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WEEKLY MEDI A AVAI LABI LI TY WTH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO

9:30 AM EST
THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2001

ATTY GEN. RENO First of all, I would Iike to begin by
paying tribute to a very dedicated public servant and a
great man. W/l liam Rogers was a man who served this nation
with honor and with dignity. He was deputy attorney general
in the first Ei senhower adm nistration. Second term he was
attorney general. And he subsequently served as secretary
of State.

In this building I think he will be long renenbered for
creating the Gvil R ghts Division and for helping to draft
the CGvil R ghts Act of 1957. He understood the inportance
of civil rights at a tine when the entire nation was not
quite ready to enbrace it. He was very proud of the fact
that during his tinme as deputy attorney general and as
attorney general, that sone very distinguished judges were
appointed to the bench. John M ner Wsdom (sp), one of the
great judges of the South, one of the people who really
defined civil rights for this nation, was appoi nted during
his time here in the Justice Building. Also Henry Friendly,
Edward Janou (sp), Potter Stewart, Harry Bl acknun were
appointed to their first judicial posts.

He was inportant too for nme for another reason. At Cornell,
hi s daughter was a year ahead of ne. He was appointed while
| was at Cornell, and it was at that tine that people were
telling me | shouldn't or couldn't becone a | awer because
| was a woman. The attorney general's wfe was a | awer,
and | always thought that if the attorney general thought
that well of wonen | awers, that yes, indeed, | could be a
| awyer. When | cane to Washi ngton, he was extrenely

graci ous and very thoughtful and very encouragi ng.
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Wl liam Rogers represented to nme what governnent shoul d be
about: respectful partisanship when it was appropriate,
good efforts at bipartisan and nonpartisan initiatives that
made a difference for this country, and the civility,
courtesy and gallantry that should be an exanple for us
all.

(Pause.) That's the -- (laughter) -- | think M. Rogers
woul d be surprised and pl eased that he nade you nore silent
t han you' ve been. (Laughs.)

Q Ms. Reno, is the shooting up in Massachusetts |ast week,
I n which seven people were killed -- are any | essons to be
| earned fromthat case? Have you paid nuch attention to it?

ATTY GEN. RENO |'ve asked for a review of it, and | don't
know where that stands at this point. What | try to do in
tragedies like this is ook to make sure that we don't junp
to conclusions, that we analyze it thoughtfully. And | w |
try to ask Myron to get back to you. | wll ask Myron to
get back to you with whatever we can say.

Q Ms. Reno, it's been alnobst two nonths since the el ection.
The Justice Departnent has reviewed a nunber of allegations
arising out of Florida. Is that review still continuing,
and has any issue risen to the level of a federal

I nvesti gation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant that | not coment
on how matters are proceeding, other than to say that we're
pursui ng everything that we can, doing it the right way.

QIn the past, you have let us know that up to certain
poi nts nothing had yet risen to the | evel of an actual
federal investigation. Is that still the case?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think sone people characterize it as an
I nvestigation and sone people don't yet. All I'msaying is
that we're review ng everything that we can.

Q Ms. Reno, let ne go just a little further with this train
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of questioning and ask you if you personally think or if
you professionally, as AG believe that the popul ar

el ection issue has been legally settled and that M. Bush
should in fact indeed be president of the United States. Do
you have anything you can say on that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the matter has been settled, and |
thi nk President-elect Bush is the president-elect.

Q You have accepted, then, the Suprenme Court ruling on the
matter?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have.
Q Oh.

Q Ms. Reno, just to clarify, when you said sone people
characterize it as an investigation, are you tal king about
sone peopl e in-house characterize it that way?

ATTY GEN. RENO Sone people in-house characterize it as an

I nvestigation. G hers don't. I"mnot getting into the nane
gane; |'mjust pursuing it as vigorously as | can.
Q But those who do characterize the investigation -- what

-- can you tell us the basis for that characterization?
ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Do you have any opinions you'd like to share with us
about the nom nation of John Ashcroft to be the next
attorney general ? And do you have any concerns about
specific prograns that you have chanpi oned which m ght end
wWith the com ng adm nistration?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that any tine you spend the tine
and care as deeply as | have about our initiatives, | hope
they will continue. | realize that everyone has to make
their own decisions with respect to the Departnent of
Justice and their responsibility towards it. And what |

want to try to do is nake sure that in whatever transition
takes place, we are as supportive of a proper transition, a
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prof essional transition, one done to encourage
prof essionalismat every step of the way. And |'m dedi cat ed
to trying to do that.

Q Have you yet spoken to M. Ashcroft?
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, | have.

Q And can you characterize the discussion, what he asked,
what you told hinf

ATTY GEN. RENG | called him and | told himthat -- |
congratulated himon his nomnation. | told himthat I
wanted to nmake sure that the transition, whenever was
appropriate, was done as snmoothly as possible; if there
were any problens fromhis perspective, to let ne know. And
he was very gracious.

Q And has there been any deci sion made yet on who would
serve as acting AG after the 20th?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't believe so.

Q Ckay.

Q Ms. Reno, given the fact that Senator Ashcroft is going
to be the target of considerable opposition in his Senate

confirmati on process, aren't you junping the gun a little
bit with the --

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | explained to himthat he -- |
under st ood confirmation had to cone first. But | wanted to
make sure that he knew that | was dedicated to a snooth,
prof essional transition when the tine was appropri ate.

Q Ms. Reno, when did you call hin
ATTY GEN. RENO Saturday after his -- the announcenent.

Q There's obviously been a | ot of tal k about areas that the
Bush Justice Departnment m ght de-enphasi ze, such as civil
rights, areas that have been priorities under your
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adm ni stration. Do you share any of those concerns? And did
you express any of those to M. Ashcroft?

ATTY GEN. RENO | didn't express any matters of -- opinions
on any matter of substance. | think it's obvious that we

di sagree on a nunber of issues. | just want to, in ternms of
process, nake sure that we do everything we can to ensure a
proper, snooth, professional process.

Q Did you discuss any of the matters that would carry over
fromyour admnistration into his, such as the M crosoft

| awsui t, tobacco |lawsuit, the future of any of those

t hi ngs?

ATTY GEN. RENG No, | did not.

Q Do you have any -- do you plan to talk with hi mabout
t hese things, whether or not -- ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't have any plans with respect to the
matter until it is appropriate to do so.

Q Ms. Reno, is there any piece of unfinished business that
you are nost concerned about with the changeover of power?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't like to think of it as changeover

in power. | don't like to think of a job as a job relating
to power; | like to think of it in terns of how do we do it
to achieve the goals that are best for the Anerican people.

Al'l of government is unfinished business. One of the points
that | wll always renmenber shortly after | becane state
attorney in Mam, a judge who had been on the bench for
sone tinme sent another judge, who then sent it to ne,
clippings of newspaper stories that nmy nother had witten
about 25 years before concerning the operation of the
juvenile courts in Dade County. Some of those issues were
on the burner right then and there. And | think that
remnds nme, and | see so nuch evidence of it here, that
busi ness i s never conpleted. You can never rest on the fact
that you' ve acconplished a certain thing. You ve got to
constantly | ook at the operation of government and be
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vigil ant and never becone conpl acent.

Q Ms. Reno, separate and apart fromcrimnal nmatters, any
policy issues, though, that you really are concerned about
as you | eave office?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think you're trying to set nme up against

Q(Of mke.)

ATTY GEN. RENG Yes. And | would not like to talk in terns
of conparisons. | would like to talk in terns of where |
hope this nation will go as a unified, thoughtful nation.
Yesterday | was in Boston because the police conm ssioner,
as you know, | think, and the mayor and others have done a

wonderful job of working with acadenmics to identify

I nformation, intelligence, data that indicates what can be
done in a common-sense, nonpartisan way to affect crinme in
Bost on.

And it's interesting to see the pattern. In the early '90s,
there was a trenendous increase in youth violence.

They worked with all concerned, focused on it, and
dimnished it, so that there were no youth hom ci des for
sone period of tine. But now they have seen the begi nni ngs
of an increase in crinme. They have gone back to their usual
efforts of let's see what causing it. And as | cautioned
everybody over a year ago, sone of it appears to be crine
commtted by recidivists who are returning from prison.

We had a conference yesterday norning with representatives
of business fromdifferent parts of Boston. And what we
were trying to focus on is what can we do about the 600, 000
of fenders who are com ng back from prison this year al
across the country, and the 500(, 000) to 600,000 people
that will cone back fromprison in the next three or four
years. There is bipartisan support at the local |evel for
the fact that we need to devel op reentry prograns that can
truly make a difference. And jobs are key to that effort.
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It goes without saying that if you conme back from prison,
can't get a job, don't have any way of feeding yourself and
taki ng care of yourself, you're going to be nore likely to
commt another crinme than if you can get a job and have a
productive, positive life.

It was interesting to hear representatives of various

enpl oyers tal k about how hel pful prograns had been that
provide training, that help people identify their problens
and solve themso that these enpl oyees, many of whom have
mentors, are oftentines as effective as others who cone off
the streets in regular enploynent opportunities.

It was so encouraging to hear everyone tal king together --
the sheriff, the mayor, the head of the probation service,
busi nesspeopl e from t hroughout Boston. The district
attorney, who's a Republican, sent soneone fromhis office.
It was bipartisan. And ny hope is that what we've started,
which is a careful analysis of the crine problen carefu
strategi es designed to solve the crine problem including
enforcenent, stiff punishnent for those who conmt serious
crimes, prevention prograns, aftercare, drug testing and
treatnent -- all of these prograns can be specifically
designed to get at the problem causing the increase in
crime, and that we can, together, continue to see a
reduction in crinme across this country. That wll be one
goal .

| want to make sure that we do everything we can to see
that the civil rights laws are enforced in the tradition of
Wl liam Rogers and the tradition of so many Republicans and
Denocrats; in the tradition of those federal judges in the
South in the 50s and 60s.

Last Saturday, | went to the Hol ocaust Museum It wasn't
too crowded and | had a chance for nore reflection than
usual .

| saw the film which begins the program it's about --

only 13 mnutes, but it's how Htler canme to power, and it
makes you realize all over again that every Anerican nust
be invol ved; that we've seen how one vote can count; that
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we nust realize that everyone nust participate and speak up
and not stand on the sidelines.

This governnent is a remarkable institution. To see the
transition to the president-elect is to again inspire us
with how remarkable it is, but we cannot take it for
granted; we cannot take processes for granted, and it
requires a respectful courtesy anongst us all.

Q Ms. Reno, back to the review of voting in Florida; are
you anong the people who characterizes this as an
I nvesti gation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | just heard about the -- sone people think
It's an investigation, sone people think it's not an

I nvestigation, so | haven't had a chance to deci de what

| abel | would put on it because I'monly interested in one
thing; not the |label, but that we pursue everything as

vi gorously as we possibly can.

Q Ms. Reno, aside fromlabels, is this changing the way the
departnent is approaching the case? Are you devoting nore
resources and nore personnel to it?

ATTY GEN. RENO No; | have said all along that | w |
devot e whatever resources are necessary.

Q(Of mke) -- give us a sense of the paraneters of the
| ssues?

ATTY GEN. RENG No.

Q Ms. Reno, also under "old business", if | may; there was
a -- the FBI |ooking into how a tape of the preparation of
the debate got into the hands of sonebody who wasn't
supposed to have it. Is it fair to conclude now -- |
realize hypothetically all investigations are open unless
you take definitive action -- prosecution or sonething
else. But is it fair to conclude that there's going to be
no prosecution out of that case? Is that pretty well

wr apped up?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comrent.

Q Ms. Reno, when did you talk to Senator Ashcroft? Wen did
you give hima call?

ATTY GEN. RENO The Saturday after he was nom nat ed.

Q What was your relationship with the senator in his role
as a nmenber of the Oversight Commttee for the Justice
Depart nent ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | recall himasking sone questions. | don't
recall what the subject nmatter was. But as | have told
Senator Hatch on a nunber of occasions, his general

oversi ght hearings, | always thought, were wonderf ul
exanpl es of what governnment by check and bal ance shoul d be
about. They were sonetinmes fiercely partisan, but done in a
courteous way. And | enjoyed them and thought they were
usef ul .

Q So you don't renenber anything that he asked about ?
ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Ms. Reno, do you have any concern that if there's a
protracted battle over the nomnation, that it could inpair
t he everyday operation of the departnment if it takes a | ong
time and there's no confirned attorney general ?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the things that | can tell you is,
having cone in on the heels of no confirned attorney
general for a nonth and a half, this departnent is a great
I nstitution. The people who work here do one heck of a job
for the Anmerican peopl e.

And think about it for a nonent, if you have to have an
attorney general on -- new attorney general on the average
of every three or four years, and parties change, what it
must be like to be a career person in the Departnent of
Justice, not quite know ng what the new attorney general's
going to be Iike, what changes are going to have to be
made. And | devel oped such a respect for the way they
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handl ed that transition, true to the prior adm nistration,
absol utely excellent with respect to ne.

One of the people | give credit for -- | did so, | think,
before Christmas -- was Stuart Gerson, who was the acting
attorney general after the new adm nistration canme into
office. And he served from January 20th till March the
11th. He was just superb in ternms of making sure that | was
appropriately briefed, that I was cautioned about problem
areas. And | woul d hope that we could we do the sane.

Q Ms. Reno, what are the powers of the attorney general

that require that there be sonebody who's been confirned to
be acting at all tinmes? Wiat is it -- | know FISA is one of
the things that you have to have sonebody who's been
confirmed in charge of. What else is there that requires a
Stuart Gerson or sonebody like him in case there's any

gap?

ATTY GEN. RENG | haven't done an assessnent of that, but |
think -- have to sign civil subpoenas in certain
situations. 1'lIl ask Myron to see if he can give you an

accurate description of it.
Q Ckay.

Q Ms. Reno, can you tell us whether you advised President
Adinton on the subject of the International Crinme Court and
what your position is on that, where there's been sone back-
and-forth on that the |ast few days?

ATTY GEN. RENO W' ve advi sed generally, over tine, but |
did not advise himspecifically with respect to the | atest
st ep.

Qls that an idea that you think is supportable inits
current form or do you think it is flawed as the Bush
adm ni stration seens to be suggesting?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | think these are all issues that are
I nportant to address, but | think that in a world that is
becom ng international in terns of crinme, and crine
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becom ng international in its origins and its consequences,
It is very inportant that we are a player in designing the
structures of the world and the processes of the world that
will deal with this.

Q Have you firnmed up any of your personal plans since we
saw you last -- it's been a few weeks --

ATTY GEN. RENO | bought my truck. (Laughter.)
Q Yeah, | heard that you bought a truck.

Q Tell us about the truck.

Q Tell us about the truck.

ATTY GEN. RENG | haven't seen it yet.

Q What kind of truck -- what did you get?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't tell you that. That woul d be
adverti si ng sonet hi ng.

Q well, what are you going to do with it?
Q Ckay, what color is it?

Q Cenerically --

ATTY GEN. RENO It's a dark red.

Qls it a pick-up?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.

Q Dark red Ford.

Qls it red?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.
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Q Automatic or a stick? (Laughter.)
ATTY GEN. RENG Don't know.
Q No Firestone tires, right? (Scattered | aughter.)

Q Ms. Reno, going back to the civil rights for a second,
can you tal k about, to the degree there is discretion in
ternms of enforcing laws |ike the Freedomto Access to
Cinics and, you know, when to launch a civil rights

I nvestigation -- investigations of racial bias and those
ki nds of things, how nuch discretion does the attorney
general have, or is the law pretty clear and you have to
foll ow the | aw?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, one of the things that you learn if
you watch the Suprenme Court in action, and one of the
things that | |learn when | watch Justice Departnent |awers
in action around this table, is that the law certainly

gi ves everyone a w de range of space to determn ne issues
in.

What is at issue here is, what is the threshold for
comrenci ng an investigation?

There are guidelines established by the attorney general
over tine to nmake sure that people didn't engage in fishing
expeditions. There are guidelines with respect to
protections to make sure that, just because sonebody says
sonet hi ng and exercises their right to free speech, that
they are not imredi ately investigated because of sonething
t hey say.

So there are limtations, but each person has to ook at it
and nmake their judgnent based on the facts and the | aw as
to what they think the conclusion should be.

Q Ms. Reno, one of the specul ati ons about whoever succeeds
you is that that person will not be as accessible to the
press as you have been. Did you give any advice to Senator
Ashcroft, or wll you give himany advice about being open
Wth the press or accessible to the press?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | don't want to give peopl e advice unless
they ask for it. And they should be the ones that ask for
it. | do want to nmake sure that |'ve done everything | can
to ensure a snooth transition as appropri ate.

Q Ms. Reno --

ATTY GEN. RENO And with respect to the press, since you'l
only have ne one nore tinme -- (laughter).

Q One nore tine?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think Eric may do it the next tine. And
then I get the final opportunity.

Since -- you all really are sonething, because you don't
snar|l at ne; you keep asking ne the hard questions; you do
it in an objective, thoughtful way. You make ne prepare, so
that every Thursday norning fromnow on, I'mgoing to
think, "Ch, isn't it wonderful, | don't have to prepare for
a press availability." (Laughter.)

But | have seen the nedia in action for all of nmy life.
|"ve seen reporters in the old Gty Desk area of the Mam
Herald when | was a kid. |'ve seen reporters in

court houses. |'ve then been the subject of their reports as
state attorney in Mam . |'ve had themyell at ne, cuss at
me, slam down the phone. | think I've only slamred down the
phone once. |'ve seen so many different forns of reporting.
And you-all set an exanple for doing it with grace, and you
don't pull any punches. And when peopl e thi nk about the
First Amendnent and freedom of speech and of the press, |

t hi nk they're thinking about a responsible press, such as

you.
Now, | don't want to pick up the paper tonorrow norning and
find "Reno Says" -- da-da-da-da-da-da.

(Laughter.)

Q Wo did you slamthe phone down on?
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ATTY GEN. RENG It should remain nanel ess. He's a good
friend. (Laughter.)

Q Ms. Reno, I'massumng that there's not going to be any
rel ease of the death penalty data, final data on that
before the end of this admnistration. Is there any sense
of frustration that the departnent wasn't able to get a
firmer hand on sone of the questions surrounding the death
penal ty prosecutions?

ATTY GEN. RENO W are continuing that effort. I'mgoing to
be having a neeting on it shortly.

One of the points | think we have got to renenber is that
all of punishnent -- when you punish, when you don't, how
you puni sh, how you don't -- is one of the great issues

t hat human bei ngs have dealt with over all of tinme. The
debat es between parents as to how you puni sh. The debate
bet ween governnents as to how you puni sh makes you realize
that the answers we seek are difficult to find. What effect
does puni shnment have? How do you exclude other variables to
ensure that it's punishnent that you're neasuring, or a
particul ar type of punishnent?

| think what we now have the capacity to do in this
country, with technology and automation as it is, is to
devel op data and to organize it in such fashion that it can
be nore useful to us in determ ning what works and what
doesn't work.

| hope that the material that has been collected, and that
wi Il be analyzed, |I'msure, in various fashions, will be
useful in the debate over the death penalty. | think that
the debate that is now ongoing is probably at the
heal t hi est stage of debate that | have seen in ny lifetine,
and | think it's inportant, because for too |ong there was
a knee-jerk reaction that supported the death penalty. And
if we are going to have it in this country, it should be

I nposed, both by statute and by court order, in a

t hought ful way, based on sound study and thorough anal ysis.

Q Ms. Reno, before you | eave office, to continue the
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debate, would you consider releasing a list of all the
death penalty cases to the public so it can be discussed
and debat ed?

ATTY GEN. RENO Wat do you nean?

Q Wen | requested a list of all the cases in which there
was a death penalty charge, | was told that it was not
avail able. And I would like to get a list --

ATTY GEN. RENO Let ne have Myron check and see just what
It was that you wanted and what the situation is.

QI just want a list of the cases; that's all.
ATTY GEN. RENO Let ne see what woul d be appropriate and --
Q Ckay.

Q Ms. Reno, to clarify the Florida situation, do you hope
to be able to make a report or sone recomendati ons before
you | eave office, or is tine pressure just going to push
this over to your successor? And are you concerned about
continuity there; that the resources you devoted w ||
continue to be devoted to look into the situation in the
Fl ori da voting?

ATTY GEN. RENO Leave aside a transition fromone to
another; | just hope that we will always have and w ||
commt the resources necessary to enforce the | aw.

Q Are you pleased that Louis Freeh is going to continue on
wor king as director of FBI for the Bush adm nistration?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not heard any formal announcenent to
that effect.

| know that they've asked himto stay.

| think the world of Louis Freeh. As you know, he and |
have di scussi ons and di sagreenents and argunents.
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But Louis Freeh did sonething that was very special. He has
Six boys -- he had four at the tine -- and he is a man who
has his priorities right: his loyalty to his governnent and
to the rule of law, and his loyalty to his famly.

He wanted to nmake sure that he could honor his commt nent
to his famly, and | told himthat that was a priority for

me. | think he has done both.
And what ever he does in the future, | wll always be
grateful to himfor his willingness to serve. | wll be

grateful to himfor his candor.

There are people that sonetinmes sugarcoat di sagreenents.
Louis Freeh is a person | could count on to tell ne what he
t hought and that | could count on to try to do everything
he could to enforce the [aw the right way.

Anerica's fortunate when they have people |like that.

Q Wen we get together with you again -- to change the
subj ect ever so slightly -- wll there be any opportunity
for us to question you on this -- on the 18th, the |ast

meeting of this forunf

ATTY GEN. RENO I'm |l ooking forward to it. (Laughter.) |
figure you're going to have the hardest questions of all.

Q The hardest questions?
ATTY GEN. RENG Yes.

QOnh, but in other words, there will be tinme for us to do
the routine thing?

ATTY GEN. RENO | never think your questions are routine.
(Laughter.) My answers nmay be routine, in terns of "no
comrent . " (Laughter.)

Thank you.
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Q Take care.

Q Thank you.

Q And where are you goi ng?

ATTY GEN. RENO Hone!

Q Are you going back to Florida?
ATTY GEN. RENO Hone!

Q Honme in your red truck?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes. (Laughter.)

END.
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