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The Department of Justice flled a c1v11 antltrust su1t today
charging Evans Products Company, of Portland Oregon w1th B
making reciprocal purchasing and selllng_arrangements w1th rail-
roads. 7 | | I

Attorney General John N Mitchell said the complaint, Which
was filed in the United States Dlstrlct Court at Chlcago, 1111n01s,
charged that Evans Products has, 51nce 1958, entered into combina-
tions with various railroads to restrain trade iﬁvolving reciprocal
purchase and sales arrangements, in ﬁiolation of Section 1 of the
Sherman Act. 7 |

The complaint also charged that Evans Prdducts, siﬁce 1958,

‘has used its purchasing poﬁer in an attempf to monopolize the
requirements of actual and potential supplier=-customers fbf
railroad transportation equlpment which is sold by Evans Products
in v1olat10n of Section 2 of the Act

The violations, the suit alleged, have had'the effect of
foreclosing competitors of Evans Products from selling substantial
quantities of railway equipment to railroads that are supplier-
customers of Evans Products, and of preventing actual and potential
railroad suppliers of shipping space usable by Evans Products
from selling substantial quantitieé of such shipping space to

Evans Products.
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Assistant Attorney General Richard W. McLaren, head of the
Antitrust Division, said Evans Products is a major broducer of
railroad transportation équipment, and is a 1eadingifirm in
the rail-car damage prevention equipment field. In 1968,
approximately $49 million of Evans' total sales of $341,664,000
were accounted for by the sale or leasing of railroad transportation
equipment. Evans Products also is a major producer and distri-
butor of plywood and other building méterials, a substantial
portion of which moves by rail.

The suit asked that the reciprocal arrangements and attempt
to monopolize by Evans Products be declaréd unlawful; that Evans
Products take action to eliminate the means by which the recipro-
cal practices were carried 6ut; and that Eﬁans Products be
enjoined from engaging in reciprbcal practices with respect:to

~all actual and potential customers and suppliers.



