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JUSTI CE DEPARTMENT PRESERVES COVPETI TION I N MARKET FOR
DRI NKI NG WATER QUALI TY MONI TORS;

DEPARTMENT CLEARS PACI FI C SCI ENTI FI € COMPANY' S
ACQUI SITION OF MET ONE | NC. SUBJECT TO DI VESTI TURE

WASHI NGTQON, D. C.-- The Departnment of Justice today cleared
a deal between two conpanies that manufacture and sell air and
liquid quality nmeasuring devices--as |ong as one of the conpanies
divests a line of these products used by mnunicipal water plants
to ensure the safety of drinking water.

The products, known as drinking water particle counters, are
used to protect drinking water against contam nation by deadly
m croor gani sis.

Pacific Scientific Co. of Newport, California, has agreed to
di vest its drinking water particle counter business as a
condition of acquiring Met One Inc. of Gants Pass, O egon.

Anne K. Bi ngaman, Assistant Attorney General in charge of
the Departnent's Antitrust Division, said, "lIt's inportant to
preserve conpetition in this market to keep these devices
affordable for nmunicipalities so that they can protect their
citizens fromdeadly contam nation."

The Departnent noted that in 1993, 28 people in M| waukee
died as a result of drinking water contam nation, pronpting city

officials to acquire particle counters.
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The Departnent's Antitrust Division investigated Pacific
Scientific's acquisition of Met One to determine if the deal as
originally proposed would violate antitrust |aws by reducing
conpetition in the sale of drinking water particle counters.

Under the proposed settlenent, Pacific Scientific has agreed
to find a suitable buyer for its drinking water particle counter
busi ness that will becone a viable conpetitor in the marketpl ace.
If, ultimately, Pacific Scientific cannot find a satisfactory
purchaser for these assets, the Departnent can apply to the court
for the appointnent of a trustee to sell Pacific Scientific's
drinking water particle counter business. The Departnent of
Justice will have the sole discretion to accept or reject
potential buyers.

Pacific Scientific manufactures and sells drinking water
particle detection equipnment through its H AC ROYCO di vi sion
| ocated in Silver Spring, Maryl and.

An agreenment has been reached with the parties and the
Department will file a conplaint and proposed consent decree that
would formally resolve the Antitrust Division's anticonpetitive
concerns.
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