won't solve their problens by

t hensel ves. The tinme has cone for the great universities of
this nation to start giving regular course work in subject
matters that are affected by the | aw and that affect the

| aw.

Since this is the last neeting of the conm ssion, | want to
give them a hardy public thanks, to each of the

comm ssioners, for the inportant and thoughtful work

t hey' ve done over the past several years, and to comrent on
the inplications of that work.

To NIJ, for its great work in this area, | add a sal ute.
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When Jereny Travis, David Boyd, and | first tal ked about
the issue of wongful convictions and the potential of DNA
to free innocent people, we didn't understand fully about
the nature and extent of the post conviction DNA testing

I ssue. There was little understandi ng of how post
convi cti on DNA-based appeals m ght be different from
appeal s based on ot her kinds of evidence. Thanks to the
comm ssion's work and recommendati ons, however, we now have
tools available to prosecutors, defense attorneys, the
judiciary, victimadvocates, and scientists, to facilitate
a thoughtful approach to an anal ysis of these cases.

Let me put in human terns just what we're tal king about. W
must not | et another day go by if we have i nnocent people
sitting in jail that could be freed by DNA testing. W
cannot | et another day go by because we have not

appr ehended an of fender who's out there who woul d be known
If we were able to nake a map that would save a victimfrom
t ragedy tonorrow.

The governor in Florida once asked ne to reinvestigate the
case of a man who had been prosecuted, convicted, and
sentenced to death for the poisoning death of his seven
children 22 years before. He should not have been charged.
He was probably innocent. He should certainly go free. And
| will never forget, for as long as | |ive, that man
wal ki ng out of the courthouse free for the first tine in 22
years. That is what we are tal king about. That case was not
based on DNA testing, but it is that freedom and the
limtation of freedomthat is at stake in what the

comm ssi on has done and what this work invol ves.

How do you explain, as | have had to explain to sonebody,
why the crimnal justice systemcouldn't catch a person
before they nurdered sonebody? That's what we are talking
about here.

And to deal with these issues in |aw enforcenent, we nust
recogni ze that information is the life blood of |aw
enforcenent, finding the information, the clue that | eads
us to the next step, and to the next step, to finally being
able to put together a case. And, renenber, we have to put
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the case together so we can prove it beyond and to the
excl usion of a reasonabl e doubt. Think about it and how
hard that is. How nany areas do you know where you have a
shadow of a doubt? A reasonabl e doubt ?

Today's new technol ogi es give us ever better sources for
that life blood of |aw enforcenent, it gives us an
opportunity to know i nformation that we never dreaned coul d
be avail able to us. Autonation technology allows us to |ink
it all together so as to truly formtruly powerful aids to
| aw enforcenent. But to ensure that these nmarvel ous, new
tools are not curtailed by public disapproval or abused, we
must be sure of four things: First of all, that the

I nformati on devel oped by DNA testing is accurate; second,
that it is relevant as we apply it to a particul ar case;
third, it nust be devel oped and utilized with proper
concern for the Constitution and our right to privacy; and
fourth, the people nust accept them as accurate, relevant
and constitutional.

The conmm ssion has done a great job in ternms of trying to
achi eve these goals, and the wide adm ssibility of DNA
today is the product of years of litigation in state courts
to establish the legal liability of DNA based on the
standards for adm ssibility of scientific evidence set
forth by the US Suprenme Court in Pry, Dowdert, and
Coumhone. (Phonetic.)

W have cone further than that and, now, DNA testing is
accepted in so many situations, but we nmust continue to do
much nore. W nust continue to work at getting information
out to the |Iaw enforcenent community, for the infornmation
can only be as plentiful if it is gathered and the gatherer
Is skilled. If the detective, the beat officer, the crine
scene technician, know in every case howto | ook for and
preserve the proper evidence, justice will be done.

The commi ssion has al so done so nuch to get this technol ogy
into the hands of our |aw enforcenent officers through
material, through two CD-ROVs, through really trying to
gauge how we can be effective in providing information to

| aw enf orcenent across the country. The devel opnent and

di stribution of one and a half mllion training panphlets
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expl ai ni ng DNA and proper collection procedures wll go far
to help bridge the gap between the technol ogy's potenti al
and our ultinmate success.

In the area of post conviction use of DNA testing, when we
first looked at this issue, only one state had | egi sl ation
specifically addressing post conviction DNA testing. Since
that tinme, | believe largely in response to the

comm ssion's attention to this issue, thirty-six post
conviction bills have been introduced in nineteen states,
ei ght states have enacted | egislation providing for
testing, and three states still have | egislation pending,
fourteen bills have been introduced in Congress providing
for sonme kind of post conviction DNA testing, including a
bill with bipartisan sponsorship introduced by Senator
Lahey earlier this year ainmed at providing post conviction
testing in appropriate cases, and in ensuring conpetent
counsel in capital cases. A simlar bipartisan bill was

I ntroduced in the House by Representative Del ahunt and
Rowhood (phonetic.) The Departnent of Justice has strongly
supported these things and has worked closely with Senat or
Lahey's staff on devel opi ng appropriate | anguage.

The comm ssion's recomendati ons for handling post
conviction DNA testing, the nodel |egislation was

devel oped, and the public attention it has brought to this
I ssue has been so inportant to our national discussion
about wongful conviction. Its work has been cited by
Congress, state l|legislatures, the courts, and academ c
publications. District attorney's offices, like the one in
San Di ego, have even begun to proactively review cases for
the potential application of DNA testing.

At the Departnent of Justice, |'ve asked ny prosecutors to
review all the cases of all federal death rowinmates to
assess whet her, under the recommendati ons of the

comm ssi on, post conviction DNA testing should be utilized

I n any of these cases. In addition, | have asked the
National Institute of Justice to convene a neeting with
prosecutors fromthose jurisdictions |ike San D ego and New
York to discuss and learn fromthem about the issue of

I npl ementing active review of post conviction cases.
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We are striking a good bal ance between the inportance of
finality in the crimnal justice systemand the inportance
of utilizing all our tools to ensure that only the guilty
are convicted, but let nme point out about finality. In the
case of Janes Joseph Richardson, people told ne there was
no renedy available. Tinme had expired. | said, "You cannot
let a man sit in jail when the evidence is not there." And
we found renedies. The law, to seek justice, can do

wonder ful things, but, basically, where the | aw works best
Is where the facts and the information support the equity
of the matter.

| am proud that, as we becone nore enlightened and nore
di scoveries are nmade, we are commtting those new ideas to
our ultimate goal: The search for truth.

When | charged the commssion with its responsibility at
Its first neeting in March of 1998, | asked that it not
wait until its conclusion to tell ne what | or the
departnment could do to nmake sure that we are using this
technology to the fullest. They heeded ny request because,
al so, at that first neeting, the comm ssion began to

exam ne the status of the DNA database system both
nationally and in the individual states. What they found
and brought to Iight was that while these DNA dat abases are
I ncredi bly powerful, investigative tools, their potenti al
remains largely unful filled.

The comm ssion identified that, throughout the country, our
state and | ocal | aboratories have significant backl ogs of
bot h of f ender DNA dat abase sanples and crine scene sanpl es
waiting to be tested. There are in excess of one mllion
convi cted of fenders whose DNA profile should be in this
dat abase, but are not. Perhaps, nore tragically, the

comm ssion has found that there are over 180,000 rape kits
sitting on the storage shelves of police departnents

t hroughout the country. Qur | aboratories sinply |lack the
resources necessary to performtheir work anal ysis and
their database anal ysis, which can reach the tens of

t housands.

The advent of the Kodex system has exponentially increased
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the workload at crinme |abs, but the funding necessary to
make t he advantages of the Kodex a reality needs to keep
pace. This is a sinple cost benefit analysis. W know t hat
the nore offenders we have in the databases, the nore
arrests we will make, and the faster we wll neke them and
the nore victinse we will save fromtragedy. That

transl ates, tangibly and imedi ately, into a reduction of
crime and the nunber of future victins. But in order to
reap those benefits, we nust invest in the people, in the
training and the technol ogy, to reduce those backl ogs as
fast as possible.

In its very first recommendation to ne, the conm ssion
descri bed the nature of this problemand its consequences.
It recommended that the departnent allocate noney for the
out sourcing of convicted of fender sanples. As a result of
t hat recommendati on, the National Institute of Justice
established a $15 million backl og reduction program the
benefits of which we have al ready begun to see. By the end
of this fiscal year, nearly 300,000 convicted of fender
sanpl es and 3,000 cases w thout suspects will be entered

I nto the database and made accessible to | aw enforcenent
officers all over the country.

For the fiscal year 2001, if we get an appropriation
package passed, a total of $30 million has been included in
the Conference Report for the Crine Lab | nprovenent Program
DNA Initiative. However, the confries (inaudible/phonetic)
have i ncl uded $19, 050,000 in hard earnmarked, |eaving only a
maxi mum of 10, 950, 000 whi ch can be used to address the DNA
backl og. W have got to work together with Congress to
enabl e themto understand how i nportant, how critical this
Is in terns of protecting the innocent and ensuring the
public safety.

| believe the great |esson to be |learned fromthe
comm ssion's process over the past few years is the
I nportance of a thoughtful approach to technol ogi es’
Integration into the crimnal justice system

Law enforcenent's application of technol ogy al so gives rise
to significant social and ethical considerations. The
Aneri can people prize their privacy. They want to bet left
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al one. They don't |ike governnent telling themwhat to do.
Constitutional doctrine acknow edges that. As such,

t echnol ogi cal capability does not necessarily translate
into public acceptability for |aw enforcenent use.

| know there was di scussion yesterday of the issue of just
whet her it should include the arrestee, suspects, the

W t nesses, and even victins in DNA databases. These

di al ogues are a clear exanple of the public's cost benefit
anal ysis of technol ogy and privacy and public safety.
Clearly, these databases have significant crine-solving
potential, however, public concern over the creation of
such dat abases nust be |listened to and genui nely consi dered
and discussed in a collegial, thoughtful way if |aw
enforcenent is going to successfully advocate for their
devel opnent. Failure to account for this concern risks a
reactionary response to the technol ogy's application, |ack
of support fromthe public and, ultimtely, |ack of support
fromthose responsible for the funding. It is too wonderf ul
a tool to ness up in this way. This is an exanple of where
we must cone together and talk.

W will face new chal |l enges. For exanple, what approach
shoul d be taken to research which purports to establish a
genetic base to certain behavioral characteristics such as
vi ol ence, addiction, pedophilia. These are issues we are
going to have to be prepared to grapple wth.

The di scussions you're having here, at the Kennedy School,
and the work of the conm ssion are so inportant. W' ve nade
a good start, but it's clearly just the beginning. Wth the
expl oration of the comm ssion, |, today, asked Chief Judge
Abr ahanmson what she thought of how we should carry on the
wor k of the conmm ssion. She indicated that all good things
conme to an end, but that we should continue. And | have
asked the National Institute of Justice to convene an
annual conference, pulling together experts to address
particular issues in a thoughtful way so that we make sure
our research, our discussions, our dialogue, our focus on
how we ensure accuracy, relevancy, privacy, and public
trust. Wth continued efforts such as this conference, |I'm
confident that our systemof justice will continue to
advance our search for the truth and keep our society free
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and safe.

These | ast weeks have rem nded us of how incredible an
institution denocracy is. During ny tinme as Attorney
CGeneral, | have also had the opportunity to wel cone

m ni sters of justice fromenergi ng denocracies in Eastern
Europe and around the world. They cone with stars in their
eyes. Sonetinmes they get frustrated. Sonetines they' re out
of office. Sonetines their denocracy fails. It is a very
fragile institution. W nust cherish it, and we nust never,
ever take it for granted. It requires that we work as hard
as we can at it in a collegial, thoughtful way. That
doesn't nean that we don't have to feel passion, that we
don't have to feel fierce about our beliefs, but we' ve got
tolisten with the listening ear and work together to make
sure that denocracy flouri shes.

There is a unique and noral |aw around here, a statenent on
the east side of the Justice Building on 9th Street that
says: "The common law is the will of mankind issuing from
the life of the people, franmed by nutual confidence, and
sanctioned by the light of reason. The common law i s not
technology. It is the people, all of the people.”

| see sonme who were here this afternoon. | sensed their
Idealism | urge you all don't lose it. There is too nuch
to do in this world and too many great causes to pursue,
and we need all of the strength of this great institution
I n that endeavor.

Thank you very nuch.
( St andi ng ovation.)

DEAN SHONER: Before we open the floor for questions, | want
to thank the Attorney General not only for the both

t houghtful and inspiring remarks, but, perhaps, even nore

I nportantly, for taking tine out earlier today to spend
time with the group of 30 students fromthe coll ege and
fromthe Kennedy School. Being wlling to take so nuch of
your day to neet with students and others in a nunber of
different settings is sonething we really appreciate.
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The rules for questions here are quite sinple. There are
four m crophones, two down here, and two upstairs. Please

I dentify yourself before asking a question. Please nake it
a question, and not a statenment. Please keep it short. And,
finally, please keep it to just one question. Your second
gquestion is not as inportant as soneone else's first. The
floor is open.

Q H . I"'mAmy Leon. I'ma Huntington student and a joint
degree | aw student at NYU. First, | want to thank you for
comng and for blazing all the trails you have for wonen.
And |I' mwondering, in your long tenure as Attorney Ceneral,
If you could talk just a little bit about what was the

hi ghest point for you and the | owest.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The | owest was, clearly, the Waco
case. And what you do with those situations is try to
prepare yourself as nmuch as possible, ask as nmany questions
as you can, try to nake sure that you thought of everything
you possi bly could, and then live with your deci sions,
because you know that you tried your best. | wll never
know what the right decision was because we coul d have done
the same thing three weeks after that with no provocati on,
and we woul d have been bl aned for that, too.

The high point is a mxture of things. It is the people of
the United States, the people of the Departnent of Justice,
the people in governnent, not of governnent, who are doi ng
so many incredible things, both in Washi ngton and around
the world, and in conmmunities across Anerica, to build a
sense of community, to build a denocracy, to nmake Anerica
safer, freer, healthier, and a nore positive place to live
in. The work that is going on is absolutely incredible, and
It gives you, after having the opportunity to neet so nany
wonder ful people, greater pride in Anerica than ever

bef ore.

Q Hello. My nane is Heat her Langdon and |I'm a sophonore at
the college. | was wondering if you could tell us what, in
your opinion, it was about the Elian Gonzal ez case that
attracted so nuch attention fromthe nedia and fromthe
nati on.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG First of all, I wll renmenber, as
vividly as if it were yesterday, even 20 years from now,

pi cking up the paper when | was down in Mam, |ooking at
It, his picture was on the front page, and | said, "Wat a
cute little boy, what a terrible ordeal he went through,"”
and | was just struck by it and | couldn't get it out of ny
mnd. Little did | know (Laughter.)

There were all the issues: There was freedom versus a
totalitarian governnent. There was a father's | ove versus
freedom There was the |aw. There was the passion of people.

| don't know. But it was very interesting, before he was
returned to Cuba, but while he was with his father, | went
to a state di nner honoring the President and Ms. Menbecki.
And | was com ng through the receiving line and Ms.
Menbecki says, "Ch, ny dear, please tell me howlittle
Elian is."

| think what got people was there are very few processes
where the court goes fromstate court, to federal district
court, to the federal court of appeals, to the suprene
court in less than six nonths, so that the people can see
the | egal systemat work and understand it, and | think

t hat gave them an opportunity to appreciate it.

Sonebody asked ne what was ny bottomline, and | said ny
bottomline was that little boy belongs with his daddy.

Q H. My nane is Megan Lovell, and |I'm a sophonore at the
college. And |I've been curious to know in conparison to

ot her countries around the world, how progressive has the
United States been on matters of devel opi ng DNA t echnol ogy
In public policy, and what effect has the international
community had on the Departnent of Justice's work on these
| ssues?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That's a very good question, and |
don't know the answer to it in detail because | came in on
the last of a very good presentation today. | would ask any
of the comm ssioners, Chief Justice Abrahanson, if you
wanted to address that. Chris, why don't you cone up.
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(Laughter.)
CHRI S: Thank you.

| woul d suggest to you that in terns of integrating the
technology into the crimnal justice system we are ahead
of nost, although, not all countries. The United Ki ngdom

for exanple, is much nore advanced or, | should say, have
gone further in terns of their database utilization.
However, | would say that in the past two or three years,

|argely as a result of the Attorney General's vision to
create this comm ssion, we have gone a | ong way, and |
woul d say nore than many countries, perhaps, nost
countries, in ternms of discussing these integration issues
because, ultimately, it extends far beyond the technol ogy,
itself. It's really all about integration. It's all about
how do you integrate the technology in a way that engenders
that public trust. Canada is also in a very thoughtfu
process right now of the devel opnent of their database.
And, as we stand right now, we're in a good position to
help the rest of the world establish their databases wth
t he sanme kind of thoughtful approach that we have.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would al so add, in a general
sense, whether it be cyber technol ogy, DNA dat abases, al
crime is going to becone international in its origin, and
consequences are a great part of it.

When a man can sit in a kitchen in St. Petersburg, Russian
and deal with a bank in New York, we have a whol e new day
in |aw enforcenent to deal with those issues. It's going to
require that we establish standards for cyber forensics
that are international in scope, just as we try to work
together with the European Union and others to establish a
common standard for DNA testing. It is exciting because |
have spent an awful lot of tinme trying to build
under st andi ng and a system of governnent that says the
crooks, the bad guys, are going to find that there is no
safe place to hide in this world.

Q H. My nane is Andy. I'ma freshman at the coll ege, and
|I'"'mfromMam, Florida. And I know you are, as well.
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My question is a followup to the Elian Gonzal ez one. |
woul d |i ke to know your personal feeling as to how you

t hought that the Mam community reacted to the situation
on both sides of the issue and what you think that the
Mam comunity can |earn from what happened a few nonths
ago.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | had hoped that the M am
community, on both sides, would address the issue

t houghtfully and carefully, know ng that there were strong
passi ons and strong feelings.

|, once, was involved wth that same comunity where | was
born, raised, and a community |I |ove very nuch. After the
Duffy prosecution that resulted in an acquital back in
1980, people blanmed nme for the verdict, and urged ne to
resign to avoid further bloodshed that night as part of

riots that occurred. | said | wouldn't do that because to
resign would be to give in to anarchy, and that wasn't the
way to do things. | said you' ve got a perfect opportunity

to get rid of ne because | have to run for office this
year, and you can qualify against me this com ng July.
Wl |, nobody qualified against nme, and ny nother said it
was because nobody wanted the job. (Laughter.)

But what | did was, thereafter, go to Liberty Gty to any
neeting of any group that wanted to talk to nme about it.
And, at first, they yelled and were very bitter in their
comrents. By the end of the first neeting at the community
center, people were coming up to ne and just patting nme on
t he shoul der as they left.

Wthin about six years, ny nother and | were wal ki ng the
| ength of the Martin Luther King parade, w th nother
sayi ng, "Why are we cheering you?" (Laughter.)

| said, "lIt's called child support collection,
not her." (Laughter.)

It is so inportant that you put aside bitterness towards
people and try to go out and reach out to them and work
t hrough the bitter comments, and in the end, | think we can
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find a comopn ground.

Q Hello. My nane is Jackie Newman. |I'ma freshman at the
coll ege. What do you think is the nost inportant thing
Anerica can do to continue to | ower our crine rate?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Anerica has got to do sone sensible
things. It has got to continue what | hope we have started,
which is a thoughtful, nonpartisan approach to crinme. Crine
IS very susceptible of good, compbn sense tactics, and it's
not susceptible to partisan political rhetoric.

| have stood wth Republican sheriffs and Republican nmayors
and Denocratic state's attorneys as we have dealt with the
I ssue of crine together without partisan friction, and |
think that's one way to do it.

Secondly, we should use the information that we now have so

readily available. To give you an exanple, | used to think,
oh, here's that battered Buick with the battered right
fender again, | wonder how many conveni ence store robberies

it's been involved in. If | had been able, as | could now,
to scan in all the arrest reports, all the incident
reports, and find every common denom nator of that Buick
wth the battered right fender, |1'd probably find clues
that could follow a bunch of conveni ence store robberi es.

The nore we can use information to identify the major
crinmes, problens, and approach themin a commpn sense way,
we can nmake a trenendous difference. W nust keep the
pressure up with respect to donestic violence. Unless we
end violence in the hone, we will never end it on streets
or in the comunities of Anmerica.

(Appl ause.)

This tinme, the |aw has been a little ahead of others. The
crimnal justice systemis not going to solve donestic

viol ence by itself. Pediatricians, OB/ GYN docs are going to
have to have materials in their waiting roons on donestic
vi ol ence and where to go, and the fact that you don't have
to put up with it, and don't blanme yourself. And this is
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what you do to help children get through the trauma of
havi ng wat ched vi ol ence, just as they have for other

di seases, and we're going to have to look at it froma
public health perspective.

| think the faith conmmunity is going to have to speak out
with a |l ouder, nore eloquent voice than it has on so nany
occasions on this issue.

We have got to |let people knowthat -- mllennium

probably, of actions to the contrary does not justify us in
any way finding such violence acceptable. W' ve got to give
our children a strong and positive future. W have nade
progress in that regard, but we should nake sure that we
have the buil ding blocks in chil dhood.

When | dealt with the crack epidemic in Mam, | had to
figure out what to do about crack-involved infants and
their nothers. The docs taught nme, and nobody has ever

di sagreed with me since on this subject, that 50 percent of
all | earned human response is learned in the first year of
life, that the child has devel oped a consci ence and the
concept of reward and puni shnent during the first three
years. And |, suddenly, said to nyself what good are al
the prisons going to be 18 years fromnow if this child
doesn't have a consci ence. Wat good are educati onal
opportunities going to be if this child doesn't have the
foundati on of | earning.

W' ve got to make sure that every child has proper
preventative nedical care, that they have educare in zero
to three that ties into headstart. And | didn't say "child
care," | said "educare." W're going to have to nmake sure
that there are good prograns with supervision after school
and in the evening. W' ve got to ensure truancy provisions
that get kids back in the nainstream W've got to make
sure that sonmething is corrected in the station that pays
for football players in the six-digit figures and pays the
t eachers what we pay them

(Appl ause.)
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We've got to listen to young people. | went to the
Community Justice Center in Brooklyn today, listening to
young people who were so bright and so wonderful and want ed
to be sonebody and could contribute. But |'ve got the best

I dea. We've got to return the children to their fathers and
not hers, and the fathers and nothers to their children.

|f you had told ne, in 1963, that | would have to, if |
decided to raise a famly, nmake a choice between the | aw
and raising a famly, | would have told you to get | ost,
and I'Il still tell you that. But for a nation that can
send nen to the noon, we ought to be able to organize a
wor kpl ace and a work day that gives both parents quality
time with their children and gets them unobsessed with
their lives. (Applause.)

Now, | want you all to prove ne right on that. You're

cl apping, but it sounds good. | was told not to do this
anynore because it marginalizes it, but I think it's such a
great idea. I want two shifts, the parent shift that gives
parents the opportunity to take all the children to school
at eight o' clock in the norning, pick themup at two or
2:30 in the afternoon, both parents take them hone, read to
them play with them Learn howto participate. If you're
musi cal, teach themnusic, tell themfunny stories, help
them build things, appreciate their pony, make sure the
pony doesn't scrape themoff as they go under a tree. And,
then, there would be a golfership, and they would go to
work at 11 o'clock and stay until seven or eight, and it
has an added benefit: You won't have to have noney for rush
hour traffic and you can spend hi ghway dollars on children
and their future,.

( Appl ause.)

Q Hello. My nane is Josh Laxena, and |I'm a sophonore at
t he coll ege.

After the forum yesterday about the crimnal behavior and
genetics, | wanted to know what your views were about

I ncorporating genetic disposition towards crim nal behavi or
as evidence in trials.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think we're going to have to go a
| ong way and do nuch nore study and have further

di scussion, and | anticipate that the groups that we pull
together will deal with that. |I'm not prepared to pass

j udgnment on that, yet.

Q Thank you.
Q M nane is Penel ope Spectrode. I'mat the Center for
Publ i c Leadership at the Kennedy School. 1'd like to ask

your views on the current election crisis. Do you think --
everyone's now waiting for the Florida Suprenme Court to
make a decision. Do you think that's the way to determ ne
the will of the people? And what, if any, recommendations
woul d you rmake for reformof the systemso they can know
that nothing like this can happen agai n?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, first of all, | have said at
the outset, as this began, that the conduct of elections is
very clearly, under our law today, a matter of state | aw,
but that we have reviewed everything to nake sure that
there is no federal jurisdiction that would appropriately
trunp state | aw.

| would prefer to see the whole story unfold before |
comrent ed on what was necessary, if anything. But | think
it isatine for us to learn to take stock of just what
happened and, nost of all, to never, ever take denocracy
for granted. And al ways, always go vote. (Applause.)

Q (Unable to hear question.) He would make it a top
priority to capture Mohamred Joui b (phonetic) who

mast erm nded that attack. Since that attack, he has
mast er m nded shooti ngs and bus bonbings that killed ot her
Americans. | was wondering what the Justice Departnent is
doing to capture himand whet her the Justice Departnent has
I ssued a reward that can provide information leading to his
capture, just as it has in other cases where Anericans have
been killed by terrorists abroad.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. What | can't do is comment on
pendi ng i nvestigations and what steps we are taking because
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that's, obviously, not sonething that we want to let the
ot her side know. But | have said, all along, and | know
Director Freeh shares ny feelings, that terrorismis
ultimately the nost inportant of all the federal
responsibilities in terns of the crimnal justice system
and |'ve treated it accordingly.

Q M nane is Nick Ashara. |I'ma sophonore at the coll ege.

You' ve faced, probably, nore public scrutiny than nost
officials have during their tenure as attorney general. |
was just wondering if you could comment on how the court of
public opinion influences and, perhaps, underm nes the
progress of the crimnal justice systemand your role as
attorney general.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You, inevitably, run into a
situation where, if you have taken a chance on a person
because all the factors dictated that if you did this, he
woul d never commt a further crinme, and he goes out and
commts a further crime, including a terribly tragic crine.
The public, rightfully sonetines, and sonetinmes wth a
little -- I"mnot quite sure how to describe it, but
sonetinmes they becone very antagonistic, and you have to
explain to themwhy you did it.

What | have discovered is if you have tried to pull punches
and not explain -- the reason -- I'msorry | can't -- it's
kind of a frustration. | can't tal k about pendi ng cases
because that woul d be unconducive to a good investigation
and to appropriate prosecution. But on ny Thursday norning
press availability, | try to |l et people know why |'ve done
things to the extent that | possibly can, and | try to
share with themwhat | can conment on, why or why | can't
comrent, why | did sonething.

| have great faith in the Anerican people. One of ny pieces
of advice is, if you get into public service, trust the
people. They may be wong sone of the tine, but they're
right a lot nore than | think sonme people give themcredit
for, and they are particularly righter when they're fully

I nf or med.
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One of the concerns that | have, under Florida | aw, we have
a Sunshine Law that requires the neetings of governnental
bodi es be under sunshine, and a public records |aw that
provides for public records of all state records except
those that relate to pending prosecution or sonething such
as that. | would like to see our federal governnent be a
little bit nore open in its processes in explaining to
peopl e why we do things and why we don't.

Q I'mTodd Konment. I'"ma joint degree student with the
Kennedy School and ELO School. Last year, at the ELO
School, Peter Newfel dt spoke about the inplications of his
wor k on DNA and innocence, and one of his conclusions was
that as nuch as DNA is helpful, it highlights really that
the overall systemis fundanentally flawed, and that if

I ndi vi dual s have access to expensive attorneys or just nore
weal th, they're nuch less likely to get the death penalty.

And |I' m wondering, do you believe that, given prejudice and
the nature of our capitalist society, you could ever have a
fundanentally fair application of the death penalty in the
United States, and woul d your opinion, perhaps, change once
you' re no |l onger a spokesperson for the adm nistration?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Unl ess we properly fund indi gent
defense, it will not be fair. And one of the things that is
I nportant for nme is to make sure that we have conpetent
counsel for all those charged with a capital crine.

|'"'m personally, opposed to the death penalty, and if |
were in the legislature, I would vote against it, but I
think one of the clearest things we have got to focus on is
maki ng sure that people charged with crines have access to
the law, and real access to the law, not just in nanme only,
that they have conpetent counsel who are vigorous in their
def ense, and that they have access to DNA expertise, to

ot her forensic expertise that they need in properly
preparing their defense.

Q M nane is Matt Swanson. |'man MPP student at the

Kennedy School specializing in international security.
(I naudi bl e.)
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My question focuses nore on the international real mand the
I nvol venent of the Justice Departnent. Recently, we have
seen the Justice Departnent, and particularly, by
extension, the FBlI, take a greater role investigating
clains of terrorismoutside the borders of the United
States and in areas related to cyber terrorism | wonder if
you coul d explain sonme of the processes for your self-

I nvol venent in national security decisions as it relates to
that at the presidential level, as well as the invol venent
of the Justice Departnent and the FBI now, and in the
future, for that kind of problem

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, we are always -- when you have
a tragedy |i ke East African and ot her bonbings, we are
going to reach out and do everything we can consistent with
the interest or the will of the host nation to address the
I ssue where it involved an Aneri can.

| think Director Freeh has done a great deal by
establishing Legat (phonetic) positions around the world,
and maki ng clear to everyone concerned thta crine is
becom ng nore international in its consequences and its
origins, and | think this is a very inportant step. He and
| consult regularly when there is an incident or a case
such as the Yenen bonbing, and we usually neet regularly in
the first days of the investigation to make sure that
everything is on track and that the investigation is
ongoi ng and that there are sufficient recourses, and then
we wor k together through the National Security apparatus.

Q I'mnot clear how that working through the Nati onal
Security apparatus part was.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The National Security adviser of the
president, or his deputy, wll oftentines call a
principal's neeting or deputy neeting to address the
particular issue or to be updated or advised as to what the
status of the investigation is. There are working groups
that work out the issues on a continuing basis, and we use
the forumof the National Security Council as the neans of
ensuring that governnent is together on it.
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Q I am Mm (phonetic) Kim |'ma grad student.
(Inaudible.) My question is what is your personal opinion
on filing charges, crimnal charges, against DNA sequences
or DNA sanples w thout know ng the person's identity?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | think it will depend on the
circunstances in terns of are you referring to John Doe
warrants or sonething such as that?

Q Yeah.
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | always ama little cautious about

John Doe warrants, that's a personal opinion, and woul d
want to nmake sure that they were fully investigated and

that we had done everything we could. | would not foreclose
It because there m ght be situations where there's other

evi dence -- we had sufficient evidence to do it, but,

again, | would take it on a case-by-case basis.

Q My nane is Joe. I'ma freshman in the coll ege

And |I'mcurious, now that all is said and done, what is

your opi nion on how well or how poorly did Kenneth Star
execute his duties as independent counsel, not to beat what
may be a dead horse.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | felt that | had to ask for
I ndependent counsels in certain situations or expand their

jurisdiction in other circunstances, and | |'ve nade it a
policy not to cooment on M. Star to ensure his continued
I ndependence.

Q I'"ma public defender from Connecticut and | represent

peopl e in post conviction chall enges, including actual

I nnocence cases. You nentioned Florida's open records | aw.
Whul d you support full access to records of investigations
after conviction when there's no | onger an ongoi ng

I nvesti gation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'d have to | ook at what you were
doi ng. Bennett Runer would ask ne a question |ike that, and
| would -- used to say yes. Then, there would be sone
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little bleep he would put into it. So, when you've got the
case and it's a federal case, before | |leave for Mam at
the end of January, |let ne know

Q (I'naudible.) I'"'ma sophonore at the coll ege.

Attorney Ceneral Reno, you've placed great enphasis on

bringing the guilty to justice. |I'mwondering what your
t houghts are on the conditions of the prisons in this
country.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have a jail or a detention center
under ny jurisdiction that |I'm not happy wth, who woul d
let me first tal k about ny own house and what |"'mtrying to
do to make sure we have appropriate prison and detention
standards. W've worked with the ABAto try to devel op sone
effective standards. We've tried to institute procedures
that | think will correct it because | can't abide the

t hought of being responsible for a jail that is, in any
way, debasing or degrading, other than the fact that
detention, by itself, is degrading. And there are sone
prisons that are superb.

|'"'m generally, very inpressed with the Federal Bureau of
Prisons and its operations under very difficult

ci rcunmstances. It's an excellent agency with a trenmendous
chal | enge.

Yesterday, | visited a correction officer who was stabbed
by one of the (inaudible) terrorists, who shortly faced
trial, and you just realize that it is so difficult to -- |
guess Wnston Churchill put it best: The mark of a great
civilized nation is howit treats those it charges with
crimes and those whose liberties are |imted because of
sanctions or punishnent.

| have talked to many peopl e who have found prison just so
degradi ng and debasi ng because of the conditions that they
don't get off to the right foot after they get out. And
what |'d like to see in terns of prisons in this country
are those that are secure, safe, for officers, for other

I nmat es, that provide for those who are returning to the
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community real chances of work opportunities, job training
and pl acenment, preparation of life skills, howto get to
work on tinme, responsibility for children, accountability,
know ng how to cope with the world. I'd like to see us
devel op reentry prograns that enable a church or private
not-for-profit group or other persons to sponsor sonebody
while they're in prison and start building contacts for
them for when they cone out, naking sure, for exanple, that
they wite to their children, that they send noney if
they're working in a prison industry, to start show ng that
they can pay child support, for exanple, that they prepare
t hensel ves for housing. And the sponsor hel ps themfind
housi ng ot her than the departnent in the open air drug

mar ket where they got into trouble in the first place.
Prepare them for having their civil rights restored so they
can take their place in instructing people in society. W
sonetinmes put so nuch of a burden on those people com ng
out of prison, that it sonetines seens to ne a failure. W
have got to give them support and hold them account abl e.

Q (lnaudible.) Recently, | just watched a novie which is
call ed "Anmerican Tragedy," which was about the O J. Sinpson
case. This novie remind nme that the jury and the DNA

evi dence could be m sused. And |'m wonderi ng how we can
reduce risk of msuse by the jury of DNA evi dence based on
the nessage in the Sinpson case. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | didn't follow the Sinpson case,
so, |'mprobably one of the few that didn't, but one of the
things that you learn is that while we try to be perfect,
we make m stakes. And | think the work of the conmm ssion,
interns of its training, its educational materials, are
what we need to ensure appropriate standards. | think we
need to hold our labs to high standards. | think we've got
to encourage people to get into forensic work. Lawers
don't necessarily do that because they nmake sone of the
experts feel |ike they have been through a ringer after

t hey' ve been subject to cross-examnation, but | think it
requi res constant vigilance, as does any work on forensic
| ssues, whatever it is.

DEAN SHOWNER: Earlier, this evening, the Attorney Ceneral
was given the opportunity to nmake cl osing remarks, and she
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said she woul d rather devote the tine to questions. G ven
the opportunity to have had the | ast word and to have
declined is an inspiration to us all. Thank you very nuch.

(St andi ng ovation.)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Just being with you tonight, there's
an ent husi asm and excitenent, you nake it easy for ne to

remenber why this institution is enthusiastic and ideal.
Don't ever | ose your idealism Thank you.
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