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CANADIAN MAN ARRESTED IN UNITED KINGDOM 
ON U.S. CHARGES OF INTERNATIONAL SEX TOURISM  

 
        WASHINGTON – John Wrenshall, 62, was arrested today on charges of conspiring to 
travel in foreign commerce with the intent to engage in illicit sexual conduct with children; 
aiding and abetting sex tourism; and conspiracy to produce, production of, and distribution of 
child pornography, Acting Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal Division Matthew 
Friedrich and Acting U.S. Attorney for the District of New Jersey  Ralph J.Marra Jr. announced  
 
        Wrenshall, a Canadian citizen living in Thailand, was arrested at London’s Heathrow  
International Airport early this morning by London’s Metropolitan Police Service (MET) with 
agents of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  A provisional arrest warrant had 
been issued for Wrenshall through coordination with British officials, MET, ICE and the 
Criminal Division’s Office of International Affairs.  Wrenshall is being detained pending 
extradition from the United Kingdom. 
 
        A grand jury in the District of New Jersey returned an indictment against Wrenshall, 
unsealed today upon his arrest, on Aug. 25, 2008.  Wrenshall is charged with one count of 
conspiracy to engage in sex tourism, two counts of aiding and abetting sex tourism, one count of 
conspiracy to produce child pornography, seven counts of production of child pornography, and 
seven counts of distribution of child pornography.  The charges stem from Wrenshall’s alleged 
involvement with U.S. citizens who traveled to Thailand to sexually abuse children and produce 
visual depictions of that abuse.  If convicted, he faces up to 15 years in prison for each count of 
sex tourism, a minimum of 10 years and a maximum of 20 years in prison for each count of child 
pornography production, and up to 15 years in prison for distribution of child pornography.  He 
also faces a fine of up to $250,000 per count.  
 
        According to the unsealed indictment and court documents, Wrenshall had frequent access 
to Thai boys, some as young as six years old, at his Thailand home. As charged in the 
indictment, from at least as early as May 2000, Wrenshall helped arrange trips to his home 
during which U.S. citizens and others paid Wrenshall money to engage in sexual acts with the 
boys, sometimes for weeks at a time.  Wrenshall’s customers were allowed to videotape and 
photograph their abuse. An indictment is merely a charge and the defendant is presumed 
innocent until proven guilty.  
 
 



        This case is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Lee Vartan of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the District of New Jersey and CEOS Trial Attorney Michael Yoon.  The case was 
investigated by Interpol and ICE. 
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